
 

Content Area / Grade Level 
English Grades 11 & 12 

Course Title 
AP Language and Composition 

Course Description 
Students in the introductory college-level course read and carefully analyze a broad and 
challenging range of non-fiction prose selections, deepening their awareness of rhetoric and 
how language works. Through close reading and frequent writing, students develop their 
ability to work with language and text with a greater awareness of purpose and strategy, while 
strengthening their own composing abilities. Course readings feature expository, analytical, 
personal, and argumentative texts from a variety of authors and historical contexts. Students 
examine and work with essays, letters, speeches, images, and imaginative literature. 
Featured authors include: Martin Luther King Jr., Rebecca Skloot, Frank McBride, Barbara 
Ehrenreich, Malcolm Gladwell, James Frey, Truman Capote, and William Shakespeare. 
Students frequently confer about their writing in the Writing Center as well as in class. 
Summer reading and writing is required. Students prepare for the AP Exam in English 
Language and Composition and may be granted advanced placement, college credit, or both 
as a result of satisfactory performance. The central course textbook is The Art of Voice: 
Language and Composition by Gilbert H Muller & Melissa E. Whiting,  
 
Course reading and writing activities should help students gain textual power, making them 
more alert to an author’s purpose, the needs of an audience, the demands of the subject, and 
the resources of language: syntax, word choice, and tone. By early May of the school year, 
students will have nearly completed a course in close reading and purposeful writing. The 
critical skills that students learn to appreciate through close and continued analysis of a wide 
variety of nonfiction texts can serve them in their own writing as they grow increasingly aware 
of these skills and their pertinent uses. During the course, a wide variety of texts (prose and 
image-based) and writing tasks provide the focus for an energetic study of language, rhetoric, 
and argument.  
 
As this is a college-level course, performance expectations are appropriately high, and the 
workload is challenging. Students are expected to commit to a minimum of five hours of 
coursework per week outside of class. Often, work involves long-term writing and reading 
assignments, so effective time management is important. Because of the demanding 
curriculum, students must bring to the course sufficient command of mechanical conventions 
and an ability to read and discuss prose. 

Westbrook K-12 Learning Standards 
(Advanced Level) 

● Foundations of Reading & Language 
● Reading Comprehension & 

Interpretation 
● Writing Argument, Information & 

Narrative  
● Writing Research 

Guiding Principles / Vision of the Graduate 
 

● Integrative and Informed Thinker 
● Responsible and Involved Citizen 
● Self-Directed and Lifelong Learner 
● A Clear and Effective Communicator 



● Speaking & Listening for Discussion 
● Speaking & Listening for Presentation 
● Vocabulary Acquisition  

Expected Outcomes - Expectations for students upon completion of the course. 
● Demonstrate an understanding of rhetoric strategy in non-fiction works and employ 

strategic use of rhetorical strategies, performance techniques, and digital media in 
presentations to enhance delivery, understanding, and interest 

● Write in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative 
essays) about a variety of subjects 

● Write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts with the revision 
incorporating, as appropriate, feedback from teachers and peers 

● Analyze how visual images relate to written texts and/or how visual images serve as 
alternative forms of texts 

● Demonstrate research skills and, in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources in proper MLA format 

● Develop an understanding of the AP Language Exam format and expectations 
● Synthesize persuasive argument/rhetoric using a minimum of three sources. 
● Write on-demand thesis-based persuasive essays 
● Write on-demand essays that explain the author’s purpose and use of rhetoric 
● Build a strong vocabulary by studying in context words, literary terms, Sadlier-Oxford 

Vocabulary words, and AP Language recommended words 
● Demonstrate how two or more texts from the same genre or time period treat similar 

topics and/or themes 
● Demonstrate consistent knowledge of how language functions in different contexts by 

making thoughtful and deliberate choices to convey meaning and style 
● Demonstrate command of the standards of English grammar and usage, including 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and spelling 
● Prepare, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners, complex topics, texts, and issues, actively listening and building on 
the ideas of others while clearly and persuasively expressing original ideas and 
offering evidence to support the original claims 

Core Units of Study - Each course has 4 - 6 Core Units of Study which are required and in 
which all targeted learning standards are embedded. 

● Unit 1: The Art of Persuasion: Pathos, Ethos, and Logos 
● Unit 2: The Unreliable Narrator 
● Unit 3: The Individual and Society 
● Unit 4 - The Power of Rhetoric  
● Unit 5: Rhetoric, Appeals, and Argument 

 


