
Westbrook School Department 
Course Blueprint 

Content Area / Grade Level: English Language Arts, Grade 7 
 

Course Title 
ELA, Grade 7 

Course Description 
Students develop their literal, analytical and interpretive reading skills as they read a variety of 
narrative and informational texts throughout the year. Students grow their ability to deeply 
analyze characters, settings, and themes while reading several short stories and novels. They 
learn to adjust their purpose, pace and strategies according to difficulty and/or type of text. 
They further develop an awareness of and appreciation for authors’ craft. Students discuss, 
reflect, and respond to texts using evidence. Through self- and peer-assessments, students 
reflect on their skills and adjust their strategies to become better thinkers, readers, and 
writers. They learn to write powerful narrative, informational and argumentative pieces, 
approaching the writing with purpose and organization while using the writing process to 
continually improve their work. They conduct short and long research projects in which they 
learn how to determine the credibility of a source, cite a source correctly, and use technology 
to publish. They practice speaking and listening skills while immersed in author studies, book 
clubs, peer conferences, and debates. The teaching of vocabulary and grammar skills is 
embedded in the Units of Study in Writing for grade seven. 

Westbrook K-12 Learning Standards 
● Foundations of Reading and 

Language 
● Reading Comprehension and 

Interpretation 
● Writing Argument, Narrative and 

Information 
● Writing Development 
● Writing Research 
● Speaking and Listening for Discussion 
● Speaking and Listening for 

Presentation 

Guiding Principles / Vision of the Graduate 
● Clear & Effective Communicator 
● Self-Directed and Lifelong Learner 
● Creative and Practical Problem Solver 
● Responsible and Involved Citizen 
● Integrative and Informed Thinker 

 

Expected Outcomes - Expectations for students upon completion of the course. 
 

● Read fiction and nonfiction texts closely by applying a range of skills and strategies to 
develop fluency and comprehension. 

● Read and comprehend literary and informational texts independently and efficiently.  
● Write arguments that support and develop a claim. 
● Write informative texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information. 
● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. 
● Write routinely over many time frames, for a range of tasks, purposes and audiences. 
● Produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose and audience, 

using the writing process and technology. 
● Research to build and present knowledge. 



● Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 
with diverse partners. 

● Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats. 
● Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, use of evidence and rhetoric. 
● Present information in a way that listeners can follow along. 
● Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays. 
● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage and 

conventions. 
● Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts.  
● Apply strategies to acquire and accurately use a range of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases. 

Core Units of Study - Each course has 4 - 6 Core Units of Study which are required and in which all targeted learning 
standards are embedded. 
 

● Unit 1: Investigating Characterization: Author-Study Book Clubs* 
● Unit 2: Writing Realistic Fiction: Symbolism, Syntax and Truth 
● Unit 3: Essential Research Skills for Teens*  
● Unit 4:  The Art of Argument: Research-Based Essays 
● Unit 5: Historical Fiction Book Clubs 
● Unit 6: Writing about Reading: From Reader’s Notebooks to Companion Books 

 
*Will be implemented in 2020-2021. 

 


