
Westbrook School Department 
Course Blueprint 

 

Content Area/Grade Level 
Social Studies 5th grade 

Course Title 
5th Grade Social Studies 
World Exploration, Colonization of North America and the American Revolution 

Course Description 
We begin the year investigating the early European explorers and how their explorations 
expanded world scientific, geographic and cultural knowledge, but also had a significant 
impact on the indiginous people of North America. 
Next, the focus turns to the European colonization of North America with an emphasis on 
understanding why and how people settled, survived and ultimately succeeded in the 13 
colonies. 
Finally, we study how economic and political differences led to the American Revolution and 
how the leaders and events of this time helped shape American democracy. 
 
 
 

Westbrook K-12 Learning Standards 
 
See the link for 5th grade learning 
standards 
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.go
v.doe/files/inline-
files/Maine%20Learning%20Results%20for
%20Social%20Studies%20%28Grade%205
%29%20-%20Revised%202019_1.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

Guiding Principles / Vision of the Graduate 
      A. Clear and Effective Communicator: 
Students research and use background 
knowledge to give audiovisual 
presentations about current and historical 
issues.  
      B. Self-Directed and Lifelong Learner: 
Students generate questions and explore 
primary and secondary sources to answer 
those questions while demonstrating a 
growth mindset.  
      C. Creative and Practical Problem 
Solver: Students draw conclusions about 
current and historical problems using 
valid research and critical thinking.  
      D. Responsible and Involved Citizen: 
Students practice and apply the duties of 
citizenship through the exercise of 
constitutional rights.  
      E. Integrative and Informed Thinker: 
Students comp 



Expected Outcomes - Students will be able to identify the oceans and continents They will gain an understanding of  
how early European exploration had a profound effect on the people, cultures, economies  and countries around the world, 
especially impacting the Native Americans. Students will become knowledgeable about the history and founding of the United 
States of America, starting with the 13 colonies and continuing through the American Revolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Units of Study - Each course has 4 - 6 Core Units of Study which are required and in which all targeted learning 
standards are embedded. 
 
1.World geography-focus on continents and oceans 
2.Early European exploration of Asia and the New World 
3.The Impact of European exploration on the Native Americans 
4.The colonization of the Americas 
5. Colonial life and economy 
6. The events leading to the American Revolution 
7. The events and outcome of the American Revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


