
Westbrook School Department    

One Promise: The Best Education for All, for Life

A VISION FOR LITERACY

In Westbrook, we believe that literacy - thinking, communicating, creating - is foundational to and 
integrated in all learning.  Through joyful, engaging, and meaningful experiences across all content 
areas, all students will build a solid foundation in the concepts, skills, and strategies of the English 
language arts during their school years that will impact learning throughout their lives. Attention to 
literacy is expected across the curriculum.

We believe that...

Students learn when they are engaged.
Teachers must model the joy of reading and writing.
Instructional practices must be balanced and support engagement.

Students develop responsibility for learning through independence.
Teachers must provide opportunities for a gradual release of responsibility.
Students must have time to develop confidence and pride in their learning.

Students need extensive time in the school day to learn to read and write.
There must be voluminous opportunities to read and write every day.
Schedules must support expectations.

Students are more deeply engaged when they have choice.
Well stocked classroom libraries must be accessible to all students. 
Students must have choice in what they read and write.
Choice may be guided according to ability, interest, and grade level standards.

Students learn by interacting with others.
Students must have opportunities to share their reading and writing with others.
Students must respond to reading and writing orally and in writing.

Students deserve intentional, expert instruction.
Teachers must make learning targets and expectations visible.
Teachers must balance direct instruction, guided practice, and independence.
Direct instruction must follow district expectations.
There must be time for reading aloud to students.
Reading and Writing Workshop frameworks must be followed with fidelity.

Student develop literacy along a continuum of growth over time.
Teachers must know where students are in terms of development.
Teachers must guide student development through highly skilled instruction.
All students must have multiple opportunities and pathways to learn.




