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Dear Bolinas-Stinson School Families, 
 
As we wrap up the second week of school, I find myself filled with appreciation.  I am 
thankful for the amazing beauty of where we live, the diverse people who live here, our 
dedicated school staff, our inspiring students, and their caring families.  Here is a quick 
overview of the week. 
 
Recess 
This week, on the Bolinas Campus, I met with each class to discuss recess expectations 
and ways they could work together to keep each other safe, happy, and active.  I was 
impressed with the thoughtful questions and ideas our students had about solving 
conflicts and looking out for each other at recess.  
 
When talking with our 7th and 8th grade students, they had a lot of great ideas of how to 
improve recess and gave me suggestions for areas that we can develop.  We will be 
working with our middle school students to build and implement a Student Leadership 
Team to act as peer support and help with the decision making process at our school.   

 
Staff and parents expressed a need for more organized 
activities during recess and lunch to provide students 
with additional structured choices.  Our wonderful PE 
teacher, Carlos, took the initiative and began teaching 
students the 
techniques and 
rules of Pickleball 

during PE.  He set up nets and brought out the 
equipment each recess for students to use.  The 
students have made fast progress (unlike their 
principal) and have been improving their skills. 
Some members of our staff got in on the action as 
well, and I heard murmurings of a potential student 
vs. staff Pickleball Tournament in the future.   
 
Technology 
Fourth Graders began brainstorming ideas for writing personal narratives using Google 
Docs and set up their G-Drive, a virtual warehouse for creating and storing digital content. 
They got the hang of it so quickly, I imagine they could act as peer trainers or support for 
other grades. 

 
Art 

 



Nuria, our Art Director shared that our middle school students painted with encaustic 
paint for the first time in the Art Shop this week.  Encaustic is a wax based paint 
(composed of beeswax, resin and pigment), which is kept molten on a heated palette. It is 
applied to an absorbent surface and then reheated in order to fuse the paint.  The word 
‘encaustic’ comes from the Greek word enkaiein, meaning to burn in, referring to the 
process of fusing the paint.   
 
Our first graders began working with Janis, our Mixed Media Art 
teacher, on a 3-D multimedia art project. They learned about 
honeycomb structures as they began work on a decoupage 
project and even got a small taste of some delicious honey! 
 
Stinson Campus  
Kinder and First Grade kiddos are getting to know one another 
and learn routines like daily calendar, number corner, and building reading skills.  They are 
learning how to navigate relationships with each other, the campus, meals, and activities. 
I love watching their interactions and how our fantastic teachers gently guide them to 
work things out and problem solve. 
 
We had a great turnout for our Pre-K and Kinder/First Grade Back-to-School Nights. 
Parents got to know one another and teachers shared information about their programs 
and opportunities for students to learn and develop their skills. Thank you to all who 
attended.  If you were unable to participate, please reach out to your child’s teacher to get 
the handouts and information. 
 
Events  
Please mark your calendars for our 2nd-8th Grade Back-to-School Night, which will be 
held on Thursday, September 6th, from 6:30-8:00 PM at the Bolinas Campus.  We will be 
meeting in the Quesada for a brief Welcome and introductions, then begin the individual 
class presentations. This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with your child’s teacher 
and solidify the home-school connection. 
 
I also want to invite you to our annual Specialists BBQ on Wednesday, September 26th 
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at the Bolinas Campus. Come experience more of the amazing art 
curriculum that our Specialists inspire our students with.  Families will be able to visit 
each specialist and learn more about what students will be doing during the school year. 
It will be an evening filled with food, music, and fun!  Keep your eyes out for the flyer that 
will be coming home soon. 
 
Wishing you all a relaxing long weekend! 
 
Michelle 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

  

Early dismissal at 2pm every Wednesday 

 



  

Monday 9/3-NO SCHOOL-Labor Day Holiday 

  

Thursday 9/6-(6:30-8:30pm) 2nd-8th Grade Back to School Night on the Bolinas 

campus 

  

Tuesday 9/11-(6:00pm) School Board Meeting in School Library 

  

Wednesday 9/26-(6-8:00pm) Specialist Instructors Open House on Bolinas Campus 

  

Friday 9/28-All School field trip to Shell Beach in Inverness 

  

  
  
Beginning of the year in the library 
Welcome back!  I have been reviewing basic information about the library with your 
students, and it is handy for you to have as well. 
  
·        Students can have 4 books checked out at any one time 
·        Books are checked out for 2 weeks and can be renewed (or returned early) 
·        Books can be returned to the library, bus drivers, classrooms or school office any 
time, not just on library day 
  
We have an excellent library collection, and are always happy to improve by buying books 
that students love.  If your child is charging through a new series please let me know. 
You are welcome to come in and browse our shelves. 
We also have a good collection of books for parents on a variety of useful topics. 
Drop by for a visit! 
  
The school library is delighted to support David van Leeuwen’s literacy efforts in 
Myanmar.  We are looking for 20-30 lbs of beginning reading books to send with him this 
year.  What better way to clear your shelves?  Please, only donate books in excellent 
condition, paperback and hardback both welcome.  Donations can be dropped off at the 
school library. 
Many thanks, Grace 
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

Breakfast and Lunch Menu 
  
Tuesday 9/4 Breakfast: Homemade banana-blueberry muffin, oatmeal, fruit, milk 

 



Lunch: Beef or bean tacos, Mexicali salad bar, milk 
  
Wednesday 9/5 Breakfast: Assorted cold cereal, hard-boiled egg, oatmeal, fruit, 
milk Lunch: Sausage or hotdogs, fruit, chips salad bar, milk 
  
Thursday 9/6 Breakfast: Mixed grain toast, scrambled eggs, oatmeal, fruit, milk 
Lunch: Lunch: Roasted chicken, baked potatoes, salad bar, milk 
  
Friday 9/7 Breakfast: Yogurt & granola, hard-boiled egg, oatmeal, fruit, milk Lunch: 
Cheese/hamburger or veggie burger, salad bar, milk 
  

  
  
  
  
  

School Breakfast & Lunches 
  

We are fortunate to offer homemade breakfast and lunches provide by Suki Ferrari, 
our amazing cook of many years.  She offers mostly organic meals cooked in our 
kitchen on the Bolinas campus. 
Applications for free and reduced meals are being sent home in the student 
registration packet today. When submitting the form please be sure it is filled out 
completely. Processing the form takes our business office up to two weeks. 
3 easy ways to pay for student meals: 
• go to our website, bolinas-stinson.org and pay online. We encourage parents to 
use this service as it is convenient and offers an email reminder when your child’s 
funds are getting low. Please call 868-1603 or email Kara at 
karap@bolinas-stinson.org for your child’s student id #. You can then click onto the 
Mealtimes icon and set up an account with funds. If you need assistance call 
800-755-0904 
•pay in person on either campus during school hours 
• mail payment to Bolinas-Stinson School, 125 Olema-Bolinas Rd, Bolinas 94924. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 


