
Dear West Geauga Resident,

This school year and last school 
year have been affected greatly by 
the pandemic. Recently, with the 
removal of masking requirements 
and the relaxation of restrictions on 
community use of school buildings, 
the current school year has taken on a 
more typical appearance. I am grateful 
for the efforts the efforts of the West 
Geauga Board of Education, staff, 

students, and community who helped us to reach this point.

We are approaching the home stretch of the current school 
year. The arrival of Daylight Saving Time and Spring Break mean 
that summer can’t be too far away. Already, many preparations 
for the upcoming school year are underway.

With the return to more normal activity, the West Geauga Local 
School District is revisiting the Master Plan that was compiled 
by community stakeholder groups on the eve of the COVID-19 
outbreak. That plan is addressed on Page 2 of this newsletter.

We urge our families to stay healthy for the remaining quarter 
of the school year. Our cleaning protocols and social distancing 
guidelines remain in place. Thanks for all that you continue to 
do to support West Geauga Schools.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D.

Spring 2022

A publication designed to build community pride and 
awareness in the West Geauga Local Schools

A Message from Dr. Rich Markwardt, Superintendent

Dr. Rich Markwardt
Superintendent of Schools

Newbury Schools were open a final time for visitors to share 
memories during an open house event in February.
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Newbury Graduates Visit School to Say Goodbye at 
Open House Event
More than 300 Newbury graduates, community members, 
and friends had the opportunity to walk through the halls of 
Newbury High School one final time on Saturday, February 
26th at a special open house. During the morning event, 
refreshments were served as generations of graduates toured 
the building, in a reunion-like atmosphere. The structure, 
which is scheduled for demolition, will be memorialized 
through the distribution of approximately 1,000 bricks 
bearing an image of the school.
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West Geauga Students Excel at Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering Fair!
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West Geauga students excelled at the 69th Annual Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering Fair (NEOSEF). Grant Congdon won 
third place in the Engineering category, Bryn Morgan won second place in the Earth/Space Science category, and Ryan McGinnis 
won first place in the Chemistry category. Ryan also was awarded a Grand Prize (one of five awarded) for the second consecutive 
year. He will now advance to compete in the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) in Atlanta, Georgia this spring. 

The students’ projects were:

Grant Congdon - Analyzing Electromyography and Acceleration Data from Cervical Rotation and Flexation to Drive an Electric 
Wheelchair. 

Bryn Morgan - A Modern, Software-Based Approach to Celestial Navigation. 

Ryan McGinnis - Electrolysis of 3D Polylactic Acid (PLA) for Custom Fabrication of Sustainable Electromagnets.

The three West G winners cumulatively received awards from many supporting organizations including the Cleveland Clinic, 
Rockwell Automation, Vestolit, and the Cleveland Chemical Association. 

In sharing their successes, Ryan McGinnis stated in an email to Superintendent Markwardt,  “The [science] department is composed 
of many great teachers and mentors and while we won the awards, they deserve to be recognized as well (shout out to Mrs. Meyer 
for staying long hours after school so I could complete my research). Bryn and Grant did their projects in part through the GEAR 
4-H Club which is supported and advised by Mr. and Mrs. Lafavre. Without the opportunities we have had at West Geauga from 
kindergarten to now, we would not be where we are in STEM.”

In addition to NEOSEF, Ryan McGinnis also attended/competed in the Goodyear STEM Career Day at the University of Akron on 
Saturday, March 12th. He was one of three recipients of a $2,500 Goodyear Engineering Discipline Scholarship for his STEM project 
and essay. 

Six West Geauga Students are currently participating in the District 5 Science Day (held virtually), Participating students include: 
Ryan McGinnis (12th grade), Bryn Morgan (11th grade), Emily Berdis (11th grade), Berkeley Makuch (11th grade), Grant Congdon 
(11th grade), and Hailey Brittain (Middle School - 6th Grade). State qualifiers will be announced soon.

All of these students have done an exceptional job on their STEM projects and are to be commended for their efforts. West Geauga 
Schools greatly appreciates the work of these students, their teachers, and their families. Congratulations!

In 2018, the West Geauga Local School District engaged in a Master Planning process for future facilities. The process was facilitated 
by Warner Concepts, LLC, in conjunction with BSHM Architects, Inc. 

The proposed Master Plan was composed with input from multiple community stakeholder groups including parents and residents. 
Because the inclusion of Newbury was being contemplated toward the end of the Master Planning process, Newbury’s student 
numbers were included in the data used to construct the plan.

Four Master Planning options emerged. The one that garnered the most support includes a new high school and middle school 
conjoined by some common shared areas including a performing arts center (auditorium and associated fine arts classrooms), 
library media center, and kitchen. A field house to accommodate student athletic needs and community activities was also included.

Strong support was expressed by some for centralizing the K-5 population on the current high school and middle school campus. 
That could be done by renovating the current middle school as an elementary school building. The site contains over 100 acres so 
the possibility of a centralized K-12 campus is a possibility.

The Master Plan was shelved, but not forgotten, during the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, it is time to revisit it. The current school 
buildings are in need of costly repairs. Some of the needs are visible ones but many relate to less obvious infrastructure issues. 
Ultimately, the community will need to decide whether monies will be spent on repairs or new construction. More information will 
be forthcoming as the Board weighs options and communicates its findings to the West Geauga community. A bond issue may be 
placed on the ballot as early as May 2023 for consideration by West Geauga residents.
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Important Updates from the West Geauga Schools! Please Read Below 
to Learn More!
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West Geauga Schools Foundation Gives $18,400!
Students in Alan Duncan’s West Geauga High School 
Robotics classes will soon be able to build, program 
and operate drones thanks to an $18,400 grant from 
the West Geauga Educational Foundation (WGEF).

WGEF is an independent non-profit group that raises 
funds to support innovative approaches to teaching 
and learning in the West Geauga School System. 
Teaching and learning, like other areas, evolve. But it 
isn’t always clear which new approaches might work. 
“Seed” funding from WGEF allows teachers and students 
to try new programs, materials and technologies.

Twice during the school year (November and 
February), WGEF reviews applications from teachers, 
administrators, students and parents, to determine 
which programs to fund that will enrich and enhance 
educational experiences for West Geauga students. 
Over the past 37 years, the foundation has provided 
more than $500,000 in funds to support educational 
programs.  

With this grant, the Robotics program will provide 
students with the opportunity to learn electronic/
circuit design and construction, coding, engineering, 
and operation of both land and air drones. Students 
will design and modify the drone kits using the 3D 
printers purchased previously from a grant provided 
by the West Geauga Educational Foundation.

The students will be able to practice flying indoors 
by streaming any location around the world on the 
Touch IT TV (also provided by a WGEF grant). Real time 
telemetry data is collected and can be tracked to give 
the most realistic virtual experience possible. Students 
will also have the opportunity to test and obtain FAA 
certification - which means they could be hired to 
operate drones right out of high school!

Other programs the foundation has funded over the 
past few years include: 3D and CAD Project, Google 
Virtual Field Trips, Aquaponics Global Food Production, 
Elementary Robotics & Coding, Café Achieve, Great 
Lakes Theater School Residency, Lifeliqe Interactive 
Science Application, STEAM / Makerspace program, 

 Congratulations to our National Merit Commended 
Students: Ryan McGinnis, Noah Carty, 

and Lauren Kercher.

Congratulations to our National Merit Commended 
Students!

Congratulations goes out to Ryan McGinnis, Noah Carty, 
and Lauren Kercher (pictured), who earned the impressive 
status of National Merit Commended Students. Each 
year, approximately 3.5 million students throughout 
the United States sit for the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (PSAT). Of those, less than 4% are awarded 
Commended Scholar status. Commended students have 
the opportunity to compete for Special Scholarships. 
Congratulations to Ryan, Lauren, and Noah, and their 
families, for their dedication to hard work and academic 
excellence!

the IXL Online Learning Tool, StarLab Planetarium, live 
streaming equipment for WGMS Athletics and many 
more!

To learn more about the West Geauga Educational 
Foundation or to get involved, please visit wgef.org or 
email wgedfoundation@gmail.com with any questions. 
We welcome more members!
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Academic Decathlon Team Advances to National 
Tournament

West Geauga High School’s Academic Decathlon Team 
successfully participated in the statewide tournament 
hosted at John Carroll University and have advanced 
to the National Tournament!  Our team competed 
against some of the very best teams in the State of Ohio, 
including Oakwood High School, from the Dayton area, 
which was the #3 team in the nation last year. While the 
team’s goal was to win 10 medals among the 90 areas 
of competition, our Wolverine Academic Decathletes 
won 23 medals! Among our medal winners were Seniors 
Aiden Murley-Schaffer, Noah Carty, Delia Misterka, 
Julia Mansfield, Parker Long, and Aiden Bindokas, 
Juniors Carmen Gomes-Punales and Emily Berdis, and 
sophomores Emily Foell and Amanda Jarrett.  Our team 
also finished third in the state overall and second in the 
state at the Super Quiz event. Congratulations! 

Band Advances to State Ohio Music Educators 
Association Competition! 

Members of the West Geauga Band participated in the 
Ohio Music Educators Association (OMEA) competition. 
Our Concert Band recently competed in the Class C event 
and received an overall rating of “I” - Superior and has 
qualified for the state competition! This accomplishment 
represents the first time in WG history that the Concert 
Band will go to the state contest! The Symphonic Band 
also recently competed in the Class B and received 
straight I’s (a “I” from each judge, the highest possible 
score) and has also qualified for the State Contest! This, 
once again, represents the first time our Symphonic Band 
has qualified for the state competition. Congratulations 
to our Band participants and advisers on these 
accomplishments! 
  
Winter Athletics Has Successful Season!

The 2021-2022 winter athletics season was highly 
successful and competitive on an individual and 
team level. Such impressive performances during 
the competition season led to appearances at the 
conference championship, district, and state levels. The 
Girls Basketball season finished with an overall record 
of 19 wins and 6 losses, during which they had a 14-
game winning streak. Girls Basketball won a share of 
the CVC Chagrin Division conference championship and 
advanced to the District finals for the second time in 

three years. Alexa Hocevar was voted co-Most Valuable 
Player for the CVC and was named 1st team all-
conference. Tara Gall and Grace Wolfe were named 2nd 
team all-conference. Ashlynn Drayer and Haley Ottman 
were named Honorable Mention all-conference. The 
Boys Wrestling Team sent 10 members of their team 
to the District Championship. Jack Sparent took 7th 
place at the OHSAA State Wrestling Championship in 
his second appearance in the state competition. He 
finishes his career with 116 wins. Congratulations, Jack! 
In addition, Swimmer Ashley Chase qualified for the 
OHSAA State Swimming Championship for the third 
time in her career! 

In other athletics news, the West Geauga Local School 
District would like to welcome back Matt Rosati, who 
will resume the reigns of the football program, once 
again, this coming fall. Coach Rosati was the Wolverine 
Head Coach from 1996 – 2006, a period during which 
he became the all-time winningest coach in the history 
of the school. Since then, Coach Rosati spent time as 
coach at Perry High School. He takes over for Adam 
Sopkovich, who resigned earlier this school year, and 
whom we thank for his service. Let’s welcome back 
Coach Matt Rosati upon his return to the West Geauga 
sidelines.

 Congratulations to our Academic Decathlon Team,  
for Placing 3rd in the Ohio Competition 

and Advancing to Nationals!



West Geauga Middle School
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West Geauga 8th Grade Technology Classes Participate 
in GameCON to Enhance Computer Design and 
Technology Skills 
Eighth grade technology students at West Geauga 
Middle School had the exciting and highly innovative 
opportunity to participate in a GameCON activity 
earlier this spring. Developed and implemented by Mr. 
Passafiume, GameCON was an opportunity for students 
to further enhance their interests in designing games, 
computer coding and devising 3D merchandising to 
accompany their online creations. As noted in the nearby 
pictures and images, students participated in hands-on 
activities, utilizing problem-solving and strategy skills 
to think ahead to the finished product of the gaming 
creation, and then to construct the various steps needed 
to make the coding process work. Students were divided 
into teams and worked on their teamwork, collaboration 
and communication skills. The goal for each team 
during GameCON was to design a game and compatible 
merchandise that would entice other people to spend 
their “Pass Buck,” (affectionately named for Mr. Passafiume). 
The objective was for teams to make as much money as 
possible during the GameCON festival held in the library/
media center, March 1st through March 4th. 
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Throughout the festival, the 8th graders’ creativity, 
talents, and sales skills were truly on display. During 
the days of the event, teachers from other classrooms 
visited GameCON with their students and were provided 
“Pass Bucks” to spend. Each team set up tables and 
handmade displays in order to advertise their games 
and merchandise.  When student-customers visited the 
various tables and displays during GameCON, teams 
tried to motivate customers to invest their “Pass Bucks” in 
their respective game and merchandise items. Students 
developed the real-world skills of marketing, business 
and entrepreneurship as well. 

The Middle School applauds the efforts of Mr. Passafiume 
for developing an activity rich with creativity, real world 
coding and gaming design skills. The students who 
participated in GameCON performed very well and are 
to be commended as well. Thank you to all who made 
the 8th Grade technology GameCON activity a success! 

The GameCON activity which took place March 1st- 4th helped 
8th grade students develop their creative problem solving, 

coding and hands on technology skills.

As part of Mr. Passafiume’s 8th grade technology class, the 
GameCON event earlier this spring allowed Middle School 
students to evaluate games and merchandise and invest 

pretend dollars known as “Pass Bucks” on items.
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Lindsey  Elementary School

Lindsey Elementary Promotes Literacy with 40-Book 
Challenge 

Since the beginning of the school year, students at 
Lindsey Elementary School have been encouraged 
to enhance their literacy skills with the 40-Book 
Challenge. This program is designed to foster a 
joy of independent reading with the belief that 
literacy skills touch nearly every aspect of learning. 
The more we intentionally develop our reading 
skills, the more successful we will be in all areas of 
life. For students, the premise of the program is to 
specifically encourage every student in grades third, 
fourth, and fifth to read 40 books during the course 
of the school year. While this may seem like a lofty 
standard, teachers have implemented a variety of 
ways to inspire independent reading time. What’s 
more, every student is working together so that our 
entire building can accomplish this important goal. 

Lindsey Elementary is proud to be partnering with 
the dedicated members of our Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) to announce our top readers 
on a weekly basis, so that we can celebrate our 
students working hard toward this goal. As they 
progress through the program, students also share 
their top book recommendations to inspire and 
promote a strong love of literacy in all facets of our 
community. Top-performing classrooms have been 
incentivized with the ability to check-out brand 
new books, which were generously donated by the 
PTO, from the library. A friendly and competitive 
building environment has emerged throughout 
Lindsey Elementary School, in the name of 
promoting literacy skills. Our collective goal, to 
make the love of reading palpable at Lindsey, Is 
truly present throughout the building due to this 
initiative. 

Thank you to the PTO, our instructors, our families for 
their support…and most importantly, the students, 
who are growing in their literacy awareness and 
love for reading. 
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Lindsey Elementary students are engaged in 
40-book challenge this year.

In these nearby photos, students stand near their 
spotlight for excellent performances thus 

far during the school year.



WWW.WESTG.ORG  Follow us! @West Geauga Local Schools @WestGSchools

Westwood Elementary School

Westwood Students Increasing Their Knowledge and 
Love for Learning
As a way to encourage success for students in their reading 
endeavors, staff members at Westwood Elementary 
School have been participating in regular professional 
development sessions based in the Science of Reading. 
Conducted with staff on a monthly basis, the Science of 
Reading initiative is being led by a professional learning 
consultant, Colleen Longo. Teachers and staff members 
have embraced the work and successfully applied these 
teaching strategies in the classroom. 

Our goal at Westwood is to develop strong foundational 
reading skills among our students and in doing so create 
lifelong learners and voracious readers! Teachers are 
building student skills in syllable and word knowledge 
to increase these foundational reading skills. As staff 
continues to monitor student progress, there is a marked 
increase in these skills in each classroom of the building. 
These efforts of staff and students helps to build a reading 
culture at Westwood Elementary which is exciting to see!

Foundational mathematical skills are also a focus of 
instruction at Westwood Elementary. Several years ago, 
with the adoption of the Bridges resource, teachers 
began to utilize “Number Corner” to help students 
increase their foundational mathematical knowledge 
and number sense through daily practice. Our work 
in math centers helps to encourage students to gain a 
deep understanding of mathematical concepts while 
applying them to solve complex problems. 

It is a joy to watch our early learners develop their love of 
reading and math!
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Students at Westwood Elementary are benefitting from 
the Science of Reading initiative underway.



8615 Cedar Road
Chesterland, OH 44026
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Rylie Hanford Will Continue Her Tennis Career at the University of Notre Dame

West Geauga High School senior Rylie Hanford began her tennis 
career in her backyard with her four siblings at the age of 12. This 
fall, she will walk onto the campus of the University of Notre Dame 
as a Division I student-athlete for the Fighting Irish. 

The process of becoming a collegiate athlete requires long hours, 
dedication, sacrifice and a lot of faith. Hanford played tennis every 
day of the week for two to four hours with off court training before 
suffering a torn labrum in her shoulder. Injuries are devastating 
no matter when they occur but suffering an injury in the prime 
recruiting process added a different level of stress during an already 
stressful time for a high school junior. 

“Making the change from playing all the time, to physical therapy 
twice a week for an hour was incredibly hard on me,” said Hanford. 
She was told that her injury would take anywhere from four to six 
months to heal when it took close to a year before she felt 100% 
again. 

Through all of this, she was still trying to sort through several 
Division I colleges who were all trying to convince her to join their 
program this Fall. Hanford is currently ranked 30th nationally in 
the Class of 2022 which led to her having many suitors during her 
recruitment. 

Recruiting for a student-athlete is a grueling process that comes 
with a range of emotions. The complexities of the pandemic and 
conversations through text messages and phone calls made it 
more difficult to get an idea of who was truly interested in her. 

Rylie quickly knew that Notre Dame was going to be the right 
choice for her and her family. One of the most important aspects 
of choosing a college was that her parents and family members 
would have the opportunity to watch her play at the collegiate 
level. In addition to the connection, she felt with the coaches, the 
rest of the Notre Dame team played a big part in Rylie’s decision. 
The environment and character of the girls on the team was 
something she knew right away she would fit in with. 

As for the future, Rylie added “I am looking forward to building a 
relationship with my teammates and working toward the same 
goal with what will hopefully feel like a family,” she continued.  

Rylie intends on studying Business with a focus on Finance at The 
Mendoza School of Business.  Please join the West Geauga Local 
Schools in congratulating Rylie on this amazing accomplishment. 

Rylie Hanford (pictured on the right) will play tennis at the 
University of Notre Dame next fall. In the picture, she is joined by 

her best friend, and Tiffin Softball recruit, Tara Gall.


