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ARCOLA BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 9, 2019 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Education of Arcola Community Unit District #306 Arcola, Illinois was 
called to order in the Media Center at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 9, 2019 for the purpose of regular 
business. 
 
President Strader called the meeting to order.   The following members answered roll call:  Crane, Stout, 
Shonkwiler, Thieman, Arrol and Strader.  Board member Rothrock was not present.  
                           
Others present were: Tom Mulligan, Jennifer Frichtl, Lisa Sigrist, Angie Gentry, David Porter, Craig Wesch, 
Jen Chovanec, Emily Coombe, Breanne Reinhard, and Mallory Tennill.  
 
President Strader recognized the visitors and asked for public comment.  There was none. 
 
There were no pending FOIA requests. 
 
Ms. Chovanec, Ms. Coombe, Ms. Reinhard and Ms. Tennill from the JH/HS English Department presented 
regarding course changes for next year. They propose dropping English III & IV but offering several new 
electives. The new courses would provide the students with many more choices than currently offered, 
which will also allow the guidance department to better align course selection to post high school plans.  
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the regular meeting minutes and closed session 
minutes from December 12, 2018, the Building Committee meeting minutes from January 7, 2019, and 
the Special Board meeting minutes from December 20, 2018.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Stout, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of December 31, 2018 as 
submitted.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    
6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
   
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the payment of bills as submitted in the amount 
of $117,949.20.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the payment of payroll in the amount of  
$415,523.56.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Business:        
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Crane, to approve the seniority list for support staff.  Roll call vote:  
Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Crane, to approve the second reading of the PRESS Packet, November 2018.  
Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 
nays.   Motion carried. 
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Motion by Thieman, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the annual AFS trip and the SIU college visit trip.  
Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 
nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the recommended high school course 
descriptions for the 2019-2020 school year. This includes offering Project Lead The Way engineering 
courses.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 
ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Administrative Team Reports 
~~Mrs. Gentry, Principal, Arcola Elementary – Report submitted. 
 
~~Mrs. Sigrist, Principal, Arcola Jr/Sr High – Mrs. Sigrist congratulated Erica Thieman on her new position 
with ISBE. She also thanked her for presenting an assembly on stress and stress management to the 
students. December attendance was down a little compared to previous months. Mrs. Sigrist mentioned 
the attendance policy might need reviewed now that attendance is a factor under ESSA.  
 
~~Mrs. Brimner, Director of Special Services – Report submitted.  
 
~~Dr. Mulligan, Superintendent – Report submitted. 
 
 
Motion by Crane, seconded by Thieman, to enter executive session at 7:48 p.m. to discuss the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of 
the public body.  Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1).  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Crane, seconded by Thieman, to return to regular session at 8:34 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Crane, 
aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the employment of Nancy Branson as Part-Time 
Student Support and John Craig as Head JH Boys Track Coach.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Crane, to approve the resignation of Sidney Johns as Head JH Girls 
Track Coach.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Crane, to approve the maternity leave request as presented.  Roll call vote:  
Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Crane, to approve the FMLA leave agreement as presented.  Roll call 
vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the release of the redacted closed session 
minutes from the previous 6 months and to destroy verbatim records older than 18 months.  Roll call 
vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   
Motion carried. 
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Announcements:  Dr. Mulligan told the Board that the architect said it would be very expensive to put the 
proposed greenhouse on the roof. He also reported that he was able to go through a co-op for the visitor 
bleachers and that the quote came in about half the original estimate.     
 

 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Thieman, to adjourn at 8:39 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    6 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  

       President 
 
 

___________________________ 
Secretary 


