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SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

S M I T H V I L L E S C H O O L D I S T R I C T . N E T

The 2022-23 school year is a wrap! On May 20, 2023, 
234 seniors walked across the stage to collect their 
diplomas at their graduation ceremony on Smithville 
Athletic Field. We are so excited for them, and for 
all of our students, as we watch them move on to 
the next leg of their journeys. The Smithville School 
District has much to celebrate:

The Board of Education approved our next 5 year 
strategic plan which puts an intense focus on retaining, 
attracting and growing our staff, prioritizing a student 
centered culture, expanding learning opportunities, 
academic excellence, outstanding facilities, and 
community partnerships.

Thank you for providing valuable input for this plan. 
We are eager to assist our students K-12 in developing 
the characteristics of a Warrior defined in the Portrait 
of a Graduate and look forward to implementing the 
steps it takes to make the Smithville School District 
the very best it can be.

Second, voters passed the no tax rate increase GO 
Bond for 17.5 million dollars for progress on our 10 
year master building plan. This work has already 
begun and will be completed over the next two years.

Third, the Smithville School District is one the 
highest performing schools in the entire KC metro 
and the top school in the Northland based on our 
Annual Performance Report provided by the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
We have wonderful students, teachers and parents 
that work together to ensure our kids are successful.

Finally, SSD partnered with our local emergency 
response services and updated the comprehensive 
Emergency Operating Plan to ensure school safety 
for all students and staff.

We are very proud of these accomplishments 
and for meeting our goals of increasing the focus 
on academics, safety and parent partnerships. 
Collectively and collaboratively we can overcome 
any challenges and look forward to bringing to life 
the shared vision of our school district. It has been 
my honor and privilege to serve as your interim 
superintendent.

For Our Kids,

Denise Harwood, 
Interim Superintendent

Interim Superintendent:  
Denise Harwood

Asst. Superintendent of 
Academic Services: 
Dr. Michelle Kratofil

Executive Director of 
Support Services: 

Robert Hedgecorth

Board of Education: 
Jeff Bloemker (Pres) 
Susan Whitacre (VP) 

Whitney Carlile 
Stacia Cudd 
Scott Jacoby 

Patrick Nichols 
Ian Saxton

Smithville School District 
655 S. Commercial Ave. Smithville, MO 64089 

(816) 532-0406

Smithville School District’s Warrior Wire is a news magazine published 
quarterly. Editorial, photography and artwork is created by Smithville 

School District’s Communications Department, staff, and students. 
To receive a copy of the Warrior Wire, call (816) 532-0406.

CONNECT WITH US

Smithville 
School District @SmithvilleSDSmithvilleSD

SCAN to view the 
2024-2028 Strategic Plan
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DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

*indicates new to the position for the 2023-2024 school year

*Mark Maus
Superintendent

Robert Hedgecorth
Executive Director 

of Support Services

 Michelle Kratofil
Assistant 

Superintendent of 
Academic Services

 Denise Harwood
Director of 

Student Services 

 Andrea Ambroson
Director of 

Special Services

 Kim Davis
Director of

Human Resources

Horizon 
ElEmEntary

maplE 
ElEmEntary

EaglE HEigHts 
ElEmEntary

Kristi Mellon
Principal

Taylor Jahn
Assistant Principal

*Ashley Doll
Principal

*Abbey Meyer
Assistant Principal

Rachael Marchetti 
Principal

Justin Orscheln
Assistant Principal

smitHvillE 
HigH scHool

*Scott Moore
Principal

Brett Lackey
Assistant Principal 

Monica Leary
Assistant Principal

Darren Shaffer
Athletic Director/
Assistant Principal

Tod Winterboer 
Principal

Jeff Haynes
Assistant Principal

smitHvillE 
middlE scHool
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TEACHER & SUPPORT STAFF TEACHER & SUPPORT STAFF 
OF THE YEAROF THE YEAR

Smithville School District announced its 
Teacher and Support Staff of the Year. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Joelie McCrary Tarryn Hickman

Joelie McCrary, 
Smithville High School 

Social Studies teacher, is the 
2023 Teacher of the Year
“Her classroom is a place 
where students feel they 

belong and are cared about. 
Her approach has had a 
significant impact on her 
students’ lives and their 

success in learning.”

Tarryn Hickman, 
Horizon Elementary School’s 

Administrative Assistant, 
is the 2023 Support Staff 

of the year. 
“Tarryn has proven time and 

again that she has what it 
takes to handle any situation 
that may arise, and to make 
sure that every school year 

starts and ends successfully.”

congratulations 
to our additional 

Teacher and Support Staff 
of the Year finalists -

• Lacey Boydston - 
Behavior Interventionist 
@ SMS

• Genna Cornelisse - 
Early Childhood Special 
Education Teacher @ MES

• Leah DeYoung - Reading 
Specialist @ EHES

• Linda Garner - 
Long-term Substitute 
@ EHES

•Courtney Matthews - 
Instructional Assistant 
@ MES

*Drew Newhart -  
PE Teacher @ SMS

• Tracy Platt -  
Principal @ SHS

• Kim Roske - 
1st Grade Teacher @ HES

S m i t h v i l l e  S c h o o l  D i S t r i c t  2 0 2 3  r e t i r e m e n t SS m i t h v i l l e  S c h o o l  D i S t r i c t  2 0 2 3  r e t i r e m e n t S

Angela Herndon Angela Herndon 
6th Grade Teacher6th Grade Teacher

Cheryl SpearsCheryl Spears
Accounts Payable SpecialistAccounts Payable Specialist

Elaine Stewart Elaine Stewart 
2nd Grade Teacher2nd Grade Teacher
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Teachers Should Get Paid More!  By Berkeley Antle

Do you like not getting paid that much for working really hard? My opinion 
is teachers should get bigger salaries.

To begin with they work hard everyday and teaching is hard. Teachers also 
get up early to come to work and do you really want to get up early? They 
also give up their family time to come to work.

Secondly, teachers use their day and more to teach kids. But they shouldn’t 
have to because students are hard to handle. Teachers should not only get 
paid more they should get more days off work. Teachers have too many 
duties and tasks. Do you really want to spend your day teaching ratty kids?

Also teachers do their job really well, so don’t you think teachers should 
get a bigger allowance? Teachers use that money for what they really need. 
So they’re not trying to be selfish but they might need a little bit more. 
Don’t you want to do your best to help them?

Now I hope you agree that teachers should get a bigger budget unless 
you’re too cheap or don’t like to spend just a little money. So now if you 
agree or even if you don’t, you can share this information with the world.

Horizon

Second Grade students in the Smithville 
School District were given a challenge to 
write a persuasive article. The students 
researched persuasive writing by reading 
magazine articles of this type. The Smithville 
Board of Education had the opportunity to 
read the second graders’ pieces, and vote for 
their favorites.

Congratulations to second grade students  
Berkeley Antle from Horizon Elementary, 
Gunner Newstrom from Eagle Heights 
Elementary, and Brecken Morgan from Maple 
Elementary School, for being selected to be 
published in the Warrior Wire!P

E
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My Favorite Teacher  By Gunner Newstrom
Do you have a favorite teacher? Mrs. Schmidt is my 2nd grade teacher ... she’s the 
BEST! She is funny, smart, awesome, and fun.

First, she’s very funny. For example she makes really funny jokes all the time. She 
laughs at her own mistakes and make things funny. One time she got a cramp in her 
leg and she said “Man down!” I laughed out loud’

Second, I think she is very smart. She is really good at teaching math. Especially 
shapes and three digits. She lets us all play 99 math and Boddie learning online after 
we finish our independent work. When she’s looking at the spelling list she notices 
sentences that make a funny story that she remembers from a long time ago. Her 
stories always make me smile. She’s so good at explaining the instructions. She even 
draws and makes helpful posters.

Next she’s super awesome! I know because she is so fast and I can prove it. Once I 
played kickball with her and we won! She is the best teacher in the world. My older 
sister even had her in second grade. She is 6 years older than me.  We love sharing 
stories about Mrs. Schmidt. She is the best teacher in the world.

Another reason Mrs. Schmidt is the best is because she gives us extra RECESS. One 
time I played football with the 6th graders during our extra time .. Don’t worry she 
was right there to monitor us.

As you can see Mrs. Schmidt is the best! She is funny, smart, awesome and oh so fun!

Eagle Heights

If You Stop Working Late I Can See You More By Brecken Morgan
If you stop working late I could see you more. Now I could see you longer. Now we 
could go to more places like the movies, friends house, and my dad house. If dad 
is already home we could hunt mushrooms or watch me mow the lawn so nothing 
happens to me. Another thing is that you could remind me to do my chores. The end.

Maple
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Varsity Baseball places 2nd in District

SHS Band Wind Ensemble receives an 
“Exemplary” rating at MSHSAA State Band 
Festival. This is the highest rating possible.

Varsity boys golf take 1st place in the 
Suburban Blue Conference Tournament

CELEBRATIONS
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Boys & Girls Track & Field earn 2nd Place at Districts

Girls Soccer wins Districts and places 2nd at State
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Smithville  
High School  

Class of 
2023
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Award winning pro shop
www.paradisepointegolf.com

Pro Shop  816-532-4100
18212 Golf Drive

Smithville, MO 64089

Home of the Smithville 
Warriors Girls & Boys 

Golf Teams
Visit our Golf Shop for 

Holiday Golf Gifts Ideas

75
16

68
64

Check

out our website

for specials!

www.paradisepointegolf.com
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36 Hole golf  
complex
• Posse and Outlaw
•  Right on shores of  

Smithville Lake
Huge golf shop
Membership opportunities 
available
Excellent tournament venue
Snack bar, driving range,  
lessons available
4,000 sq. ft. banquet  
facility
Exciting  
“Hideout Lounge”
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�Celebrating 30 Yea
rs

 �1990 – 20201990 – 2020

Services
• Glass Cutting
• Key Services
• Paint Color Matching
• Pipe Cutting/Threading
• Propane Exchange
• Repair Services
• Ship-To-Store for FREE

We are 
Smithville’s 
Do it Best® 
Hardware 
& Rental

Best Service. Best Customers.

116 N 169 Highway
(816) 532-0525

M-F: 7am-7pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

75169203

Your internet

Your internet

Your internet

Your internet

75169201

“LARGEST INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY NORTH OF THE RIVER”

LAND-REAL ESTATE-
PERSONAL PROPERTY

SERVING THE  SERVING THE  
ENTIRE MIDWESTENTIRE MIDWEST

816-532-6101  
WWW.TALLEYAUCTIONS.COM

RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & 
LAND-COMMERCIALLAND-COMMERCIAL

816-532-6101
WWW.SHOW-MEREALESTATE.COM

75169204

online.k-state.edu/campaign/ 
curriculum-instruction/

C O M P L E T E  A N  E d . D.  
O N L I N E  I N  T H R E E  
Y E A R S  W H I L E  YO U  
C O N T I N U E  T O  T E AC H .

C O H O R T S  S TA R T  E AC H  S U M M E R , 
B U T  YO U  C A N  J O I N  U S  A N Y T I M E .

C U R R I C U L U M  
A N D  I N S T R U CT I O N 
D O CT O R AT E

ENHANCE YOUR  
CLASSROOM  
OR SCHOOL

75168819

816.532.4441

Providing expert 
electrical service 
year after year.

to all of our Northland customers. 
We look forward to serving you 

throughout the year.

2022
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Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Hwy 169 - North
105 First St.

Hwy 169 - South
300 Park Dr.

Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!

Saluting Smithville Schools

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option • Shampoo/Fragrance Machines

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats• Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink• Vending

1101 US 169 Hwy Smithville
Offi ce 816-532-6101

Specializing in Residential, 
Commercial, Land and 

New Construction

Dan Hartman: 816-419-8773 
Starla Janes: 816-289-6240
Brigette King: 816-799-2352 
Francie Schilling: 816-584-0258
Licensed in Missouri and Kansas.

HARTMAN
REAL ESTATE TEAM

75162802

“Turning houses 
into homes for 
over 35 years.”

Sales and Installation
Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • 

Tile • Natural Stone • Vinyl • Cork 
Design Services and Financing Available

Wilson’s Floor Covering, Inc.
816.858.2727

www.plattecitycarpet.com
15335 Knighton Ave. • Platte City, MO 64079

Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.

75169199

ETHAN KELLY
Multimedia Marketing Specialist

(816) 813-3799 or 

ethan.kelly@npgco.com

Are you reaching the 
correct audience?

We have access to your future customers!
Call Us Now for a Free Online Success Report

TARGETED DISPLAY

SOCIAL MARKETING
SEARCH ENGINE 

MARKETING

MOBILE GEOFENCING

TARGETED EMAIL
WEB DESIGN

VIDEO

75169521



SMITHVILLE DENTAL

General Dentistry
102 North East 92 Highway | Smithville, MO 64089 

816.532.0545 | Fax: 816.532.4710

Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
one Friday each month 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.Paul StevenS 

D.D.S., P.C.
niCole vogel 

D.D.S. 
75167099

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING

 
 

 

EARN A MASTER’S DEGREE 
AND COMPLETE TEACHING 
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
ONLINE IN 12 MONTHS.

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/

18-MONTH RESIDENCY 
PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE 

Now with Three Convenient Start Dates: August, December, and May

75168817

Serving area boaters for more than three decades!
Shop online at...www.SmithvilleMarine.com  816-532-4000

Bass and Fishing Boats Pontoons • Deckboats Runabouts  • Outboards

Water Sports Parts and Accessories Repair and Restoration

Smithville Lake’s Boating Headquarters

75
16

92
06

Dine-in · Takeout 
700 US-169, Smithville, MO 64089 

pizzahut.com  Phone: (816) 873-2333

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT ALL 
SMITHVILLE 

SCHOOLS
20% off 

Your 
Order

75
16

91
98



Go Warriors! 
112 N. Bridge Street

816.407.9326

Dedicated to the Power of Community

The Todd Nitsche Agency  
is in Smithville! 

75169205

MCC-MAPLE WOODS

YOUR
SMART 
CHOICE

 

mcckc.edu/VisitMW
816.604.3587

ADS21MW025

•  Large variety of programs
•  Small classes
• Best tuition value in the Northland
•  Easy to transfer credits
THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US THE BEST IN THE 
NORTHLAND!

2019
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75161836

• Service  • Repair • Replacement
Family Owned and Operated

Licensed & Insured, Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates
Service, Sales & Parts

Keeping your home comfortable for over 75 years.Keeping your home comfortable for over 75 years.

Senior & 
Military Discounts 

Available on 
Service

www.gfac1948.comwww.gfac1948.com
816.452.0400

*Financing available. Subject to credit approval on new equipment. See store for detail.75161351

Proud To Support The 

SMITHVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students/ Teachers 
Administrators

WARRIOR PROUD

14402 N. 169 Highway • nvb.com
75169200



The premier patient experience 
you just won’t find anywhere else.

Being the Northland’s premier provider of health and well-being means something 
special to us. It’s not about size – it’s about you, and giving you the very best in 
everything we do.

Extraordinary things happen here, from life-changing moments to uniquely 
personalized care. From before you arrive to long after your visit, you will feel how much 
even the littlest details matter to us. We believe good health is a comfort everyone can 
enjoy, and that’s our commitment to you – delivered with excellence every day.

We are Liberty Hospital, and this is where health happens.

Learn more at libertyhospital.org75169208



The Northland’s  
best care, right here.

75168814


