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SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

S M I T H V I L L E S C H O O L D I S T R I C T . N E T

Happy New Year! I hope you and your loved ones had 
a holiday season and winter break full of fun, memory 
making and even a little rest. With the closing of one 
year and dawning of the next comes the opportunity 
to reflect, re-evaluate and set goals for the days ahead.

The District recently began the strategic planning process 
to create not only our next five-year Comprehensive 
Strategic Improvement Plan (CSIP) but also the Portrait 
of a Graduate. Over 300 staff members, parents and 
community members provided input through a survey, 
and 50 individuals gathered at the end of November 
to begin planning what the ideal future of Smithville 
School District will look like.

The new calendar year means the school district 
administration is focusing not only on finishing this 
school year strong but also beginning preparations for 
the next school year. At the time of this writing, the 
calendar for next school year has not yet been adopted 
by the Board of Education but a survey among parents 
and staff have provided direction for the committee. 
The budget process starts in January, and our reserve 
balances are healthy which helps as we work to provide 
competitive salaries and benefits for our staff and 
to maintain excellent learning opportunities for our 
students. The District will be running a no tax increase 
general obligation bond issue in April 2023 for safety 
enhancements, sidewalks, a transportation facility, HVAC 
improvements, High School gymnasium renovation, 
and potentially turfing the Middle School field so 
more students can use this outdoor space for physical 
education classes, practices and events. Did you know 
that our High School gymnasium cannot even fit the 
whole student body in it at one time? The renovation 
will add additional bleachers at the top levels where the 
old wrestling and weight rooms existed. The old stage 
will also be transformed into a multi-purpose space with 
high ceilings which offer a safe space for our Dazzlers 
and cheer teams to stunt. Also, a reminder, bond issues 
can only be used for capital projects or in other words 
“bricks and mortar” items. Bond funds cannot be used 
for salaries.

There are so many wonderful things I could write about, 
but I am out of space. Please stay tuned to our website, 
our monthly Warrior Quick News, and social media 
pages. My door is always open, and I welcome your 
feedback as we partner together to make our school 
the very best.

For Our Kids,

Denise Harwood, Interim Superintendent

Smithville School District’s Warrior Wire is a news magazine published 
quarterly. Editorial, photography and artwork is created by Smithville 

School District’s Communications Department, staff, and students. 
To receive a copy of the Warrior Wire, call (816) 532-0406.

CONNECT WITH US

Smithville 
School District @SmithvilleSDSmithvilleSD

Interim Superintendent:  
Denise Harwood

Asst. Superintendent of 
Academic Services: 
Dr. Michelle Kratofil

Executive Director of 
Support Services: 

Robert Hedgecorth

Board of Education: 
Jeff Bloemker (Pres) 
Susan Whitacre (VP) 

Whitney Carlile 
Denney Fales 

Scott Haggerty 
Scott Jacoby 

Ian Saxton

Smithville School District 
655 S. Commercial Ave. Smithville, MO 64089 

(816) 532-0406

Strategic Planning 
Meeting 1/4 pageIn the first few years of life, children learn more and 

at a faster pace than at any other time in life. You 
help shape your child’s future through the kinds of 
experiences you provide. Your baby was born to 
learn, and as a parent, you are your child’s first and 
most important teacher! Parents as Teachers (PAT) 
is serving the future warriors of Smithville School 
District. If you have a baby, toddler or preschooler, 
we are here to serve your family. PAT is a free early 
childhood family education program to assist and 
support families in preparing their children for success 
in school and beyond. For more information about 
the PAT program contact grusenmm@smithville.k12.
mo.us or (816) 532-0406. 

Scan the QR Code to enroll:

PARENTS AS TEACHERS (PAT) 
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Smithville School District recognizes all that our community does to support 
our schools and students. We have many groups and organizations who 
work to show appreciation and give back to our community.

The Season of GivingThe Season of Giving
• Feed Northland Kids - 
food kits are distributed 

to local families who face 
food insecurity

• SSD Food Pantry - 
Maple Elementary School 

hosts a food pantry 
available to local families 
who face food insecurity

• SSD Holiday Help - 
donated gifts are 

collected and distributed 
to SSD families who are 

in need of help during the 
holiday season

• Maple Elementary 
kindergartners caroling 
at the Smithville Senior 

Center
• Veterans Day 

Celebration
• Toy Drives

• HOSA Hygiene Drive
• Middle School 

Community Service Day - 
students participate in a 
Community Service day 
in the spring, partnering 

with the lake or parks and 
rec department

Eagle Heights Elementary students collect 
non-perishable food items to be donated to 

local families

FCCLA provided snacks and drinks to teach-
ers during Parent Teacher Conferences

Smithville FFA Chapter cleans up litter along 
their adopted street
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Interact Club seeks to create opportunities for 
students to participate in a variety of outreach 
and service projects within the Smithville and 
Kansas City Metro Area. Through building 
relationships with our peers, our community, 
and those in our sphere of influence, the group 
strives to live out a “Service Before Self” attitude. 
Events that the club has served includes Warrior 
Closet, Harvesters, Highway Cleanup, Feed 
Northland Kids, Old Fashioned Street Faire, 
Community in Action 5k, Candle Making for 
Uplift, and more.

Smithville Middle School is home 
to the “No Shave November” 
contest. This year’s participants 
include: Luke Temperelli, Jeff 
Haynes, Adam Krohn, Drew 
Newhart, Tod Winterboer, Jake 
Butterworth, Tom Brockman, and 
Daniel Beasley. Each participant 
has a donation bucket. Students 
can drop donations in the bucket 
of the staff member they want to 
win the contest. The “reward” for 
the winner is tiered. If the school 
raises $500 the winner will kiss a 
pig. For $1000 raised, the winner 
will kiss a pig and get a pie in 
the face. If $1500 is raised, the 
winner will kiss a pig, get a pie 
in the face, and students will be 
able to shave them. All funds 
received are donated to the 
Special Olympics.

The Smithville Middle School 
has held this event for the 
past several years and has 
raised thousands of dollars for 
the Special Olympics. In 3 of 
those years, at the Northwest 
MO Middle School STUCO 
Convention, SMS has been 
recognized as the top donor to 
the Special Olympics.
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Horizon Elementary School has a before-school 
choir club called the Sunset Singers. This year 
there are 73 students in the Sunset Singers. Each 
year during fall semester the group performs 
a Winter Concert at the Smithville Performing 
Arts Center. This is something the students work 
toward all semester as they build musicianship 
skills and learn about being a part of an 
ensemble. 

Fourth grade student, Silas Doubenmier stated, 
“At first I was scared to join choir because I was 
never really into singing, and now I am really 
happy that I joined choir. Mrs. Ketterman is a 
really fun person and is very energetic.”

In the spring semester the group has a few 
different events. The first is the Smithville 
Elementary Choir Festival. This is a new tradition 
that began last year, where students in all 3 
elementary choirs come together to perform in a 
festival setting. The students spend the semester 
preparing the music in their different choirs and 
then come together for an afternoon in May to 
work all of the pieces. After spending the day 
working, the students put on a performance 
for their families and the community at the 
Performing Arts Center. This is an event that 
students look forward to all year long! Finally, 
students go on a choir tour every May where 

CHOIR IS BACK AND THRIVING AT 
HORIZON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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In April of 2023, Smithville School District 
will ask the Smithville Community to 
approve a No Tax Increase General 

Obligation Bond. The improvements that 
would be made with these funds would 

include:

1. Bus Transportation, Maintenance Facility & 
Site Improvements

2. Sidewalk Improvements

3. Horizon Elementary & Middle School 
HVAC Project

4. Security Enhancements at All Buildings

5. Improve Middle School Athletic Field 
with Turf Improvements/Synthetic Turf - the 
Board of Education will vote on the specific 
improvements to be made at the December 

board meeting

6. High School Gym Expansion Remodel

they perform at a few nursing homes in the 
area and get to perform for the Smithville 
Choir Program. This gives students the chance 
to perform for our Smithville community and 
learn about the Smithville Middle School Music 
Program.

Brooklyn Hofmann is a 6th grade Sunset 
Singer. “The most important thing that I 
have learned from being in the choir is that 
teamwork is everything. You really need to 
have teamwork to have good voices that 
correlate together.”

Mrs. Ketterman, Horizon Elementary music 
teacher and Sunset Singers sponsor, stated 
“I started teaching at Horizon in 2021, a year 
where changes were common for students 
daily and weekly when it came to their health 
and safety. The Sunset Singers hadn’t existed 
for a few years due to the pandemic and most 
students didn’t even know what choir was. 
It became a culture that I had to build since 
students hadn’t even been able to sing in 
music class for over a year. The Sunset Singers 
have made just as much of an impact on me 
as I hope I have made on them through their 
commitment to music. Choir and musical 
ensembles in general provide this amazing 
experience for students that not only help 
them build musicianship skills, but become 
better human beings. As the Sunset Singers 
grew, I got to see students experience choir for 
the first time in their lives. While I have aimed 
to teach students notes and rhythms to music, 
I have also aimed to teach them how one 
song can change the entire feeling in a room 
and how the words they sing can change the 
people they are singing to.” 

I am really 
happy that I 
joined choir.

“
”-SILAS DOUBENMIER,  

Horizon Elementary School 
Fourth Grader

MAPLE  
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ALL STATE 
CHOIR

Sierra Quinn Sierra Quinn 
SopranoSoprano

Elise Cahill Elise Cahill 
Alternate SopranoAlternate Soprano

Mason West Mason West 
Bass Honorable MentionBass Honorable Mention

Jonas Beckham Jonas Beckham 
Bass Honorable MentionBass Honorable Mention

Girls’ Varsity and Junior Varsity Golf won the Suburban Blue Conference Tournament

At the Cameron Marchfest Competition and the Lee’s Summit North Competition, 
SHS Color Guard received 1st Place

CELEBRATIONS



9WINTER 2023 WARRIOR WIREWARRIOR WIRE

VARSITY FOOTBALL IS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

Congratulations 
Coach Jason 
Ambroson! 

Named 
Missouri State 

High School 
Coach of 
the Year

The Boys’ Cross Country team finished in 8th place as a team and the Girls’ Cross Country team finished in 13th in the State Competition

Smithville Drumline placed 1st at the Cameron Marchfest Competition
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Family Owned & Operated, Licensed & Insured, 
Satisfaction Guarantee, Free Estimates

Service, Sales & Parts

816.452.0400

www.gfac1948.comwww.gfac1948.com
Service  •  Sales  •  Parts

Keeping your home comfortable for over 70 years.Keeping your home comfortable for over 70 years.

*Financing available. 
Subject to credit approval on 

new equipment. See store 
for detail.

Senior and 
Military 

Discounts 
Available 

on Service

75161348

1101 US 169 Hwy Smithville
Offi ce 816-532-6101

Specializing in Residential, 
Commercial, Land and 

New Construction

Dan Hartman: 816-419-8773 
Starla Janes: 816-289-6240
Brigette King: 816-799-2352 
Francie Schilling: 816-584-0258
Licensed in Missouri and Kansas.

HARTMAN
REAL ESTATE TEAM

75162802

MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING

EARN A MASTER’S DEGREE
AND COMPLETE TEACHING
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
ONLINE IN 12 MONTHS.

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/li k t t d / i / t f t t hi /

PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE 

75164584

Smithville High School Theater 
presented the play, Our Town, 
on October 15-17

CELEBRATIONS



Dine-in · Takeout · No-contact delivery 
700 US-169, Smithville, MO 64089 

pizzahut.com  Phone: (816) 873-2333

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT ALL 
SMITHVILLE 

SCHOOLS

ntact delivery

SCHOOLS
20% off

Your
Order
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Award winning pro shop
www.paradisepointegolf.com

Pro Shop  816-532-4100
18212 Golf Drive

Smithville, MO 64089

Home of the Smithville 
Warriors Girls & Boys

Golf Teams
Visit our Golf Shop for

Holiday Golf Gifts Ideas

75
16
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Check

out our website

for specials!

www.paradisepointegolf.com
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36 Hole golf 
complex
• Posse and Outlaw
•  Right on shores of 

Smithville Lake
Huge golf shop
Membership opportunities 
available
Excellent tournament venue
Snack bar, driving range, 
lessons available
4,000 sq. ft. banquet 
facility
Exciting 
“Hideout Lounge”
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Visit www.jeansfl owerssmithville.com
to choose from our beautiful hassle free designs online, or come 

in store and pick from our pre-made ready to go designs.

Visit www.jeansfl owerssmithville.com
to choose from our beautiful hassle free designs online, or come 

in store and pick from our pre-made ready to go designs.

Whether it be your significant other, parent, 
friend, animal, or children sending flowers is 
one of the many ways to show you care. 

75164609

Jean’s Flowers & Gifts Jean’s Flowers & Gifts 
117 E. Main, Smithville ♥ 532-4757

Whether it be your significant other parent

February 14th is a day of LOVE.February 14th is a day of LOVE.
Here at Jean’s we can help you with that. Here at Jean’s we can help you with that. 

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm | Saturday 10am-4pm
AND WE WILL DELIVER SUNDAY THE 13TH! 10am-4pm

Proud To Support The 

SMITHVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students/ Teachers
Administrators

WARRIOR PROUD

14402 N. 169 Highway • nvb.com
75164612

AFS daughter
from Argentina

Maria
Lisa

Host mother

Bring the world
to your home 
Join our global family. Host an international student.

afsusa.org/host 
1-800-AFS-INFO

Each year, more than 1,000 exchange students from
80 countries come to the U.S. on AFS programs to
study in high schools and live with host families.

AFS-USA is supported through funding from the U.S. Department of State. 
AFS-USA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Questions?
Talk to a local AFS KC representative about the AFS experience:
Frank Russo at 913.948.2293 or frkjrusso@gmail.com

75164577

MCC-MAPLE WOODS

YOUR
SMART 
CHOICE

 

mcckc.edu/VisitMW
816.604.3587

ADS21MW025

•  Large variety of programs
•  Small classes
• Best tuition value in the Northland
•  Easy to transfer credits
THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US THE BEST IN THE 
NORTHLAND!
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Serving area boaters for more than three decades!
Shop online at...www.SmithvilleMarine.com  816-532-4000

Bass and Fishing Boats Pontoons • Deckboats Runabouts  • Outboards

Water Sports Parts and Accessories Repair and Restoration

Smithville Lake’s Boating Headquarters
75
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Services
• Glass Cutting
• Key Services
• Paint Color Matching
• Pipe Cutting/Threading
• Propane Exchange
• Repair Services
• Ship-To-Store for FREE

We are 
Smithville’s 
Do it Best® 
Hardware 
& Rental

Best Service. Best Customers.

116 N 169 Highway
(816) 532-0525

M-F: 7am-7pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

75164614

4th Best Bank in America

CentralBank.net/Forbes2021

by Forbes Magazine

1603 US 169 HWY | 816-532-0700     302 W Main St | 816-532-9200

Member FDIC

75160759

Earn a Master of Arts in School Counseling
+ Maintain Employment with Evening Courses
+ Individual Attention from Expert Instructors 
+ Accredited by the KSDE 

RSVP for a Virtual Info Session

stmary.edu/counselor
75164580
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2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Hwy 169 - North
105 First St.

Hwy 169 - South
300 Park Dr.

Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!!e!e!!e!e!e!e!e!

Saluting Smithville Schools
Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option • Shampoo/Fragrance Machines

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats• Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink• Vending

“LARGEST INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY NORTH OF THE RIVER”

LAND-REAL ESTATE-
PERSONAL PROPERTY

SERVING THE SERVING THE 
ENTIRE MIDWESTENTIRE MIDWEST

816-532-6101 
WWW.TALLEYAUCTIONS.COM

RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & 
LAND-COMMERCIALLAND-COMMERCIAL

816-532-6101
WWW.SHOW-MEREALESTATE.COM

75164615

SMITHVILLE DENTAL

General Dentistry
102 North East 92 Highway | Smithville, MO 64089 

816.532.0545 | Fax: 816.532.4710

Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
one Friday each month 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.Paul StevenS 

D.D.S., P.C.
niCole vogel 

D.D.S. 
75162447

online.k-state.edu/campaign/
curriculum-instruction/

C O M P L E T E  A N  E d . D. 
O N L I N E  I N  T H R E E 
Y E A R S  W H I L E  YO U 
C O N T I N U E  T O  T E AC H .

C O H O R T S  S TA R T  E AC H  S U M M E R , 
B U T  YO U  C A N  J O I N  U S  A N Y T I M E .

C U R R I C U L U M 
A N D  I N S T R U CT I O N
D O CT O R AT E

ENHANCE YOUR 
CLASSROOM 
OR SCHOOL

75164586



“Turning houses 
into homes for 
over 35 years.”

Sales and Installation
Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • 

Tile • Natural Stone • Vinyl • Cork
Design Services and Financing Available

Wilson’s Floor Covering, Inc.
816.858.2727

www.plattecitycarpet.com
15335 Knighton Ave. • Platte City, MO 64079

WILSON’S FLOOR COVERING, INC.WILSON’S FLOOR COVERING, INC.

75164607

Go Warriors! 
112 N. Bridge Street

816.407.9326

Dedicated to the Power of Community

The Todd Nitsche Agency  
is in Smithville! 

75164624



PRIMARY CARE

For an appointment visit: libertyhospital.org/primarycare
For urgent care, visit: libertyhospital.org/urgentcare

Connecting You 
to Better Health

The path to better health is guided by primary care teams who provide connections 
and information. With several convenient locations, same-day appointments, urgent 
care and more, Liberty Hospital Primary Care is the premier choice in the Northland 
for personalized, whole-person care.

Liberty  •  Kearney  •  Shoal Creek  •  Excelsior Springs  •  Plattsburg

This is where life and health connect.

75161321



Choose 
the leader 
in heart care.

You don’t choose a heart condition. But you can choose 
a cardiologist and hospital. Our expert team cares for all 
hearts — even those with the most complex problems. With 
advanced technology and procedures, our doctors give your 
heart strength and your mind peace. We’ll always bring the 
best care to you — it’s what you deserve.

Learn more at YouDeserveALeader.com

You Deserve A Leader.

75164578


