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SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

Smithville School District’s Warrior Wire is a news magazine published 
quarterly. Editorial, photography and artwork is created by Smithville 

School District’s Communications Department, staff, and students. 
To receive a copy of the Warrior Wire, call (816) 532-0406.

S M I T H V I L L E S C H O O L D I S T R I C T . N E T

CONNECT WITH US

Smithville 
School District @SmithvilleSDSmithvilleSD

The 2022-2023 school year brings with it an excitement as 
we return to more normal operations for the Smithville School 
District. Although I am an interim superintendent, I have had the 
privilege of working in the District and living in the community 
for the past 10 years. With that being said, it is exciting to build 
on our tradition of excellence and look to the future.

Our goals for the upcoming school year are to focus on academic 
achievement and feedback, student safety, and strengthening 
community and parent partnerships. We must keep kids first 
in all decision making. Collaboration and communication are 
essential for success.

We are so grateful to have students back with us full-time 
and for all of the learning opportunities in front of them. We 
are diving deeper into Real World Learning which provides 
students exposure to authentic life and career opportunities 
at the secondary level. Middle School students have increased 
exploratory offerings such as French. Elementary students and 
teachers have been learning how to improve student writing 
through modeling and professional development provided by 
author and writing consultant Matt Glover.

The District, along with area first responders, police, fire, and 
emergency personnel have created the District Crisis Response 
Team. The team has been collaborating on the creation of 
an improved emergency operating plan as well as improved 
communication systems. The team has also conducted walk 
throughs of each building to identify any security needs and to 
become familiar with our buildings and operations. I am very 
excited about the continued work of this team!

The Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) program kicked 
off for our elementary schools in September. This program 
encourages father figures to volunteer in the elementary 
buildings to not only provide positive male role models for the 
students, but also to provide “extra sets of eyes and ears to 
enhance school security, reduce bullying, and provide a greater 
sense of campus safety allowing students and teachers to focus 
on learning and instruction.”

Throughout this year, the District will be creating the next 
5-year Strategic Plan with the help of Future IQ. Future IQ is 
the strategic planning organization that helped guide our city 
plan as well. We invite you to take part in this process through 
surveys and through “think tank” sessions. More information 
will be coming soon!

We appreciate your partnerships! We are set apart from other 
districts due to our family atmosphere and community support. 
We are fortunate to have such an outstanding and committed 
staff and school board. Smithville School District is truly a 
family, and each member is of the utmost importance.

For Our Kids,

Denise Harwood, Interim Superintendent

Interim Superintendent:  
Denise Harwood

Asst. Superintendent of 
Academic Services: 
Dr. Michelle Kratofil

Executive Director of 
Support Services: 

Robert Hedgecorth

Board of Education: 
Jeff Bloemker (Pres) 
Susan Whitacre (VP) 

Whitney Carlile 
Denney Fales 

Scott Haggerty 
Scott Jacoby 

Ian Saxton

Smithville School District 
655 S. Commercial Ave. Smithville, MO 64089 

(816) 532-0406

Strategic Planning 
Meeting 1/4 pageThe Smithville School District is embarking on a 

district-wide strategic planning process through May 
2023. The intention of the process is to bring together 
students, community members and staff through 
extensive engagement to identify Smithville’s ‘Portrait 
of a Graduate’ and vision for the future of the Smithville 
School District. The Smithville School District’s strategic 
action planning project will produce a five-year Strategic 
Action Plan that will provide comprehensive direction 
for school years 2023-2024 through 2028-2029. We 
are soliciting names to be considered for participation 
in the upcoming strategic planning sessions for 
the Smithville School District. Participants must be 
available to participate on November 17 and November 
18 from 8 am to 12 pm. We are looking for a wide range 
of participants that represent various stakeholders in 
our community. We are limited in the 
number of participants so we may not 
be able to accommodate all volunteers. 
If interested please complete the form 
using the QR Code. Thank you so 
much for your interest in serving and 
your commitment to the SSD!

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
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2021-2022
SPECIAL SERVICES 
ADVOCATE OF THE YEAR
The Special Services Advocate of the Year Award 
was first presented in August of 1997. It has become 
a tradition of reflection and recognition of the efforts 
and accomplishments of dedicated individuals in 
our school and community. The intent of this award 
is to recognize annually an individual who has 
demonstrated a commitment to special services 
students or programs in 
the Smithville R-II School 
District. 

This year’s Advocate of the 
Year is Ms. Maya Rupard. 
Ms. Rupard taught 6th 
grade math at Horizon 
Elementary School in 
the 2021-2022 school 
year, and is teaching 7th 
grade math at Smithville 
Middle School this year. 
Thank you from Smithville 
School District for all that 
you do!

We recognize that our employees are our most 
valuable resources. Each year at the District’s all-
staff convocation, we celebrate employees who 
most recently completed 5 years, 10 years, 15, years, 
20 years, 25 years, and 30 years of service to the 
Smithville School District. This year we celebrated 
the following individuals for their loyalty and 
commitment to our schools and community:
5 YEARS
Lacy Bluml, Scott Bogart, Jake Butterworth, Melissa 
Conrad, Anjanette Garrett, Dalton Haberman, Lyda 
Hoyes, Kelley Huff, Cari Klein, Rebecca Lockwood, 
Lisa Manz, Lauren Milby, Alexander Moore, Drew 
Newhart, Linsey Pflugradt
10 YEARS
Tom Brockman, Ryan Clark, Christy Gilley, Denise 
Harwood, Robert Hedgecorth, Ashley Homan, Karen 
Johnson, Karen Kopp, Kenneth Snyder
15 YEARS
Tierney Berger, Sheri Greenfield, John Hansbrough, 
Michelle Kratofil, Taylor Middleton, Kim Miller, Lorie 
Moorman, Kassie Reade, Suzy Smith
20 YEARS
Jennifer Cramer, Angela Herndon, Cheryl Spears

SERVICE AWARDS 
CELEBRATION

The mission of the program is to 
recognize individuals who have 
made a significant positive and 
lasting contribution to the quality 
of education in the Smithville 
R-II School District. Selection to 
the Wall of Distinction serves 
as a public thank you to those 
individuals and serves as a 
model for others to follow. To 
be nominated, individuals must 

have shown outstanding individual performance or 
leadership; contributed time, effort, or resources 
to the District; and have served as a board member, 
administrator, teacher, school employee, or volunteer.
The Smithville Education Foundation Board is proud to 
announce Mr. Ray Buckner as the inaugural recipient of 
the Distinguished Educator Award. Mr. Buckner served 
as principal of Smithville Elementary School, now 
Maple Elementary, for 27 years. During his tenure at 

Smithville Elementary School, Mr. Buckner established 
the school library which has served generations of 
students, instilling a love of reading to last a lifetime.
Mr. Buckner is described as “first an educator, then 
an administrator”. He supported professional growth 
by encouraging teachers to attend professional 
learning in their fields. He “empowered teachers to 
be the best that they can be”. He established positive 
relationships with his students knowing them by name. 
In addition, he embraced parents 
and their involvement in their 
child’s education. He left a lasting 
legacy which is exemplified 
by his nomination supported 
by eighteen of his former staff 
members who benefited from his 
exemplary leadership. The award 
was received in honor of Mr. 
Buckner by his wife Judy.

RAY BUCKNER NAMED SMITHVILLE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIESUPCOMING ACTIVITIES
November 

 8 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am 
14 Conscious Discipline Book Study (PAT Office/District Office); 6-7pm 
 6 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am 
30 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am

December  

16 Christmas Story time: Smithville HS Performing Arts Center; 10:30am

January 
 3 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am 
 9 Conscious Discipline Book Study (PAT Office/District Office); 6-7pm 
11 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am 
19 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am 
27 Thrive By 5 Playgroup and Story time (PAT Office); 9-10:15am
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All 409 students at the middle school are 
enrolled in at least one exploratory class. 
Middle school counselor Mrs. Jenni Van 
Winkle-Holmberg defines an exploratory 
class as “additional classes where kids 
can see what they’re interested in. It’s 
a way for students to find a different 
creative outlet because it’s an addition 
to the core classes that they have to 
take.” The exploratory classes offered 
at the middle school include Art, Band, 
Choir, Computers, FACS, Industrial 
Technology, Gateway 
To Technology: 
Automation and 
Robotics, Leadership, 
PLTW App Creator, 
Speech/Drama, 
and Spanish for 
7th graders. The 
exploratory classes 
offered for 8th 
graders include 
those offered for 7th graders plus Digital 
Media, Industrial Technology: Wood-
Shop, Spanish I, and French I, which is a 
newly offered class. Van Winkle-Holmberg 
commented that the addition of French I 
is “something that’s exciting for not only 
the staff, but the students were really 

excited about it too. I would say for the 
last several years when I go in to talk 
about the class offerings, the students 
want to know if French is available, 
so when it became available, it had a 
positive impact.” The French I teacher, 
Kelly Cashatt, stated, “When we began 
discussing this opportunity last year, my 
hope was to offer 8th grade students 
a second language option, to get more 
students interested in foreign languages, 
and to help alleviate some of the larger 

class sizes in the 
Spanish room.” On 
how it benefits 8th 
graders, Cashatt said, 
“It allows students to 
begin their language 
journey early on in 
their studies. Our 
current 8th grade 
class would be the 
first group eligible 

to take AP French (or French 5) in high 
school. In AP French, students should be 
able to comfortably speak, read, write, 
and comprehend French at the novice to 
intermediate level. They will dive deeper 
into cultural topics and explore a greater 
variety of literature and media.”

SMITHVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL ADDS 
FRENCH I TO EXPLORATORY 
CLASS OFFERINGS

CAREER 
FAIR GIVES 
STUDENTS 

REAL WORLD 
INFORMATION

On September 21st, 
Smithville High School 
hosted a career fair 
to provide students 
with career and 
pathway information, 
as well as exposure to 
opportunities within 
various trades and 
hands-on careers. Real 
world representatives 
from each of Missouri’s 
16 career clusters 
provided students with 
the knowledge they 
need to better prepare 
for their future.

Article and photos by 
SHS Junior, Carly Lloyd
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Nineteen current students and 
recent graduates qualified for the 
AP Scholar with Distinction Award 
by earning an average score of at 
least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on five or more 
of these exams. These students 
are Carson Bollinger, Riley Brown, 
Brandon Clancy, Ryan Dodson, 
Alexander Duckwitz, Regan Dunn, 
Darcy Eastep, Morgen Foster, Haven 
Gann, Nicholas Harlin, Benjamin 
Kershaw, Nathaniel Kershaw, 
Seaton Lowe, Delainy Maynes, 
Kolby McClain, Lillian Medley, Zane 
Papek, Joseph Sanders, and Noah 
Whitacre.
Seven current students and recent 
graduates qualified for the AP 
Scholar with Honor Award by 
earning an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on four or more 
of these exams. These students 
are Jimmy Armstrong, Ryker 
Edwards, Benjamin Grandstaff, 
Nolan Pestano, Sierra Quinn, Jenna 
Roberds, and Kailey Sulzer.
Twenty-six current students and 
recent graduates qualified for the 
AP Scholar Award by completing 
three or more AP Exams with scores 

of 3 or higher. The AP Scholars are 
Emma Becker, Elijah Bosley, Katelyn 
Burkhart, Elise Cahill, Zachary 
Carroll, Abbey Crim, Aliviah Deyo, 
Spencer Engle, Elaina Gelinas, 
Jessica Gowett, Mariah Hirst, 
William Iorio, Asa Kellner, Emily 
Knight, Aidan Krahn, Keely Lewis, 
Shelby Looman, Isabella Martinez-
Silvio, Cole Matthews, Lukas 
Noecker, Alexis Payne, Emma Rice, 
Brooklyn Richie, Dawson Strickland, 
Kellen Turner, and Sydney Weers.
Through 34 different college-level 
courses and exams, AP provides 
willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to 
earn college credit or advanced 
placement and stand out in the 
college admission process. Each 
exam is developed by a committee 
of college and university faculty 
and AP teachers, ensuring that 
AP Exams are aligned with the 
same high standards expected 
by college faculty at some of the 
nation’s leading liberal arts and 
research institutions. More than 
3,800 colleges and universities 
annually receive AP scores. Most 
four-year colleges in the United 
States provide credit and/or 
advanced placement for qualifying 

exam scores. Research consistently 
shows that AP students who score 
a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based 
on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5 being 
the highest) typically experience 
greater academic success in college 
and have higher college graduation 
rates than students who do not 
participate in AP.

The College Board is a mission-
driven not-for-profit organization 
that connects students to college 
success and opportunity. Founded 
in 1900, the College Board was 
created to expand access to 
higher education. Today, the 
membership association is made up 
of over 6,000 of the world’s leading 
educational institutions and is 
dedicated to promoting excellence 
and equity in education. Each year, 
the College Board helps more than 
seven million students prepare for 
a successful transition to college 
through programs and services 
in college readiness and college 
success — including the SAT® and 
the Advanced Placement Program. 
The organization also serves the 
education community through 
research and advocacy on behalf of 
students, educators and schools.

Fifty-two students at Smithville High School 
have earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition 
of their exceptional achievement on AP Exams 
during the 2021-2022 school year.

The College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program® (AP®) provides academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous 
college-level courses while still in high school, 
and to earn college credit, advanced placement, 
or both for successful performance on the AP 
Exams. About 22 percent of the 2.2 million 
students worldwide who took AP Exams 
performed at a sufficiently high level to also 
earn an AP Scholar Award. The College Board 
recognizes several levels of achievement based 
on students’ performance on AP Exams.

AP SCHOLAR AWARDS

AT SMITHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL: 
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Big Kiss

Homecoming 
2022

Homecoming King

Homecoming Parade 2
022 Go Warriors!

Warrior Pride
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SMITHVILLE DENTAL

General Dentistry
102 North East 92 Highway | Smithville, MO 64089 

816.532.0545 | Fax: 816.532.4710

Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
one Friday each month 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.Paul StevenS 

D.D.S., P.C.
niCole vogel 

D.D.S. 
75162447

Dine-in · Takeout · No-contact delivery 
700 US-169, Smithville, MO 64089 

pizzahut.com  Phone: (816) 873-2333

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT ALL 
SMITHVILLE 

SCHOOLS
20% off 

Your 
Order

75
16

25
36

Earn a Master of Arts in School Counseling
+ Maintain Employment with Evening Courses
+ Individual Attention from Expert Instructors 
+ Accredited by the KSDE 

RSVP for a Virtual Info Session

stmary.edu/smithville
75162063

117 E Main St, Smithville, MO 64089 • (816) 532-4757 • jeansflowerssmithville.com

Proud to Support the Smithville School District  Proud to Support the Smithville School District  
- Warriors Proud! -- Warriors Proud! -

75
16

25
23

Let us help with your Thanksgiving Let us help with your Thanksgiving 
and Holiday Table arrangmentsand Holiday Table arrangments



online.k-state.edu/campaign/ 
curriculum-instruction/

C O M P L E T E  A N  E d . D.  
O N L I N E  I N  T H R E E  
Y E A R S  W H I L E  YO U  
C O N T I N U E  T O  T E AC H .

C O H O R T S  S TA R T  E AC H  S U M M E R , 
B U T  YO U  C A N  J O I N  U S  A N Y T I M E .

C U R R I C U L U M  
A N D  I N S T R U CT I O N 
D O CT O R AT E

ENHANCE YOUR  
CLASSROOM  
OR SCHOOL

75161870

Your student's school ID number is their 
Mid-Continent Public Library card account number!

Stop by your branch or visit 
mymcpl.org/Student for more information.

FREE
Online research 

tools & live virtual 
homework help! 

FREE
Books, movies  

& music!

The most awesome school 
supply a student can have is

FREE!

The most awesome school 
supply a student can have is

FREE!

75161752

Proud To Support The 

SMITHVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students/ Teachers 
Administrators

WARRIOR PROUD

14402 N. 169 Highway • nvb.com
75162519

Serving area boaters for more than three decades!
Shop online at...www.SmithvilleMarine.com  816-532-4000

Bass and Fishing Boats Pontoons • Deckboats Runabouts  • Outboards

Water Sports Parts and Accessories Repair and Restoration

Smithville Lake’s Boating Headquarters

75
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20

Award winning pro shop
www.paradisepointegolf.com

Pro Shop  816-532-4100
18212 Golf Drive

Smithville, MO 64089

Home of the Smithville 
Warriors Girls & Boys 

Golf Teams
Visit our Golf Shop for 

Holiday Golf Gifts Ideas
75

16
25

32

Check

out our website

for specials!

www.paradisepointegolf.com
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36 Hole golf  
complex
• Posse and Outlaw
•  Right on shores of  

Smithville Lake
Huge golf shop
Membership opportunities 
available
Excellent tournament venue
Snack bar, driving range,  
lessons available
4,000 sq. ft. banquet  
facility
Exciting  
“Hideout Lounge”
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�Celebrating 30 Yea
rs

 �1990 – 20201990 – 2020

Family Owned & Operated, Licensed & Insured, 
Satisfaction Guarantee, Free Estimates

Service, Sales & Parts

816.452.0400

www.gfac1948.comwww.gfac1948.com
Service  •  Sales  •  Parts

Keeping your home comfortable for over 70 years.Keeping your home comfortable for over 70 years.

*Financing available. 
Subject to credit approval on 

new equipment. See store 
for detail.

Senior and 
Military 

Discounts 
Available 

on Service

75161347



MCC-MAPLE WOODS

YOUR
SMART 
CHOICE

 

mcckc.edu/VisitMW
816.604.3587

ADS21MW025

•  Large variety of programs
•  Small classes
• Best tuition value in the Northland
•  Easy to transfer credits
THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US THE BEST IN THE 
NORTHLAND!
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75161836

Services
• Glass Cutting
• Key Services
• Paint Color Matching
• Pipe Cutting/Threading
• Propane Exchange
• Repair Services
• Ship-To-Store for FREE

We are 
Smithville’s 
Do it Best® 
Hardware 
& Rental

Best Service. Best Customers.

116 N 169 Highway
(816) 532-0525

M-F: 7am-7pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

75162480
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Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Hwy 169 - North
105 First St.

Hwy 169 - South
300 Park Dr.

Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!

Saluting Smithville Schools

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option • Shampoo/Fragrance Machines

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats• Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink• Vending

4th Best Bank in America

CentralBank.net/Forbes2021

by Forbes Magazine

1603 US 169 HWY | 816-532-0700     302 W Main St | 816-532-9200

Member FDIC

75160759



MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING

 
 

 

EARN A MASTER’S DEGREE 
AND COMPLETE TEACHING 
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
ONLINE IN 12 MONTHS.

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/

18-MONTH RESIDENCY 
PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE 

Now with Three Convenient Start Dates: August, December, and May

75161871

“Turning houses 
into homes for 
over 34 years.”

Sales and Installation
Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • 

Tile • Natural Stone • Vinyl • Cork 
Design Services and Financing Available

Wilson’s Floor Covering, Inc.
816.858.2727

www.plattecitycarpet.com
15335 Knighton Ave. • Platte City, MO 64079

Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.

75162530

“LARGEST INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY NORTH OF THE RIVER”

LAND-REAL ESTATE-
PERSONAL PROPERTY

SERVING THE  SERVING THE  
ENTIRE MIDWESTENTIRE MIDWEST

816-532-6101  
WWW.TALLEYAUCTIONS.COM

RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & 
LAND-COMMERCIALLAND-COMMERCIAL

816-532-6101
WWW.SHOW-MEREALESTATE.COM

75162448

Call 816-616-4301 to advertise!

Support Smithville businesses!

SHOP LOCAL

75
16

25
78



PRIMARY CARE

For an appointment visit: libertyhospital.org/primarycare
For urgent care, visit: libertyhospital.org/urgentcare

Connecting You to 

Better Health
The path to better health is guided by primary care teams who provide connections 

and information. With several convenient locations, same-day appointments, urgent 

care and more, Liberty Hospital Primary Care is the premier choice in the Northland 

for personalized, whole-person care.

This is where life and health connect.

Liberty  •  Kearney  •  Shoal Creek  •  Excelsior Springs  •  Plattsburg
75161318



The most 
awarded 
heart care in 
the Northland.

You don’t choose a heart condition. But you can choose 
a cardiologist and hospital. Our expert team cares for all 
hearts — even those with the most complex problems. With 
advanced technology and procedures, our doctors give your 
heart strength and your mind peace. We’ll always bring the 
best care to you — it’s what you deserve.

Learn more at YouDeserveALeader.com

You Deserve A Leader.

75162050


