
Warrior 
Wire A PUBLICATION OF

WINTER 2022

PRSRT STD
 U. S. Postage

PAID
BLS

Smithville School District
655 S Commercial Ave
Smithville, MO 64089

Battle of theBattle of the
Brains CompetitionBrains Competition

Students for Students for 
SustainabilitySustainability

Smithville Warriors Football 
Wins State Championship



2 WINTER 2022WARRIOR WIREWARRIOR WIRE

75151289



3WINTER 2022 WARRIOR WIREWARRIOR WIRE

Dear Smithville Families,

As fall gives way to winter and the fi rst semester of school comes to a 
close, it is a great time to refl ect and be grateful. COVID continues to 
challenge us like nothing any of us can remember, yet the Warrior spirit 
is alive and well in our community. Not only are we battling a global 
pandemic that has disrupted our schools but we lack the necessary 
substitutes, bus drivers, food service workers, and custodians to 
adequately sta�  our operations. Our sta�  and students are tired from 
the stress and extra responsibility this disrupted environment brings.

Despite all of this, we push forward. Not only is our sta�  quick to fi ll in and go the extra mile 
in support of their students and colleagues, but students are stepping forward and asking 
if they can help in the cafeteria and with custodial duties. It is a true demonstration of the 
Warrior spirit when you recognize the community around you needs help and volunteer to 
fi ll that void.

It seems appropriate to recognize that Warrior spirit this holiday season and to thank the 
patrons of this community for all of the support you provide your schools and for sending 
us such great kids to nurture!

 Sincerely,

Todd Schuetz, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

Smithville School District’s Warrior Wire is a newsmagazine published quarterly. Editorial, photography and 
artwork is created by Smithville School District’s Communications Department, sta�  and students. 

To receive a copy of the Warrior Wire, call (816) 532-0406.
Thank you Lisa Knorr for the use of your photographs!

Smithville School District
655 S. Commercial Ave.
Smithville, MO 64089

(816) 532-0406

Superintendent of Schools: 
Dr. Todd Schuetz

Asst. Superintendent of Academic Services:
Dr. Michelle Kratofi l

Executive Director of Support Services:
Robert Hedgecorth

Board of Education:
Denney Fales (Pres), Sarah Lamer (VP), Je�  Bloemker, Scott Haggerty,

Len Matthies, Ian Saxton, & Susan Whitacre

S M I T H V I L L E S C H O O L D I S T R I C T . N E T

CONNECT
WITH US

Smithville School
District

@SmithvilleSD

75151289
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MAPLE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATE IN BATTLE OF 
THE BRAINS COMPETITION

Burns & McDonnell is an engineering fi rm in 
the Kansas City area who hosts the annu-
al Battle of the Brains STEM Competition. 
Schools in the Kansas City area compete to 
dream up a new exhibit to be built in Sci-
ence City. Maple Elementary School’s Sara 
Freeman, Innovation and Technology Teach-
er, and Sarah Cline, Librarian, sponsored a 
team of eighteen 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 
students to participate in this competition.

The team had 8 weeks, 2 meetings per 
week, to develop an idea for the next ex-
hibit to be built in Science City. Sixth grade 
competitor Chloey Simpson said, “As a kid 
I loved learning about new things but also 

having fun, so Science City was like my new 
obsession when I was younger.” The team of 
students went on a scouting fi eld trip to Sci-
ence City. Sara Freeman stated, “We started 
with a lot of brainstorming and used the 
acronym DREAM to talk about our ideas and 
research against what’s already out there in 
Science Centers around the country.

D - di� erent

R - relevant

E - explorative

A - awareness

M - memorable
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After voting for our winning topic idea, stu-
dents brainstormed exhibit ideas and had to 
team up to present their best ideas to the 
rest of the group. We then voted for our top 
seven exhibit ideas.” Students broke into 
smaller teams to focus on a specifi c area 
of the project - Marketing, Budget, Exhib-
its, Research, and Writing. Guest speakers 
Robert Hedgecorth, Executive Director of 
Support Services for Smithville School Dis-
trict, and Jay Marshall, an engineer, came to 
work with the students and speak to them 
about construction and costs. The team 
had to create a plan so that the exhibit 
would fi t within the space constraints and a 
$250,000 “budget”. Hedgecorth stated, “I 
was amazed to see the insight and creativi-
ty that these students displayed in the con-
struction of their exhibit”.

The team developed an exhibit called “Our 
Extraordinary Earth” which is all about land-
forms. The students came up with hands-on 
activities that they feel will engage visitors 
at Science City and inform them about land-
forms. The exhibit included seven hands-on, 
interactive displays. “The students had to 
develop a four-page proposal. The proposal 
included a description of how the displays 

would work, how they are teaching the 
visitor about the topic, the budget to build 
their idea, and the space plan and safety 
features. Sixth grade student Collin Knight 
said, “My favorite exhibit that we thought 
of was the canyon area. It was basically half 
rock wall and half what we called a spider 
wall. We also made sure to have padding 
on the fl oor so nobody gets hurt.” The team 
also had to fi lm a two minute commercial 
for the exhibit idea. Sixth grade competitor 
Dylan Manche stated, “My favorite part of 
the competition was the teamwork and abil-
ity to communicate and work with others 
you haven’t met yet.”

After a public voting period, the fi nal 
winning team of Battle of the Brains is 
revealed on January 19, 2022.
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SMITHVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PARTNERS WITH PEOPLE OF 
ALL COLORS SUCCEED (POAC) 
ORGANIZATION
Smithville School District has partnered with 
an organization called POAC: People of All 
Colors Succeed. This organization works 
with schools to empower students to break 
the cycle of bullying and help students to 
stand up for themselves and others. Their 
goal is for the next generation to learn ac-
ceptance of others and encourage coura-
geous conversations for change. Through 
acceptance, open dialogue, and inclusion, 
we can build healthier communities and a 
brighter future for all students. Below are 
the Pillars of POAC which include six strate-
gies to engage students in productive dia-
logue. Through real-world learning applica-
tions, POAC representatives guide students 
through these six steps, checking in along 
the way and challenging students with a call 
to action at the end of each session.

1. Collaborative Learning. The POAC pro-
gram is centered around mutual respect, 
open group discussion, and thought-provok-
ing questions meant to highlight both di� er-
ences and common ground.

2. Problem Solving. Groups engage in guid-
ed, thoughtful discussion about the trends 
impacting youth, including depression, anx-
iety, and even suicide. Students discuss var-
ious social issues facing their communities 
and share during problem-solving exercises 
to identify solutions to those issues.

3. Self Discovery. Students learn to embrace 
the opinions of others and are encouraged 
to ask questions. Through exercises and 
guided discussion, students are challenged 
to step outside of their comfort zones, 
opening the door for introspection and self-
growth.

4. Prevention. Participants learn to foster a 
new mindset, build stronger relationships, 
and a better understanding of the impact of 
bullying. These skills provide students with a 
competitive advantage in their post-second-
ary education and professional careers, and 
the chance to stop bullying and discrimina-
tion before it starts.

5. Empowerment & Accountability. At the 
close of each program, participants present 
their ideas and try to gain buy-in from the 
group. Through this shared experience, mu-
tual trust and respect are formed, and group 
members learn to hold each other to higher 
standards.

6. Gold Standard Pledge. As students com-
plete the program, they will have the oppor-
tunity to refl ect on what they learned and 
be asked to take a pledge to become an 
ambassador for change.
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Congratulations Warriors!

STATE CHAMPIONS
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“We were able to purchase some new rechargeable batteries to 
use with some Ridgid brand tools that were donated to our Ag 
Shop. We had the tools but didn’t have any working batteries. The 
new batteries allowed us to start using those donated tools.” said 
Mr. Johnny Viebrock.

MASONIC LODGE DONATION
The Masonic Home of Missouri made a gen-
erous donation of $1,500 to the Smithville 
School District. The funds from this dona-
tion will be used in the Smithville Middle 
School Industrial Technology classroom 
and the Smithville High School Agricultural 
classroom.

The High School purchased a high torque 
impact wrench, a new gauge for a mobile 
torch rig, expandable arbors for a wood 
lathe, and rechargeable batteries for a va-
riety of power tools in the Agricultural 
classroom. The Middle School was able to 
purchase two miter saws, a table saw, six jig-
saws, router bits, two tool carts, and clamps 
with the funds from the donation. Mr. Adam 
Roske, Industrial Technology Teacher, stated, 
“The donation allows us to teach new skills 
with the table saw and jig saws we were 
not able to do before. The router bits allow 
us to add decorative edges to projects to 
make them look more professional, and the 
upgraded miter saws allow us to work more 
precisely and stay safe in the shop.”

Students in the Agriculture Construction class make duck calls. 
The new expandable arbors allow students to have more precision 
in their work.

A Middle School Industrial Technology student uses a jigsaw to 
cut a curved edge on his project.

The new miter saw allows students to make more precise cuts.
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Students for Sustainability is a student-led 
initiation aiming to educate the school and 
community about sustainability and envi-
ronmentalism. The group strives to help 
the environment through volunteering and 
implementing sustainable practices into 
the community. Currently, the group has 25 
members. To date, the group has created 
lesson plans for the elementary technology 
and innovation teachers to use, teaching 
students about recycling and thinking green. 
Additionally, they’ve met with a business of-
fi cial through Bridging The Gap, a non-profi t 
organization working to make the Kansas 
City region sustainable, to talk about ways 
they can implement a recycling program at 

Smithville High School. Bridging The Gap 
will be coming to Smithville High School to 
do a waste audit, and the group will receive 
valuable data on what SHS’s waste looks like 
and the best products to begin recycling. In 
the future, they plan to hold frequent trash 
clean-ups, host a sustainability week, talk 
with local businesses about their environ-
mental impact, start a school garden, and 
have several fun club meetings.

Benefi ts of 
Working for a 
School District:
FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
SCHEDULE
FULL-TIME POSITIONS 
INCLUDE:
• 100% PAID MEDICAL 
 INSURANCE

• 100% PAID DENTAL 
 INSURANCE

• $10K LIFE INSURANCE

• PAID LEAVE DAYS

FOR A LIST OF CURRENT OPENINGS, GO TO:
https://smithville.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATE

The implementation of Phase I of the District’s new mas-
ter building plan continues to move forward on sched-
ule. Thank you to voters for passing the bond in April of 
2020, allowing funding of the Phase I projects. Construc-
tion at the Activity Center is rapidly coming along. The 
metal shell of the building is erected and the building 
has been enclosed, which will allow work on the interior 
of the building to continue through the winter months. 
Anticipated completion of the Activity Center project is 
scheduled for the end of May 2022.

Computer Generated Rendering Current Status of Activity Center Building
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Cadet Teaching is a professional experience 
in which students participate in real-world 
learning opportunities that include classroom 
learning and a placement within the district in 
a desired grade and/or content level. Students 
dive into all aspects of education and being an 
e� ective teacher. Their placement serves as an 
internship to gain hands-on experience with 
students and a means to apply what they’re 
learning about teaching. The program is a 
year-long program that also o� ers dual-credit 
opportunities and a chance to earn A+ pro-
gram hours.
Senior Adison Lowman (pictured) is teaching 
a lesson to the Nutrition and Wellness class at 
Smithville High School. Adison is in her second 
year of the Cadet Teaching Program. Lowman 
stated, “My whole life I had always thought 
of being a teacher. I can remember play-
ing school with my friends and I had always 
wanted to play the teacher role!”. As a junior, 
Adison was placed in Ms. McLaughlin’s Pre-K 
classroom. She said, “As the year progressed 
and I had spent more and more time with the 
students I realized that what matters is what 

you’re passionate about, and for me, that is 
teaching. Although, with this new mindset and 
new want to pursue a degree in teaching, I 
felt like something was missing. I had always 
had the thought of teaching secondary FACS 
in the back of my mind.” As a senior, Adison 
has been placed in the FACS classrooms at 
Smithville Middle School and Smithville High 
School. After participating in this program, 
Lowman said, “I am so blessed to have these 
opportunities that I have been given to teach 
these classes, observe them, get a feel for 
what teaching is like, and get a head start in 
my journey to becoming an educator.”
Students who are interested in becoming an 
educator can experience the Cadet Teaching 
Program by speaking to their High School 
Counselor or Cadet Teaching Instructor, Mrs. 
Rochelle Sinclair.

CADET TEACHING INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
OFFERED BY SMITHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

HildebrandDentalCare.com
75152834

Proud to Support Smithville Schools

With over 15 years 
experience we know 
exactly what you need 
for competitive and 
team dancing.

Now
Open in
Liberty

75152287

816-429-5278
1201 W College St, Suite 400 | Liberty, MO 64068

DanceDesignLiberty.com

Family Owned & Operated, Licensed & Insured, 
Satisfaction Guarantee, 

Free Estimates on new Equipment.

816.452.0400

www.gfac1948.comwww.gfac1948.com
Service  •  Sales  •  Parts

Keeping your home comfortable for over 70 years.KKeeping your home comforping your home comfou ceeping your homeKeeping your home comforK ping youour home comfoee in  our home c rKee in  our home comfour home comfop

*Financing available. 
Subject to credit approval on 

new equipment. See store 
for detail.

Senior and 
Military

Discounts 
Available

on Service

75151022



IF YOUR BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE DIDN’T LEAD 
TO THE CAREER YOU 
ALWAYS ENVISIONED...

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN TEACHING

EARN A MASTER’S DEGREE 
AND COMPLETE TEACHING 
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
ONLINE IN 12 MONTHS.

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching// /
A P P LY  B Y  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 2  F O R  T H E  M AY  2 0 2 2  C O H O R T

75153479

Services
• Glass Cutting
• Key Services
• Paint Color Matching
• Pipe Cutting/Threading
• Propane Exchange
• Repair Services
• Ship-To-Store for FREE

We are 
Smithville’s 
Do it Best® 
Hardware 
& Rental

Best Service. Best Customers.

116 N 169 Highway
(816) 532-0525

M-F: 7am-7pm
Sat: 8am-6pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

75153282

75
15

32
77

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Hwy 169 - North
105 First St.

Hwy 169 - South
300 Park Dr.

Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!Try our NEW Automatic bay with Triple Shine!

Saluting Smithville Schools

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option
Shampoo/Fragrance Machines
Discounted $100 Tokens

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats
Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink
Vending

Celebrating 30 Years

2 Locations in Smithville
Now accepting credit cards in all bays and vacuums!

OPEN 24 HOURS

Pro CarwashPro Carwash

Both Locations offer:
Automatic Bays With Dryer Option • Shampoo/Fragrance Machines

Tall Bays For RVs & Boats• Vacuum & Dry-Off Areas With Sink• Vending

Located in Historic • Downtown Smithville
109 E Main, Smithville, MO 64089

(816) 866-4337 • www.chopsbbqandcatering.com

Located in Historic • Downtown Smithville

World Class Award Winning BBQ

75
15

32
76

Proud to Support Smithville Schools!Proud to Support Smithville Schools!

“LARGEST INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY NORTH OF THE RIVER”

LAND-REAL ESTATE-
PERSONAL PROPERTY

SERVING THE  SERVING THE 
ENTIRE MIDWESTENTIRE MIDWEST

816-532-6101 
WWW.TALLEYAUCTIONS.COM

RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & RESIDENTIAL-FARMS-LOTS & 
LAND-COMMERCIALLAND-COMMERCIAL

816-532-6101
WWW.SHOW-MEREALESTATE.COM

75153275

Serving area boaters for more than three decades!
Shop online at...www.SmithvilleMarine.com  816-532-4000

Bass and Fishing Boats Pontoons • Deckboats Runabouts  • Outboards

Water Sports Parts and Accessories Repair and Restoration

Smithville Lake’s Boating Headquarters

75
15

32
74

Financial Strategies.
One-on-One Advice.

Call to Schedule Your 
Complimentary Review.

• College Savings Plans
• Complete Wealth Management
• Retirement Planning
• 401(k)/403(b) Review
• Life/Long Term Care Insurance

David D. Cooper
Financial Advisor
14802 Shamrock Way Suite B-1
Smithville, MO 64089 
(816)-532-6120 75

15
32

72



1101 US 169 Hwy Smithville
Office 816-532-6101

Specializing in Residential, 
Commercial, Land and 

New Construction

Dan Hartman: 816-419-8773 
Starla Janes: 816-289-6240
Brigette King: 816-799-2352 
Francie Schilling: 816-584-0258
Licensed in Missouri and Kansas.

HARTMAN
REAL ESTATE TEAM

75153281

www.kcnoa.com • (816) 94Kayak

Kayak, paddle board RENTALS!!!
At Smithville Lake

(52925)

As we enter the 2022 season, NOA-Northland 
Outdoor Adventures has the privilege to serve you. 
Our mission is to provide you with an opportunity 
to explore the amazing outdoors right here at 
Smithville Lake, Missouri. Give us a Call.... We will 
be happy to answer questions about recreational 
paddle sports and cycling.

Climb into a kayak, stand up on a paddle 
board or ride a bike to begin your next 

Northland Outdoor Adventure!

75153286

Award winning pro shop
www.paradisepointegolf.com

Pro Shop  816-532-4100
18212 Golf Drive

Smithville, MO 64089

Home of the Smithville 
Warriors Girls & Boys

Golf Teams
Visit our Golf Shop for

Holiday Golf Gifts Ideas

75
15

32
88

Check

out our website

for specials!

www.paradisepointegolf.com
�
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36 Hole golf 
complex
• Posse and Outlaw
• Right on shores of 

Smithville Lake
Huge golf shop
Membership opportunities 
available
Excellent tournament venue
Snack bar, driving range, 
lessons available
4,000 sq. ft. banquet 
facility
Exciting 
“Hideout Lounge”

�
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�Celebrating 30 Y
e

1990 – 2020
1990 – 2020

HEARING CENTER

WARRIOR

1103 S US-169, Suite F, Smithville, MO 64089 • warriorhearing.com

Call 816-592-3575 to schedule an appointment!

 
Janice Richbourg

Au.D., CCC-A

Warrior Hearing Center is owned and operated by 
Smithville resident Janice Richbourg, Au.D., CCC-A. 
Dr. Richbourg is looking forward to bringing 19 years 
of audiology experience and a targeted approach to 
hearing health care to Smithville, Kearney, Platte City, 
the Northland and surrounding communities.

•  Adult and Pediatric Hearing Evaluations
•  Adults and Pediatric Hearing Devices
•  Custom Hearing Protection
•  Cochlear Implant Programming
•  Occupational Hearing Conservation Services

75
15

33
17

STEP
INTO

SUCCESS
Career advancement is within reach with one of USM’s 
flexible graduate education programs.

+ Doctor of Education
+ Master’s in School Counseling
+ Master’s in Education
Learn more during a monthly virtual info session.

stmary.edu/smithville

75153474

CentralBank.net/Forbes2021

1603 US 169 HWY | 816-532-0700
302 W Main St | 816-532-9200

4th Best Bank in America

by Forbes Magazine

75153278



https://www.holliwaysoutlet.com/

Two Locations to Serve the Area

www.holliwaysoutlet.com • holliwaysoutletplaza@gmail.com

3734 Pear Street, St. Joseph 64503

816-671-0429
1501 S. HWY 169, Smithville 64089

816-873-3215

Furniture/ Mattress /
Home Goods/

Visit Us in 2022!

Monday Through Saturday 9 am - 7 pm Sunday 1 pm - 5pm

Experience the Holliway’s 
Outlet Difference

Holliway’s Outlet has been serving 
the residents of Smithville and the 

surrounding areas for almost a 
decade. We are proud to offer a variety 
of everyday household items at afford-
able prices. At Holliway’s Outlet, you’re 
guaranteed to find friendly customer 

service, new inventory on a daily 
basis, and screamin’ good deals. From 

closeout sales to warehouse over-
stocks, we get name-brand inventory 
from major retailers so you’re sure to 
find the products you’re looking for.

Proudly Serving Proudly Serving
The Smithville Area & School DistrictThe Smithville Area & School District

Everything under the Sun!Everything under the Sun!

75153279

MCC-MAPLE WOODS

YOUR
SMART 
CHOICECHOICECHOICE

mcckc.edu/VisitMW
816.604.3587

ADS21MW025

• Large variety of programs
• Small classes
• Best tuition value in the Northland
• Easy to transfer credits
THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US THE BEST IN THE 
NORTHLAND!

75151233

General Dentistry
102 North East 92 Highway | Smithville, MO 64089 

816.532.0545 | Fax: 816.532.4710

Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
one Friday each month 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

NICOLE 
VOGEL 
D.D.S. 

PAUL 
STEVENS 
D.D.S., 
P.C.

75153273



Bring culture home 
with an AFS international exchange student

Embark on a cultural education of the highest order!
When you host a high school exchange student with AFS,
you open your door to new foods, customs, and worldviews.

afsusa.org/host 
1-800-AFS-INFO

AFS-USA is supported through funding from the U.S. Department of 
State. AFS-USA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Questions? Talk to your local AFS representative about the Hosting 
experience: Conswelia McCourt, 816-522-8104 (m); afs.south70@gmail.com

75153481

online.k-state.edu/campaign/
curriculum-instruction/

C O M P L E T E  A N  E d . D. 
O N L I N E  I N  T H R E E 
Y E A R S  W H I L E  YO U 
C O N T I N U E  T O  T E AC H .

C O H O R T S  S TA R T  E AC H  S U M M E R , 
B U T  YO U  C A N  J O I N  U S  A N Y T I M E .

C U R R I C U L U M 
A N D  I N S T R U CT I O N
D O CT O R AT E

ENHANCE YOUR 
CLASSROOM 
OR SCHOOL

75153477

“Turning houses 
into homes for 
over 34 years.”

Sales and Installation
Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • 

Tile • Natural Stone • Vinyl • Cork
Design Services and Financing Available

Wilson’s Floor Covering, Inc.
816.858.2727

www.plattecitycarpet.com
15335 Knighton Ave. • Platte City, MO 64079

Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.Wilson’s Floor Covering, inC.

75153285



Don’t let pain hold you back.
At Liberty Hospital Orthopaedics staffed by MU Health Care physicians, 

we support the champion in you. Our fellowship-trained sports medicine 
expertise keeps you moving forward – in health and in life. 

This is where better lives are set in motion.

libertyhospital.org/lifeinmotion 
816.781.6066

75153469
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