
Announcing Miss I.H.S.!!! 

#ihswarriors 

Athletic Dept Signs 4 to College 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

volved. Mrs. DeVore, Mrs. 

SaeLim, Mr. and Mrs. Bell were 

joined by a host of Idabel High 

School students who willingly 

volunteered their time and ef-

forts to make this pageant such a 

success. Of course we couldn’t 

have made the pageant a suc-

cess without our student emcees, 

Blakely Smith and Seth Wortham. 

Finally thanks to Michael Swaf-

ford who filmed the pageant. As 

you can see, it takes a village to 

produce the pageant. 

 

GO WARRIORS! 

 

The annual Miss IHS pageant was 

held on February 2, 2019, in the 

Darrell Buzan Auditorium. This 

year’s pageant featured 13 love-

ly and talented young ladies of 

diverse backgrounds and tal-

ents. Contestants performed 

vocal solos, dances or instru-

mentally for the large crowd. 

The 2019 Miss IHS was Naomi 

Wharry. Naomi, representing 

the I.H.S. Jazz Band, also re-

ceived the talent award as well 

as the crowd pleaser award. An 

#ihswarriors Junior, Naomi per-

formed her own rendition of 

“Summer Time” with vocal and 

trombone parts. 

First runner-up was Lauren 

Coursey. A sophomore  repre-

senting the FISH club performed 

a very moving contemporary 

dance routine to “Who You Are.” 

Second runner-up was Laurel 

Reesing. Another sophomore, 

Laurel represented the Idabel 

Junior Chamber of Commerce 

and performed a clogging rou-

tine to “Great Balls of Fire.” 

Miss Congeniality, voted on by 

the girls themselves, was Sadie 

Jackman. 

The other contestants were all 

exceptional this year as well. 

Burnadette Stuart, PaShioun 

Young, Aleah Herrod, Leandra 

LeForce, Elizabeht Surratt, Cecil-

ia Hernandez, Karmeishiae Bray, 

Sarah Smith and Heather Clouse 

represented their respective 

organizations in  grand fashion. 

This year’s pageant was a won-

derful experience for all in-

commit before the year is up. Continuing 

to make history! 

“Preparing Champions for Life!” 

The #ihswarriors football program 

recently held an assembly to celebrate 

the fact there were four football players 

that signed college letters of intent to 

further their education and football 

careers at the collegiate level. This is 

the largest number of college signees in 

a single year in recent history. 

Tyler Sivard, Donte Reece, LaQuan Wells, 

and Jhadi Harjo have committed to four 

separate universities.  Three in state and 

one out state four year programs.  

Congratulatioins to these four athletes. 

Coach Bo Gibson has shared his excite-

ment and wanted to add he feels there 

could be three more football athletes 
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Special points of interest: 

 I.H.S. Powerlifting Team won Hilldale 

meet and Runners-Up at BBow meet 

 Basketball Host District games vs. 

Valliant Feb 14-16, 2019 

 Parent Teacher Conferences Feb. 11th-

14th—No School Friday Feb 15th 

 February 18th Presidents’ Day—No 

School  

 Idabel Middle School Black History 

Program Feb 22nd 2:15 pm 

 I.H.S. Black Heritage Program Feb 25th 

11:00 am 
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#WarriorIron this is the moniker our Idabel 

High School Powerlifters have given them-

selves. These #ihswarriors athletes have 

proven to be champions already this year 

winning 1st place in the Hilldale Powerlifting 

Meet recently. This was competing against 
larger school districts. They also placed 2nd 

overall in the Broken Bow Meet this month. 

Not only are they succeeding in the weight 

room they have volunteered their time to 

help clean up a 70 year old community eye 

sore. If you drive down Washington Street 

you can see the fruits of their labor. They 

spent a day cleaning up the old auto salvage 

yard making Idabel more attractive. Local 

attorney Kevin Sain recruited out team (for a 
small donation) to come pile brush, haul tires 

and general clean up the area. It was dirty 

work but our Warriors made us proud. 

                                                            GO WARRIORS! 

Student Spotlight—#imswarriors 

football, and basketball for Idabel Middle 

School. He stays very busy with all of his 

activities and represents what it means to 

be a champion and a Warrior! 

Dylan spends a lot of time in athletics but 

has always kept his academics a priority. 

This is quite an accomplishment. 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

The Idabel Middle School Student Spotlight 

is 7th grader Dylan Parker.  Dylan is not only 

a good athlete, but he's also a top academic 

achiever.   

Dylan has scored in the top of all four core 

subjects during IMS benchmark testing.  He's 

in National Junior Honor Society, Student 

Council, and the Time Trekkers Book 

Club.  Dylan has participated in track,  

 

Band Teachers of the Year! 

Program Spotlight—”Power Lifting” 

Page 2 Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

before. Finally, the band is bigger than 

ever before. Band is Preparing Champi-

ons for Life! 

 GO WARRIORS! 

Veteran #ipswarriors Band Directors 

Danny and Teresa Bell were honored 

recently by the Southeast Oklahoma 

Band Directors Association as the SEOB-

DA Band Directors of the Year! 

The Bells have been the co-directors at 

Idabel since 2000 and have continued to 

grow and improve the instrumental arts 

program every year.  

Not only do they work with our high 

school band but team up to develop stu-

dents with beginning and advanced bad 

at Idabel Middle School.  We have 

agreed with the Denison Schoold District 

to share them to work with the Wildcat 

Bands as well. Mr. Bell also spends an 

hour a day with a special pullout class at 

Idabel Central to build interest in the 

instrumental band program. 

Last year’s band success was record 

breaking for Idabel Schools with a state 

level “Sweepstakes” Award with special 

recognition on top of that. The Bell’s 

have a created a high school Jazz Band 

that is worthy of going on tour!  

The Bell’s Bands continue to develop 

Champions with more All-District qualifi-

ers and All-State auditioners than ever 
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Mrs. Athena Ogden’s 5th grade class at 
Idabel Central Elementary had an assign-
ment on poetry recently and she wanted to 
share with me one of the poems she 
thought was exceptional. I agreed the po-
em was great and after adding background 
graphics posted it on our Idabel Public 
Schools social media sites.  

The post has received over 2,400 hits with 
over 300 engagements. Engagements are 
Shares, Likes, Comments etc. This activity 

 

on our Facebook page has eclipsed all other 
posts in the past year. There were some 
that were close with around 2,000 hits but 
this poem received almost 2,500 hits in 
JUST two days! That is exciting this stu-
dent’s work has created this much activity 
on our Social Media!  

 
The 5th grade student is Mackylan Dixon.  
 

PREPARING CHAMPIONS FOR LIFE! 

Upcoming Bond Projects 

mind.  

Project 1 is to build an all-weather track 

and football field with stadium on the high 

school campus. Project 2 is to build a larg-

er band hall to accommodate our growing 

band numbers. These two projects will 

bring IPS out of the 70’s and into the future 

giving us the best athletic and band facili-

ties in the county.  

              GO WARRIORS! 

 Summer of 2019 will be an active summer. 

We will be out promoting our next bond 

initiative, with Board approval, to be voted 

on in September of 2019.  

We will discuss details in our board meet-

ings but to wet your appetite for adventure 

I will give you a teaser here. 

While we are still ironing out details I can 

give you a general idea of the future goals 

of the September election. After much con-

sideration I have selected two projects to 

bring Idabel Schools into the future with 

the mantra Preparing Champions for Life in 

#ihswarriors– Student Spotlight 

5th Grade Poem is Highlight of Facebook 
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GO WARRIORS! 

 

Savannia Wade is the eighteen-year-

old daughter of Tommy and Tabitha 

Wade.  She has attended Idabel High 

School for four years and has been 

involved in numerous activities.   

She is an All-American Cheerleader, 

founder and president of Fish Club, 

and president of her Pre-engineering 

class at Kiamichi Technology Center.   

Savannia has been named an honor 

graduate and she plans to attend 

Northeastern Oklahoma State Univer-

sity and major in speech pathology.  I.H.S. Senior Savannia Wade 



tional costs.  
 
Reminder; I will be attending the National Confer-
ence on Education sponsored by the American As-
sociation of School Administrators next week. 
 
GO WARRIORS! 

JOM Modernization 
Act will direct the 
Department of the 
Interior to conduct an 
updated student count 
for the purpose of 

providing accurate funding for the Johnson-
O’Malley Program nationwide. This is something 
that has not been accomplished since 1995, and now 
will be required annually. Outside of  providing an 
update student count, another accomplishment of 
this bill is JOM cannot just be “zeroed out” in a 
presidential budget. The program now stands as 
public law and must go through the same process for 
change as social security or healthcare.   
State Budget Expectations: 
•Board of Equalization estimates $612 Million more 
dollars to spend. 
•However, with natural gas prices and oil not com-
ing at estimated prices, concerns that this number 
could be lowered. 

•Also, it is estimated that the state may have about 
$300-$400 million in obligations it has to fund from 
this money from loss of federal funds, lawsuits, etc. 
•So while it is a much better revenue year, it is still 
going to be a tough budget year with all of the needs 
in the core services.   
 
After attending the OASA Legislative Conference 
the legislative focus will be on about seven topics. 
They plan to extend the moratorium on HB1017 
requirements. They will also be taking a hard look at 
the number of school days (4 day vs. 5 day). A 
continued discussion has been aimed at expanding 
school choice but there is interest in creating a more 
transparent and equitable treatment of Virtual Char-
ter schools. Another hot topic will be consolidation 
and administrative consolidation. Student safety and 
trauma have come to everyone’s attention lately and 
this continues to be discussed regularly. Probably 
the most encouraging news is both houses seem to 
be willing to discuss increasing funding for opera-

Board Policy and Legislative Update 

What do we do? Our favorite thing to do is sell Girl 
Scout cookies. We also got to pick a president for 
our troop. We went caroling during Christmas. We 
took a trip together and stayed at a cabin in  
Hochatown. We had a fundraiser at the beginning 
of this year where we both sold items! We have to 
meet every Tuesday at 6:00 so, it teaches us about 
responsibility. We are meeting with other girls in 
our community also!  The many things we learn by 
being a Girl Scout carry over in all parts of our life, 
especially school and al-
ways doing your best and 
being prepared.   

Paityn Battiest and Treasure Hill 

 

Preparing Champions for Life! 
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