
Section 5 - Parent Involvement Valentine Elementary School  
 
Valentine Elementary Schoolwide Title One Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
Valentine Elementary School welcomes and supports parent involvement. A student’s education 
is a joint partnership. Parents and teachers should work closely together to ensure student success. 
Parents have many opportunities for effective parental involvement, including, but not limited to: 

• August Ice Cream Social: Students and their families come to school to meet his/her 
teacher and become oriented to the classroom. 

• Valentine Elementary Handbook: Students and parents read through it together and verify 
that they have read and understood the policies and procedures of the school. 

• Welcome Letters: Teachers send a summer “Welcome” letter and a note during the first 
week of school that explains classroom procedures and expectations. 

• Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences & Goal Setting: Students, parents, and teachers meet 
to 

            develop the goals and everyone’s responsibility on the annual Student-Parent-Teacher 
Compact 

to Promote Learning.                
• Homework Folder: Every student has a folder that serves as daily school-to-home and 

home-to-school communication about homework and completed work. 
• Assignment Book: 4th and 5th grade students have an Assignment Book that is completed 

every day and goes home every night for teacher-parent and parent-teacher 
communication. 

• In class participation: Parents have opportunities to visit classrooms, assist with class 
parties, and participate in other class events. 

• Newsletter: The Title 1 teacher sends a reading newsletter to all parents. 
• Performance Reports: Parents receive quarterly report cards at grades K-5, Nebraska 

State 
            Assessment Reports (NeSA) at grades 3-5, and achievement test results at grades 3-5. 

• Annual Valentine Community Schools Report Card: Valentine Community Schools 
publishes an annual report card detailing building and district progress on Nebraska State 

            Assessment Reports (NeSA), norm-referenced test, and district profile information. 
• Student Assistance Team and Special Education: The Student Assistance Team and 

Special Education IEP processes involve parents. 
• Informal Parent-teacher Communication: informal, as-needed parent-teacher 

communication is encouraged. Teachers prefer face-to-face conversations, but will also 
communicate via phone calls, email, or notes. Teachers will not communicate via 
Facebook. 

• Title 1 Parent Meeting: Parents help plan changes in the Title 1 Program. 
• PTA: Parents are invited to participate in PTA and their projects, including: Book Fair, 

Box Tops for Education, Grants to Teachers, and Teacher Appreciation. 
• Parent Survey: Families receive a survey inviting feedback on school performance, 

procedures,  and processes. 
  
Valentine Elementary School recognizes the important role that parents play in their child’s 
education every day. Parents do many little things that add up to a very significant impact. The 



following list identifies daily practices for parents to help their child(ren) learn and be successful 
in school: 
 
What Parents Can Do to Help Their Children Learn 

Start each day on a positive note; a calm beginning at home makes the school day much better. 
Encourage your child to have a good breakfast and lunch. Make certain that your child sleeps 

at least eight hours each night. 
Have a quiet area where your child may do homework. Ensure that he/she has the materials 

they need to complete class work. Set aside a special place to put schoolwork or whatever is 
brought home. 

Stress organizational skills by reinforcing the use of their assignment notebook and having 
him/her gather any books, assignments, instruments, uniforms, etc. needed for the next school day 
the night before. 

Work at home with skills taught at school.  
Stress the importance of attendance and being on time for school and classes. If your child is 

ill, home is the best place; otherwise, your child needs to take advantage of every school day. 
Encourage positive conversation about your child’s school experiences and respect for your 

child’s teachers. Listen attentively to what your child has to say. 
Keep the lines of communication open between you and your child’s teachers. Inform the 

counselor or principal of any family situation which could influence your child’s behavior. Also, 
if he/she seems reluctant to go to school, let the counselor or principal know so that together you 
can find the reason. 

Encourage reading for pleasure. 
 

PTA - Parents are also encouraged to get involved in the local Parent-Teacher Association 
(PTA) chapter to learn more about volunteer opportunities that benefit our school. As a national 
organization, the primary objectives of the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) are to promote the 
overall well-being of children and youth in the home, school and community, and to encourage a 
cooperative spirit of parent and public involvement in our public schools. Since its inception in 
1994, the Valentine PTA has worked toward these goals by coordinating parent involvement in 
classrooms for school parties and other volunteer activities at both the elementary and middle 
school levels, and organizing and sponsoring fun and educational community events. Past events 
have included hands on science and art activity fairs, bike safety rodeos, book fairs, ice cream 
socials at the beginning of each school year, special guest speakers on timely topics for both 
students and parents, and operating a store at which students who participate in the Accelerated 
Reading program may purchase items with reading points earned and end of the year prizes for 
students who received the most Accelerated Reading points. This organization meets quarterly 
during the school year at the elementary school. 
 
Section 9 - Parental Involvement Policies  
A.  General - Parental/Community Involvement in Schools:  

Valentine Community Schools welcomes parental involvement in the education of their 
children. We recognize that parental involvement increases student success. It is Valentine 



Community Schools’ policy to foster and facilitate, to the extent appropriate and in their primary 
language, parental information about, and involvement in, the education of their children. Policies 
and regulations are established to protect the emotional, physical and social well-being of all 
students.  

 1. Parental involvement is a part of the ongoing and timely planning, review and improvement 
of district and building programs.  

 2. Parents are encouraged to support the implementation of district policies and regulations. 

 3. Parents are encouraged to monitor their student’s progress by reviewing weekly grades, 
quarterly report cards, and attending parent-teacher conferences.  

 4. Textbooks, tests and other curriculum materials used in the district are available for review 
by parents upon request.  

 5. Parents are provided access to records of students according to law and school policy. 

 6. Parents are encouraged to attend courses, assemblies, counseling sessions and other 
instructional activities with prior approval of the proper teacher or counselor and administrator. 
Parents’ continued attendance at such activities will be based on the students’ well-being.  

 7. Testing occurs in this school district as determined to be appropriate by district staff to 
assure proper measurement of educational progress and achievement.  

 8. Parents submitting written requests to have their student excused from testing, classroom 
instruction and other school experiences will be granted that request when possible and 
educationally appropriate. Requests should be submitted to the proper teacher or administrator 
within a reasonable time prior to the testing, classroom instruction or other school experience and 
should be accompanied by a written explanation for the request. A plan for an acceptable 
alternative shall be approved by the proper teacher and administrator prior to, or as a part of, the 
granting of any parent request.  

 9. Participation in surveys of students occurs in this district when determined appropriate by 
district staff for educational purposes. Parents will be notified prior to the administration of surveys 
in accordance with district policy. Timely written parental requests to remove students from such 
surveys will be granted in accordance with district policy and law. In some cases, parental 
permission must be given before the survey is administered.  

 10. Parents are invited to express their concerns, share their ideas and advocate for their 
children’s education with board members, administrators and staff.  

 11. School district staff and parents will participate in an annual evaluation and revision, if 
needed, of the content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy. 

B. Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy:  
This Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy is established in compliance with the ESSA 

(Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015). Valentine Community Schools has a parental involvement 
policy applicable to parents of all children. The parental involvement policy applicable to parents 
of all children is not replaced by this Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy and shall 
continue to be applicable to all parents, including parents participating in Title I programs.  

It is the policy of Valentine Community Schools to implement programs, activities, and 
procedures for the involvement of parents in Title I programs consistent with the Title I laws. Such 



programs, activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating children. 

Expectations for Parental Involvement It is the expectation of Valentine Community 
Schools that parents of participating children will have opportunities available for parental 
involvement in the programs, activities, and procedures of the District’s Title I program. The term 
“parental involvement” means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including 
ensuring (A) that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; (B) that parents 
are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; (C) that parents are full 
partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on 
advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and (D) the carrying out of other 
activities, such as those described in this parental involvement policy. The District intends to meet 
this expectation through the following activities: 

 1.  Involving parents in the joint development of the District’s Title I plan and the processes 
of school review and school improvement. 

 2.  Providing coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist 
participating schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to 
improve student academic achievement and school performance. 

 3.  Building the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement. 
 4.  Coordinating and integrating parental involvement strategies under Title I with parental 

involvement strategies under other programs. 

 5.  Conducting, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and 
effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic quality of the schools 
served under the Title I program, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents 
in Title I programs, with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are 
disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic 
minority background, and use the findings of such evaluation to design strategies for more 
effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parental involvement policies of the 
District. 

 6. Involving parents in the activities of the schools served under Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy: Each school served under the Title I program shall:  

  a.  Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of 
participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s 
participation under the Title I program and to explain the requirements of the Title I program. 

  b.  Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening. 
If sufficient funds are provided for this purpose, the District may assist parental involvement in 
such meetings by offering transportation, childcare, or home visits. 

  c.  Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, 
and improvement of Title I programs. 

  d.  Provide parents of participating children: (1) timely information about programs 
under Title I, (2) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of 
academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are 



expected to meet; and (3) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate 
suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their 
children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.  

  e.  If the District operates a schoolwide program under Title I and such plan is not 
satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parental comments on the plan 
when the school makes the plan available to the District. 

Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement As a component of the 
District’s parental involvement policy, each school served under the Title I program shall jointly 
develop with parents for all children served under the Title I program a school-parent compact that 
outlines how parents, the school, and students will share the responsibility for improved student 
academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a 
partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards. Such compact shall: (1) describe 
the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and 
effective learning environment that enables the children served under Title I to meet the State’s 
student academic achievement standards and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for 
supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and 
television watching; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in 
decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and 
(2) address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis 
through, at a minimum: (i) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, 
during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s 
achievement; (ii) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and (iii) reasonable 
access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of 
classroom activities. 

Building Capacity for Involvement To ensure effective involvement of parents and to 
support a partnership among the District, parents, and the community to improve student academic 
achievement, each school participating in the Title I program and the District: (1) shall provide 
assistance to participating parents, as appropriate, in understanding such topics as the State’s 
academic content standards and State student academic achievement standards, State and local 
academic assessments, the requirements of Title I and how to monitor a child’s progress and work 
with educators to improve the achievement of their children; (2) shall provide materials and 
training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s achievement, such as 
literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement; (3) shall 
educate teachers, student service personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of 
parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate 
with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and 
build ties between parents and the school; (4) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, 
coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading 
First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, 
the Parents as Teacher Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other 
activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully 
participating in the education of their children; (5) shall ensure that information related to school 
and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children 
in a format, and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand; (6) may involve 
parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the 



effectiveness of such training; (7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds received 
under Title I if the District has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such 
training; (8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement 
activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-
related meetings and training sessions; (9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other 
parents; (10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences 
between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents 
who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement 
and participation; (11) may adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental 
involvement; (12) may establish a district wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all 
matters related to parental involvement in programs supported under Title I; (13) may develop 
appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement 
activities; and (14) shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities 
under Title I as parents may request. 

Accessibility In carrying out the parental involvement activities for this Title I Parent and 
Family Engagement policy, the District shall provide full opportunities for the participation of 
parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory 
children, including providing information and school reports required under Title I in a format and, 
to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.  
Use, Distribution, and Updating of this Policy This Title I Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy shall be incorporated into the District’s Title I plan, shall be distributed to parents of 
participating children, shall be made available to the local community, and shall be updated 
periodically to meet the changing needs of the parents and the school.  
 


