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Mrs. Christina Thompson, BHS art teacher.
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AP scores tied to
Thompson’s past
Grayson Hurley

Blacksburg High has an excellent AP art
program. This class is taught by an excellent art
teacher, Mrs.  Christina Thompson. She  has
been teaching AP art for 10 years and has had a
100% pass rate for the past 8 years. She has also
been BHS teacher of the year.

Thompson was kind enough to share with
The Blacksonian  how her students have had
this incredible pass rate. Here is what she had to
say, “AP Art is a class where you can get 2
different credits: a drawing credit and a 2nd
credit. You have to make a 3 or better to transfer
to any school of your choice, if you go to
Clemson you have to have a 4 or better. Each
student has their own, they develop a topic or a
question, for example the study of the human
figure and then with that question they explore
the question and develop the subject matter into
15 pieces. They also have to take pictures
digitally and submit them to the website and the
AP board website.” With all this in mind one
has to wonder if Thompsons past job
experiences have affected her education career.
This is what she had to say about that, “Before
I was a teacher I was a graphic artist for 8
years. Due to the NAFTA act a lot of
graphic

More than just a coach

Coach Jet Turner courtesy of facebook

Help support Coach Turner in his fight against
cancer

artists lost their jobs in the textile
industries. Well, I mean the graphic
design part you had to present to
different clients and for example
students are like clients. Yeah, I
enjoy it. There is a need for it and
there is a shortage in the teaching
industry, greater shortage in the art
area.” It’s really impressive that
Thompson did all of this before
becoming a teacher, it’s easy to see
how she is able to teach art so well.

Dalton Welchel

Jet Turner coached at Woodmont until 2017
where he led them to victory several times
and coached the Clover Eagles as well.
When Turner came to Blacksburg he said
that several things about the Blacksburg job
attracted him.  According to Go Upstate,
Turner said, “I love the small-town
atmosphere, I’ve known people from there,
and they’ve all been great people. It seems
like a great place to coach and to raise a
family.”
Jet Turner became the head strengthening
coach for Blacksburg High School’s football
team  and has now stepped down to battle
stage 4 colon cancer.  This is unfortunately
the 2nd consecutive season Turner has had to
miss because of his medical condition.
Everyone knows him and everyone loves
him.  Coach Turner has made a huge impact
on a lot of the players’ lives. He has also
made an impact in adult lives.  Ken Dockal
said on Fox news WHNS “He had so many
great qualities that I just admire.  That’s why
I got into coaching and teaching. He’s made
a big impact on my life.”
One of his goals was to allow the players to
learn things they can use on and off the
football field.
Dockal has organized a gofundme to help
Turner in his fight against cancer. The goal is
to raise 50,000 dollars to help with the cost
of treatments.  On September 24th at
11:00am to 3:00pm Blacksburg High School
is hosting a hotdog fundraiser to support Jet
Turner in his fight against cancer.

“Our goal is to
improve as a team
every day and win
our next game!”

PAGE 1



Blacksonian

News and Events
Parking In Paint
Brandon Martin

The Blacksburg student parking lot, the one
where some of the spots are painted, and
could get painted in the future. So for
students who want to paint their spot, Brooke
McAfee, said a few things that you might
want to know about. “The cost for painting
the spot is $25, not counting the cost of paint,
which brings it around $50, depending on if
the students decide to go together to buy
supplies.Also, the design the students want to
put has to be school appropriate, and
approved by the school.” in the same note,
the paint you put over the parking lot, after
some time, “Gets painted over by a special
type of paint, and gets covered up. If your
design isn’t school appropriate, and if it gets
out you have something inappropriate in your
painting after it was approved, it will be
painted over .” In conclusion, students can
paint their parking spots, but only if their
painting is school appropriate, and school
approved. It also costs somewhere close to
$50, counting the cost of painting supplies.
Some time later, your spot will get painted
over, and it will get painted over if they find
it inappropriate, or just vulgar in any way. So
maybe consider painting your parking spot
next year if that sounds interesting to you,
just stick to the rules while doing it.
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Blacksburg wird
Deutsch
Dalton Welchel

Henry McAninch, the German
teacher, is a new teacher here at
Blacksburg High School. He has taught
German for about half a year at another
school.  He says, “After 14 years of
teaching history, I wanted to take on a
new challenge”. The German program
was the same at the other school because
he taught at.  He says, “All language
programs are equally important to
expand students' knowledge and culture.
German and English are related if you
think of all aspects of the languages.
They are both in the Germanic language
family. However, German has a more
complex morphological system
grammatically.”  The students taking
German this year are progressing. While
McAninch may be new to Blacksburg he
is bringing all his past teaching
experiences here to give the best possible
teaching for his students. In all of South
Carolina, there are 121 German teacher
spots open. Not all of them are filled yet
but that doesn't mean they won't be filled
in the future.

Blacksburg High Test Scores
Journey Davidson

The school report card shows how schools do in
a variety of areas. A major factor in these report
cards are test scores. Students take standardized
tests in math and reading. 52% of students are
at least proficient in math and 67% in reading
and writing. Our average SAT score is about
1,070 and our average ACT score is 21.
Principal Michael Mullinax and vice principal
Will Coggins talk about how test scores could
improve a lot more than how they are today. At
Blacksburg High low test scores are at a fall out
rate. They have been up and down in the course
of semesters and years. The chart below shows
the scores for BHS students from the 2021
school report card. According to the chart, BHS
performs above the district average, but it is
slightly below the state average for those tests.
These test percentages are based on when
students graduate, so 2021 scores are based on
how the 2021 seniors did on those end of course
exams; however, the numbers show the school
what needs to be improved.

Students should honestly be encouraged to do
more such as doing their homework and or
studying. Parents and or guardian should
honestly make their children want to have a
better education. Roughly 80% of parents care
about their children's education. Mrs. Cook says
that testing scores should not define a student.
Because they could make a bad grade and still
have all A’s. Testing scores shouldn’t define a
student's average. Students can get wrapped up
in the grades and or just having a bad day not
doing so great on a test. Which is okay, it
happens. Before exams students should really
be more prepared, said Mrs.Cook. Sometimes
students will fail an exam or test, due to a bad
night of sleep, or not having a good breakfast
that morning, and or things going on at home.
Sometimes students could make careless
mistakes on a test. It happens a lot. The internet
says that sometimes bad test scores can happen
due to family problems. Just because someone
fails a test doesn’t mean they're less intelligent
or less capable of achieving success in life.
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SPORTS

FOOTBALL
Football has had a rocky start.

Coaches remain optimistic.

Josie Brown

For our senior highlight this week, we will
be focusing on senior Parker Alexander. Parker
has played on the Blacksburg football team for
two years, but he has been playing since he was
six. He plays right tackle and right guard for the
wildcats. Parker is trying to look at the bright
side of their head coach having to step down.
He feels like it will give them new opportunities
and new ideas. He feels like they are going to
have a good season if he and his teammates
work hard and play as a team. A little more
about parker is that his number is 54 and the
game he is most ready for is Abbeville.

SOFTBALL

LADY CATS SWINGING INTO

THE UPCOMING SEASON

Kayla Butler

Softball workouts are being held in
the weight room every Tuesday and
Thursday from 3:51 to 4:51. Bring
water and tennis shoes. The month of
October 3-27 on Monday and
Thursday there will be field practices
from 3:50-6:15. The month of January
4-25 on Monday and Thursday field
practices will continue from 3:50-6:15.
Tryouts will be February 1st and 2nd.
Coach Olivia Lewis said that the
workouts are going great. Coach Lewis
also said that there are alot of girls doing
cheer, volleyball, and basketball. Coach
Lewis would love for more ladies to be
interested in softball. The new assistant
coach for varsity is Coach Brandon Pruitt.
Coach Olivia Lewis said that this
upcoming season will definitely be better
than last season.
There is an Alumni game October 30 at
2:00. There will be a canned food drive at
the game, you can watch the game if you
bring one can rather than paying an entry
fee. The softball coaches will also be
collecting candy for the game. There will
be a trunk or treat open to all those in the
community prior to the game and bouncy
house.

SOFTBALL SPOTLIGHT

Kayla Butler

Mahala Rice is a middle infielder, outfielder,
first basemen, and a pitcher. Her favorite
position out of all of them is pitcher. If Mahala
could be on any college team in the world, she
said it would be Oklahoma’s softball team
because they have a really good coaching staff
and an amazing winning record.Mahala is very
excited about this season. Mahala said that she
likes the new coach change. Mahala  also said
that she would love to play softball in college.
Mahala Rice has played on many teams she has
played on American Legion Post 125,
Blacksburg wildcats softball team, Psg Elite, and
Iron City Wildcats. Mahala’s favorite team has
been Psg Elite.

FOOTBALL

WILDCAT’S GAIN MORE EXPERIENCE

Grayson Hurley

Last week’s football game was against the
Louisville Lions. It started off great for the
Wildcats with a big lead but the Lions closed
the gap in a short amount of time. The
Wildcats held the Lions and didn’t allow
them to gain many more points. There was
an impressive 58 yard field goal made by
Colby Capps which gave the Lions a scare.
Unfortunately the Lions won the game by 6
points, the final score being Louisville 31
and Blacksburg 25. With this the Wildcats
are four to nothing.

T. A. Campbell stadium before a home game
Photo courtesy of Triston Green
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Life Styles
80’s Fashion: Vibrant and

Bold

Skylar Byars

80’s fashion was marked by bold and
vibrant colors. From the neon tones
found in clothing and fashion to makeup
and accessories, they didn’t shy away
from bold statements.The bright color
look of the 80s was marked by the
intense usage of bold lipstick. Lipstick
colors in the 80’s ran a spectrum of
colors. They ranged from orange to
almost black purple. Cherry red, orange,
and Fuchsia being the most popular.
Eyeshadow was also colorful. Pinks,
blues, and purples were most common.

Photo courtesy of The Pearl Source Blog

80’s girls loved their flavored lip gloss.
From Cherry Chapstick to Revlon silver
city cherry the craze of sweet flavored
lips was a marker of the period. How
could bright pink blush and heavily
done makeup be forgotten? Women of
the 80’s made bold statements with their
makeup.The hairstyles were just as big
as the makeup. Big poofy hair was the

thing! Hair often was so tall that riding in
a car involved holding heads at strange
angles. From hair to clothes 80’s fashion
was vibrant at the least.

Dress Code

J. D. Bonner

The dress code section in the Cherokee
County School District handbook has been
questioned by multiple students. Dress code
is always a hot topic and causes numerous
debates about fairness and equality of the
dress code.

Sophomore Ka Dawkins was interviewed
and replied, “that some clothing shouldn't be
worn like beach outfits but  women should
be able to show their shoulders.”
Blacksonian staff did an informal poll of
students about their opinion of dress code. A
majority of female students felt that the
dress code was somewhat unfair, however;
several felt that the dress code was in place
for reasons.  The dress code is
understandable and needs a few minor
changes seemed to be the general consensus.

When male students were  interviewed
the opinion of dress code was much less
passionate. Most males didn’t have a lot to
say about the dress code. The boys talked to
stated pretty unanimously that other than the
ability to wear hats inside they had little
strong feeling about the dress code.

Dress code is a necessary part of
school. The current dress code is a fairly
standard school dress code.

Blacksonian staff interviewed
sophomore Brandon Martin and he stated, “
I don’t really know what to think of the
dress code, I think it holds people
accountable for not showing off too much of
their body.” From the collected data, we can
infer that most male students are fine with
the dress code or don’t care; on the other

hand, females think much more about the
dress code.

Today's Top 10 movies

starring on Netflix:

Me Time

Love In The Villa

This is 40

I come by

The Poison Rose

Despicable Me 2

Collateral

Snow White & The Huntsman

Scarface

Sing 2

End of an Era
J.D. Bonner

Queen Elizabeth II passed away on September 8, 2022.Many people around the world in many countries are mourning the Queen's death.
She was born on April 21, 1926.. She reigned as the queen for 70 years and seven months before her death. Queen Elizabeth II's parents
are Queen Elizabeth and George VI. Blacksonian staff interviewed senior Jerry Reid he stated, “This is unbelievable, I don’t know what
to say.” Queen Elizabeth II was an important part of the United Kingdom. The Queen was one of the World's girl leaders or political
leaders. Through time she has done a number of remembering things over the years. Queen Elizabeth II’s coordination was on June 2,
1953, and twelve years after that she took her First visit to West Germany. And her first “walkout” was 1970, also in the 70’s in 1977 she
received a silver Jubilee. The Queen also visited China in 1986 and made connections with many of they’re people in the country.
Thousands of people across social media platforms are making posts about the queen and how the queen impacted their lives. Queen
Elizabeth II’s mark on the world will definitely be remembered for years to come.
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Students Gain Real Life Experiences and Knowledge in the
Medical Field.
Jessica Martin

Hosa is the Health Occupational future
Students of America. The kids in HOSA are
future health care professionals. HOSA
allows these kids to compete in several
medical events and get real life experiences
before stepping into the real world. Every
March HOSA kids from all around the state,
if you place top 3 then you can go compete
national with other HOSA kids around the
country. The place of Nationals changes
every year. Last year, our group of 24 HOSA
kids went and finished top 2 and got to
compete with 60 other groups in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Photo courtesy of Triston Green

Anna-Marie Jones says that her favorite thing
about HOSA is “the opportunities that it gave
her to experience new things, learn, and also
make new friends.” Lydia Ruppe says
“HOSA gave me confidence to step out of
my comfort zone and do a little more than I
normally would.” Janeeka Miller, the head of
our HOSA committee says that she has seen
a really big change in her returning HOSA
kids in their confidence. Her club has also
grew 50% going from 24 students last year,
to 45 kids this year. Those interested, they are
taking applications.

HOSA Fun Fact

HOSA is the largest student
organization in America
concentrating 100% of its mission and
programs on developing future health
professionals and leaders. Nationwide
there are 150,000+ HOSA high
school, college, and alumni members.

National Art Honor Society

Grayson Hurley

The National Art Honors Sociality is an honors club for those who
are talented in art. Some members of the National Art Honors
Sociality and Cristina Thompson have agreed to share what makes
the National Art Honors Sociality different from other clubs.
Thompson had to say this about the National Art Honors Sociality,
“Here in Blacksburg High, I started it up when I started AP art
because AP art students go into graphics or the teaching side of art.
They are able to piggyback off of my school teaching degree to get
scholarships. They have honors cords. I would say the biggest
challenge is the split lunch that way everyone was able to meet and
including i2 there are so many kids go to i2 it is a hard to have
meeting when we need to meet. The requirements are you have to be
interested in art, one year of art class, if you are in AP art kid you
have to join, You have to participate in hangings and showings they
receive hours by their artwork.” Now that was from the teacher’s
perspective but what does a student in the National Art Honors
Sociality have to think about the club. Here is what Allee Crater a
senior in the National Arts Honors Society had to say about the club,
“I have been in the National Art honors Society since my 10 th grade
year but I also joined when I started AP art and one of the
requirements to join the National Art Honors Society is to take AP
art.

Well for those of us who are looking into an art-based career this
is really important. But we also do projects to help us get
scholarships. It helps you connect to others in the art community,
and you can share tips and get together to do projects, it’s really
good for being sociable. A lot of connections are able to be made.
Personally, I would say it’s like a family at least it's like a family
to me.” One thing is really clear about this club it’s definitely a
close group of people who love the arts but they welcome anyone
who is interested in
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Editorial & Staff

Seasons change
As fall sneaks up on us and the

atmosphere shifts from the beach and pool
to mountains and football games we must
look at the inevitable changes within our
lives. The ever shifting sands of time move
forward. Soon the trees that were verdant
green sources of shade will transition to the
vibrant shades of autumnal glory. Our lives
at BHS also make shifts and changes,

High school is a journey not a
destination. Yes, we do have an end date, a
final goal, the victory celebration that we
call “ commencement”, but the lessons
learned in and out of the classroom change
us. Just like the cool nights and warm days
turn the maple from restful green to fiery
red, so does the struggle and trials of daily
life.

By this time of year timid freshmen are
becoming more self assured, sophomores
are maturing, juniors are deep into their
schooling, and seniors are starting to enjoy
the bittersweet joys of senior year.  The
fruits of years of work are starting to take
shape.

Fall doesn’t mean time to stop. In fact, it
is the season to prepare for growth. As the
seasons change one must remember that one
harvest leads to another planting. That the
rich fruit of this fall is the seed of next
spring.
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