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2022 Football team enters at first pep rally.
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Starting the year
off right
Grayson Hurley

Last Friday Blacksburg High had the
first pep rally of the year. This was the
first pep rally in the gym since before
Covid. Senior Jessica Martin said, "I
think there was a great show of student
spirit." Congratulations to T.J Wylie
for winning the mascot competition.
He had some tough competition.
Besides Blacksburg’s new mascot
busting some sick moves, the
cheerleader’s cheers were spectacular.
The band also did an amazing job
getting the crowd pumped up. This pep
rally was certainly a spectacle for the
freshman and any new students getting
to see teachers and students participate
in fun games. Let's just hope this pep
rally reflects how the rest of the year
will go, fun and full of energy.

Artist rendering of downtown Blacksburg, SC courtesy of the Town of Blacksburg.

What’s in a name?
JOURNEY DAVIDSON

The school newspaper has historically
been called The Blacksonian. This name
pays tribute to the name of the town and
the man largely responsible for the
development and growth of this
community. The Black family was among
the earliest developers and advocates for
the community that is now Blacksburg.
Dr. John Gaillard Black moved into the
area after the war between the states. Dr.
Black was the grandson of Revolutionary
war soldier James Black

Major John F. Jones built the C.C. &
C. Railroads through Black’s Station,
Shelby and Rutherfordton. Dr. John G.
Black enticed Jones to run the railroad
through what is now Blacksburg, SC. The
town took on the name Black’s Station
and when the town was incorporated in
1888; Jones pushed the legislature to
rename it Blacksburg. Dr. Black
promised Jones cheap land and resources
if he brought the railroad to town.

Later Down the road Jones made a
decision to relocate the headquarters and
shops of the system to Black’s Station.
Jones also constructed various buildings
in the town such as roundhouses, and the
general office. Jones built his home and
the 15 railroad worker homes creating the
start of a planned city that would become
a thriving community in the upstate.
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Clubs and
Organization
Blacksburg has something
for everyone
Dalton Whelchel
Blacksburg High has a club for everyone.

Most clubs can be put into one of three
categories. They are usually either a service
club, honors society, or special
interest group.

The Beta Club is sponsored by Ms.
McDaniel she “has been a part of the beta
club for 23
years”. “She says it has always been a part of
Blacksburg”. “You have to have a
GPA of 4.0 or higher with 8 hours of
community service to be a member”.
“They are doing multiple things in the
community such as backpack buddies,
canned
food drive, Jerusalem project” and more.
Another academic club offered at BHS
is the math club which is sponsored by Mr.
Grigg.

“It originally started in 1957. It started at
BHS in 2020”, “you have to have
2 math credits with an A average to join”.
They are “trying to get meetings on
Wednesday or Friday”. “This club is known
for math excellence and people who
are high achieving and focused”. “They do
community work such as food drives,
tutoring,” and more.  There is the Science
club which Mr. Painter sponsors.
“This club was established in 2000 and began
at BHS in 2019”. It usually starts
in the late first semester”. “They don't have a
set meeting date, they just
meet as needed”. “It is known for taking top
performing students, academic
distinction, and takes the highest criteria to
stay in this club”.
One of the most dedicated and involved clubs
is
Beta Eta Sig
ma, often called boys club. This club is
sponsored by Mr.
Blackburn. This club was founded in 2018
and inspires its members to give back
to the community and support each other.
Ms. McAfee, Mrs. Thompson, and Mrs. Ham
Sponsor the Eta Beta Gamma club, also
known as “Empowered
Blacksburg Girls. This club took the place of
BeBes and is dedicated to

empowering the young women of BHS to be
successful in all areas. This club does
numerous service activities, goes on field trips, and
hosts an annual cookie  exchange.
Mr. Blackburn said, “Blacksburg has a variety of
clubs to reach students at all levels. Different
clubs do different activities. Clubs meet at
different times depending on the
advisors, members’ schedules I know we have
done numerous projects in the past
to help individuals Most clubs have planned
projects in the past to help out
the community”.

Did you know?
● BHS has over 12  clubs and

organizations

● Students can join clubs at I
2

including professional and

technical honor societies

● Colleges and universities

look at student participation

in clubs and organizations

● Many clubs and organizations

have scholarship and other

enrichment opportunities.

How to Serve your School
Grayson Hurley
Here at Blacksburg High, they offer plenty of
opportunities to help serve your school. With these
clubs you can give back to not only your school but
also your community with these clubs. In this
article some teachers have told me about the service
clubs they are over at Blacksburg High. This is
what Doug Blackburn had to say about his club,
Beta Eta Sigma, “New membership begins the 2nd
week of school. Typically, we meet during
homeroom once a week, we move meeting times to
help not just my schedule but the guys' schedules as
well. This is the 5th year for Beta Eta Sigma. Last
year we had roughly 50 members and we are
hoping to grow more this year. Beta Eta Sigma was
established to balance out the all-girls clubs in the
school. Our purpose is to inspire true friendship,
teach truth, temperance, and tolerance and extend a
helping hand to all who need it. We will have a
dedication service soon for the daffodils planted last
fall in honor of cancer patients. The boys will have
opportunities to go out to different sporting events
and even a club dance.” Beta Eta Sigma is an
all-male service club, but this next club is a service
club that accepts both males and females to help
clean up your school a little. “We are going to be
accepting new members through September 2nd

anyone wanting to join our first meeting will be the
24th of august. Only for one semester, it was
established last year. We currently have 6 members
because some of our members graduated last year.
The purpose of our club is to promote recycling
education in our school and our community.  We
plan to equip every class with a permanent
recycling container this school year. If we had
enough members and interest, we could go to the
national white-water center to take a conservation
program.” This is what Misty Greene had to say
about the club she is over so definitely check it out
if you think recycling is important. This next club is
a little bit of a different kind of service club. Ashby
Pruitt is over FCA, a club that serves the school by
telling people about Jesus, and this is what Pruitt
had to say about FCA, “You don’t have to register
for FCA we are just open for anyone who wants to
come. But if someone is interested in becoming an
FCA leader they need to come talk to me. Mondays
during both lunches is when we meet. I would say
BHS has been involved in FCA for decades. Last
year we had around 12 leaders and we welcome
everyone who wants to come. FCA is to encourage,
strengthen students with their walk with Christ. We
are going to do a life book giveaway this semester.”
So, if any of these clubs sound interesting to you
definitely check them out, there is no harm in at
least talking to the teacher of the club or a member
of one of those clubs.
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SPORTS

FOOTBALL
Football has had a rocky

start. Coaches remain

optimistic.

JOSIE BROWN

The Blacksburg Wildcats took the field
Friday against the Buford Yellow jackets.
This proved to be a rocky start to what has
the potential of being a great season.

According to Coach Kenneth Dockal
they” will have a “successful season 100%!”
Dockal said, “I need my players to have a
good attitude, show up and work hard.

The wildcats will have some obstacles to
overcome this season. One obstacle they have
this year is they have a lot of young players.
There are seniors and juniors that have
played in the past years. As in any year the
players are dependent on the coaches.

The coaches are looking to each other and
the team to work together, work hard, and be
in for the long haul. Even though the
Wildcats are going to have some obstacles
this year, Coach Dockal has 100% confidence
in his players and the coaching staff.

The results from this Friday game against
Buford were not as the wildcats would have
hoped. The wildcats fell short, 41 to 6, in
Friday's game.

The Wildcats are going back and working
hard to fix their weak spots in preparation for
their upcoming games, especially their game
this Friday against Saint Joe at Saint Joe. Go
support your wildcats at Saint Joe’s Friday
night at 7:30.

VOLLEYBALL

LADY CATS READY FOR THE NEW

SEASON

KAYLA BUTLER

Coach Lauren Mayes thinks that this season
will be very successful because the girls have
the foundation. This season the Blacksburg
volleyball team is focused on taking their skills
to the level. To Coach Lauren Mayes what
makes a good player is the players
determination, drive, and the players’ attitude.
What makes a player great is their desire to
outwork the competition. In order to be
successful, you have to practice, be coachable,
and willing to put in the work. When a player
walks on the court their hard work and
execution on the court makes them stand out to
her. Coach Lauren Mayes is excited for all the
games and she says the teams are very strong
this year.

The players that Coach Lauren Mayes are
most excited for on the court are the setters, the
setters are the quarterbacks of volleyball, and
the defensive specialist. If the setter can't move
the ball, the team can't score. If the defense can't
dig up the ball then the players also can not
score. Both setter and defensive specialist are
equally important in volleyball. The Blacksburg
volleyball team's first home game is a
scrimmage against Broome it is the thirty first of
this month. Come out and support the J.V. and
the varsity volleyball team.

FOOTBALL

WILDCAT REVENGE SEASON

BRANDON MARTIN

The Blacksburg Wildcats started a new
football season. They played against Buford last
Friday. Before their first game, Zak Lavender, a
junior, answered some questions about why this
season is gonna be The season. Lavender said, ”I
think we are passing the ball more and
defensively we have a different formation.
Overall, we’re injury free, except for the
occasional bruises that come with football, but
rather than that we’re all good, and in the right
mindset. We definitely took a hard hit at the end
of last season because of the loss of some
teammates, but we've been working on
persevering past that.” He also followed up with
why last year wasn’t the best year, this is what he
had to say, “The ending for us was definitely a
hard-hitter, plus losing some teammates because
of graduating, so we weren’t really in the
mindset.” Some of the other players on the
football team said they think the season is going
to go well. Friday Blacksburg played Buford and
lost (Buford) 41-6 (Blacksburg). It definitely
didn’t look good for Blacksburg but maybe they
will be able to turn it around at the next game at
St. Josephs.

Blacksburg students show that Wildcat pride and
BHS spirit at a before school community pep
rally.
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Life Styles
World’s Attire
Jeffrey Bonner

Generally, anywhere you go you will find people dressed differently depending on the person's interests. Fashion can range widely from
watches to jackets and coats. Across the world fashion or clothing could be different from other regions of the world depending on climate or even
religion.

Have you ever heard of Nike? Nike is a branding company and currently leads in the selling of footwear. Nike is ran by Phil Knight and his
son Travis Knight. They have a great range in footwear products. Products that they’re most known for are Air force 1’s, Air Jordans 1’s, and SB
Dunks.

Have you ever heard of Tommy Hilfiger? They are one of the most infamous brands. They are known to produce their T-shirts. Almost
anywhere you go you will run into someone wearing a Tommy Hilfiger. This brand has risen in popularity for their T-shirts customization. The color
of these shirts is liked by most and are said to be unique.

Almost every workplace or school if someone is wearing pants, they’re probably Levi’s. Levi’s are very popular around the world and the US.
They make a look that makes one look ready for business and very professional. These pants or Jeans can almost be worn with anything the color
compliments various T-shirts and shoes.

The 90’s Start Again
Skylar Byars
The 90’s makeup is the biggest and newest makeup trend. It was more shinny, brighter ,and glittery the 90’s are coming back because people claim
that it is better than ever. They would also wear the very low cut dresses and necklaces and stuff like that to wear with their makeup if it matched.
Jennifer Lopez is the one who started the 90’s makeup trend back up the brick lips were also popular in the 90’s . Some hope they bring them back
soon. Senior Grayson Hurley thinks that the 90’s would look better today’s time period. Sophomore Grace Martin said that “using makeup brushes
would  have been the best way to put the makeup on in the 90’s because she thinks they may have not used brushes but instead put the makeup on in
they used there fingers the put the makeup on there face.It  is also very expensive to wear the makeup because it costs about $90 to $475 just to get or
even find the products to get good products. Makeup is more of a hobby, you have to have love for it.

World’s Ear
Jeffrey Bonner

The trend or lifestyle of the world's music has changed. There have been different trend setters in every genre of music. The most popular
genres of music are R & B and Hip-Hop or rap. R&B is like pop music with the origin of African American pop music with a deep and soulful vocal
style. And hip pop is rhyming with flow over a beat. R&B as already said has picked up a big following over the years.

Stevie Wonder as of today has the largest fan base for a R&B artist alive today according to multiple sites including billboard.com. He has
multiple hit songs and has won grammys. Hip-pop or rap has also exploded onto the scene in recent years.

The biggest or hottest artist with the most following that is still alive is currently Drake. Drake also has multiple hit songs and has won grammys. He
is most known for his hard hitting song god's plan in 2018.

Another genre of music that has received some popularity is rock. The type rock group are known as the glass animals. They have the most
monumental base and are known across the world for their hard hitting rock. The group is very versatile and dynamic.

This year has produced some amazing songs from a wide range of artists. The number 1 song of 2022 as of now is by Harry Styles “As It Was” It
soared on Billboard Global Charts. The lifestyle of music has definitely changed. There are new faces surging to the type of the charts, and sadly
some old faces on the declining end.

Finally the number 1 song of all time as of today is by the Weekend. The song is titled the blinding lights he talks about the relationship status
between loving individuals. This song soared onto the billboard as number 1 and has held its spot there for quite some time.
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Avid goes school wide
JESSICA MARTIN

Like many other high schools, Blacksburg High
has an AVID program. This year, Blacksburg
High AVID program is going to be a little
different than years before. Unlike the other
years, it is school wide. This means Blacksburg
High might have more college field trips for
those not in AVID, more study techniques, and
overall an easier way of learning. “AVID is
paired up with different subjects this year” says
Misty Greene. This is Brooke MacAfee's first
year teaching AVID and Will Coggins’ first year
as the AVID coordinator.

Ms. MacAfee is liking her class so far. She is
worried about her senior and junior students
burning out due to adding an extra class to what
they already have. Lynn Black, who is not a part
of the AVID Site Team, says she hopes to see
more college trips for those not in AVID. She
hopes with AVID being school wide more of her
students will be motivated. Along with Mrs.
Black, Mr. Coggins does agree that AVID being
school wide would slow down their dropout rate.

Avid Fun Fact
AVID was founded by Mary Catherine

Swanson in 1980, at Clairemont High School,

in San Diego, US. The first elective class had

32 students. AVID now serves more than 2

million students in more than 7,500 schools

in 47 US states and 16 countries.

New Teachers Join Blacksburg
Triston Green
Blacksburg High has new teachers joining our school and everyone is very
excited. Lyric Knuckles is very excited since its her first year teaching and
she says, "Yes, this is my first year teaching. I've substituted at other
schools such as Gaffney High, Gaffney Middle, and mostly at
Limestone-Central. Teaching and substituting are different because I
actually get to learn about my students and spend more time with them.
The students at BHS are more behaved than my previous students. I
definitely do like the new school/district because the staff is so helpful and
I am enjoying starting my new journey as a teacher. She is very happy to
start her journey as a new teacher here at Blacksburg high. After
interviewing another new teacher, Samual Sparks, this is what he had to
say, "This is not my first year teaching, I am in my official 3rd year of
teaching, but have been in the classroom for 4 years. I taught at Ewing
Middle School for the past 3 years across the river. This school is very
different, the biggest thing is that it is a high school. At Ewing, I was in
one classroom all day long, here I get to move around which I enjoy a lot
more. I have been coaching for 4 years here at Blacksburg and was happy
to not have driven so far after school. So far the behavior is different from
what I dealt with in past years. I would not say better because I do not
want to talk down about students, but it is different. I love it here in
Blacksburg and happy that I am here!". At his old school he had to stay in
the class all day but here at Blacksburg he gets to move around and he
loves that.

Another one of our new teachers is Henry McAninch and although he
is new here doesn't mean he is new to the teaching game. Here is what
he said about himself, "No, I have taught in SC public schools for 15
years. I taught strictly history for 14 years and taught a combination of
German, English, and history for one year. This is my second year as a
German teacher. I also spent four years teaching English overseas
“back in the day.”I’ve taught at Spartanburg High School (SHS) and
Laurens District 55 High School (LDHS). Student, teacher, and
administrative culture differs from place to place – different people get
things done in different ways and I think that’s how it should be. Not
getting things done shouldn’t be an option, though. There are quality
people from all walks of life. What’s important to me is that the whole
team works together to create good, productive citizens and maintain
the values of the community. I’ve only been here five days, but
Blacksburg HS seems like a good place. Everyone is friendly and the
students are really nice – lots of smiles." Blacksburg High is certainly
happy to have all these new teachers but they certainly will miss the
teachers that left.

Blacksburg High School is ranked

100th within South Carolina. Students

have the opportunity to take

Advanced Placement® coursework

and exams. The AP® participation

rate at Blacksburg High School is

33%. The total minority enrollment is

14%, and 63% of students are

economically disadvantaged.

US News and World report
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Editorial & Staff
Welcome back! This school year holds in it a

promise of a lot of things. A return to normalcy,
a chance for growth, new programs, activities,
and like every school year, friendships and
relationships.

It is an honor to welcome back one of our
‘old friends’, The Blacksonian. The journalism
class voted to resurrect the name and concept of
The Blacksonian for a number of reasons.

The staff decided that we as a school, as a
community, even as an entire society needed
something solid, something traditional,
something that sounded grounded and to a point
old fashioned in the midst of a world of flux
and change. Blacksonian fit the bill. It isn’t
catchy or flashy. In fact it is dull and sounds
like something from the early part of the last
century–it is.

We need our traditions now more than ever.
If we ever needed a solid foundation it is now.
The name Blacksonian harkens back to a time
when this community was thriving and a place
second to none in the upstate. We indeed have a
tradition of excellence and need to remember it
as we continue to strive for more excellence
and bigger rewards.

We need news. In this age of social media
influencers and information overload we need
to be able to understand fact from fiction,
opinion from reality, and what is important
versus superfluous. Journalism forces one to
analyze what is essential and report the facts
only.

We will struggle. We will fail. We will learn.
We will grow. We will be better than we were,
after all this is Blacksburg!

The Blacksonian is the student

written, edited, and published

newspaper of Blacksburg High

School in Blacksburg, SC. For

information concerning the

publication please contact Mr.

Blackburn or one of the

editors.

Co-editors

Grayson Hurley

Jessica Martin

Staff Writers

Triston Green

Josie Brown

Journey Davidson

Kayla Butler

Oliva Bussolini

J.D. Bonner

Dalton Welchel

Brandon Martin

Skylar Byars

Advisor

Mr. Doug B. Blackburn,

Jr.
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