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Ropers-Rosendahl scores right notes
By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor

   As you know from the previous edition of the Phoenix Rising 
newspaper, this year the Phoenix Middle School musical will be 
dual-language Aladdin, but what you may not know is why.

“I have been wanting to do the dual-
language Aladdin for some time,” 
said Mrs. Julie Ropers-Rosendahl, the 
Phoenix vocal teacher and the direc-
tor of the production. “The concept of 
the show is just brilliant - it uses both 
English and Spanish, but in such a 
way that monolingual audience mem-
bers can still understand the show.”

  Although, finding the musical was 
tricky because of some limitations. 
Ropers-Rosendahl says “one of the 
challenges of finding musicals is that 

it has to be able to have both soloists 
and ensemble, and the length has to be right.” That time is 60 to 
75 minutes long.
  “With those restrictions, there aren’t a lot of bilingual choices,” 
she added.” However, I expect to do this show again in a few years 
because it is so AWESOME!”
  Since the musical is 75 percent Spanish, non-Spanish speaking 
students are learning a lot. Student Jamie Pehkonen, who plays the 
role of the Genie, says, “Learning Spanish has been a challenge for 
the cast, but it is going well because we are all up for the challenge 
and staying motivated.”
  Ropers-Rosendahl says, “I am very impressed with how our non-
fluent Spanish students have stepped up to learn Spanish, and also 
how our fluent Spanish speakers are helping with the learning pro-
cess. This really is a full team effort!”
  There is a lot more that goes into the show than you may think. 
The crew is run by Tammy Fummall, who is also a 7th-grade sci-
ence teacher. In 
addition, there 
are three helpers 
from Delavan-
Darien High 
School - Sabrina 
Sandhu, Juliana 
Wegleitner and 
Hunter Kast-
ning, who have 
choreographed 
some of the dances and help students run lines.
  Also, Ropers-Rosendahl’s son, Scott (who is a sophomore at Elk-
horn Area High School), helps with the show. Ropers-Rosendahl 
says a lot of her inspiration to do all of this work with the musi-
cal, and teaching choir, comes from her students. When she sees 

the hard work and potential they have, it makes her bring her “A” 
game to every rehearsal, she said.
  However, when Ropers-Rosendahl isn’t working, she enjoys dis-
tance running or hiking outside, reading, and playing games with 
her family when she has free time. That would explain why she is 
helping coach the Phoenix track team.
  Even though she now is a great teacher and coach, she didn’t 
always know this was the right path.
  “Believe it or not, I did not think I would be a choir teacher when 
I graduated from college,” she said.  “Although I did some choral 
work at UWEC (University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire), I was actu-
ally planning to teach high school band and German. However, 
when I couldn’t find a job doing that after graduating, I decided to 
go back to school at UW-Green Bay to get choir certification.”
  Her students are glad she did and they sing her praises because 
she is great at what she does. Ropers-Rosendahl does many fine 
things for Phoenix and got to where she is now with determination 
and hard work. That will be on display again during the musical, 
set for 7 p.m. on Jan. 25 and at 2 p.m. on Jan. 26 in the Phoenix 
auditorium.

Anna Lock

Lock named editor
of Phoenix Rising
   Anna Lock, an eighth-grader at Phoe-
nix Middle School, has been named 
this school year’s editor of the Phoe-
nix Rising newspaper. This is her third 
school year with the newspaper club.
   “I feel really proud to be named 
editor,” said Lock. “I really enjoy (the 
club) and it feels good to help oth-
ers with something I’m passionate 
about.”
   Lock has three articles in this edition 
of Phoenix Rising. She has written on 
various topics since sixth grade, but 
has been known for her feature stories 
on individuals.
   “Anna is a very reliable student and she is very deserving of be-
ing named the editor of the school newspaper,” said Thom Aiello, 
advisor for Phoenix Rising. “She leads by example, helps others 
and has strong leadership qualities.”
   The newspaper club needs more students to actively participate.
“To other students, I would say joining newspaper has been a really 
fun part of my middle school experience and (it) is something you 
should definitely consider,” said Lock. “It doesn’t take as much ef-

Julie Ropers-Rosendahl
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fort as you think, and (it) is a fun way to express yourself!”
   Lock’s older sister, Morgan, was a past co-editor of Phoenix Ris-
ing and is now a key member of The Cometeer school newspaper 
staff as a sophomore at Delavan-Darien High School.
   “I like newspaper club because I enjoy writing and being in-
volved with the school,” added Anna Lock.
   She listed her hobbies as reading and writing, drawing, playing 
clarinet and saxophone, and “hanging out with friends and fam-
ily.”

Anna Lock editor...

No Empty Bowls at Phoenix this year

By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor

 As you may or may not have noticed, the art club and art students 
have not been making clay bowls as they normally would be at this 
time. For the past four years, students at Phoenix Middle School 
have helped with the fundraiser called “Empty Bowls.” 
   However, this school year the fundraiser will not be taking place. 
Mr. Hank Schmelz, Phoenix principal, says the event will not be 
taking place for a few reasons. First of all, with the addition of fifth 
graders at the school for the first time, and the failed referendum 
last school year, there are too many students in a class to be work-
ing on bowls in the clay room.
   Next, since Mrs. Deck (last school year’s FACS teacher) left, 
Schmelz didn’t know if the FACS program would be available to 
help with the event, by making soup, like they had in years past. 
Students who have taken the FACS class this school year know 
there was a new teacher, Mrs. Yager. However, she retired after the 
first trimester and now former FACS teacher Mrs. Brown is back.
What you may not know, though, is that for the third trimester 

Unfortunately, there will not be the Empty Bowls fundraiser at Phoenix Middle School this year.

there will not be a FACS program. There will be a new course 
called 3D art, which will primarily focus on clay and other 3D 
aspects of art. This course starting third trimester will be taught by 
Mrs. Winn, who is a retired teacher from Elkhorn.
   So, with all of this confusion about the course and its ability to 
help, the fundraiser would be difficult to run.
“We needed to take a break because everyone was so busy around 
this time,” said Schmelz.
   However, with the referendum passing this current school year, 
Schmelz hopes to bring back the fundraiser for future years.
   “I am sad that we won’t be doing Empty Bowls, but it was a lot 
of work,” said Schmelz. Speaking of continuing the program in the 
future, Schmelz says he would like to make some changes. “I want 
more students to be involved and to help promote the event. I like 
the idea of a school supporting the community.”
   There will not be a replacement fundraiser this school year due 
to a lack of time to schedule and with the budget cuts. As you can 
see, there are many reasons why the fundraiser has taken a break, 
but rest assured it has high chances of coming back.
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New counselor Frommgen fits well at Phoenix
By Anna Lock
Phoenix Rising editor

   This school year has brought many new faces to Phoenix Middle 
School, including new guidance counselor Mrs. Bethannie Fromm-
gen. She grew up in Sparta, Wisconsin, 
and went to college at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater. This is her first 
job as a school counselor, but she has 
related experience.
   “I used to work at Rogers Memorial 
Hospital in Oconomowoc. I worked 
there for about four years, and spent 
most of that time working with adoles-
cents in residential programs, helping 
with anxiety, OCD, depression, PTSD, 
and many other mental health issues,” 
said Frommgen.
   She decided to come to Delavan be-
cause “everything seemed to fit well with 
who I was as a person and a counselor,” 
she said. Frommgen also shared that she met “Mrs. SK,” another 
Phoenix counselor, at Whitewater and was excited to be working 
with someone she already knew. Even though she already knew Mrs. 
Amy Sylvester-Knudtson, there were still many new staff members 
for her to meet.
   “The students and staff are extremely welcoming and kind,” said 
Frommgen. “I have felt so welcomed since the first day I started. Ev-
eryone is eager and willing to help out and that has made transition-
ing to a new position and school so much easier and fun. I think the 
staff have great relationships with each other and with the students, 
even outside of school hours everyone is cheerful when they see you 
around. That’s the kind of environment that I love to be a part of!”
   Though she is now very happy with her current job, she didn’t 
always think this is where she’d end up.
    “A year ago I would have never thought I’d be a middle school 
counselor, but the people here have made it one of the best decisions 
I have made thus far,” she said.
   There were a few things that led her into the profession of counsel-
ing versus her previous job at the hospital.
   “Growing up, I had close relationships with all of my school coun-
selors and they really made a difference in my life and helped me to 
become the person I wanted to be,” said Frommgen.
    Another reason she decided to go into counseling was because she 
decided counseling was more meaningful and proactive to her.
   “I knew that I always wanted to help people and originally I wanted 
to be some sort of counselor or psychologist. However, after work-
ing in mental health, I was led to school counseling,” she said.
   Now that she is into counseling, she helps students with many 
issues. When asked what issue she deals with most from students, 
Frommgen said, “Much like any middle school, I think one of the 
issues that we come across most is peer-conflict, and students not 
knowing how to handle it effectively. It gives us opportunities to 
teach students to be their own advocates and how to problem-solve 
issues, which will definitely come in handy all through life.” 
In order to achieve her dreams and be at the state she is in now, she 
had a lot of help.
   “My family has been my biggest support throughout my career,” 
said Frommgen. “My husband has always pushed me to try my hard-
est and supported me, especially on the hard days. It’s been a long 
road getting to where I am, but I’m so thankful to have had them by 
my side for the journey.”

   Speaking of her family, Frommgen’s immediate family consists of 
her husband, Aaron, their 5-year-old son, Harper, and their 1½-year-
old daughter, Boston. In her free time with her family, she enjoys 
being outdoors (in spring, summer and fall), although  she will still 
play with her kids in the snow. Also, their family enjoys camping 
and hiking.
   However, above all, Frommgen’s favorite family activity is to go 
to Chicago Cubs baseball games.

Bethannie Frommgen

Fortnite taking over 
among Phoenix students
By Riley Flintrop and Maddie Gums
Phoenix Rising staff
   Fortnite is a video game that has been very “trendy” over the past 
few months. It involves violence, weapons, inappropriate usernames 
and even more things that middle school-age children should not be 
dealing with.
   In February 2018, Fortnite was worth $126 million. In March, it 
was worth $223 million and in April it was worth $296 million. The 
game itself costs $9.99 and it costs anywhere from $8 to $20 to get 
new outfits for your characters, or “skins” as they call them. Paying 
$8 to $20 just to get one skin that could possibly not be used is a 
waste of money.

   Some seventh-grade teachers were asked 
what they think about the game Fortnite and 
if it is a popular topic in their classroom. 
First Tiffany Poritz, a seventh-grade Eng-
lish Language Arts teacher, was asked her 
thoughts on Fortnite. 
   What is your opinion on Fortnite?
   “The game is so last year. It’s time to 
make 2019 a better year of quality books.” 
   Do students in your class talk about Fort-
nite a lot?
   “Yes, it feels like it has ruined the human 

population.”
   Does it get annoying?
   “Yes, I feel like they want to buy new skins instead of doing 
homework. It is very tiresome. I don’t get the concept of students 
watching Youtube videos on how to get the next step on Fortnite. 
It’s annoying.” 

   Then, Thad Schmitt, a seventh-grade 
math teacher, was asked his   opinion on 
Fortnite. 
   Do kids talk about Fortnite ever?
   “Do kids talk about it? They dream about 
it.”
   How do you feel about the game Fort-
nite?
   “It’s a game that hits all levels of enter-
tainment. I’ve seen elementary schoolers to 
adults play it.” 
   What do you think about the game?

   “All it is an extension of Minecraft and 
Legos. It’s just the 2019 version. Some college students play Fort-
nite because it reminds them of their childhood.”
   Fortnite has become an issue at Phoenix Middle School and it is a   
“trend” that needs to die down. Students need to wait until they get 
home to “unleash” their “inner Fortnite.”

Tiffany Poritz

Thad Schmitt
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