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Old Fort Local Schools 

Student Council would like to take a moment to thank 

the entire Old Fort School District and community for 

your overwhelming support of this year’s Third An-

nual Play for a Cure volleyball fundraiser. As our Stu-

dent Council began the planning for this momentous 

occasion, we could have never imagined the outpour-

ing of donations we received. Your generosity contin-

ues to inspire so many. For me, personally, it is one of 

the many reasons I am so thankful to be a graduate 

and teacher at Old Fort and a proud parent of an Old 

Fort student.  

 

A tremendous thank you to our gallant wing-eating 

team of Mr. Anway, Mrs. Cobb, Mr. Siloy, Mrs. Beis-

ner, Laini Gillett, Brandon Swartz, Mason Bonawit and 

Savannah McCoy. This really started the week off on a 

great note and I can honestly say that you represented 

us with great might (and appetite) and we will defi-

nitely be ready for next year’s rematch! Our Buffalo 

Wild Wings total this year was $813.61! Thanks to 
everyone who attended this awesome night!! 

 

This event is also not possible without the help and 

time donated by so many of our amazing staff mem-

bers. Thank you to Mrs. Adelsperger and the Leader-

ship class for organizing the pep rally. Thank you to 

Mrs. Bryant and our K-6 elementary staff for organiz-

ing spirit week activities and for the coin war. Your 

donation of $1,530.62 brought me to tears and was 

well beyond what we have done in the past! To all of 

our district staff, thank you for your support of the 

weeklong activities and donations of guessing jars and 

baskets. The baskets for the basket raffle were put 

together by senior and junior class student council 

members, Sandy Adelsperger, and Deb Kozel with 

donations collected from students in grades 7-12. 

Additional baskets were donated by New Riegel’s 

Jacket Leadership Club and staff members. These jars 

of treats and raffle baskets always look great and help 

the cause tremendously! The Plinko game was a popu-

lar spot for the students and was donated for use by 

Mrs. Toni Harris, who also graciously provided the 

prizes as well! Thank you, Toni, for your donation of 

$140 to our cause! 

 

This year’s Silent Auction was also a huge success. 

Our total collected was $1,262 and we had a fantastic 

assortment of wonderful items from our amazing do-

nors. Julie Guth, thank you for organizing this event. It 

takes a lot of pre-planning and it is so impressive what 

you are able to help bring in! To Sarah Swanagan and 

Ann Miller, thank you for working the ticket table for 

our raffle activities. Additional donations were made 

by Derek Hunker on behalf of the Lion’s Club and the 

Athletic Boosters from the 50/50 raffle. Our shirt sales 

brought in a profit of $345 to be added to our dona-

tion and we will have a new design with an additional 

shirt color for next year! Thank you for ordering 

these fan shirts! These acts of kindness and generosity 

are what make Old Fort such a special community.  

 

As the Student Council Advisor, the work that goes 

into this event does not compare to the outcome. 

Being a part of this cause gives me a greater purpose 

beyond my classroom teaching and it is worth every 

minute. So….drumroll please!! After adding up all of 

the additional anonymous donations to our raffle to-

tals, the check will be written out to the American 
Cancer Society for $6,000!!! To put that into perspec-

tive, we more than doubled the donations made in our 

first two years for this event and it put us over 

$10,000 total for the three years we have sponsored 

this event with New Riegel.  

 

Again, on behalf of our High School Student Council, 

thank you for all of your support! Go Stockaders! 

- Randi Eilrich 
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Greetings from the  

Superintendent: 

 

In September, local report 

cards were released by 

the Ohio Department of 
Education.  This year, our 

report card was one of 

the better ones in the 
area with an overall grade 

of a B.  While I am quite 

proud of our Report 
Card, I am always frus-

trated by the bureaucracy 

that surrounds this report 

card and the absence of 
common sense that goes 

into some areas of it.  Stu-

dents are unique individu-
als that come from vari-

ous socio-economic 

statuses, various home 
lives, and homes where 

different values are placed 

on education.  As a public 
school, we are charged to 

educate each child to his 

or her fullest potential.  I 

know I am just as proud 
of the work of our band 

and art classes as I am of 

the students who score 
30+ on the ACT.  The 

beauty of education is 

that we give students 

different opportunities 

to find where their tal-
ents lie so that they may 

pursue those opportuni-

ties.  We try very hard 
to expose our students 

to numerous opportuni-

ties at Old Fort.  There 
are opportunities in the 

arts, there are opportu-

nities to pursue the 

skilled trades through 
Vanguard or Sentinel, 

and we provide the 

foundation for students 
to pursue numerous 

higher education oppor-

tunities.  We also value 
leadership and integrity 

in our students.  Cer-

tainly this involves doing 

well in the classroom, 
but there are so many 

other items that go into 

the education of each 
student.  Is it music that 

excites a student?  Is it 

theater?  Is it athletics?  
Is it a career in welding?  

Is it the challenge of a 

college chemistry or a 

pre-calculus class?   

   

I am proud of the fact 

that our staff educates 
every child without re-

gard for where he or she 

grows up or if he or she 
is being raised in a two- 

parent household or be-

ing raised by an aunt, un-

cle, or grandparent.  

Our staff and counselors 
do a wonderful job with 

each student who comes 

through the door each 
morning with whatever 

baggage he or she may 

have from the night be-
fore.  The reality of pub-

lic education is that in 

many cases we have be-

come the entity that not 
only teaches a student 

how to read and write, 

but also teaches proper 
social skills and how to 

behave.  We are lucky 

on three fronts.  Many of 
our students come from 

homes where education 

is valued and students 

come to school eager to 
learn. We are also lucky 

to have a staff that has 

adapted and continues 
to adapt to teaching our 

students who may strug-

gle in certain areas but 
still have a thirst for 

learning and dreams of 

who they can be.  Finally, 

we live in an amazing 

community that sup-

ports our staff and stu-

dents. 
 

Sincerely,  
Steve Anway 

 

“I know I am 

just as proud 

of the work of 

our band and 

art classes as I 

am of the 

students who 

score 30+ on 

the ACT.”  
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From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal 
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Greetings from your 

Principal, 

 

Our students and our 

staff have been busy, not 

only in the classroom, 

but with extracurricular 

activities as well.  Our 

athletes have been busy 

in cross country, soccer, 

volleyball, and golf.  Our 

band did an extraordi-

nary job as they per-

formed with Elmwood, 

Hopewell-Loudon, Gib-

sonburg, and Tiffin Uni-

versity for the halftime 

show at Tiffin Univer-

sity's football game, with 

our very own Mrs. Amy 

DeRodes directing!  

Volley for a Cure was a 

huge success.  See the 

full report on the first 

page!  

 

Academically, our stu-

dents have been digging 

into their studies.  We 

offered  fifteen College 

Credit Plus classes this 

year, in-house.  This 

means that all fifteen 

classes are offered at Old 

Fort High School.  This is 

a huge benefit to our stu-

dents; providing them col-

lege education while giv-

ing them an opportunity 

to experience high school.  

Two new programs this 

year are Introduction to 

Education and Personal 

and Professional Develop-

ment.  The Introduction 

to Education offers our 

students, with an interest 

in education, the experi-

ence in the classroom.  

Another new class offered 

this year is officiating in 

basketball, softball, and 

baseball.  With this class, 

Mr. Steve Adeslperger 

and Mr. Mark King pro-

vide our students the 

knowledge and education 

to become class 3 officials.  

Another class introduced 

this year is our Outdoor 

Physical Education class 

instructed by Mr. Jason 

Halka.  With this class, 

our students get the ex-

perience shooting with a 

bow, igniting a campfire, 

preparing a tent, fishing, 

and canoeing.   

 

 

 

 

 

Tips for parents: 

 

*Don’t discount your 

child's stress. In to-

day’s world, high school-

ers are under more 

stress than ever - getting 

good grades, excelling at 

sports, preparing for 

SAT’s, part-time jobs, 

building their college 

“resume” (which starts 

as a freshman), trying to 

have a social life and 

meet-

ing your expectations. Be 

the sounding board and 

safe haven for the stress 

of high school life.  

Push them out of 

their comfort 

zones. The middle 

school years are tough 

territory and for many 

kids - it’s all about sur-

viving. Most kids play it 

safe and try to stay un-

der the radar. High 

school is different. It’s 

the time for kids to fig-

ure out who they are 

and explore their pas-

sions. Give your kids the 

encouraging nudge to try 

something new – 

whether it’s in the arts, 

sports, volunteering - 

anything that sparks 

their interest.  

 

Erica Cobb 

“We offered  

fifteen 

College 

Credit Plus 

classes this 

year,  

in-house. “ 
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From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Elementary Principal 
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It’s hard to believe we 

have already completed 

one quarter of the year so 

far!  Students are busy 

learning in every area of 

our school, and we are 

already seeing tremen-

dous academic growth in 

our kids. 

 

Math Buddies have 

started this month.  This 

is an Action Step on our 

Building Plan to help im-

prove basic math skills.  

Older students had to 

earn 500 stickers to open 

a Family Link on their 

First in Math account.  

Each student in grades 4-

6 is matched with a little 

buddy in a younger grade 

and work for 20-30 min-

utes weekly to help their 

buddy improve his/her 

math skills.  Both older 

and younger students are 

motivated by this strategy 

and are enjoying their 

time together. 

 

A strategy I am using to 

get to know the 350 stu-

dents who are new to me 

this year is Game Time.  I 

invite a few kids from 

each grade level at a time 

to play board games.  

This gives me an oppor-

tunity to talk with kids, 

learn their names and get 

to know them personally.  

I really enjoy this time!  I 

currently know 37% of 

the kids’ names in the 

school.  This is up from 

6% in August and 20% in 

September.  My goal is 

100% by Christmas to 

avoid getting pied in the 

face.  By Christmas, if I 

don’t know their name, 

they get to throw a pie in 

my face.  If I call them by 

their sibling’s name, they 

get to throw two pies 

(because everyone knows 

that getting called your 

sibling’s name is a double 

insult).   

 

We have some exciting 

things coming up at the 

end of the month.  The 

Spooky Lunch will be 

held on Halloween.  This 

is where the cafeteria will 

be decorated for Hallow-

een and I dress-up.  We 

turn the lights off and 

light up the room with 

stringed lights.  It’s al-

ways a crowd favorite in 

“Students are 

busy learning 

in every area 

of our school, 

and we are 

already seeing 

tremendous 

academic 

growth in our 

kids.” 
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the schools I’ve been in!  

Later that day, at 1:30, 

we will have Trunk or 

Treat in the parking lot, 

sponsored by PTO.  

Please contact the school 

if you are interested in 

helping with either event 

that day. 

 

We are down to the last 

few days to sign up for 

parent/teacher confer-

ences.  Please call the 

school office if you need 

to sign up or change your 

conference time, and Ms. 

Magers would be happy 

to assist you.  I hope eve-

ryone is enjoying this 

cooler weather and look-

ing forward to a great 

second quarter of the 

year! 

 

With Children at Heart, 

 

Mrs. Laura Bryant 

 

From left to right:  Alaric McNemar,  

Raelynn Cook, Hannah Miller, and 

Christian Hines enjoy a game of 

Candy Land with Mrs. Bryant for 

Game Time.  
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Art 

Art has always been in my school life. Currently I’m an Art IV 

student and I couldn’t be happier with all of my artworks 

throughout the years. I have had the privilege of creating art for 

so many years. My favorite projects always include string art. 

Not only do I love art, but I also indulge in sports, Student 

Council, National Honor Society, Art Club and Science Club. I 

enjoy art in many forms, including creative writing. My plans for 

my future are undecided. I have a few majors I am deciding 

among, including journalism, education, or legal studies.  

-Karli Colson 

Old Fort Art Club officers include President- 

Morgan Miller, Secretary- Rachel Anstead, 

Treasurer- Madison Shaull, and Reporter- Zach 

Dewese. Art Club members did face painting at 

the Play for a Cure Game on Thursday Septem-

ber 27. We were also a part of the Pumpkin 

Patch at the Tiffin Drive-in event, decorating 

Harry Potter themed pumpkins on October 12 

and 13. The members of Art Club are now sell-

ing smelly gel pens! For $2.00, anyone can get a 

smelly gel crayon or  a smelly gel pen for $3.00. 

In November, there will be Art Club-designed T

-shirts and sweatshirts available for purchase. 

 

- Zach Dewese 

Old Fort’s Paint-a-Plow  

Art Spotlight 

Karli Colson 
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News 
 

 
 

First in Math 

Written by: Evan Combs and Ryan  

Adelsperger 

 

First In Math is a program that was de-

signed with a purpose to get kids excited about 

learning, especially math. First In Math helps kids in 

many different ways at school and at home. The 

program can help the child with math facts, as well 

as make the child feel challenged, or it can rein-

force math skills that a child may need help with. 

First In Math helps kids make their problem-solving 

skills stronger and helps with fact fluency.  

Many kids around the world use First In 

Math to help reinforce their math skills. The pro-

gram turns math from something that isn’t fun to 

something that they can’t wait to do. Students in 

kindergarten all the way up to eighth grade can use 

First In Math. 

First In Math has drastically helped im-

prove many kids’ math grades by building stronger 

problem-solving skills and improving fact fluency. 

Fact fluency is a very important thing to have be-

cause it can make problem solving easier and 

faster. As you get older and go into high school, it 

becomes more important to know your math facts. 

First In Math has a lot of games you can play to 

earn stickers and usually the farther you get into a 

game, the more stickers you can earn. Stickers also 

help make it fun because you can earn cool prizes 

and compete against your friends for bragging 

rights. This can also help kids be more enthusiastic 

about math and help them build a stronger founda-

tion. 

Old Fort uses First In Math for many dif-

ferent reasons. The First In Math program can give 

kids something to do in their spare time at school 

and even at home. This can strengthen every stu-

dent’s understanding of math concepts. Every quar-

ter there is a First In Math raffle where you can 

earn cool prizes. After every one hundred stickers, 

you earn a First In Math raffle ticket. Every two 

hundred stickers earns you two, and then back to 

one and so on. Every time you get five hundred 

stickers, you get a bonus raffle ticket to put in the 

bonus raffle to try to win money. So the more 

stickers you get, the more raffle tickets you get. 

The more raffle tickets you get, your chances of 

winning a prize increases. Raffle ticket are put in 

the jar of the prize/prizes you want to try and win. 

 

This year, we will be trying a new thing 

called math  buddies. First In Math accounts are 

only given to students in 4th-6th grades at the ele-

mentary school.  After earning five hundred stick-

ers, you get a second free account.  

The students in grades 4-6 are being en-

couraged to earn five hundred stickers so that we 

can start math buddies. The kids that unlock the 

second account will be paired up with a kid in a 

lower grade and help them with their math skills. 

 

Here are some pictures of the Old Fort math bud-

dies: 
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Eagle Scout Ceremony 
 
Seneca County Commission-

ers Mike Kerschner and Holly 

Stacy congratulate Jack DeRan 

at his Eagle Scout ceremony 

on October 14, 2018. 

 
Congratulations Jack! 

Nibble Ohio Projects Grade 4 
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Parent-Teacher  

Conferences 

3:30-7:00 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

Parent-Teacher  

Conferences 

3:30-7:00 

 

Hiram College 

8:00 

6 

  

7 

 

8 

 

9 

Elementary  

Veterans Day 

Assembly 8:00 

A.M. 

 

8th Grade       

Sentinel Career 

Day 

 

Picture Retakes– 

HS 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

Board Meeting 

6:00 

13 

 

Quiz Bowl Meet 

 

Celebrate Youth  

Luncheon  

11:15-12:15 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

Jostens Ring De-

livery 12:00 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

Midterm 

20 

 

Picture Retakes 

Elementary 

21 

 

Thanksgiving 

Break– No 

School 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

Choir at  

Bettsville Tree 

Lighting  

5:00 

 

26 

 

27 

Science Club 

8:00 A.M. 

28 29 

 

 

30 

ENG 12 Field 

Trip 7:30– 3:00 

 

Music CCP to 

Columbus 

 

Vanguard Sopho-

more Visitation 

Day 8:25-11:20 

31 

 

 

November 2018 
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December 2018 
Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

“ A Holiday 

Celebration” 

Concert  

Choir/Band 

3:00 

 

 

3 

 

Field Trip:   HS 

choir to  

Ole Zim's   

12:30-2:10 

4 

Sentinel Rep. 

Visit : 
 

Sophomores-11:15 

 

Freshmen  

Cosmetology-  

12:03 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

Board Meeting 

6:00 P.M. 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

6th Grade 

Christmas  

Caroling 

 

14 

 

8th Grade  

Sentinel Career 

Day 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

1:30 –2:30  

Elementary 

Dress Rehearsal 

 

Elementary 

Christmas Pro-

gram 

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

End of 2nd 

 Quarter 

22 

 

Holiday 

Break  

No School 

23 

 

 

 

30 

24 

 

 

 

31 

25 

 

26 27 

 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 


