
Reconfiguration Update
During the 2017-2018 school year, the Woodland Public 
Schools Board of Directors considered the following:

 » The learning impacts on students attending 
two or more schools during grades K-4.

 » Feedback received from the community on 
transportation and the length of ride times.

 » Anticipated student enrollment and current building 
capacity of each school.

As a result, the board determined that in 2019-2020, all 
Woodland Elementary Schools will be configured into K-4 
schools to better serve our students. 

Neighborhood Schools
Each K-4 elementary will now be neighborhood 
elementary schools. Families will be notified of which 
school their children will attend before the end of February.

District Attendance Area Transfer Option
The Woodland School Board supports the option for 
parents to choose which school their child attends. Policy 
3131 outlines steps for parents to apply for this option. 

 » Parents should note they will be responsible for their 
student’s daily transportation to and from the non-
resident school.

 » Transfer requests are due by April 15 and are reviewed 
on a first-come, first-considered basis with factors such 
as school capacity affecting transfer decisions.

 » Access to this form will be available on the district 
website on January 29th, following after school board 
approval on January 28th.

 » Transfer requests for kindergartners will be considered 
after April 15th this year. 

Transportation Update
To accommodate the neighborhood schools 
and address the current issue of the long bus 
rides, the School Board evaluated several 

transportation options. As a result, a new transportation 
model was selected. In this model, elementary (K-4) 
students will be picked up and delivered directly to their 
neighborhood school. Then, the buses will return to route 
and pick up/deliver our secondary students (5-12).

Forecast models show the average bus ride times will 
decrease for most students:

 » WPS: From 37 to 22 minutes (~40% decrease)
 » WIS: From 67 to 26 minutes (~60% decrease)
 » WMS: From 41 to 37 minutes (~10% decrease)
 » WHS: From 56 to 24 minutes (~55% decrease)

Before and After Childcare
Parents will have the option to enroll students 
needing after-school care through the WCC. 
We are exploring the possibility of expanding the program 
and offering WCC at both the WPS and WIS campuses.

School Names
Since the terms “primary” and “intermediate” apply to 
schools serving specific grades, both schools will receive 
new names. The renaming process is already underway 
with the community having an opportunity to vote on 
their favorite names for each school happening soon.

Start Times
Now that buses will deliver K-4 and 5-12 students 
separately, the buses require 60 minutes between 
elementary and secondary school start times. As a 
result, start times were adjusted.

 » Elementary students will start first and at the same time 
Yale Elementary currently starts: 7:45 a.m.

 » Yale Elementary will start and end on the same  
schedule as the down-river schools Monday-Friday. 

 » Woodland Middle School will likely be at, or very close 
to, their current schedule.

 » Woodland High School will likely shift 35 minutes later, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 3:50 p.m.

Monday Late Start will continue with each school starting 
75 minutes later each Monday. Official school start and end 
times will be posted when finalized. 

Studies show other potential benefits for a later school 
start for secondary (WMS/WHS) students:

 » Increased attendance and reduced tardiness
 » Improved academic achievement
 » Lower car accident rates for high school students

Please Stay Tuned
Please visit www.woodlandschools.org for 

more information. The district publishes regular 
ongoing updates about the reconfiguration 

process including answers to frequently asked 
questions on the district website.
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