
Olympia is now offering new learning opportunities 

for high school students to gain personalized college 

and career experiences. Past practice for earning 

credits in high school was measured by Carnegie 

Units (120 hours of student contact time with a 

teacher in a classroom). This time-referenced meas-

urement of education has been used by American 

high schools and colleges for years. Olympia has 

decided that it is time to shift to leading-edge learn-

ing experiences that better meet the needs of our 

students today and in their future!  Our District mis-

sion is to “Empower learners to recognize and 

achieve personal growth for success.” To empower 

all students, the focus has shifted to individualized 

personal learning experiences geared toward a stu-

dent’s future career pathway. Entering high school, 

every student will be charged with identifying per-

sonal strengths and interests. They will utilize these 

areas of strength and interest to identify future ca-

reer goals, which will assist in high school course 

selection. Olympia has increased and streamlined 

offerings to help students gain more direction early 

in their high school career so they are prepared for 

college or career when they exit Olympia High 

School.  New career-related elective course options, 

college credit classes (through Advanced Placement 

and Heartland dual credit), job shadowing, intern-

ships, and community-based opportunities offer 

Olympia students more pathways to finding their 

ideal college and careers. The future is bright for 

Spartans!  

Offering a Refreshing Change in Learning 

Olympia Strategic Dashboard 

Olympia Community Unit School District 16 

February 1, 2019  

Volume 2, Issue 1 

Winter Newsletter 2019 
Olympia CUSD 16 

903 E 800 North Rd 

Stanford, Il  61774 

Phone 309-379-6011 

Fax: 309-379-2328 

www.olympia.org 

 

Superintendent, Dr. Andrew Wise 

Assistant Superintendent, Mrs. 

Laura O’Donnell 

 

Board Members: 

Kevin Frazier, President 

Carolyn Hansen, Vice President 

Trena Glenn, Secretary 

Lynn Cross 

Shawn Hohulin 

Doug Maris 

Steve Matter 

Inside this issue: 

Alternative Learning Days  2  

Pack the Place/Hall of Fame 2 

DIAL Screenings 2 

Sales Facility Tax 3 

Bus WiFi Service 3 

Pre-K Program Changes 4 

Solar Panels at Olympia 

 

4 

The District will send a newsletter each Winter and Summer to residents.  To learn more about all the exciting educational activities happening inside our schools, visit 
www.olympia.org.  You can also follow the news on Facebook and Twitter.  All schools and the District have an active Facebook and Twitter account. 

On the Olympia website, there is a dash-

board highlighting progress toward reach-

ing the goals outlined in the Strategic Plan. 

In order to access the Dashboard, go to 

www.olympia.org, click on Menu, and then 

click on District Dashboard (under Quick-

links).   

Once on the Dashboard, you can click on 

Indicators to see progress toward Spartan 

Academic and Activity Success; Staff 

Growth and Development; Learning Envi-

ronment; and Community and Communica-

tion.   

Olympia to Host Facility Meeting 

On February 25th at 7:00 p.m., all communi-

ty members are invited to the Olympia High 

School auditorium to hear about recommen-

dations for facility upgrades across the Olym-

pia School District.  There have been meet-

ings at each of the buildings to gather input 

from parents, staff members, students, and 

community members about the condition of 

their buildings.  Recommendations for build-

ing improvements will be shared with all 

members that are in attendance.  Olympia 

has been working to prioritize the potential 

renovations that can take place in the build-

ings to provide our students with the best 

learning spaces possible.       

Olympia School Calendar 

The 2019-2020 school calendar has been Board 

approved and can be found at https://

bit.ly/2T9ZzDJ.  School will kick off on Wednesday, 

August 14, 2019 with a full day of student attend-

ance.  The final day of school is set to be May 19, 

2020.  Next year, there will no longer be late start 

days for the high school.  These days will be re-

placed with 4 early out days for all District schools.  

The early out days are scheduled to be on: Septem-

ber 11th, November 6th, February 5th, and April 

1st.  Lastly, spring break is March 23-27, 2020. 
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New Resource Officer Starts at Olympia 

Deputy Lonnie Kirby has taken over as the School Resource 

Officer for the Olympia School District.  We appreciate the 

partnership with the McLean County Sheriff’s Office and their 

commitment to school safety at Olympia.  Deputy Kirby is a 

2010 graduate of Olympia and is excited to be back with his 

alma mater.   

Alternative Learning Days 

Olympia will join other districts around Illinois  as we begin to implement Alternative Learning Days.  An Alternative Learning Day would 

be a day in which students would be completing work either electronically or paper/pencil based at home instead of reporting to 

school.  Teachers have shared information around expectations for Alternative Learning Days with students.  Teachers will work closely 

with students that have technology challenges or other challenges that may interfere with work completion on the Alternative Snow 

Day.   

An Alternative Learning Day may be used instead of taking a traditional snow day.  Having the flexibility to use an Alternative Learning 

Day will allow for continuity in student learning  and minimize the number of additional days that would need to be added onto the end 

of the year calendar as Alternative Learning Days can be counted toward our total student attendance requirement. 

Alternative Learning Days will be announced in the same manner as traditional snow days have been announced which is through a 

School Messenger phone call.   

Spring Dial Screening Dates 

Families that would like their children to be screened for possi-

ble enrollment in Pre-K for the 2019-2020 school year should 

reserve the following dates for screenings: 

Olympia South– May 7th Atlanta Christian Church 

Olympia West– May 8th St. John’s Church Minier 

Olympia North– May  10th Danvers Community Building 

Students need to be 3 on or before the date of the screening in 

order to be screened and considered for Pre-K.  Students al-

ready in Pre-K do not need to be re-screened.  More information 

will be posted at www.olympia.org closer to the screening dates.   

OHS Chosen as Featured School at Raising 

Student Achievement Conference 

Olympia High School was honored in December at the 

Raising Student Achievement Conference in St. Charles, 

Illinois as a Featured School.  OHS was one of 12 schools 

honored with this designation.  OHS was chosen as a fea-

tured school due to innovative learning techniques includ-

ing the implementation of Skills Based Reporting, student 

ownership of learning, and the changes in student-teacher 

assessment practices. 

OHS To Host Pack the Place 

On Saturday, February 16th, Olympia High School will be hosting 

Pack the Place at the Olympia High School Gym. The Spartans 

will be taking on the Clinton Maroons.  The Junior Varsity game 

tips off at 5:00 p.m. and the Varsity game will follow that game.   

On this night, the Olympia Activities Hall of Fame will also be in-

ducting  Doug Blair, Karen Graber, 2nd Lieutenant Tyler Ginger, 

Major Nate Eaton, and the 2009 Baseball Team into the Olympia 

Hall of Fame. 



The Olympia Bus Fleet currently has 10 buses that have Wi-Fi service on 

them.  There are eight route buses and two extra-curricular buses with this 

capability.  The school district will be utilizing these ten buses to determine 

if this is a service that will expand to all buses.   

The service will only work with District-issued devices.  The Wi-Fi routers 

have been configured to serve as mobile hotspots in communities as well.  

If students are within 90 feet of the bus, they will be able to connect their 

Chromebook to the Wi-Fi.     

The chart on the right provides the location of where the buses will be 

parked in the communities if students want to utilize the Wi-Fi in the after-

noons to complete class projects or school work.   

Olympia Reaches out to Community Leaders 

Olympia Buses Add Wi-Fi Service 
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There are 51 counties in Illinois that have passed the sales facility tax.  This 1 percent 

tax on goods provides revenue to local school districts and is distributed to schools 

based on the number of students that live in the county where the tax is applicable.  

Schools can only use this revenue for school facility purposes.   

There are items that are exempt from this tax.  Those items include medicine, farm 

equipment, cars, trucks, ATV’s, boats, and groceries.  While the extra revenue can be 

utilized in many areas, the additional revenue cannot be used for salaries and bene-

fits, instructional costs, textbooks and computers, moveable equipment, and school 

buses. 

The sales facility tax will be on the ballot in Tazewell County  on April 2nd, 2019 for 

voters to choose if this will be enacted.  If passed in Tazewell County, it is estimated 

that an additional $400,000 of revenue will be provided to the Olympia School District 

each year.   

County Sales Facility Tax 

During the course of the Fall Semester, the Olympia 

School District has hosted several meetings with im-

portant community members to share key updates from 

the schools. In August, our area first responders joined 

the Olympia Administrative Team to review important 

school safety procedures and crisis plans.  The Olympia 

Administrative Team also met with members of the 

Olympia Ministerial Alliance.  In October, mayors and 

village leaders from the Olympia Communities came out 

for an update on the Olympia Strategic Plan and to tour 

the Olympia High School and Middle School facility.  We 

appreciate the time each of these groups dedicated to 

collaborating with our school leaders.   

Community Bus Number  Location 

Armington 11 307 S Monroe 

Street 

Atlanta 6 Olympia South  

Danvers 25 Olympia North  

Hopedale 15 Christian Life 

Academy 

McLean 30 Mt. Hope/Funks 

Grove Parking Lot  

Minier 8 Olympia West 

Stanford 10 Allin Township 

Shed  (Main St) 

Waynesville 31 Waynesville Chris-

tian Church 
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In August, 2018 when students re-

turned back to school, power at all four 

buildings was being powered  partially 

by solar panels.  There are panels on 

the roof of all Olympia buildings, as 

well as a set of panels on the north 

side of OHMS that can be used to help 

students learn about solar power.  The 

solar panels system installed in the 

District saves the District approximate-

ly 50% of energy costs each year.   

Olympia reports student performance using a four 

point skills based scale. The four point scale repre-

sents a student’s current level of performance.  The  

performance level descriptors are listed below: 

4— Exceeds—The student demonstrates a deep 

understanding of the concept or skill.  

3—Proficient—The student is able to complete tasks 

or answer questions related to the skill/concept 

independently (and consistently).  

2—Approaching— The student is beginning to grasp 

the concept or skill and can demonstrate partial 

understanding.  

1—Beginning—The student is in the very early stag-

es of understanding this concept or skill.  Signifi-

cant support is needed.  

Elementary teachers have developed criteria for 

each performance level by skill .  Many elementary 

skills are worked on throughout the year.  There-

fore, skill scores that are shared at the end of each 

quarter simply represent the student’s performance 

at that time.  Growth is expected throughout the 

year for most skills.  If you have questions about 

skills based reporting, please have a conversation 

with your child’s teacher. 

Solar Panels at Olympia     Skills Based Reporting 

For the first time in over 15 years, 

Olympia was not awarded a Pre-K 

Grant through the State of Illinois.  

As a result, Olympia’s Pre-K pro-

gram will be a fee-based program 

beginning in the 2019-2020 

school year.  Parents may apply for 

the program by contacting your 

respective elementary school.  The 

fee will be $13.00 a day, as well as 

a one time registration fee.  All 

fees will be waived for families that 

qualify for free or reduced fees.  


