
Striving to Build a 
Better Tomorrow

January 3, 2023



Purpose of Tonight
● Educate the community on our 

bond proposal.
● Involve community members in 

the process.
● Being transparent about the 

process.
● Build trust through oversight 

and accountability. 



February 2022
Month 0

The bond issue of $52 million was passed by voters. GH2 Architects and 
Nabholz Construction immediately began work on the New Elementary 
project.

March - May
Months 1-3

Design Development: Stakeholder groups including faculty, staff, and 
administrators met with the design team to review the functionality of the 
spaces planned for the facility. GH2 simultaneously updated the plan and 
building design to reflect the needs discussed in these meetings. 

May - July
Months 4-6 

In May, Nabholz conducted a review of current market conditions and 
industry trends, indicators showed us to be over budget.  In July, the 
market saw another large increase. 

Project Milestones to Date



July - August
Months 6-7

Nabholz produced a revised budget with knowledge of bidding 
trends and recommended reducing the building square footage and 
value engineering approximately $7 million. Nabholz and GH2 
worked with the school to reduce the building footprint, review and 
adjust building materials, and identify bidding alternates. 

September 
Month 8

Superintendent Schornick was notified by Stephen McDonald & 
Associates that the bond sales generated approximately $3 million 
less than anticipated due to interest rates. 

November 2022
Month 10

The Catoosa Public Schools Board of Education voted to call a 
$9 million bond election to be held on February 14, 2023 so that 
the building could be completed as originally designed. 

Project Milestones to Date



In a nutshell…
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Budget Breakdown
Original Previous Current

Financial Costs $7,127,542 $10,022,568 $10,022,568

Construction, Design and 
Construction Manager 

$41,631,000 $38,598,547 $36,458,718
$2,139,829

Furniture, Fixtures, Equipment 
and Technology

$2,428,793 $2,428,793 $2,428,793

Geotechnical, 3rd Party Testing, 
Hazardous Material Abatement 
and Survey

$190,000.00 $190,000.00 $190,000.00

Unforeseen Conditions $622,665.00 $760,092.00 $760,092.00

                                                $52,000,000 $52,000,000 $52,000,000



Why do we need this bond issue?
 

CPS needs this bond issues to fund large 
capital projects, such as adding 14 
classrooms back to the original design. 



What will the bond be used for?
 

The bond will be used to COMPLETELY 
fininish the construction a new and innovative 
elementary school that will house Pre-K 
through fifth grade. 



What is the dollar amount of the 
bond?
 

Catoosa Public Schools is requesting a 
general obligation bond of $9,000,000.00 for 
this project.



Will this be a “tax increase 
bond?” How much will my taxes 
go up?
 

Yes. For a home/property with an assessed 
value of $2,000.00, the increase would equate 
to approximately $110.34 per year. Broken 
down, that is .30 cents per day or $9.19 per 
month.



When/Where will the election be held?
 

The election will be held on Tuesday, 
February 14th, 2023, from 7:00 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at all local voting precincts. Absentee ballots 
will also be available. 



What is the timeline for the 
construction of the new elementary?
 

Based on the General Contractor’s timeline, 
the new facility would be completed by August 
2024 and the 14 classroom re-addition would 
be completed by August 2025…if the 2023 
bond issue passes. 



Will the other schools be receiving 
improvements from this bond issue?
 

While the bond issue will only be used for the 
new construction, the other schools have 
proposed projects in place that will be paid for 
with ESSER funds, Building Funds, and 
“possible” Bond Surplus Funds. 



Can the funds be used in any 
other way?
 

No. Money from bond issues can only be used 
for capital expenditures such as major capital 
improvements and renovation costs. Bond 
funds may not be used for operating expenses 
such as salaries, benefits, transportation 
costs, utilities, textbooks or other supplies. 



What will we do if the bond issue 
fails?
 
In the event that the bond issue fails, we will continue to 
use the existing building, in this case HPLC, as we do now 
for PK-K. District Building Funds and ESSER Funds will be 
used to make necessary upgrades/repairs. Additionally, to 
pay for this, more money would have to be spent from the 
day-to-day General Budget (the part that normally pays for 
classroom instruction, teachers, staff and supplies).



2023 Bond Proposition  

*Millage rate is a tax rate - the amount of tax payable per 
dollar of the assessed value of a property. 

Bond Voted Years Projected 
2023-2024 

Millage Rate

Projected Tax 
Increase

$9,000,000 10 23.99 5.52%

2022-2023 = 17.47



Millage rates in comparison 
Claremore Chelsea Catoosa Oologah Inola Sequoyah

20.40 15.88 17.47 18.64 11.46 19.11

Foyil Verdigris Justus Chouteau Bixby Broken Arrow

18.03 15.40 15.99 22.58 33.53 28.23

Coweta Berryhill Wagoner Haskell Locust Grove Tulsa

27.20 26.40 24.54 26.03 23.13 26.63

Collinsville Owasso Sand Springs Skiatook Sperry Glenpool

29.99 27.52 28.63 29.14 26.42 28.93



What does this mean for my household? 
Impact to the Catoosa Public Schools Taxpayer 

22-23 Tax Amount 23-24 Tax Amount Annual Increase Monthly Increase

$500.00 $527.58 $27.58 $2.30

$600.00 $633.10 $33.10 $2.76

$700.00 $738.62 $38.62 $3.22

$800.00 $844.14 $44.14 $3.68

$900.00 $949.65 $49.65 $4.14

$1,000.00 $1,055.17 $55.17 $4.60

$2,000.00 $2,110.34 $110.34 $9.19

$3,000.00 $3,165.51 $165.51 $13.79

$4,000.00 $4,220.68 $220.68 $18.39

$5,000.00 $5,275.85 $275.85 $22.99

$10,000.00 $10,551.70 $551.70 $45.97



Upcoming Meetings
Thursday, January 5, 2023
6:00 PM at the CPS Dome 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023
Winter Homecoming 5:00-6:00 PM 

Activity Center Lobby 

Thursday, February 2, 2023
6:00 PM at the CPS Dome 



Questions?



Bond Updates
● Jobsite “LIVE” Camera

ibeamsystems.com/camera/catoosaelementaryschool
 
● Catoosa Public Schools Website
www.catoosaps.net 

● Catoosa Public Schools Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/CatoosaPublicSchools

● Catoosa Public Schools Service Center
rschornick@catoosa.k12.ok.us or jbrown@catoosa.k12.ok.us

http://ibeamsystems.com/camera/catoosaelementaryschool
http://www.catoosaps.net
https://www.facebook.com/CatoosaPublicSchools
mailto:rschornick@catoosa.k12.ok.us
mailto:jbrown@catoosa.k12.ok.us

