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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
To cancel school or not to cancel?  This question is very challenging.  My first concern is always 
the safety of our students.  Making the decision to cancel school the day prior is the best for 
families allowing them to plan; however, the weather forecast is not always reliable.  If I wait till 
morning, the decision to cancel school for the day must be done before bus drivers and some 
district employees leave for work, which is usually before 5:00 AM.  Both of these scenarios 
don’t allow for a single person to always make the right decision every time.  Again, making this 
call is very challenging.  
 
The canceling of school impacts every family and child as well as the instructional programs we 
offer.  I email, call, and discuss with the bus company, other District Administrators in the 
surrounding areas as well as consult the National Weather Channel.  Overall, I do my best.  But 
in the end, I must rely on my gut knowing that it is not an exact science.  
 
Many are asking if we will need to make up school days.  At this time, D-DSD is meeting the 
required number of  instructional minutes with the days that school has been canceled. 
However, it is only the end of January, and we still have a long way to go before Spring.   
 
I know that every day we do not have school parents and guardians scramble to find child care. 
In addition, children thrive on structure, and school provides them a regular routine.  Our goal at 
D-DSD is to provide that routine, provide that safe and healthy environment where your child 
succeeds, and provide a nurturing place where they are happy.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions regarding this or any other issue, I 
encourage you to reach out to me, your child’s building principal, or your child’s classroom 
teachers.  Here at D-DSD, we are passionate about our jobs, the success of your child, and the 
bright future for the Comets.  
 
 
A Proud Comet, 
 
 
Dr. Jill Sorbie 
District Administrator 
Director of Instruction 
jsorbie@ddschools.org 
(262)233-6751 
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Delavan-Darien High School 
 

Delavan-Darien High School began 2019 with a fantastic month as we continued to 
grow the knowledge of our students and staff. 
We began the month with training for our high 
school staff on “Stop the Bleed,” presented by 
Zach Lodder and friends for Zach’s Eagle Scout 
Project.  Thanks to Zach, the high school is now 
well equipped with both training and equipment 
should we experience a situation that requires 
the use of a tourniquet. Our AED’s were all 
updated with stickers and Bleeding Control bags so anybody that is 

trained has immediate access to such materials. 
 
We hosted a highly successful Freshman Welcome Night which saw incoming students 
(and their parents) begin preparing for course 
registration for the 2019-20 academic year. 
Parents and students are reminded that the 
master schedule will be created based upon student selections when they are 
registering for courses in early February. Please make sure to have conversations with 
your child as schedule changes will be extremely limited once the master schedule gets 
built. 
 
We also had our annual Winter 
Band Concert featuring our Band 
& Orchestra. It was an excellent 
event as all the seats in the 
auditorium were filled with family, 
friends and the community 
listening to and enjoying the 
sounds of the holiday. 

 
To begin the second semester, DDHS is welcoming nine student-teachers 
from the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater into our building. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher(s) for any support or 
questions you have during the remainder of the year. The additional support 
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of these nine teachers is greatly welcomed to support all of our students achieve their 
academic goals. 
 
To conclude, we have several items during the month of 
February to prepare for: 

① Please consider joining us for our monthly 
    Community Collaboration meetings to learn more 
    about the high school and get involved in your 
    child’s education. Our next meeting will be hosted at 6 PM on Monday, 
    February 4, in Quad 151 at DDHS. 
② We look forward to attending the Southern Lakes Academic Bowl, hosted by 
    Union Grove High School this year, on Monday, February 11. 
③ On Friday, February 15th, students will participate in the Career and Job Fair. 
    Over 30 local representatives from various careers and businesses will be on 
    hand for our students to learn more. 
➃ Finally, we will also be hosting the ACT, required of all juniors, on Wednesday, 
    February 20. Juniors are required to attend that date, while all other students 
    will be excused that day for testing purposes. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any of us at Delavan-Darien 
High School. 

 
Phoenix Middle School  

Phoenix Middle school played to a full house during our annual winter concert in January. We 
are proud of our music program, featuring one of the only middle school string Orchestra 

classes in the county!  
 
An annual tradition, the Phoenix 
Music Theater club, under the 
tutelage of Ms. Ropers-Rosendahl 
and Ms. Fumall led a fabulous 
cast in a bilingual rendition of 
“Disney’s Aladdin”. This was our 
first ever effort at a bilingual 
performance with many of our 
performers learning Spanish for 
their roles. After three months of 
rehearsals, the show was an 
amazing success.  
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Come one. Come all.  We are hosting two evenings 
dedicated to our young ladies attending Phoenix Middle 
School. On February 8th, our 7th and 8th grade females 
are invited to an evening of Yoga, fun, games, girl 
bonding, self defense, kickboxing, health tips, food (of 
course), hair tips, make up and more!  We will hold a 
second night on March 8th for our 5th and 6th grade 
young women. 
 
Turtle Creek Elementary School  
The Turtle Creek Elementary students returned 
from Winter Break refreshed and ready to learn. 
The transition to our new daily schedule has 
gone very well and both students and teachers 
have commented that they “really like it”.  Our 
Comet Cash Raffle winners got an extra treat as 
they got to sit with Mr. Fountain and enjoy a cup 
of hot cocoa on a cold day.  
Second quarter ended on January 18th and we 

celebrated with a PBIS Assembly where our 
Courageously Kind Kid Awards were given 
and the families were invited to show up as 
a surprise to those students.  The 3rd and 
4th grade Honor Choir students travelled to 
Phoenix Middle School to see a dress 
rehearsal of Dual Language Aladdin.  Our 
4th graders commented that they are 
looking forward to going to the Middle 

School next year.  At the end of the month our students completed their winter MAP 
assessment.  The results will be shared with the parents at the Family Conference Night in 
February.  
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Wileman  
Our Wileman students have been getting back into their routines and academics since being off 
for Winter Break! It is always fun this time of year!!  Watching students’ transform from early 
learners at the beginning of the school year to actually being able to put their newly acquired 
knowledge into action during their reading, math, and writing lessons.  

 
 
As a building, Wileman behavioral data shows that bus 
write-ups seem to be our highest area of need across 
our building.  As a result, Dousman Transport Company 
was able to meet with each of our classrooms in order to 
re-teach appropriate bus behavior expectations.  If you 
can please reinforce with your child the importance of 
remaining seated at all times, using a quieter talking 
voice and keeping hands, feet, and objects to 
themselves.  
 
 

Many of our classrooms are receiving monthly books through 
Scholastic due to donations from families and residents.  If 
your child does bring home a book, I would encourage taking 
the time to sit and read to them as well as asking questions 
along the way to keep them engaged. Reading daily to your 
child not only increases their vocabulary, but also allows for 
one-on-one time with you!  
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NWEA MAP testing is coming up which will be rescheduled starting Monday, February 4th due 
to the school cancellations.  If you can please ensure your child gets to bed at a reasonable 
time and has breakfasts/snacks during this two week window, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Our 4K Outreach event that was scheduled for January 30th was cancelled due to a cold day 
and will not be rescheduled.  The next event will be in February on the 27th from 1:30-3:00. 
More details to come! 
 
 
Wileman Upcoming Events: 
2/19: Wileman Parent Teacher Conferences 5:30-6:30 
2/22: No School due to Teacher Inservice 
2/27: No regularly scheduled 4K classes due to OUtreach event (1:30-3:30) 
 
 
 

 


