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Preschool News 

Quack, quack, quack! We are having fun quacking this 
week! Letter Qq is a funny letter-�It is hard to believe that 

we are only 9 letters away from the end of the alphabet!  

Hopefully the weather will warm up soon!  

We hope that your pre-kindergarten child is enjoying 
learning these letters and has been practicing at home as 

well. 

Remember to make it fun, only practice a few letters or 
numbers at a time.  

Make it a race, or a contest between siblings, or an M&M 
challenge! There are lots of different ways to keep learning 

fun and interesting! 
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Our Kindergarten
Classroom News

The Week of January 28-February 1
Shauna Kinning email: shkinni1@penderschools.org

Amy Bargholz email: ambargh1@penderschools.org

Upcoming Events

Reminders

Our Learning

Feb 6, 13, 20 2:30 Dismissal

February 15 No School

February 27 Parent-Teacher    
Conferences 3-9

We are now learning our sight words at a quicker pace.  Play 
games to make learning them fun! Make cards and play memory, 
hide words around the house and then find them, write words in 

shaving cream, build them with playdough!

At-Home Practice

Reminders

Please keep sending 
hats and gloves to 
school every day.  
Our supply
for extra 
hats and
gloves is 
getting 
low.

New Sight Words: be, your, who, will, that, into
Language Arts- blending and segmenting sounds, 
long vowel o with the magic e, author’s purpose,
writing a complete sentence (capital, complete 
thought, punctuation)

Math- ordering objects by length, measuring with 
nonstandard units (cubes), making patterns, 
solving adding and take away stories, using 
pennies to buy items.

Start collecting 
plastic cups and lids 
for our buddy bench!  



 
 

 

 

	

1st Grade Newsletter 
Week of January 28-February 1 

A Peek at the Week 
 
Reading: Author’s Purpose, ai and ay, contractions, expression, multiple meaning words 
 
Spelling: long a 
 
Grammar: Proper Nouns 
 
Writing: Opinion 
 
Math: tally marks, double digit addition without regrouping 

Spelling Words 
(4-8) 

 
 
 
 
 

1. show 
2. row 
3. grow 
4. low 
5. blow 
6. snow 
7. boat 
8. coat 
9. road 
10. toad 
 

	

Upcoming Dates 
February 

6, 13, 20, 27-2:30 dismissal 
14-Valentine’s Day  

15-No school 
27-Parent Teacher conferences 

 

Reminders 
• Check your child’s folders and send 

them back each day 
• Send in box tops and bottle caps 

• Be sure to send your child with proper 
clothing for recess on cold days 

	



 

o  

Type in notes here! Type in notes here!

Type in notes here!

Spelling Lists: 2-8 Test 
 
List A  List B 
car  large 
dark  starry 
arm  charm 
star  farmland 
park  dollar 
yard  carts 
party  harder 
hard  shark 
farm  charge 
start  start 
part  part 
spark  spark 
art  smart 
jar  charred 
carpet  carpet 
apartment apartment 
 
 

Language Arts  
o Spelling words with long e spelled y  
o Character traits 
o Suffixes -ful, -y 
o Vocabulary/fluency 

Math 
o Subtracting 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 
o Comparing numbers with <, >, = 
o Add three two-digit numbers 
o Cut shapes in half to make new shapes 

Social Studies  
o Immigration & Colonial America 
o Map Skills 

Science 
o What is Matter? 
o States of matter 

 
 

 
Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 - 2:30 Dismissal 
Feb 14 – Valentine’s Day Celebration 
Feb 15 – No School 
Feb 27- 2:30 Dismissal 
  3:00-9:00 Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of Jan 28-Feb 1 



 

Third Grade Happenings
February 2, 2019

By: Mrs. Hoffman & Mrs. Gaer

READING:
Both classes used their background 
knowledge and information from 
the story to understand how text 
features help us understand non-
fiction text better. In grammar we 
learned about helping verbs. 

MATH: 
Students are learning mass using 
grams & kilograms. They are learning 
to multiply 2-digit numbers, Fair 
Share, and Finding Half of a Number. 

SCIENCE:

Mrs. Gaer’s class started their 
unit on water and weather.  
Topics include the water cycle and 
measuring weather. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:

Mrs. Hoffman’s class started part 
one of their government unit.  
They’re learning about the three 
levels of government and why it is 
important to have rules and laws. 

REMINDERS: * Feb. 6th – 2:30 Dismissal  *Please send BOXTOPS! 
*Please check for homework and sign your child’s planner nightly
*Record the nights your child reads on their Battle of the Books calendar

SPELLING WORDS: Vowel Sounds in spoon and wood

mood wooden drew smooth blue
balloon true crooked chew tooth
hooves cool food pooch blew
foot loose jewel 
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Weekly News Edition 

January 31, 2019 

Life and Times of 4th Grade & Writing Class 

Writing Class 
 

4th Grade:   Famous Nebraskans research is our 
next collaborative writing project with Mrs. Schrunk 
in Social Studies.  Students are researching famous 
Nebraskans and writing a research paper and 
creating a project to support all they learn. 
 
5th Grade:  Time to persuade! I believe this could be 
some of the most interesting writing to read because 
kids get pretty opinionated about defending their 
points.  Look for these soon! 
 
6th Grade: This week, 6th graders are fine-tuning 
their analysis skills as we finish up a TDA about how 
the Panama Canal is a phenomenon. To effectively do 
this, students find supportive evidence from the text 
and explain how that proves their point.  This is such 
an important skill for students to learn as much of 
the writing they do as they get older is text-based.   
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Thought of the Week 

 
 
Battle of the Books- Students will have a book 
report to fill out for the month of February.  We 
want more and more students to meet their goal!  
Keep reading at home every night.   
*Graphics courtesy Google images 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Mrs. Schrunk’s Class
Classroom Newsletter

January 31, 2019

Dates to Remember

- Feb 6,13,20,27 –
dismiss at 2:30

- February 15- No 
school

- February 27 – PT 
conferences

Reminders
• Send in Box Tops!
• Check planners 

nightly and 
parents sign

• Battle of the 
Books 

• Send in the lids, 
will count on 

Fridays

Classroom News

4th Grade:  We have began researching 
famous Nebraskan’s.  The students have 
picked their person and will be working 

on finding information for a poster 
board and presentation.  

5th Grade:  We learned about the civil 
rights movement and about decades of 
changes.  We will continue to work our 

way through Unit 6.  
6th Grade: The students need to 

memorize the Presidents in order by the 
end of the 3rd quarter.  I’m amazed at 
how well they are doing, several have 

already completed this task.  
Guided Reading:  Coyote Autumn is a 
great book, we are all excited to read 

each day.  

Mrs. Schrunk Email address:  keschru1@penderschools.org
4th Grade Homeroom 4/5/6 SS.        Website:  www.penderschools.org
Pender Public Schools Phone Number:  402-385-3244 ext 2203



 
 
 

2/1/2019 January 31 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YxGSr53ch_B_thm_YMIFtz6GztkgS-sqxkWKAQeBWxE/edit 1/1

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Gade, our student teacher from Wayne State, has been starting 

to teach lessons here and there to the fifth grade in different subjects.  In 

about a month, Miss Gade will take over the 5th grade class for a couple 

weeks. The 5th graders are excited to collect box tops and lids this quarter! 

It’s fun to see their competitive spirit coming out as a group.  

A student does not have to use the worksheet paper I print off for 

them with boxes on it.  They may use notebook paper to complete their 

assignment.  A student may retake their math test no matter what score 

they received on their test. If a student scores less than 15 correct on a 

test, I require them to meet with me to go over problems and then retake 

another test. Math tests occur after lesson increments of 5. As the students 

continue on through their textbook and get to a problem they do not know, 

they can look at the small number in parenthesis underneath the problem 

number. This small number tells them the lesson in which the problem 

came from and will have examples and how to solve the problem in those 

examples. This is a great tool for them to use. Parents can at any time look 

over students’ homework, identify mistakes, and have the student correct 

those mistakes before class the next day.  

 

Quiz Your Son or Daughter Over These Concepts Covered This Week: 

4 th  Math : Measure Using cm & mm  Use a Fraction to Find a Group  Test  

Interpret Data and Record in a Tally Chart   

5 th  Math : Find Area of Rectangle & Square  Add/Subtract Decimals  

Change Improper Fractions to Mixed Numbers  Find Equivalent Measures 

in Metric and Customary Systems 

6 th  Math : Divide Mixed Numbers  Prime Factorization to Reduce  Reduce 

Fractions Before Multiplying  Complementary & Supplementary Angles  

Important Dates/Reminders: 
February 7th  2:30 Out 

February 27th  PT Conferences 



 

Mrs. Miller’s
Reading News

2-1-19
6th Grade Spelling List5th Grade Spelling List

Reminders: 4th Grade Spelling List

My Information:

2/6 & 2/13: 2:30 Early 
Dismissal
2/14: V-Day Party (kids
can bring boxes)
2/15: No School

Words with VCCV Pattern
million collect lumber
pepper plastic borrow
support thirty perfect
attend canyon traffic
fortune danger soccer
engine picture survive
seldom effort

Challenge:
occur venture challenge
rascal splendid

• Email:
tamille1@penderschools.org
• Phone: (402) 385-3244

Prefixes dis-, ex-, inter-
disobey explosion dislike
interview disapprove interoffice
internet disallow disappear
disrespect exchange international
exclaim dissolve disconnect
interact distaste export
disappoint interstate

Challenge: exterminate interrupt
intermediate intercept disproportion

Word from Other Languages
salsa mattress tycoon
burrito bandana tomato
poncho dungarees lasso
patio siesta cargo
vanilla tsunami iguana
plaza caravan hammock
pajamas gallant

Challenge
mosquito cathedral alligator
tambourine sombrero



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th Grade 
Mrs. English 

 

Contact Information Mrs. English (402-385-3244 ) 
taengli1@penderschools.org 

Notes from the teacher: 
 

Ö 4th Science- Recognize that during a physical 
change, the composition of a substance does not 
change. 
Ö 5th Science- Identify some elements and describe 
how elements differ from one another 
Ö 6th Science- Describe waves by their properties 
and how they interact with matter (Science Fair) 
 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

• Feb 14-Valentine’s Party 
• Feb 15- No School 
• March 19-Science Fair 

 
JWe will have our Valentine’s party on Thursday, Feb 14th 
in the afternoon. A note will be sent home with more 
information.  
J Don’t forget to send your box tops and plastic caps to 
school!! 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Miss	Brewer’s	Classroom	

Welcome	to	the	

Pendragon	Academy	

The	date	has	

been	set!

The	3rd Annual	

Autism	Walk	will	be	

held	April	26th,	

2019	from	6:00-

8:00	in	the	school	

gym

Little	Waves	
Family	Swim	Night

January	11,	

2019 @ 5:00	pm -

7:00	pm

Little	Waves	Family	

Swim	School	

Omaha,	NE	68130,	

USA

What	is	happening	in	
the	Pendragon	

Academy	this	week:

This	week	the	focus	is	

on	the	new	year!	The	

students	are	learning	

how	to	say	and	write	

the	date	with	the	new	

year	added	to	it.	



 
 
 

Reading Tips 
 

Here are some tips to help your kids when they read. 
 
 

 
WHEN I READ 

 
Before I read: 

• Think: What do I already know? 
 

• Predict: What do I think will happen? 
 
As I read: 

• Ask: Did I understand what I just 
read? 
 

• Were there any words I didn’t 
understand? 

 
 

• Was anything confusing? 
 

• Can I retell in my own words what I 
just read? 

 
After I read: 

• Summarize 
 

THINGS I CAN DO TO  
HELP ME UNDERSTAND 

WHAT I READ 
 

1. Sound out an unknown word. 
 

2. Go back and reread the passage. 
 

 
3. Look up the meaning of an unknown 

word. 
 

4. Read ahead and see if it makes sense. 
 

 
5. Ask a question and try to find the 

answer. 
 

6. Slow down as I read. 
 

 
7. Do one or more of these things, or 

something that I’ve learned to 
understand what I read. 
 

 
 
 

 
     

Thank&you*for*taking*your*time*to*read*this*information!**
Mrs.*Miller* *



 

Special Education 
 

Classroom News 
 
 
 

Mrs. Kira Swinton     kiswint1@penderschools.org   (402) 385-3244 
Mrs. Lisa Maise       limaise1@penderschools.org  (402) 385-3244 
   

 

Special Education Team Members 
 

Kelly Ballinger- Special Education Director 
 

Kira Swinton-K-3 Special Education Teacher 
 

Kayla Brewer- Autism Program Teacher 
 

Lisa Maise-4-6 Special Education Teacher 
 

Tami Nelson-7-12 Special Education Teacher 
 

Megan Gubbels- Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Leah Clark- School Psychologist 
 

Chelsea Umscheid- Occupational Therapist 
 
 

 
App/Website of the week 

GeoBoard 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Geoboard allows for the drawing 
of different shapes from a triangle to 
a square to various other polygons. 
This approach allows for visual 
learning to help conquer subjects 
like perimeter, area, angles, etc. The 
Geoboard features pins that let 
students create the various shapes, 
with the iPad version including the 
standard 25-pegboard and an 
expanded 150-pegboard. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
CRA-Criterion Referenced Assessment 

CRA is a style of test which uses test scores to generate a 
statement about the behavior that can be expected of a 
person with that score. Most tests and quizzes that are 
written by school teachers can be considered criterion-

referenced tests. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Beyond the Bell 
Pendragon	Afterschool	Program	

February		Schedule	
	

Monday			 February	4,	11,	18,	25	–	Outside/inside	
play	depending	on	weather	

	 	 	 	 	 	
Tuesday			 February	5,	12,	19,	26	–	Outside/inside	

play	depending	on	weather		
	 	
Wednesday		 February	6–	Extension	Office	

February	13–	Valentine’s	Day	activities	
February	20–	Extension	Office	
February	27–	NO	AFTERSCHOOL	
PROGRAM;	Parent-Teacher	Conferences	
from	3	pm	–	9	pm		

	
Thursday			 February	7,	14,	21,	28	-	Outside/inside	

play	depending	on	weather	
	 	
Friday			 No	After	School	Program	on	Fridays		
	
	
Programming	Notes:	
	
If	parents	have	concerns	about	the	activities	during	the	
after	school	program	they	should	contact	the	
elementary	principal,	Kelly	Ballinger	at	402-385-3244	
ext.	2150	or	keballi1@penderschools.org	


