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   The Wildcat Wrestling team is 

rapidly approaching the end of 

their season.  With only a few 

meets left before the state tourna-

ment, the wrestlers are working 

very hard to finish the season on a 

good note.  

   So far, all three wrestlers have 

had a very successful season. 

Both Tanner Kiefer and Madison 

Griffis have medaled at a few of 

there meets. However, while they 

are practicing hard and watching 

their weight, the wrestling fans 

are taking a look at the schedule 

to see when and where the final 

meets of the season are held.  

  With the intentions of promoting 

high school girls wrestling in the 

state of Nebraska, Cedar Bluffs 

will be hosting an all-girls meet 

on Saturday, February 2nd, in the 

Cedar Bluffs gymnasium.  

   There will be a total of eight 

different schools with over fifty 

girls competing in this meet.  

     Tanner Kiefer, also has a meet 

coming up this Saturday in Wake-

field, Nebraska, as well as, the 

district competition on February 

8th and 9th at Midland University.  

  The state wrestling meet is ap-

proaching very quickly and will 

be held at the CHI Health Center 

in Omaha on February 14th, 15th, 

and 16th. 

   The wrestlers would greatly ap-

preciate if you could come out 

and watch them this Saturday as 

they compete in their meets. We 

wish them the best of luck on the 

rest of their season and hope to 

see a member of the Cedar Bluffs 

team at the CHI Health Center, in 

a few weeks!  

Wildcat Wrestling Takes the Mat 

Spotlight on Mr. Ernst 
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By Fenja Siemens 

Mr. Ernst is teaching his first year 

at Cedar Bluffs Public Schools as 

the Spanish teacher. He is the 

head track coach and teaches K-

12th grade students.  In this inter-

view he answered the following 

questions, so you can get to know 

him.  

 

When is your birthday and 

where were you born?  

August 24th.  

Born in Dubuque, Iowa 

 

How long have you been a 

teacher?        

8 years 

 

Why did you come to cedar 

bluffs?  

After teaching last year in a 

school of 2,400 students, I real-

ized how much I missed teaching 

in a smaller school like I did for 

the first 6 years of teaching in 

Northwest Illinois. 

 

Why did you decide to become 

the head Track coach?  

It worked out well that there was 

a teaching position and a coach-

ing position open at the same 

time. After coaching both at the 

high school and college level, I 

decided it was the right time to 

become a head coach. 

 

What is your favorite part 

about being a teacher?  

My favorite part of being a teach-

er is when students share with me 

how they used Spanish outside of 

the classroom.  

Have you always wanted to 

become a teacher?  

No. I started college as a Crimi-

nal Justice major. I wanted to 

work in law enforcement.  

 

What is your favorite movie?  

The Godfather or Shawshank Re-

demption 

 

Do you think you have a lot of 

things in common with you par-

ents?  

Yes and No. My parents have taught 

me a lot about life and how work 

ethic is important. Just like every 

family, members of the family can 

be different and enjoy different  

hobbies which 

makes it more ex-

citing to share 

your hobby with 

others. 

 

What is your big-

gest goal in life?  

Living every day to the fullest and 

being grateful for every oppor-

tunity. 

 

What is your favorite song?  

Mr. Jones by the Counting Crows 

 

Favorite animal?  

Panda 

 

What is your biggest fear?  

Snakes! 

Imely Walls, Madison Griffis, and 
Emma Kavan pose while wearing 
their medals. They are joined by 
coaches, Zach Roumph and Jay 
Parker.  

Celebrating his first, first place 
win, Tanner Kiefer has been work-
ing hard this season and it has paid 
off! He has consistently placed at 
every wrestling meet this year.  



Page 3     Editorials              Wildcat Times

 
A Taste of Good Fortune 
By Kalley Sukstorf 

   One of the newest restaurant addi-

tions to the city of Fremont, Ne-

braska is Panda Express. It always 

seems to be one of the hotspots 

around dinner time. Panda Express 

is a fast-food Chinese restaurant 

that is enjoyed by many! Here is a 

review of what to expect when you 

visit Panda Express.   

   Panda Express offers a variety of 

options to choose from. Their signa-

ture entre is the famous orange 

chicken that everyone seems to rave 

about. That is this reporter’s person-

al favorite. They also offer other 

chicken options as well as beef and 

shrimp options. With every meal, a 

fortune cookie is given with a for-

tune for the customer to read. It’s 

fun to look forward to reading what 

it says.  

      Besides the amazing food, Pan-

da Express usually has exceptional 

service, when you go inside to or-

der. Sometimes the drive thru seems 

to take forever, and they have been 

caught accidentally messing up cus-

tomer’s orders.    

   Though the experience of going 

inside to order is very pleasant. The 

facilities are always very clean and 

nice to be in. The employees are 

very polite and cooperative. Next 

time you can’t decide where to go 

eat, consider taking a trip down to 

Panda 

Express 

for some 

Chinese 

cuisine! 

By Jescie Jacobs  

   While reviewing Documentaries 

in Journalism class, this reporter 

watched the short film, “The Mind 

Inside: Episode One” by ‘I Love 

Public Schools’. In this film, Mil-

lard Middle school was used as the 

school of choice. In the film it 

shows that students who would be 

sent to the principle’s office, or act 

out, would be talked to, to find out 

the deeper meaning to what their 

doing and why.  

   The stories start to become 

shocking and are real eye openers 

as the story develops. This whole 

film shows that even the happiest 

looking kid, can have the worst 

problems. Among us as students, 

we never really take the time to ful-

Mental Health in Schools 
ly understand why one of our 

peers acts the way they do. With 

that, a lot of teachers don’t get a 

whole lot of time to really get to 

know their students’ struggles. 

Every teacher tries, because they 

want their students to end up suc-

cessful. This doesn’t always work, 

especially when students aren’t 

ready to open up or if they are just 

having a bad day.  

   At the beginning of class, you 

have to be mentally ready in order 

to learn. Kids who have depres-

sion, suicidal thoughts, or even 

anxiety, cannot stay focused caus-

ing disruption during classes or in 

their learning in general.  

   We can all understand, because 

we’ve all had a bad day where we 

could not focus or comprehend, 

this starts to affect grades, attend-

ance, and more.  

   This film is very informative, 

not just for students, but for 

teachers as well. It’ll show teach-

ers to be a little bit more patient 

with their troubled students. For 

students, it would reassure us that 

teachers are there for us. I would 

say that both teachers and stu-

dents should watch this film. 

 

Find the film here:  

https://iloveps.org/films/the-mind

-inside-episode-one 
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By Alyssa Classen 

   As the basketball season is com-

ing to a close, the lady wildcats 

are finishing off strong. Each 

game, the girls go all out and give 

it their best shot. They placed 4th 

in the Conference Tournament that 

took place January 26th. The last 

conference game was very close 

with a 51-54 final score against 

College View Academy.  

   However, the girls did get a win 

against the Elba Blue Jays with a 

final score of 56-53. This game 

was on the road which made it 

even tougher since it was a 2-hour 

drive to get there.   

The ladies pulled 

through and came home late that 

night with a win. 

   The season may almost be over 

but that does not mean that the la-

dies are letting up. They are going 

full speed ahead with high hopes of 

doing well at districts. Over the sea-

son, the team has grown tremen-

dously. The next three games the 

girls have are at home. On February 

1st, they are going against the St. 

Edward Beavers at 6:00pm.  

   Make sure to come out and sup-

port the ladies. The theme is Red 

White and Blue. Admission is free 

and there will be a halftime game. 

Don’t miss out!  

Speech Season Begins 

Defend Till The End 

By Karissa Adams 

  This year our speech team has 

gained a new head coach. Mrs. 

Chrisman stepped down and Ms. 

Bottrell is taking the roll as the new 

head coach. Mrs. Kotschwar is our 

returning assistant coach.  

  We have also welcomed some 

new members onto the team. Our 

team consist of Seniors, Nolan 

Cozad and Piper Rasmussen, Jun-

ior, Fenja Siemens, Sophomores, 

Audrey Hudson, Chris Kotschwar, 

Karissa Adams, Marissa Favors, 

and Chole Wagner, and Freshman, 

Mikya Fox and Wyatt Gore. There 

is also the returning team manager, 

Grace Cozad.  

  This season’s team includes one 

OID group, two serious performers, 

one duet group, one informative 

performer, one humorous perform-

er, two poetry performers,  and one 

entertainment performer. They have 

had two meets already this season, 

North Bend and Howells-Dodge. 

This weekend the team will be at-

tending a new meet at West Point 

CC. Other meets are held at Wisner

-Pilger, Malcolm, and the Cedar 

Bluffs-Mead Invitational that is 

held at Cedar Bluffs on February 

9th.  

   So far, Chris Kotschwar has taken 

home two 6th place medals in her 

humorous and OID has taken home 

a third place medal.   

  The team is still working on get-

ting everyone their scripts and they 

hope that everyone will be prepared 

to perform by the Cedar Bluffs 

Meet.  

   The speech team has been work-

ing hard to get to where they need 

to be in order to perform. Ms. Bot-

trell and Mrs. Kotschwar have been 

working hard to help students 

change what needs to be fixed to 

make their speeches better. The 

team is excited to head to all the 

meets and hope for many successes 

at conference and districts. 

Going Green 
By Chris Kotschwar  

   Cedar Bluffs’ FBLA Chapter 

teamed up with elementary teach-

ers to help our students make en-

vironmentally friendly decisions. 

These choices include Reducing, 

Reusing and Recycling. This 

year, FBLA has combined our Go 

Green day with national Daisy 

Day, a day which is represented 

by a daisy to show hope and 

youth. Students in grades K-6th 

colored their very own daisies 

and made their own environmen-

tal promise to help keep our envi-

ronment prosperous and healthy.  

   Also this month, FBLA will be 

selling valentine cards to students 

in all grades during Breakfast and 

Lunch from February 11th-14th. In 

Addition, you can buy your val-

entines at the home game Febru-

ary 5th.  

  As FBLA prepares for the state 

leadership competition in April, 

the group’s focus remains on 

preparations for the tests and oth-

er events. Members who are at-

tending must have 27 points and 

also must also pay their deposit 

before April 1st.  

Gemma Wesch and Lily Fredrick-
son sporting their best Daisy Day 
Apparel.  

Sweets for 
Your Sweet!  
Valentine’s Day is 

coming up on        

February 14th!  

FBLA will be selling  

Valentine’s during  

Breakfast & Lunch,  

February 11th-14th.  

For just $1, you can 

send a Card & a Cookie 

to your favorite people!  
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        Cedar Bluffs Public School 
           Superintendent’s Corner 

          January 2019 
 

  

Dear Cedar Bluffs Community, 
             In January the Nebraska legislation begins the process of introducing bills to become law. As a 
school that is heavily dependent on State Aid, I am always watching which bills are given priority, which 
bills are pushed into committees and which are set to impact our school the greatest. Over the past several 
years, the legislation has put forth bills that impact school funding through changes to the Tax Equity and 
Educational Opportunities Support Act formula. The TEEOSA was passed in 1990 and set a process to 
equalize State Aid to schools in Nebraska. The basic premise is that Needs-Resources equals the 
“equalization” aid. Every school in Nebraska receives State Aid, but not every school receives 
“equalization” aid. As property values have risen, more and more schools see their resources outweigh 
their needs and less and less schools receive “equalization” aid. Cedar Bluffs has been going in the 
opposite direction as our needs have continued to rise due to student enrollment and the fact that our 
school district is very small in comparison, our equalization aid has continued to grow which has allowed 
the school district to lessen the impact on the local tax base.  
           Each year the legislation sets an amount of aid to K-12 schools and this aid is then divided 
according to the TEEOSA formula. The reason it is so important to track the legislation from year to year 
is that as legislators have passed bills that shift the percentage of aid to individual school. As one school 
gains aid, another school loses the same amount of aid because there is only so much aid each year 
divided amongst all districts.   
           As for the resources side, it is pretty cut and dry. A school’s resource is the school district’s 
valuation times what is defined as the Local Effort Rate. In 1990, the original legislation said the local 
effort rate shall be 10 cents less than the maximum general levy that can be set. Also, in 1990, the 
maximum levy that could be set was $1.00, so the Local Effort Rate was the school district’s valuation 
times .90 cents. Since 1990, the maximum levy rate has been moved to $1.05 but the local effort rate has 
also been changed several times. Legislators have changed the local effort rate to $1.03 or $1.02 over the 
past 5 years, which artificially creates more resources than a district might actually have, thereby reducing 
the amount of “equalization” aid a district might receive.   
         As for the needs side of the formula, there are many factors that go into a school district’s need. 
More students create the largest need as there is a per child calculation. However, other factors create 
more need for a school district, including Special Education population, transportation, option students, 
poverty students and ELL students. The legislation recognizes that these student populations take more 
resources to educate as they are less advantaged, so therefore more need is given to the formula when 
calculating aid. Over the past several years, legislators have also changed much of this side. For school 
districts that chose to go 
longer days or more days 
than other schools, there 
was a calculation to provide 
more on the needs side of 
the formula, that has since 
been eliminated. Also, the 
needs amount to educate an 
option student has been 
reduced several times. Also 
eliminated was a need based 
on the level of a teacher’s 

Harlan Ptomey 
402-628-2080 

hptomey@esu2.org 
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education since we know that teachers with master’s 
degrees deserve more money, school districts that had a 
more “educated” teaching staff were given a higher needs 
factor. Bottom line, what once was a balanced school 
funding plan has eroded.   
       Due to these legislative changes the appropriation to K-
12 schools have declined while school spending has been 
flat as indicated by these charts. When politicians say that 
schools spend too much, and we just need to cut spending, 
the data doesn’t support that. 
          Furthermore, as property values have risen the three-
legged stool that comprises the State’s tax system of 
property, sales and income taxes have become unbalanced 
as property taxes have far outpaced the other two taxes. 
Nebraska ranks 48th among all States in America for State 
support of public schools.    
          I anticipate that during this legislative session there 
will be many bills introduced to alleviate the property tax 
burden. However, since our Governor has indicated multiple 
times that he will veto anything that he considers to be a 
new tax, it will be a tough year. As to alleviate property tax 
but not replace it with anything means there will be even 
less money for all the critical services. The legislation has 
asked repeatedly that instead of a “new tax”, if certain 
“exemptions or exclusions” were to be taken away, then all 
patrons could have a reduction in property tax but removing 
exemptions have been labeled a new tax by the Governor.  
         The facts remain, that if we wish to continue to fund 
all our public needs then cuts will result in loss of services. 
Instead a shift of tax burden by removing exemptions would 
ease the burden for a majority of tax payers. For instances 
the below “fun facts” show that corporations in Nebraska 
have been given special exclusions from taxes, if they paid 
taxes like you and I, we could regain 105 million.  
        Furthermore, as you can see these exclusions benefit a 
small number of people, including just 90 tax payers 
(returns) that make over 5 million a year yet they get 55% of 
the 84 million in tax exclusions.  
   
Mr. Ptomey  


