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Brad Snyder, Board President, called the January 10, 2022 “Special Called” School Board 

Meeting to order.  (6:00 pm) 

 

Discussion of GCT School District Communicable Disease – COVID-19 Exposure Control 

Plan (See attached) 
Mr. Weeks gave each board member handouts containing COVID-19 information. He stated that our COVID-19 

Policy talks about face coverings for GCT School District once we have 255 or more students (approximately 7% of 

our students) quarantined, the district will enforce the face covering policy until the school board revokes such 

policy. Mr. Weeks said he sent them the numbers today and they were hoping since we were out for snow it would 

buy us a little more time, and with quarantine days being shortened that we would get more kids back but we have 

not. He stated that he looked at the active cases in Greene County and we are at 1,119, which is 500 more than we 

were last fall. We are at 61,000 active cases in the state this afternoon. Mr. Weeks said he has a statement that he 

would send out and gave board members a copy of it. He said when they set the threshold last fall he thought there 

was no way they would get to 7% but we had no idea there would be another variant that would be this highly 

contagious. Mr. Weeks said since he sent out the numbers earlier today, they have added 15 more quarantined which 

puts us at 271. Hardy Thompson asked about the lawsuit that was filed in Arkansas about requiring masks. Mr. 

Weeks said that Arkansas Supreme Court ruled in favor of the districts and school boards having the authority to do 

that but Bentonville didn’t have the authority to have a mask mandate. Curtis Hitt stated that there were two lawsuits 

and Mr. Weeks said yes, Bentonville and Cabot. He said the judge ruled in favor of Cabot School District. Hardy 

said he was fine with it either way he just wanted to understand it a little more. Curtis stated he received emails 

stating this has been ruled unconstitutional. He stated that it has in Benton County but appealed by the Supreme 

Court but no final decision. Curtis asked Mr. Weeks if he had any information on hospitalizations and Mr. Weeks 

said we are at 1068 for the state, 304 in ICU, and 147 on vent. Mr. Weeks stated that St. Bernards had over 160 staff 

quarantined last week. Jason Weatherford made the comment that they are masked and vaccinated. Jason said that 

was his thing, was it going to matter if they are in masks or not and are the masks going to be that effective in 

keeping our quarantine numbers down? Mr. Weeks said they are not masked at home so that is probably where they 

are getting it. Mr. Weeks told board members that we had 36 faculty members out today on quarantine and 20 are 

active. He told board members that we were short 4 subs at Primary and every building was short on subs. Mr. 

Weeks said we will not get to go virtual as many days as we need to so we can finish the school year and we have 8 

virtual days left. He said if things do not get better he could see us shutting down a building a couple of days and 

using that staff to cover the other buildings and rotate to get us through. Curtis said he thought we should not have to 

quarantine if someone does not have symptoms, but the Department of Education says you have to if they are a close 

contact and not masked. Mr. Weeks said if we mask them no one gets quarantined unless they are sitting at the lunch 

table with no mask due to eating or something like that. Mr. Weeks told board members the guideline changed 

Friday and went from 10 days to 5 days to quarantine then you can return but have to wear a mask for the next 5 

days. They have to option to sit out the 10 days or go ahead and send them back after 5 days with a mask. Mr. 

Weeks also stated that if you do not have the booster then you are not fully vaccinated. Lora asked if they reinstated 

masks tomorrow and in two weeks this number has dropped down below 255, they will automatically take masks 

away? Mr. Weeks said we have a board meeting on the 20th and he would bring the numbers in that day and we were 

below the 7% and could do away with masks. We would do this until then to see if it helps. Brad asked if we look at 

this on the 20th and reevaluate, will there be a threshold under 255? He said if we went back up two days later are we 

going to have to revisit this. Hardy said it is more about the trend than the number and right now we are trending up. 

Mr. Weeks said he hoped to see something in a positive direction by next Thursday. Curtis asked why 7% and Mr. 

Weeks said we never reached 7% last fall and we thought we would not have to worry about that. Jason asked if 

anyone else has switched back to masks yet and Mr. Weeks said Batesville did. Jason said the issue was that we 

were going back to masks but we will let everyone come in the gym Friday night to watch the game without a mask. 

Mr. Week said that someone needs to recommend that we raise our threshold. Hardy said he was not going to vote to 

raise the threshold because they already picked it. Lora asked if we had 8 virtual days to use and Mr. Weeks said 

yes, we had 10 but used 2 of them last week. He said if our staff continue to get quarantined we would do what we 

did last before and close some of the buildings and use staff to cover some of the other buildings. He said we would 

try our best not to pivot and keep as many kids at school as possible. Mr. Weeks said we would mask up through the 

20th then look at the numbers again then. Hardy asked since this is existing policy do they have to vote on it and Mr. 

Weeks said no.  
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Interviews for Superintendent Position 

 

At this time Brad Snyder dismissed the board to go into executive session to interview 

applicant #1 (6:27 pm) 

At approximately 7:20 pm applicant #1 left and a short break was taken before applicant 

#2 went back. 

At this time Brad Snyder dismissed the board to go into executive session to interview 

applicant #2 (7:30 pm) 

At approximately 8:25 pm applicant #2 left and the board went back into executive session 

for discussion.  

 

Brad Snyder called the meeting back to order after executive session. (9:43 pm) 

 

Motion #1 

A Motion was made by Hardy Thompson and seconded by Jason Weatherford to employ 

Scott Gerrish as Superintendent. 

 

  

Motion Carried, 6 to 0 (Lora Laubach abstained from voting.) 
 

 

With no other business to be addressed, Brad Snyder adjourned the meeting. (9:44 pm) 
                           

 

 

 

 

        _________________________________________ 

   Board President 

 

 

                   _____________________________ 

             Board Secretary  


