
EARLVILLE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 9 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, March 19, 2018 

  

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Earlville Community Unit School District 9, 

DeKalb, LaSalle and Lee Counties, Illinois, held at the Earlville School on the 19
th

 day of 

March, 2018 was called to order by School Board President Barbara Meloy at 7:02 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 

The following members answered roll call:  Mr. John Eager, Mr. Jeff Maly, Ms Jennie Smith, 

Mr. Carl Zimmerman and Mrs. Barbara Meloy.  Mrs. Angie Koontz came into the meeting at 

7:35 p.m.  
 

Administrators:  Mr. Rich Faivre and Mrs. Jenette Fruit were present.   
 

VISITORS PRESENT 
 

Mrs. Debbie Peters, Cafeteria Manager and Mr. Stu Bloom from The Earlville Post were present.  
 

MOTIONS ARISING OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 

Ms Smith made a motion to approve the transfer of student 122550577 to the Regional Safe 

School effective immediately.  Mr. Zimmerman seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the 

following members voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. 

Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

Mr. Zimmerman made a motion to accept the resignation of Dillon Reel as high school assistant 

track coach and hired as high school JV baseball coach effective immediately.  Mr. Eager 

seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mr. 

Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

Ms Smith made a motion to hire Tonya Scherer as head high school volleyball coach.  Mr. 

Zimmerman seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. 

Eager, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.   

Mr. Maly voted no.   

The motion carried.    
 

Ms Smith made a motion to hire Shannon Cook as JV high school volleyball coach.  Mr. 

Zimmerman seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. 

Eager, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

Mr. Zimmerman made a motion to hire Gerald Fruit as head high school boys’ basketball coach.  

Mr. Eager seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. 

Eager, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

Ms Smith made a motion to hire Alissa Mathesius for the position of 0-3 parent educator 

effective immediately pending passing all employment requirements.  Mr. Eager seconded the 

motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, 

Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

Ms Smith made a motion to approve teacher movement for non-tenured staff as follows; Year 1 

to Year 2: Dillon Reel and John Pilmer; Year 2 to Year 3: Stephanie Vulcani, Pam Marks, and 

Zack Price; Year 3 to Year 4: Katie Westvig; Year 4 to tenure: Natalie Mahler, Elissa Barker, 

and Sarah Chapman.  

 

 

 



AUDIENCE TO VISITORS   
 

Mrs. Deb Peters was present to explain the CEP program, the program that allows the district to 

provide free lunch and breakfast to all of the students.   Four years ago there were a higher 

number of students on Medicaid/direct certified/low income.  The poverty rate in Earlville has 

lowered which pushes the District out of the program.  Mrs. Peters stated we are at 38% that 

would be identified as low income.  Mr. Eager requested amounts of how much it would cost the 

district to continue free breakfast for all, in concern for the students who may not have breakfast 

provided at home.  Mr. Faivre will gather that information and email board before the next 

meeting. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA   
 

A motion was made by Mr. Maly to approve the Consent Agenda which consists of Minutes, 

Bills, and Payroll. Mr. Eager seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members 

voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion 

carried.    
  

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eager to approve the Financial Reports.  Mr. Zimmerman seconded 

the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the following members voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mrs. Harness, 

Mrs. Koontz, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

A motion to approve the bid from Seico Security of $35,771 to upgrade the existing security 

camera system was made by Ms Smith.  Mr. Eager seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the 

following members voted aye:  Mr. Eager, Mrs. Harness, Mrs. Koontz, Mr. Maly, Ms Smith, Mr. 

Zimmerman, and Mrs. Meloy.  The motion carried.    

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

School Leadership Team – Mrs. Fruit reported she had a math meeting with Illinois Valley 

Community College.  The college will work with the District with the same syllabus to prepare 

the kids for college and opt out of placement test at IVCC.  The SLT also worked on evaluating 

goals and Mrs. Fruit will bring data to board with scores to show results with curriculum.   
 

Finance Committee- Mr. Faivre reported there are additional funds to invest; an additional 

$750,000 was invested with PMA.  A third of the money will mature in six months at a rate of 

1.75%, the second third in twelve months at a rate of 1.99%, and the remaining third in two years 

at a rate of 2.25%.   
 

Building & Grounds- Mr. Faivre provided the board members with a copy of topics in response 

to the Board’s request to begin to form a facility plan.  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

Mrs. Fruit  

Mrs. Christie Farrell and Mrs. Robyn Guelde were the two certified staff members chosen by 

staff for the Excellence in Education award and Mrs. Deb Peters was chosen as the non-certified 

staff member.  The winners will be recognized at the LaSalle County banquet in May, along with 

retirees Mr. Mike Roberson, Mrs. Meg Knauf, Mrs. Julie Rabel, and Mrs. Karen Jacobs. 

 

 

 

 



 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

School Fees – Mr. Faivre provided the board with updated registration fee information with a 

few minor changes.   
 

Handbook – Mrs. Fruit provided the board with a first reading of the Elementary Handbook and 

6-12 Handbooks.   
 

Policy-The Board was given a copy of the new PRESS policy update. 
 

Mr. Maly made a motion to approve the district’s annual membership in the IHSA.  Mr. Eager 

seconded the motion.  All members voted aye by voice and the motion carried.  
 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Zimmerman made a motion to return to Closed Session at 8:05p.m. Ms Smith seconded the 

motion.  All members voted aye by voice and the motion carried.     
 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Board President     Board Secretary 

 


