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 A M essage f rom  t he Super in t en den t

 The goal of Modesto City Schools is to prepare every student  

for the f irst  day after graduat ion, whatever path they have 

chosen. Whether their choice is the workforce, m ili tary,  junior 

college or university,  our job is to ensure they are college and 

career ready.

Modesto City Schools serves approximately 30,000 students 

and 25% of those students are English Learners. Our Dist rict  

has the privi lege and responsibili ty of ensuring that  all 

mult i lingual students become prof icient  in English and master 

the academic content  required of every student  in California.

The English Learners Master Plan is our guide that  will ensure 

our English Learners reach the highest  levels of academic 

achievement and full prof iciency in English. Modesto City 

Schools st rives to achieve these goals by implement ing the 

highest  quality,  evidence- based programs and services for 

these students.

I of fer my sincere thanks to everyone who part icipated in the 

process and development of our English Learner Master Plan.

Sara Noguch i , Ed.D
Superintendent
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In t roduct ion

Modesto City Schools (MCS) is in the city of Modesto, which was founded in 1870- connect ing 
Sacramento and Los Angeles. Modesto is the largest  city of Stanislaus county;  MCS is located 
in the Central Valley,  which is known for i ts agricultural staples.

MCS comprises 22 elementary schools,  4 Junior High Schools,  7 High Schools and a 
Comprehensive Alternat ive High School. MCS current ly serves over 30,000 students TK 
through 12th Grade. Approximately 25% of Modesto City Schools students are English 
Learners (ELs).

Vision  M ission  an d Values

Vision :  Every student  graduates with the skills,  knowledge, and character t raits essent ial to 
thrive and contribute to society.

M ission : We provide rigorous, relevant ,  and diverse educat ional programs that  engage and 
mot ivate all students to reach their individual potent ial by:

- Providing a safe and welcoming learning and working environment.

- Ensuring all students have access to the highest  quality inst ruct ion and learning 
condit ions, and graduate college and career ready.

- Creat ing a culture of high expectat ions for all students and employees.

- Support ing our staff  in making data-driven decisions that  are in the best  interest  of 
students.

- Encouraging t rust  through open, honest  and ongoing communicat ion across all 
members of our school community.

Values: We believe:
- Every student  deserves our best ,  every day and in every situat ion.

- All students will know we believe in them, and that  they are the focus of our work.

- Every interact ion with students matters and is an opportunity to teach and show we 
care.

- Posit ive,  collaborat ive school-community relat ionships are built  on t rust  and respect .

- Educat ing the whole child is maxim ized by creat ing meaningful partnerships with 
communit ies,  fam ilies,  parents/ guardians, and educators.

- Our students and employees will st rive to model our nine character t raits.

- Cont inuous learning and sharing new ideas, best  pract ices, and offering support  to one 
another helps us improve.

Sect ion 1
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Federal  Fun din g

Modesto City Schools receives state funding through the Local  Con t rol  Fun din g Form ula 
(LCFF)  as well as federal funding in categorical funds to fund its English learner services. 

Tit le III funds are categorical funds provided by the government to support  programs that  
help English learners develop full prof iciency in English and reach high academic standards in 
content  areas. The Dist rict  may use Tit le III funds to: 

- support  the development of innovat ive programs that  are in addit ion to the core ELD 
curriculum

- purchase supplementary inst ruct ional and assessment materials

- provide support  for deep and sustained professional development for teachers that  
focuses on the improvement of inst ruct ion and assessment for English learners

- increase parent  involvement

- provide direct  EL student  support  above and beyond that  which is provided through 
general funds and core program

- improve instruct ion and assessment for English learners

Sites may use funding to supplement,  not  supplant ,  general funds or other categorical 
resources at  the school.  For example:

- Tit le III Immigrant  Educat ion funds provide supplemental support  ( i .e. parent  and 
student  liaison, t ranslat ion services) for eligible students.

- A maximum of two percent  of Tit le III funds may be allocated to administ rat ive costs. 
The Dist rict  w ill take the County Off ice of Educat ion (COE)-established indirect  cost  rate 
each year.

- Categorical carry-over from any of the above described funding sources will be lim ited 
to f ive percent .

- All expenditures of categorical funds by the school site will be described within the 
school's Single Plan for Student  Achievement (SPSA). Every School Site Council (SSC) 
will solicit  program and budget  recommendat ions from the English Learner Advisory 
Commit tee (ELAC). The SSC will approve and recommend the school's plan to the 
Board of Educat ion.

- Expenditures of categorical funds will be described as required by the program from 
which the funds are received.

- The Dist rict  personnel responsible for the funds ( i.e. Director overseeing EL programs, 
Director of Finance, etc) ,  as well as DELAC, will provide further oversight  of the 
expenditure of these funds.

Sect ion 1
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Other categorical funds that  may be used to provide supplemental services and programs for 
English learners include: 

- Federal Tit le I,  Part  A funds, which may be ut i lized to help improve instruct ion in high 
poverty schools to ensure that  all students meet  state academic standards.

For any equipment with an acquisit ion cost  of more than $500, MCS will tag the equipment 
and log these acquisit ions into a Dist rict  database. 

Use of  Fun ds

The Dist rict  uses Tit le III Immigrant  funds, along with other funds, to support  eligible 
immigrant  students ages 3 to 21 with addit ional support  in the classroom. The priority has 
been to the newly arrived immigrants. All immigrant  students in Modesto Elementary Dist rict  
are current ly ELs.

Upon ident if icat ion of a student  as an immigrant ,  MCS assesses the student  to determ ine 
academic, social,  and emot ional needs as well as the needs of the parents,  guardians and 
families of the immigrant  student .

Placement of immigrant  students into appropriate courses including supplemental 
inst ruct ional set t ings is determ ined based on assessments.

As needed, the following instruct ional opportunit ies are provided to immigrant  students and 
families:

- Parent  and family outreach such as home visits.

- Meet ings with counselors to support  immigrant  students in areas of academic or career 
counseling.

- Training act ivit ies designed to assist  parents and families of immigrant  students such as 
ELPAC bootcamp and technology t rainings on PowerSchool.

- Intervent ion support  staff  provide and coordinate tutorials,  mentoring, and academic or 
career counseling for immigrant  children and youth.

- Act ivit ies,  coordinated with community-based organizat ions such as Center for Human 
Services, Modesto Junior College through Migrant  Ed.,  and World Relief  which has 
expert ise in working with immigrants,  are offered to assist  parents and families of 
immigrant  children and youth by offering comprehensive community services.

Sect ion 1
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- MCS instruct ional services that  are designed to assist  immigrant  children and youth to 
achieve in elementary schools in the United States such as programs of int roduct ion to 
the educat ional system and civics educat ion; and is provided during their ELD t ime as 
current ly all immigrant  students in MCS are ELs. Should there be an ident if ied 
immigrant  that  is not  an EL, the Dist rict  would ensure that  these instruct ional services 
would be provided via another avenue.

- Supplemental inst ruct ion during winter and summer break is provided to support  
programs of int roduct ion to the educat ional system and civics educat ion.

- To enhance the inst ruct ional opportunit ies to eligible immigrant  students,  
paraprofessionals are provided for addit ional support .

The Dist rict  is taking measures to ensure the recruitment  of and support  for personnel,  
including teachers and paraprofessionals,  and will provide t raining specif ically to provide 
services to immigrant  children and youth.

The Dist rict  has ident if ied, developed, and/ or acquired curricular materials,  educat ional 
software, and technologies to support  immigrant  students.

Special  Than k  You

We would like to acknowledge and give special thanks to the commit tee members for their 
t ime and dedicat ion. Thank you to the dedicated teachers,  administ rators,  and parents who 
have worked to ensure English Learners in Modesto City Schools are provided with 
research-based instruct ional programs to become prof icient  in English and master grade-level 
standards.

Jennifer Aguirre 

Graciela Benavidez   

 Joanna Carri llo  

 Rouy Chhoeung  

 Heather Contreras  

 Ana Garibay  

 Francisco Guerrero  

 Janeth Gut ierrez  

 Adriana Huerta  

 Lori Jonas  

 Monica Lombardo  

 Ot i lia Mart iniuc  

 Ana Mora  

 Maricela Mota  

 Laura Nava  

 Rosalba Ochoa  

 Lauren Odell  

 Lorena Ortega  

 David Sanchez  

 Michael Shroyer  

 Victor Soria  

 Zamanda Vall    

Sect ion 1
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Sect ion 2

Iden t i f i cat i on  an d Placem en t

En gl i sh  Learn er  Team
The Director II of  English Learner Services oversees the TK-12 English Learner  programs 
support ing current  English Learners,  reclassif ied students,  and a State Seal of Bili teracy 
pathway.  The Director II of  English Learner Services supports the EL program in the 
following ways:

- Provides placement recommendat ions

- Supports ELD teachers

- Seal of Bili teracy process

- Dual Language Academy (DLA) and  Language Inst itute (LI)

Under the Director II of  English Learner Services, the Administ rator of Special Projects 
and the Assessment Center Staff  support  the EL program in the following ways:

- Ensure administ rat ion of EL assessment test ing is completed, such as Init ial and 
Summat ive ELPAC

- Init iate the reclassif icat ion process

- Monitor reclassif ied students

- Update EL informat ion in the student  informat ion system

In addit ion, every site has teachers who teach integrated ELD and/ or designated ELD to 
ELs K-12. At  the elementary level,  the classroom teachers are also the ELD teachers. At  
the secondary level,  there are specif ic teachers who teach designated English Language 
Development (ELD), also known as Academic Language Development (ALD). Human 
Resources (HR) verif ies that  all teachers who teach English learners are appropriately 
credent ialed. Sites are responsible for select ing highly-qualif ied teachers to deliver ELD 
instruct ion. All teachers use st rategies to support  their ELs throughout  the day in 
integrated ELD. All dist rict  coaches support  integrated ELD, while some dist rict  coaches 
specif ically support  designated ELD. All educators are responsible for the academic 
language development of our English learners. 

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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Sect ion 2

In i t i al  Iden t i f i cat i on  an d Placem en t

The Enrollment Process
Each student  enrolled in Modesto City Schools must  be formally ident if ied as either a 
nat ive English Only (EO) speaker,  an English Learner (EL),  an Init ial Fluent  English 
Prof icient  ( I-FEP), or as a Reclassif ied Fluent  English Prof icient  (R-FEP) student .

The following procedures are used to determ ine the off icial English prof iciency of each 
student :

- The parent / guardian completes a Hom e Lan guage Survey (HLS)  sect ion on the 
Enrollment  Card, as required by state and federal law, when registering his/ her 
students. 

- The HLS consists of the following four quest ions:

- Language f irst  spoken by child?

- Language most  spoken by child at  home?

- Language most  spoken to child at  home?

- Language most  spoken by adults at  home?

- The quest ions are used to determ ine a student?s home language status as follows:

- English Only (EO): If  the answers to the four quest ions on the HLS are 
?English?, the child is classif ied as English Only.

- To Be Determ ined (TBD): If  the answers to any of  the f irst  three questions on 
the HLS indicate a language other than English, or a combinat ion of English 
and another language, the student  is assessed using a state mandated 
assessment tool.

Parent Notification of Students with a TBD Status

When a student  has a TBD status, parents receive a let ter not ifying them that  on the Home 
Language Survey they indicated that  their child?s primary language is something other 
than English and that  their child will be administered the Init ial ELPAC assessment. If  
parents believe they made a m istake on the Home Language Survey, they need to contact  
the Administ rator of Special Projects at  (209) 574-1590 as soon as possible.

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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Initial ELPAC Assessment

The English Language Prof iciency Assessments for California (ELPAC) is the current  state 
mandated assessment tool used to determ ine the students? English prof iciency status. 
Assessment Center personnel and/ or cert if ied test  administ rators will administer the test  
w ithin 30 calendar days of the f irst  day of school,  or w ithin 30 days of enrollment  (5 CCR §  
11308(a)) . The results of the ELPAC will indicate the student?s English language prof iciency 
level as follows:

- Init ially Fluent  English Prof icient  ( IFEP): Students who are IFEP will not  receive 
EL services.

- English Learner (EL): Students who are ELs (either Novice or Intermediate)  
will receive EL services through integrated and designated English Language 
Development inst ruct ion through the Dist rict?s Structured English Immersion 
(SEI)  program.

Parent Notification of Initial ELPAC Results

After Assessment Center personnel has administered and scored the Init ial ELPAC, parents 
of English learners will be not if ied via let ter of their child?s score and program placement. 
Per Tit le III guidelines, Assessment Center personnel w ill mail the let ter w ithin 30 days of a 
student 's in it ial enrollment  (20 U.S.C §  7012(e)(1)) . Parents or guardians who would like 
to further discuss the results of the Init ial ELPAC are encouraged to contact  the Assessment 
Center.

Classification Review Process

At any point  before the first administ rat ion of the Summat ive ELPAC, but  after the 
administ rat ion of the Init ial ELPAC, a parent  or guardian has the right  to request  an 
amendment to their student?s EL classif icat ion. The Dist rict  w ill honor the request  and 
review the student 's classif icat ion based on mult iple criteria,  including:

- the results of an object ive language prof iciency assessment tool ( including, but  not  
lim ited to,  the Init ial ELPAC),

- evaluat ion of the student?s academic progress, and

- parent  and teacher consultat ion.

Sect ion 2
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Following the review, the Dist rict  w ill not ify in writ ing the parent / guardian of their f indings 
and decision to either maintain or change the student?s original EL classif icat ion. However,  
once the student  has taken the Summat ive ELPAC, the parent / guardian can no longer amend 
the language classif icat ion, and the student  will maintain their EL classif icat ion unt i l they 
meet  the criteria for reclassif icat ion. The classif icat ion review process can only occur once 
during the child?s enrollment  in the California public school system.

The Pathway to EO, EL, IFEP, and RFEP

Sect ion 2
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ELPAC

As of the 2017-2018 school year,  the English Language Prof iciency Assessment for California,  
or ELPAC, is the state-mandated assessment tool to determ ine a student 's English language 
prof iciency. The Init ial ELPAC is administered to each student  only once upon their in it ial 
enrollment  into a California public school. The Summat ive ELPAC is administered annually 
in the spring to determ ine an EL's language prof iciency and provide placement data for the 
following school year (5 CCR §  11306). 

Initial ELPAC

California public school dist ricts use the Init ial ELPAC to determ ine a student 's English 
language prof iciency. The Init ial ELPAC is administered within 30 days of a child's 
enrollment  by cert if ied Dist rict  test  administ rators. 

A student  will take the Init ial ELPAC if : 

- The student  has never been previously enrolled in a California public school dist rict .

- The student  has not  previously been classif ied as an EL.

- There is reasonable doubt  concerning the student 's English language prof iciency.

The results of the Init ial ELPAC determ ine a student 's placement in the Dist rict  language 
acquisit ion program. Students who score IFEP are not  classif ied as ELs and do not  receive EL 
services. Students who score Novice or Intermediate are classif ied as English learners and 
will receive designated and integrated ELD instruct ion through the Dist rict 's SEI program. 

In accordance with the requirements for Tit le I and Tit le III funding, parents/ guardians of ELs 
are not if ied of their student 's Init ial ELPAC score within 30 calendar days by the 
Administ rator of Special Projects. The results will include: 

- reasons for the student 's ident if icat ion as an EL based on the ELPAC results

- need for placement in an English language development program

Sect ion 2
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Summative ELPAC

The Summat ive ELPAC assessment is given each spring to all ELs in grades kindergarten 
through twelve who have not  been reclassif ied (EC 313(d)(2)) . This assessment measures 
the yearly progress of ELs in acquiring the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writ ing in English. Results of the Summat ive ELPAC assessment are used as one measure 
for reclassif icat ion. Within 30 days after the Dist rict  receives Summat ive ELPAC results,  
or w ithin two weeks of the start  of  the next  school year if  results are received after the last  
day of inst ruct ion, the Administ rator of Special Projects will not ify parents of the results 
of the assessment. These not if icat ions will include: 

- individual student  result  reports,  which show the overall performance level at tained 
by the students in listening, speaking, reading and writ ing

- the reasons for the student 's cont inued ident if icat ion as an EL based on the ELPAC 
results

- the cont inued need for placement in the Dist rict  language acquisit ion program

Districtwide results for the Summat ive ELPAC can be found on the California Dashboard 
(caschooldashboard.org). 

ELPAC Supports for Students who Receive Special Education Services

Under the guidelines of a student 's Individualized Educat ion Program ( IEP),  supports and 
accommodat ions can be made for both the Init ial and Summat ive ELPAC. For more 
informat ion on supports and accommodat ions, please contact  the case manager in charge 
of the student?s IEP. In addit ion, under the guidelines of a student?s IEP, the alternat ive 
ELPAC assessment or an alternat ive assessment may be administered. For more 
informat ion on the alternat ive ELPAC assessment,  please contact  the case manager in 
charge of the student 's IEP.

Sect ion 2
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Sect ion 3

K- 12 In st ruct i on al  Program s an d Serv i ces

In st ruct i on al  Program s an d Serv i ces

Each English Learner (EL) ident if ied in Modesto City Schools will receive special 
inst ruct ional assistance to help  develop  English  prof iciency  and  to  promote  academic 
success. The common goal for all  English  Learners is to  be  reclassif ied prof icient  in  
English  as measured by the English Language Prof iciency Assessments for California 
(ELPAC) and other criteria. (See Section 5 -  Reclassification for further details)

In order to accomplish this goal the Dist rict  has the following instruct ional programs:

A. Structured English Immersion (SEI)

B. Newcomer Program (Language Inst itute)

C. Dual Language Academy (DLA)

Services and Support  Offered:

- English Learner Services
- English Language and Literacy Programs for English Learners
- Textbook Adopt ion for Spanish Language
- Newcomer Services and Support
- State and Federal Programs: Tit le I,  Tit le III,  Tit le V
- Staff  Development
- EL Instruct ional Assistant  Support  and Paraprofessional Development
- Private Schools
- Language Census
- Language Prof iciency Assessments
- Federal Program Monitoring (FPM)
- Dist rict  English Language Advisory Commit tee (DELAC)

Structured English Immersion (SEI)

The SEI program is the language acquisit ion program offered in MCS. English learners will 
receive English language development through the SEI model. The SEI program is primari ly 
taught  in English, and blends both designated and integrated English Language 
Development (ELD) inst ruct ion (5CCR §  11309).  

Newcomer Program (Language Institute)

The  Newcomer Program is a parent  choice program for English  Learners with less than 12 

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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Sect ion 3

months of U.S. schooling; the Program is located at  Tuolumne Elementary,  Roosevelt  
Junior High and Davis High School. The programs goal is to ensure English aquisit ion as 
rapidly and effect ively as possible while also providing core content  classes. For more 
informat ion parents can call (209)574-1590.

Dual Language Academy

The Dual Language Academy (DLA) is for both English Learners and f luent  English 
students. The DLA goal is bi lingualism and bili teracy in both English and Spanish. The 
Dual Language Academy (DLA) is a dist rictwide program which is hosted at  Bret  Harte 
Elementary School and Hanshaw Junior High School. Both English and Spanish 
inst ruct ion are used 50% each day. Entry into the DLA in grades K-1 is open and based 
on space availabili ty;  entry in grades 2-8 must  meet  entry criteria. (See DLA Handbook for 
specific details)

Parents or guardians of students enrolled in the school may choose a language 
acquisit ion program that  best  suits their child. To do so, parents need to contact  the 
Assessment Center at  (209)574-1590. In order to keep an accurate record of the input ,  
the Administ rator of Special Projects will ask parents the following:

- School site
- Date of request
- Parent / Guardian name
- Student  name
- Student  grade level
- General descript ion of parent  request

Design at ed an d In t egrat ed ELD

Designated and Integrated
The ELD Framework recommends an ELD program that  incorporates both designated 
and integrated ELD instruct ion to support  English learners at  all levels of English 
language prof iciency. Because the needs of elementary and secondary English learners 
vary great ly,  MCS has designed an elementary ELD program and a secondary ELD 
program. According to the ELD standards, "ELs entering California schools in 
kindergarten, for example, w ill benef it  f rom part icipat ing in the same instruct ional 
act ivit ies in li teracy as their non-EL peers,  along with addit ional dif ferent iated support  
based on student  need. EL students who enter secondary grades, depending upon the 
level of  previous schooling they have received, may need addit ional support  mastering 

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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Sect ion 3

certain linguist ic and cognit ive skills in order to fully engage in intellectually challenging 
tasks" (CA ELD Standards, 9) . Therefore, designated ELD program structure and 
instruct ion dif fer between the elementary and secondary levels. 

Designated ELD

Per state guidelines, all English learners must  receive daily,  designated ELD instruct ion. 
In designated ELD, " the classroom teacher uses the CA ELD standards as the focal 
standards in ways that  build into and from content  inst ruct ion in order to develop 
crit ical language ELs need for content  learning in English" (CA ELD Standards, 9) . 
Designated ELD is a daily,  protected instruct ional t ime in which the classroom teacher 
intent ionally aligns their inst ruct ion to the CA ELD standards in order to build students' 
development and understanding of the English language. Students may receive 
designated ELD in one of two ways: 

1. During a separate class period or inst ruct ional block of t ime. At  the elementary 
level,  designated ELD is provided during specif ic protected t ime. At  the secondary 
level,  designated ELD is provided in a dist inct  course t i t led "Academic Language 
Development (ALD)". This st ructure is recommended for students who are at  the 
emerging to bridging language prof iciency levels.

2. In a small group within the context  of an English Language Arts (ELA) class. This 
st ructure is recommended for students who are at  the emerging to bridging 
language prof iciency levels. In designated ELD, students are taught  by a 
highly-qualif ied classroom teacher who has a credent ial w ith an EL authorizat ion. 

Integrated ELD

ELs in the SEI program also receive integrated ELD in grade-level core content  area 
classes. According to the CA ELD Framework, integrated ELD is def ined as inst ruct ion 
" in which all teachers with ELs in their classrooms use the CA ELD standards in tandem 
with the focal California Common Core State Standards for ELA/ Literacy and other 
content  standards" (CA ELD Standards, 9) . In integrated ELD, classroom teachers also 
use SDAIE st rategies to support  English learners. Core content  area teachers who teach 
English learners must  also be fully-credent ialed with an EL authorizat ion.

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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Sect ion 3

Program Opt- Out

Per federal guidelines, parents of English learners have the right  to opt  their child out  of 
part icipat ing in the ELD program. Should a parent  wish to opt  out  their English learner,  
MCS will respect  the wishes of the parent . To opt  your child out  of an ELD program, 
please contact  the Director II of  English Learner Services. Although the student  will not  
part icipate in the Dist rict 's ELD program, they will st i ll maintain their status as an 
English learner. Per state law, the dist rict  has an obligat ion to cont inue monitoring the 
student 's academic progress. Students who have been opted-out  of the ELD program 
must  st i ll take the Summat ive ELPAC at  the end of each academic year in order to 
monitor their English language prof iciency (5 CCR §  11306).

Elem en t ary En gl i sh  Lan guage Developm en t  Grades K- 6

Elementary Program Structure
At the elementary level,  ELs receive integrated and designated ELD instruct ion within 
their class with their classroom teacher,  another grade level teacher,  or through push-in 
or pull-out  models. Each EL student  receives daily protected designated ELD instruct ion. 
Only English learners receive designated ELD instruct ion.

Elementary Program Placement

How to Access Elementary EL Data for Placement and Instruction
Teachers have access to EL assessment data through MOSIS and PowerSchool. Using 
these resources, all teachers are expected to familiarize themselves with their ELs' 
language prof iciency levels and intent ionally align ELD instruct ion to the language needs 
of the students. Teachers will support  the language development of ELs in the regular 
classroom through integrated ELD instruct ion by pract icing SDAIE st rategies. 
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English Learner  Placem ent  for  Elem ent ary St udent s (4-6)

Years in t he U.S. 0-12 m ont hs 1+ years

Core Cont ent - ELA : Wonders
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: Studies Weekly

- ELA: Wonders
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: Studies Weekly

Designat ed ELD - Direct Instruction Spoken English (DISE) - Wonders ELD

Designat ed ELD 
delivery

- Deploy to another teacher
- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

- Grade level teacher provides 
designated time

- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

ELPAC - ELPAC 1 - ELPAC 1-4

SPED - IEP language goals etc. determines 
placement

- IEP language goals etc. 
determines placement

English Learner  Placem ent  for  Elem ent ary St udent s (K-3)

Years in t he U.S. 0-12 m ont hs 1+ years

Core Cont ent - ELA : Wonders
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: Studies Weekly

- ELA: Wonders
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: Studies Weekly

Designat ed ELD - Wonders ELD - Wonders ELD

Designat ed ELD 
delivery

- Grade level teacher provides 
designated time

- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

- Grade level teacher provides 
designated time

- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

ELPAC - ELPAC 1 - ELPAC 1-4

SPED - IEP language goals etc. 
determines placement

- IEP language goals etc. 
determines placement
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Secon dary En gl i sh  Lan guage Developm en t  Grades 7- 12

Secondary Program Structure
At the secondary level,  ELs receive integrated and designated ELD instruct ion within the 
school day. Each EL student  receives integrate ELD  within all core contents- English 
Language Arts,  Mathemat ics,  Science, and Social Science. Although there are dif ferent  
pathways for students receiving designated ELD, each EL student  receives daily protected 
designated ELD instruct ion. Only English learners receive designated ELD instruct ion.

Secondary Program Placement
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English Learner  Placem ent  for  Secondary St udent s (7-8)

Years in t he U.S. 0-12 m ont hs 1+ years

Core Cont ent - ELA: Adopted Curriculum
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: McDougal

- ELA: StudySync
- Math: SWUN
- Science: Discovery Science CA
- History: McDougal

Designat ed ELD - Adopted Curriculum - StudySync ELD

Designat ed ELD delivery - Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

- Grade level teacher provides 
designated time

- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

ELPAC - ELPAC 1 - ELPAC 1-4

SPED - IEP language goals etc. 
determines placement

- IEP language goals etc. determines 
placement
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Designat ed ELD delivery - Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

- Grade level teacher provides 
designated time

- Teacher has CLAD/CTEL
- With structured supports

ELPAC - ELPAC 1 - ELPAC 1-4

SPED - IEP language goals etc. 
determines placement

- IEP language goals etc. determines 
placement

9-12 Designat ed ELD Class Designat ed  ELD Init ial Placem ent  Guidelines*

Academic Language Development Fundamentals ELPAC Overall 1

Academic Language Development A ELPAC Overall 1/2

Academic Language Development B ELPAC Overall 3/4

Academic Language Development C ELPAC Overall 4

English Learner  Placem ent  for  Secondary St udent s (9-12)*

Years in t he U.S. 0-12 m ont hs 1+ years

Core Cont ent - System 44
- Grade-level Math
- Grade-level Science
- Grade-level Social Science

- ELA: StudySync
- Grade-level Math
- Grade-level Science
- Grade-level Social Science

Designat ed ELD - Every Day English Plus - Edge (Fundamentals, A, B, or C)

* These are guidelines - actual placement is determ ined by number of ELs and their overall 
scores.
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How to Access Secondary EL Data for Placement and Instruction
Teachers have access to EL assessment data through MOSIS and PowerSchool. Using these 
resources, all teachers are expected to familiarize themselves with their ELs' language 
prof iciency levels. Teachers will support  the language development of ELs in the regular 
classroom through integrated ELD instruct ion by pract icing SDAIE st rategies. 

Suppor t i n g En gl i sh  Learn ers

Supporting English Learners who are At- Risk LTELs or LTELs
MCS dist ributes data reports for students that  are At-Risk LTELs or LTELs on a monthly 
basis to key stakeholders (site administ rators,  counselors,  inst ruct ional coaches, etc.) . Data 
is disaggregated in order to act ivate the  mult i-t iered system of support  (MTSS), school 
study teams (SSTs),  and other site based supports and intervent ions.

Supporting English Learners? Access to Advanced Courses & Gifted and Talented 
Programs
MCS believes all students,  including English learners,  w ill have equitable access to 
advanced courses and programs such as Advanced Placement (AP),  Gif ted and Talented 
Educat ion (GATE), and Internat ional Baccalaureate ( IB),  as well as Career Technical 
Educat ion Pathways (CTE). MCS will ensure that  English learners are not  overlooked for 
these programs and courses because of a lack of English language prof iciency. In 2nd grade, 
all students are tested for GATE; for students in all other grades wishing to part icipate in 
GATE, parents may f i ll out  a referral for test ing. Students who are ident if ied as GATE 
receive dif ferent iated inst ruct ion in their classes and may also receive GATE services 
through a cluster grouping model at  their school site. English learners who are also 
ident if ied as GATE will cont inue to receive ELD services to support  their English language 
acquisit ion, while also receiving dif ferent iated inst ruct ion to meet  their needs as a gif ted 
and talented learner. 

At  the m iddle and high school level,  all students,  including English learners,  have equal 
access to advanced courses such as AP classes, CTE pathways, or the IB program. All 
English learners,  regardless of their part icipat ion in advanced programs and courses, will 
cont inue to receive English language development inst ruct ion unt i l they meet  the criteria 
for reclassif icat ion. For more informat ion about  AP, IB, GATE, or CTE, please contact  the 
Dist rict  Off ice. 
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Supporting English Learners with IEPs or 504 Plans
English learner services for students with IEPs or 504 Plans will be determ ined by the 
student 's IEP team.

Accoun t abi l i t y

Elementary Program Monitoring
The site principal is responsible for leading and monitoring the implementat ion of ELD 
scheduling, grouping, and instruct ion at  their site. Administ rators will work with the grade 
level and/ or department  teams to analyze student  assessments and modify inst ruct ion as 
necessary.

Secondary Program Monitoring
The site principal is responsible for leading and monitoring the implementat ion of ELD 
programs and instruct ion at  their site. Administ rators will work with the ELD teachers,  
counselors,  and grade level and/ or department  teams to analyze student  assessments and 
modify inst ruct ion as necessary. 
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 In st ruct i on al  Pract i ces & Prof ession al  Developm en t

MCS strongly believes all English learners enter the Dist rict  w ith a valuable asset  -- oral 
prof iciency in a language other than English. The goal of ELD instruct ion is to build f luency 
in English, while st i ll honoring the value of the student 's primary language. Our goal is to 
build students' English language prof iciency, not  at  the expense of their primary language, 
but  in addit ion to it ,  so that  our English learners have the opportunity to become bilingual,  
bicultural,  and bili terate individuals.

In st ruct i on al  Pract i ces

2012 California English Language Development Standards

Following the adopt ion and implementat ion of the Common Core State Standards for 
California,  the California State Board of Educat ion adopted a new set  of English Language 
Development standards. These standards are used as the primary tools for lesson design 
and instruct ion in the Dist rict 's English Language Development program. The 2014 
California ELD Framework ident if ies three key goals for English learners: 

- Develop readiness for college, career,  and civic li fe

- At tain the capacit ies of li terate individuals

- Become broadly li terate

The following key themes from the CA ELD Framework support  these goals: 

- Meaning making 

- Effect ive expression

- Foundat ional skills

- Content  knowledge

- Language development

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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The CA ELD standards work in tandem with the Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts and Literacy (CCSS ELA/ Literacy). The CCSS ELA/ Literacy ref lect  a 
fundamental shif t  in English language development inst ruct ion -- the belief  that  all content  
area teachers are also li teracy teachers. According to the CCSS, "Meet ing the demands of the 
li teracy standards requires substant ially expanding the li teracy requirements in 
history/ social science, as well as in science and technical subjects."  As a result  of  this shif t ,  
language development can be supported through academic discourse in a math classroom, a 
historical debate, or an argumentat ive essay centering around a scient if ic theory. In addit ion 
to the language skills taught  through language arts curriculum, students develop their 
reading, writ ing, speaking, listening, and crit ical thinking skills in all content  areas. The 
fundamental belief  that  all teachers are li teracy teachers means all MCS students,  
part icularly English learners,  are given mult iple opportunit ies each day to develop and 
sharpen the li teracy skills needed to become product ive, global cit izens. While all teachers 
are expected to align their inst ruct ion to the CCSS for ELA/ Literacy, all teachers who have 
ELs in their classrooms are also expected to incorporate the 2012 CA ELD standards in their 
daily lessons. 

The following key themes from the CA ELD Framework support  these goals: 

- Meaning making 
- Effect ive expression
- Foundat ional skills
- Content  knowledge

ELD Standards: Parts I, I I , I I I
The ELD standards are divided into three parts: Interact ing in Meaningful Ways, Learning 
About  How English Works, and Using Foundat ional Literacy Skills . The following details the 
three parts:

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020

Part  I Interact ing in Meaningful Ways

A. Collaborat ive 

1. Exchanging informat ion and ideas with others through oral collaborat ive conversat ions 
on a range of social and academic topics 

2. Interact ing with others in writ ten English in various communicat ive forms (print ,  
communicat ive technology, and mult imedia)
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3. Offering and support ing opinions and negot iat ing with others in communicat ive 
exchanges 

4. Adapt ing language choices to various contexts (based on task, purpose, audience, and 
text  type) 

B. Interpret ive

5. Listening act ively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts

6. Reading closely li terary and informat ional texts and viewing mult imedia to determ ine 
how meaning is conveyed explicit ly and implicit ly through language

7. Evaluat ing how well writers and speakers use language to support  ideas and opinions 
with details or reasons depending on modality,  text  type, purpose, audience, topic,  and 
content  area

8. Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for 
specif ic purposes ( to explain,  persuade, entertain,  etc.)  depending on modality,  text  type, 
purpose, audience, topic,  and content  area

C. Product ive

9. Expressing informat ion and ideas in formal oral presentat ions on academic topics 

10. Composing/ writ ing li terary and informat ional texts to present ,  describe, and explain 
ideas and informat ion, using appropriate technology 

11. Support ing own opinions and evaluat ing others? opinions in speaking and writ ing 

12. Select ing and applying varied and precise vocabulary and language st ructures to 
effect ively convey ideas

Part  II Learning About  How English Works

A. Structuring Cohesive Texts

1. Understanding text  st ructure 

2. Understanding cohesion 

B. Expanding and Enriching Ideas 

3. Using verbs and verb phrases 

4. Using nouns and noun phrases 

5. Modifying to add details 
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C. Connect ing and Condensing Ideas 

6. Connect ing ideas 

7. Condensing ideas

Part  III  Using Foundat ional Literacy Skills

ELD Proficiency Levels

The ELD standards are divided into three language prof iciency levels: Emerging, Expanding, 
and Bridging . The following prof iciency level descriptors are provided in the 2012 CA ELD 
Standards:

- New com er  students are those English learners who have been in the United States for 
less than 12 months. These students come to school possessing a wide range of 
competencies in their primary language appropriate to their age. They may have 
varying levels of li teracy depending on their prior experiences in the home, 
community,  and at  school. As learners of English as a new language, they gain 
metacognit ive awareness of what  language is and how it  is used and apply this 
awareness in their language learning st rategies, including drawing upon their nat ive 
language. Newcomers possess cognit ive abili t ies appropriate to their age and 
experience, but  they require high levels of linguist ic support  in order to communicate 
their thinking. 

- Em ergin g ELs typically progress very quickly,  learning to use English for immediate 
needs as well as beginning to understand and use academic vocabulary. These students 
require substant ial scaffolding and support  in order to engage in grade-level tasks and 
act ivit ies as well as specialized ELD instruct ion. 

- Expan din g ELs are challenged to increase their English skills in more contexts,  and 
learn a great  variety of vocabulary and linguist ic st ructures, applying their growing 
language skills in more sophist icated ways appropriate to their age and grade level. 
These students require moderate scaffolding and support  in order to engage in 
grade-level tasks and act ivit ies,  as well as some specialized ELD instruct ion.
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- Br idgin g ELs cont inue to learn and apply a range of high-level English language skills 
in a wide variety of contexts. These students are t ransit ioning to full engagement in 
grade-level tasks and act ivit ies,  w ithout  the need for specialized ELD instruct ion. 

High- Impact Instructional Strategies for Designated and Integrated ELD
Along with ut i lizing ELD standards, teachers in both an integrated and designated ELD 
class, ut i lize research-based best  pract ices. The following are three examples of best  
pract ices for English learners: a learning target  aligned to a language skill,  regular academic 
discourse, and student  responses in complete sentences. 

- Learn in g t arget  al i gn ed t o a l an guage sk i l l :  After st rategically planning lessons 
backwards mapped from an instruct ional outcome, learning targets with a language 
skill should be created for each daily lesson. This pract ice dramat ically increases 
student  learning, as students know what  skills they are learning during a lesson and 
whether or not  they have successfully mastered the skill. In addit ion, a learning 
target  keeps the teacher's inst ruct ion aligned to an overall goal,  and format ive 
assessments can be given in order to adjust  inst ruct ion as students progress. 
According to Hill and Miller,  in their book Classroom Instruct ion that  Works with 
English Language Learners (2014),  "Set t ing object ives in the classroom helps focus 
the direct ion for learning and the path for teaching."

- Academ ic di scourse: Teachers should assign regular partners for their students;  for 
ELs in a designated ELD class, partnering students with someone who is at  a sim ilar 
language level is ideal,  so that  they can be pushed linguist ically while st i ll receiving 
some primary language support  f rom their peer(s)  as needed. Students should be 
doing at  least  50% of the talking during every lesson. Engaging all students in 
academic conversat ion is key. According to Hill and Miller (2014),  "Teachers of 
students learning English and other subjects in need of language development can 
develop language as well as subject-mat ter knowledge and skills by providing 
opportunit ies for students to engage in meaningful opportunit ies related to specif ic 
content  ... "  (29). To accelerate students' language capacit ies,  give them regular and 
intent ional opportunit ies to speak. 

- Com plet e sen t en ces: Students should respond in complete sentences the majority 
of the t ime. This accomplishes several things for ELs: i t  builds their ear for academic 
English, increases their use of academic vocabulary,  reinforces the content  being 
taught ,  and builds capacity for more complex language st ructures, which carries over 
to their writ ing. Providing sentence frames or sentence starters can give scaffolds for 
students to produce longer and more complex sentences. Newcomers may need more 
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scaffolded sentence frames or may also need to repeat  a model sentence in order 
to achieve this goal. According to Achievethecore.org, "English Language 
Learners (ELLs) can benef it  early on in their English development from sentence 
frames/ starters to help them understand the type of content  they are being 
asked to talk or write about . Sentence frames help students who are new to 
English by providing vocabulary and st ructure that  they wouldn't  be able to 
produce on their own. Sentence frames are part icularly helpful when writ ing 
about  more linguist ically complex ideas."  Speaking in complete sentences with 
the scaffolds of sentence frames assists students in acquiring academic English.

What is Specifically Designed Academic Instruction in English?
All teachers with English learners in their classroom are expected to pract ice SDAIE 
st rategies to support  integrated ELD instruct ion. SDAIE, or Specif ically Designed 
Academic Instruct ion in English, is a set  of inst ruct ional tools that  support  the 
acquisit ion of English language prof iciency in any content  area. These research-based 
methods benef it  not  only English learners,  but  all students as they develop their 
academic language capacity. Below is a sample of high-impact  SDAIE st rategies: 

- Learning targets with a language focus and feedback aligned to the target
- Student-centered cooperat ive learning
- Academic conversat ions
- Targeted vocabulary inst ruct ion
- Visual-aids and manipulat ives
- Accessing prior knowledge
- Graphic organizers and thinking maps

Prof ession al  Developm en t

MCS provides staff  w ith professional development around ELD instruct ion. The 
Director II of  English Learner Services provides ELD t raining and coaching to all 
designated ELD teachers. In this t raining, teachers receive research-based resources 
and effect ive st rategies for teaching designated ELD. In addit ion, SDAIE t raining and 
coaching is provided to groups of high school English Language Arts and other content  
area teachers. Possible topics addressed in professional development for ELD include, 
but  are not  lim ited to: 

Sect ion 4
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- 2012 CA ELD Standards
- 2014 CA ELA/ ELD Framework
- 2013 Next  Generat ion Science Standards for California Public Schools
- 2010 The College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for ELA and Literacy 
- 2013 Mathemat ics Framework
- Init ial & Summat ive ELPAC
- High-impact  inst ruct ional st rategies for designated ELD
- High-impact  inst ruct ional st rategies for integrated ELD/ SDAIE
- Ident ifying ELs using the Dist rict  student  informat ion portal and Data 

Warehouse
- Analyzing EL assessment data

MCS has a team of highly-qualif ied inst ruct ional coaches who provide job-embedded 
coaching to classroom teachers K-12. In a job-embedded coaching cycle,  an 
inst ruct ional coach works closely with a classroom teacher and their students toward 
an agreed-upon student-centered goal. Using data from format ive assessments,  the 
coach and the teacher make instruct ional decisions to help students achieve the 
learning goal. At  t imes, the coach may also m icro-model specif ic inst ruct ional 
st rategies that  will support  the students and the teacher in their learning. Inst ruct ional 
Coaches, who are part  of  the inst ruct ional coaching team, work specif ically with 
teachers throughout  MCS to support  teachers in inst ruct ional st rategies for English 
learners in both designated and integrated ELD.

Sect ion 4
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Reclassif icat ion
Reclassi f i cat i on

English Learners will be reclassif ied as Redesignated Fluent  English Prof icient  (R-FEP) status 
when they demonstrate the skills necessary to compete equally with average nat ive English 
speaking students.

Reclassi f i cat i on  Cr i t er i a*

Per state and dist rict  guidelines (EC 313(f) ,  5 CCR §  11303),  the Assessment Center will begin 
the reclassif icat ion process when an English Learner has met all the following criteria:

1. Current  year Overall ELPAC score of (4)  Well Developed

2. Teacher evaluat ion

3. Parent  consultat ion

4. Comparison of student  performance in state-adopted English Language Arts reading 
and writ ing standards through an object ive assessment tool such as the state test  for 
English Language Arts

* See at tached Reclassif icat ion Criteria

Reclassi f i cat i on  Process

Modesto City Schools English Learners Master Plan/Updated January 2020
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St ep 1:  The Assessment Center analyzes assessment data and ident if ies ELs eligible for 
reclassif icat ion. ELs who meet  the reclassif icat ion criteria based on assessment data alone will 
cont inue the reclassif icat ion process in Step 3. If  a grade level does not  use an assessment,  
such as CAASPP, the Assessment Center will cont inue the reclassif icat ion process out lined in 
Step 2.

St ep 2:  For those without  a CAASPP score, the Assessment Center will provide an assessment 
that  is aligned to grade-level language arts standards. The site
is responsible for administering the assessment to each student  and returning the
completed scores to the Assessment Center.

St ep 3:  If  an English learner meets the reclassif icat ion criteria,  the Assessment Center will 
contact  the site,  who will then complete the reclassif icat ion process with the student?s 
parent / guardian, a classroom teacher,  and the site administ rator. For all forms related to 
reclassif icat ion, please see at tached.

St ep 4:  Once the reclassif icat ion paperwork has been completed, the Assessment Center will 
change the student?s English Learner (EL) status to Redesignated Fluent  English Prof icient  
(R-FEP).

Reclassi f i cat i on  M on i t or i n g
Annually,  the Assessment Center will provide the RFEP Monitoring Form to the site 
administ rator to analyze student  data including, but  not  lim ited to,  academic progress grades, 
at tendance, and behavior. If  any concerns emerge in the data, the site administ rator will 
contact  the classroom teacher(s)  for addit ional insight  as to the student 's progress. If  i t  is 
determ ined that  the student  requires addit ional support  and/ or intervent ions, the student 's 
counselor will meet  with the reclassif ied student  to discuss the student 's needs and establish 
goals together.

Reclassi f i cat i on  f or  St uden t s w ho are El i gible f or  Al t ern at i ve 
Reclassi f i cat i on
Some students with disabili t ies may be eligible for alternat ive reclassif icat ion, dependent  
upon their IEP. For more informat ion about  the alternat ive reclassif icat ion process, please 
contact  the Administ rator of Special Projects.
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St at e Seal  of  Bi l i t eracy

St at e Seal  of  Bi l i t eracy Requi rem en t s
In order to aff irm  the value of bi lingualism and encourage our students' enrollment  in world 
language programs, the state of California awards the State Seal of Bili teracy 
(SSB) to graduat ing students who have demonstrated bili teracy in English and at  least  one 
other language. Graduat ing seniors within Modesto City Schools who meet  the state 
requirements for bi li teracy will earn the State Seal of Bili teracy. Students must  meet  the 
current  California Department  of Educat ion State Seal of Bili teracy requirements.

El igibi l i t y Cr i t er i a f or  a St uden t  Whose Pr im ary Lan guage i s En gl i sh
Each of these three academic requirements shall be fulf i lled:

1. Students must  have completed all English-language arts (ELA) requirements for 
graduat ion with an overall grade point  average (GPA) of 2.0 or above in those classes. 

2. Students must  have passed the California Assessment of Student  Performance and 
Progress (CAASPP) in ELA (administered in grade eleven),  or any successor test ,  
administered in grade eleven, at  or above the ?standard met? achievement level,  or at  
the achievement level determ ined by the State Superintendent  of Public Instruct ion 
(SSPI)  for any successor test . 

3. Students must  demonstrate prof iciency in one or more languages other than English 
through one of the following methods: 

- Pass a foreign language Advanced Placement (AP) exam, including American Sign 
Language, with a score of three or higher. 

- Pass an Internat ional Baccalaureate ( IB) examinat ion with a score of four or higher. 

- Successfully complete a four-year high school course of study in a foreign language 
and at tain an overall grade point  average of 3.0 or above in that  course of study, and 
demonstrate oral prof iciency in the language comparable to that  required to pass an 
AP or IB examinat ion. 
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- If  no AP examinat ion or off-the-shelf  language test  ex ists and the dist rict  uses its own 
language examinat ion, the school dist rict  must  cert ify to the SSPI that  the test  meets 
the rigor of a four-year high school course of study in that  foreign language and, at  a 
m inimum, assesses speaking, reading, and writ ing. If  a student  seeks to qualify for 
the SSB through a language that  is not  characterized by listening, speaking, or 
reading, or for which there is no writ ten system, the student  must  pass an 
assessment on the modalit ies that  characterize communicat ion in that  language at  
the prof icient  level or higher.

- If  a dist rict  of fers a language examinat ion in a language in which an AP examinat ion 
or off-the-shelf  examinat ion exists,  the dist rict  language examinat ion must  be 
approved by the SSPI. 

- Pass the Scholast ic Assessment Test  (SAT) II foreign language exam with a score of 
600 or higher.
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El igibi l i t y Cr i t er i a f or  a St uden t  Whose Pr im ary Lan guage i s n ot  En gl i sh
If  the primary language of a pupil is other than English, the student  shall also meet  the 
following academic requirements: 

1. At tain the level demonstrat ing English language prof iciency on the English Language 
Prof iciency Assessments for California (ELPAC), or any successor English language 
prof iciency assessment,  in t ransit ional kindergarten or kindergarten through grade 
twelve, inclusive.

2. Meet  the academic requirements 1,  2,  and 3 as stated above in Sect ion I. 

Ben ef i t s of  Earn in g t he St at e Seal  of  Bi l i t eracy

The Seal of Bili teracy recognizes and promotes world language instruct ion in public schools 
and encourages students to study world languages. Earning the Seal provides students with a 
compet it ive edge as they move on to careers and higher educat ion. In addit ion, promot ing 
bili teracy in mult iple languages honors the cultures and languages of our community and leads 
to an appreciat ion of the diversity in our schools. 
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Sect ion 6

Paren t  Advisory Com m i t t ees

The Board of Educat ion is the local governing ent ity for MCS. In addit ion, the Dist rict  has a 
regular Dist rict  English Learner Advisory Commit tee (DELAC) meet ing. This commit tee 
shares dist rict -wide data, events,  and parent  learning workshops with parents and 
community members as well as mandated t raining topics required by the State of 
California. Sites have an English Learner Advisory Commit tee (ELAC)/ English Learner 
Parent  Partnership (ELPP), that  focuses on site-based programs, data, and supports for ELs. 
The relat ionship between DELAC and ELPP is crucial for communicat ion and coherence 
throughout  MCS as it  pertains to our ELs.

En gl i sh  Learn er  Advisory Com m i t t ee (ELAC)
State law requires any school site with 21 or more ELs to establish an ELAC and hold ELAC 
meet ings (5 CCR §  11308(a)) . The site administ rator is responsible for establishing the 
Commit tee. The ELAC provides parents of ELs an opportunity to give input  on site-based 
English learner services and focuses on site-based programs, data, and supports for English 
learners. The ELAC is an advisory council,  not  a decision-making body. The Commit tee 
advises the principal on services and programs for ELs, assists in the development of the 
school's needs assessment,  and informs parents of the importance of regular school 
at tendance. The ELAC receives t raining and any necessary materials,  planned in full 
consultat ion with commit tee members, to assist  members in carrying out  their legal 
responsibili t ies. The ELAC serves as the voice of the EL community.

Requi rem en t s
The law states that  parents of English learners must  comprise at  least  the same percentage 
of ELAC membership as the percentage of ELs enrolled at  the school site. For example, i f  
30% of the school's total student  populat ion are ELs, at  least  30% of the ELAC members 
must  be parents of English learners. Other parents/ guardians, staff ,  and community 
members may be ELAC members as long as the percentage of EL parents matches or 
exceeds the percentage of EL students at  the school. 
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Sect ion 6

Elect i on s

By law, all parents of English learners must  have the opportunity to elect  parent  members 
to the  English Learner Advisory Commit tee. In addit ion, the ELAC has the responsibili ty 
to elect  one of their members to at tend DELAC meet ings. If  a member of ELAC is not  
elected, the chair must  at tend the DELAC meet ings. The ELAC bylaws, or i f  absent ,  the 
DELAC bylaws, shall determ ine addit ional elect ion procedures and requirements. 

Guidel i n es
The number of ELAC meet ings per year is established by the ELAC bylaws, or when absent ,  
the DELAC bylaws. The following required topics must  be discussed at  the ELAC meet ings: 

- promot ing regular school at tendance

- development of the Needs Assessment

- advising the School Site Council (SSC) on the School Plan for Student  Achievement 
(SPSA)

- advising the principal and staff  on the site program and services for English Learners 
and its object ives and goals

- reclassif icat ion procedures

In addit ion, the following suggested topics are appropriate for discussion at  an ELAC 
meet ing: 

- ELAC?s legal responsibili t ies

- ELD Standards

- State Seal of Bili teracy

- Common Core State Standards

- Init ial and Summat ive ELPAC

- Other topics related to student  academic and emot ional development
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Sect ion 6

Dist r i ct  En gl i sh  Learn er  Advisory Com m i t t ee (DELAC)
By law, dist ricts serving 50 or more English learners must  establish a Dist rict  English 
Learner Advisory Commit tee (5 CCR§  11308(a),  EC 52069(b)( l) ) . This commit tee shares 
Dist rict -wide data, events,  and parent  learning workshops with parents and community 
members as well as mandated t raining topics required by the State of California. Dist rict  
SLS is responsible for establishing a DELAC meet ing calendar,  holding DELAC elect ions, 
dist ribut ing DELAC not ices, and facili tat ing DELAC meet ings. With the consultat ion of 
commit tee members, the Dist rict  w ill provide t raining and any necessary materials 
needed to assist  members in carrying out  their legal advisory responsibili t ies.

Requi rem en t s
The law requires that  the parents/ guardians of English learners,  who are not  employed 
by the Dist rict ,  const itute the majority (51 %) of the DELAC. In addit ion, other 
parents/ guardians, community members, and dist rict  staff  may also part icipate in 
DELAC. The DELAC bylaws may establish addit ional requirements. 

M eet in gs 
Not ice for DELAC meet ings must  be posted at  least  72 hours in advance of the scheduled 
meet ing t ime (EC 35147(c)( l) ) . All DELAC meet ings must  follow the Brown Act  and 
Robert 's Rules of Order (EC §  5147(a)) . During the meet ing, parents,  community 
members, and staff  have an opportunity to provide input  on English learner services in 
the dist rict . 

The commit tee advises MCS?s governing board on the following topics: 

- developing the Dist rict  master plan for educat ional programs and services for ELs

- conduct ing a Dist rict -wide needs assessment on a school-by-school basis

- establishing Dist rict  goals and object ives for programs and services for ELs

- developing a plan to ensure compliance with applicable teacher and/ or teacher aide 
requirements 

- reviewing and comment ing on:

- the school dist rict  reclassif icat ion procedures 

- writ ten not if icat ions required to be sent  to parents and guardians 

- the development or annual update of the Local Control and Accountabili ty 
Plan (LCAP)
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