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 Fordyce Elementary School has noted the gap between our students with disabilities 
and students without disabilities. Our special education staff has changed yearly for the past 
three years, and this year, we had to reduce the number of special education teachers in the 
district, as well. Our new elementary resource teacher is a certified math teacher who is just 
now beginning her work to become a certified special education teacher. More students have 
now been moved to indirect support, due to the increase in achievement in the past year. 
Although we do not yet know what the ESSA Index Score will be for our subpopulation of 
special education students, we do know that we have changes being made in the curriculum 
and interventions plan and the following actions in our School Improvement Plan: 

• Special education students who qualify are part of Take Flight dyslexia interventions. 
• Special education students are part of the regular classroom for all but 25 minutes a 

day, four days a week, and a full day one day a week. 
• During the 2021-2022 school year, extra interventions beyond classroom and other 

interventions were provided for students in kindergarten and first grades who had older 
siblings in special education. 

• In all 3-6 math and literacy classrooms, certified teachers with breaks in their schedules 
beyond the 40 minutes of planning “push in” to the classroom to assist students either 
in special education or students who were struggling with the general education 
classroom. 

• Special education students attended intervention sessions with teachers and/or trained 
paraprofessionals when the students’ schedules allowed, and the extra intervention was 
warranted. 

• All special education teachers have been through training for the Science of Reading. 
• All special education teachers have the materials for the general education curriculum 

as well as the special education curriculum. Anchor charts, flashcards, and other 
reference materials are the same in both environments. 

• All literacy curriculum has been approved by Arkansas Department of Education. 
 
 


