
Hancock Place School District

Safe Return to In-Person Instruction  &
Continuity of Services Plan 2021-22 School Year

History

The Hancock Place School District developed and implemented an extremely successful return
to school plan immediately following the abrupt closure in March of 2020 and throughout the
2020 summer.  After a brief mandatory closure at the start of the 2020-21 school year, students in
the Hancock Place School District, starting with the elementary school, began to return to
in-person delivery, five days per week.  By October of 2020, all students from preschool to grade
12 had the opportunity to attend school in-person, five days per week.  Those students who were
not comfortable returning to in-person learning were also provided with both synchronous and
asynchronous at-home learning opportunities.  Those students whose families did not have
internet access were provided with complimentary “hot spots,” and all students were issued the
appropriate hardware (iPads or Chromebooks) to access their respective curricula.  Free
breakfast, lunch and afternoon meals were provided to the students daily.

Five day a week, in-person learning was made possible because of the strategic, proactive, and
relentless support of the Board of Education, administration, faculty, staff, and most importantly
the trust of our families and students.  Federal funding was allocated to purchase the specific
resources, to create the safest infrastructure, and to train staff in the strategies to best mitigate
virus exposure.

Mitigation measures in our schools have proven to be effective in curbing the spread of
COVID19.  As of November 2021, students ages 5 and above are eligible for vaccination, which
is clinically proven as an effective measure to prevent COVID19 and COVID19 hospitalizations.
As of January 2022, in light of the availability of vaccinations and the current low rates of
student and staff cases at Hancock Place, the District will implement metrics regarding the usage
of barrier face masks.

Action Plan for 2021-22

The goal of this year’s plan is to continue operating schools five days per week using an
in-person learning model.  The District will accomplish this goal by implementing the following
safe operation descriptors and procedures:
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Mitigation and Prevention Strategies

Universal and correct wearing of masks for students and employees: All faculty, staff, and
students may wear a mask while indoors or on buses.  Parents will provide their child(ren) with a
mask each day if they choose to wear one.

Parent visitors, outside organizations and other school guests: Parents/guardians, outside
organizations and visitors will be permitted in the buildings for various events and activities as
approved by school administration.  All mitigation measures outlined in this plan are to be
followed.  Parents/guardians who are checking students in late or checking out students early
will use the School Pass kiosk in the school vestibule.

Isolation of Students / Exclusion from School:
Students who have tested positive for COVID19 will not be permitted to attend school.  Students
must provide written verification to the District from a qualified physician or health department
that provides the date when the student can return to school.  If a positive test result is provided
to the school nurse, the District may determine the date of return based on isolation
recommendations from the St. Louis County Department of Public Health.

Quarantine of Students:
Local health authorities are authorized to issue verbal or written orders regarding circumstances
under which children can be excluded from school.  Hancock Place School District will follow
any directive from the St. Louis County Department of Public Health to exclude specific students
from school for the duration identified.

Metrics for Barrier Face Masks:

Use of face coverings has been a proven mitigation strategy throughout the pandemic, and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention continues to recommend masking for any individual
who is not fully vaccinated.  Hancock Place supports students, parents and visitors choosing to
wear a mask at any time while on campus.

Hancock Place will implement a mask-optional environment for staff and PreK-12 students no
earlier than January 18, 2022.  The District will only implement a mask optional environment
when the criteria below is met.

How it Will Work:

COVID-19 data will continue to be monitored for each school.  Masks will remain optional for
PreK-12 students if a school’s weekly percentage of individuals who test positive does not
exceed 4% of a school’s total student enrollment. This weekly percentage will be calculated
based on in-school exposures only.

Definitions:
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● “Positive case” is defined as an individual who tests positive for COVID-19 and has had
exposure to other individuals.

● “Quarantine” includes full quarantine (students must stay home), as directed by the St.
Louis County Department of Public Health.

Monitoring Metrics for Mask Optional Environment

The District will track the rates of positive cases on a daily basis and make masking decisions
based on each individual school’s data.  Each day the number of positive tests will be reviewed.
Within communities, the CDC criteria states that low is <5%; moderate is 5-7.9%; substantial is
8-9.9% and high is ≥10%.  As a school community, a mask optional environment at Hancock
Place will only be permitted when the school based positivity remains in the low range <5%.

If the percentage of positive cases who have in-school exposure is greater than 4% of a school’s
total student enrollment, barrier face masks will be required at school for at least two weeks.  In
addition, to resume mask-optional status, a school’s weekly percentage of positive cases who
have in-school exposure must be equal to or less than 2%.

As of Monday, February, 28th, 2022 students are no longer required to wear face coverings on
the school bus, as previously required by federal mandate.  Students may wear a face covering on
the bus, if they choose to do so.

School and Staff Enrollment By the Numbers:  Data as of December 1, 2021

School Students + Staff = 4% mask required = 2% mask optional

High School 406+ 58 =464 19 9

Middle School 324 + 43 =367 15 7

Elementary 552 + 93 =645 26 13

Preschool 98 + 20 =118 5 2

District 1380 + 214 =1594 64 32

PLEASE NOTE: In addition to the 4% building requirement, if the District reaches a 4%
cumulative total of positive cases, masking will be required.

Physical distancing (e.g., including use of cohorts/podding): Students should maintain 3-6
feet of social distancing at all times, to the extent possible.

Handwashing and respiratory etiquette: Routine hand washing will be supported and
encouraged by staff.  Students will be required to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before
eating, after eating, after restroom usage, before any group activities and before boarding school
buses.

Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation: Hancock
Place School buildings will be sanitized frequently.  All Hancock Place schools have installed
new GPS air ionization systems for improved air quality.
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Procedures when students are ill or not feeling well to attend school: Parents/Guardians should
refer to the student health checklist and keep their child home when ill.  School nurses will send
students home if they are ill and, in certain circumstances, may require students to provide a
negative COVID19 test before returning.

The COVID-19 signs and symptoms that should be monitored include:

● fever/chills
● cough
● shortness of breath/difficulty breathing
● loss of taste or smell
● headache
● congestion/runny nose
● sore throat
● nausea/vomiting
● diarrhea
● fatigue or muscle/body aches

Diagnostic and screening testing: The Hancock Place School District does not require a
screening survey or temperature check to enter the buildings.

Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible: The
Hancock Place School District has had its own medical clinic for over twenty years.  The district
plans to continue its efforts to provide vaccinations to the community by offering its facilities
whent the St. The Louis County Health Department or  IFM Community Medicine requests to
conduct additional vaccination efforts for the community.

Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and
safety policies: All students, whether disabled or nondisabled, have had and will continue to
have the same level of safety and precautionary efforts taken when students return to school this
fall. All students with Individualized Education Plans will have it noted in their IEPs how the
student will access their services and supports on days when their school is utilizing alternative
methods of instruction. This will include the student’s method of participation, technology needs,
instructional materials, instructional supports available in the home, how communication
between the family and school/IEP team will occur and any accommodations/modifications that
will be needed based on the type of instruction that will be provided.
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Continuity of Services

Hancock Place School District students have had access to fully in-person learning, five days per
week since the early fall of 2020.  During the 2021-22 school year, should there be any
interruptions of in-person learning, the District will provide for the academic needs for students
in the following manner:

● Hardware:  all Hancock Place students are issued a Chromebook.  These devices will be
used throughout any unexpected closure to access all learning materials.

● Internet Access: all Hancock Place students who do not have access at home have
already been given or will receive a HotSpot device free of charge for internet access.

● Learning Management System: All students in K-1 will use the SeeSaw platform for
lesson delivery and communication between school and home.  All students in grades 2
to 12 will use the Canvas learning management system for lesson delivery and
communication between school and home.

● Software Applications: all Hancock Place students will have access to any necessary
applications a teacher would use in his or her classroom.  Teachers may also use the
Zoom platform for classroom discussions, meetings, etc.

● Single Sign On: All Hancock Place students will utilize Classlink as their single sign on
for all district supported computer programs.

This pandemic has caused stress on staff and students. From prolonged absences to fear of the
unknown to deaths related to COVID-19, there have been a variety of stressors on our school
community.  The Hancock Place School District will provide for the social, emotional, and
mental health needs of students and staff both during in person and if there is an interruption to
in person learning in the following manner:

● The Director of Guidance and Community Outreach has trained guidance counselors on
psychological first aid and provided staff with contact information and psychological
“first aid” bags at the start of the school year.

● The District Director of Guidance and Community Outreach and her team will partner
with administration, School Resource Officer, and pertinent staff members to contact
students who do not return to school with wellness check ins, home visits, phone
contacts, or whatever means necessary to check the wellbeing of the student.

● The District will consider possible academic accommodations such as decreasing the
high percentage of state assessment scores for semester grades as necessary depending on
a possible interruption of in person learning.

● The District will adopt an approach of universal services for mental health support for all
students and staff to include meeting with new teachers during new teacher orientation,
meeting with all staff during the welcome back orientation days, and communicating the
importance of taking care of yourself as an educator or other staff member.  Pertinent
contact information will be provided to all students and staff to reach out in the case of a
psychological emergency.
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The Hancock Place School District provides free breakfast and lunch to all students as part of the
School Nutrition Program.  Within this program, the District qualifies for the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP) that allows the District to provide free breakfast and lunch to all
students without having to complete applications.  In partnership with Chartwells Food Service,
the district will continue to provide free breakfast and lunch services throughout any unexpected
closures by implementing the following measures:

● Breakfast and lunch pick up location sites have been established throughout the district to
allow for easy access to all patrons regardless of where they live within the district.

● Volunteers and Chartwell employees will assist in the distribution of meals throughout
the unexpected closure time.

● Meals will be provided for all seven days of the week (breakfast and lunch).

The Hancock Place School District has provided free medical services to all individuals living in
the 63125 zip code for over 20 years.  The Hancock Place Medical Clinic continues to provide
these free services, and will do so throughout an unexpected closure as well.

Periodic Review & Revision

Modifications to this plan will be made in a timely and reasonable manner when necessary.  The
plan must be reviewed and revised if needed at least every six months in accordance with Federal
Guidelines.  Updates may be provided to the community via letters, email, social media and
public Board of Education meetings throughout the school year.

Understandable Language

A language translator is currently present on the district website to which the SRCSP is posted.
If there is a language not available on the list, the school district will make every effort to have
the content of the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan translated
into an understandable language for families wishing to access the content.
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