
                February 2019—March 2019    

Mrs. Kinning & 

Mrs. Bargholz’s 

kindergarten 

class celebrated 

the 100th Day 

of School on 

January 21st 

by dressing as 

100 year old     

kindergartners.   

Ms Bessmer & 

Ms. Wolfgram’s  

1st grade class 

celebrated the 

101st Day of 

School on  

January 22nd 

by dressing as 

101 Dalmatians. 
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Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

January 22, 2019 
 
Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 
 
 The second semester of the 2018-19 school year is off to a great start!   That said, this is about the 
time of year when winter takes its grip on us and things start to drag a little.  It's cold outside, snow is on the 
ground, the sun rises late and sets early, etc. While that is the case, this is a vital part of the school year for 
students and teachers.  Significant strides can be made about this time of the school year. It is perfect timing 
for learning and achievement growth too, because the State assessment window is right around the cor-
ner.  Anything that can be done to keep everyone focused is very important. To make that happen, we will all 
need to work together, and I think we definitely can and will! 
 
 In this newsletter article, I wanted to take the opportunity to reflect on the positive energy that sur-
rounded the start of the school year.  If you donít remember, PPSís theme to begin the 18-19 school year 
centered around the ì Kind is the New Coolî  theme. This theme meant a lot to PPS staff members, and the 
goal was to help students, parents, family members, and all district patrons understand the power of being 
kind.  I think this school year has been positively impacted by this theme / focus. In an effort to keep the mo-
mentum of this powerful theme moving forward, I wanted to remind everyone of it now. Hopefully you can 
think back to the start of the year and remember the efforts made to bring this theme to life.  I know I can! 
 
 I also wanted to talk about why this theme is so important.  One of the most important things PPS can 
do as a school district is help each and every student learn, achieve, and grow academically as much as pos-
sible.  We constantly work to determine the academic abilities of students through assessment. Once we have 
those assessment data, we work even hard to expand and broaden what students can do academically.  When 
a student scores a 220 on a MAP Math assessment, we work with that student to score higher the next time 
he/she takes a MAP Math assessment. This happens in many different ways throughout the course of the 
school year, but the intent is always the same.  We want each and every student to grow as much as possible. 
Furthermore, we work very hard (as do students, their parents, and their family members) to make that hap-
pen. I believe that is one of the reasons why PPS is such a high quality school district. It is one of the reasons 
why in late December of 2018, PPS received the highest possible rating from the Nebraska Department of 
Education (NDE) along with only 27 other school districts.  PPS has a thirst for learning and academic 
growth. 
 
 All of that said, one of the other most important things we can do is help students learn how to be the 
best possible people they can be.  That is why I wanted to remind everyone of the theme for the 2018-19 
school year. Being a good student is more than just learning and academic growth.  Good students work their 
tails off to achieve at the highest level they can. They also know how to be good people. This component is 
one that is occasionally overlooked, and I wanted to take this opportunity to remind everyone of that con-
cept.  Learning how to be a good person is important to PPS staff members, and we strive to help students 
learn that concept. The great news is, I feel like parents and family members in this school district also strive 
to do everything they can to help PPS kids be good people.  The theme ì Kind is the New Coolî  is one pow-
erful concept to help us all remember how to be good people. 
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Superintendent 

I feel the need to mention one item as I write this Newsletter article.  There is no hidden agenda behind 
this message. Things truly are going very well at PPS.  The reason I mention this concept is because I am try-
ing to think of a new way to help PPS make a strong push through this very important but difficult part of the 
school year.  We have always had a strong focus on academics and learning. That is why we are a great school 
district. If we can keep that focus strong and throw this concept into the forefronts of our minds, I think we 
will look back at the 18-19 school year as the best one yet.  I also just think it is important to remind ourselves 
of the importance of always striving to be a good person and helping other do the same. Your efforts in helping 
make this a focus is greatly appreciated, and I look forward to seeing the impact it will have! 

 
 I have one more item to mention.  I eluded to PPS receiving the highest possible rating from the 
NDE.  In late December, NDE released what they refer to as AQuESTT ratings.  AQuESTT stands for Ac-
countability for a Quality Education System, Today and Tomorrow.  These ratings are based on many things, 
most importantly, student test scores. Other things such as graduation rates, attendance rates, participation in 
state assessment rates, student growth on state assessments, and more are considered in the rating.  Like I said 
though, student performance is the factor that is weighted the most. When the ratings were released, I was 
thrilled to see that PPS was 1 of 28 Nebraska districts that received the highest possible rating. Keep in mind 
there are about 270 school districts in Nebraska.  To be 1 of the 28 to receive the highest possible rating is a 
testament to the strength of this school district, its students, staff members, parents, family members, and dis-
trict patrons. I am always proud to be a Pendragon, and I often say or write that Itís a Great Day to be a Pen-
dragon.  This rating was something that only enhanced those feelings, and I hope it does the same for everyone 
who takes the time to read this message. This rating is well deserved, and I would like to thank everyone in-
volved for their efforts to make it happen! 
 
 As always, feel free to contact me with questions, comments, or concerns.  I am always happy to speak 
with PPS patrons. I can be reached via phone at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 2310, email at jadol-
li1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 

 
 
 Itís a Great Day to be a Pendragon!!! 

 
 
 Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 
 



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Hello Pendragons! I am hoping this letter finds you happy and healthy as we move through the last 
couple months of winter! As we enter February our Winter sports seasons are winding down with 
District and State competitions upon us. Please make sure and view our activities calendar for the 
list of events going forward.  

Once again we are putting together the schedule for the 2019-2020 school year. Mr. Nixon and I 
have worked hard to get a schedule put together for all students to be successful. One thing to look 
forward to this time of year is meeting with the students to see what their interests are for next 
school year. Mr. Nixon will begin meeting with the older students soon to put together their 19-20 
schedules. We invite any parents who are interested in seeing what their kids schedules will look 
like to stop in and talk during Parent Teacher conferences. 

Speaking of P/T conferences, they will take place on Wednesday, February 27, from 3:00-9:00PM. 
All parents are invited to stop in and talk to teachers about any concerns or questions they may have 
regarding their childís grades. We are hoping to have a few other events at P/T conferences this year 
but will get more information out on that as we get closer to the date. Please remember that Spring 
PT conferences are equally as important as fall and we want to see parents there!  

Winter MAP testing will begin for students in grades 7-10 during the week of February, 11! In the 
Secondary Measurements of Academic Progress (MAP) tests are taken in the fall and late winter. 
Teachers use these to help them guide students in curriculum and to get them ready for our stateís 
NSCAS tests and the Pre-ACT and ACT for our Sophomores and Juniors. Pre-ACT and ACT will 
take place in April, as it did last year but we are also continuously preparing students for that as 
well.  

As always, please make sure and check the school calendar for all other activities. There are a multi-
tude of events coming up as your Pendragons participate in winter activities. I look forward to see-
ing you all out and about as the snow melts and we head towards our spring events.  

Take care and see you soon! 

 

Eric Miller 

7-12 Principal 



 
Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 

Hello Pendragon Families! 

I hope 2019 is off to a fantastic start for you and your family! The New Year has certainly been good to us! 
We are all actively preparing for some important things that will be taking place in the next couple months 
here at PES. 

MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing has begun and will continue through the end of January. All stu-
dents K-6 participate in MAP testing. K-1 students take a reading & math test. 2nd-6th grade students take read-
ing, math and language tests, 3rd-6th grade students add Science as well. MAP tests are designed to give teach-
ers information that in turn can be used to change/individualize instruction for maximum student progress. 
MAP testing is also great practice for upcoming NSCAS tests as well as a predictor of NSCAS success. 

NSCAS testing (formerly known as NeSA testing) is one of the most important things we prepare for each year. 
ELA, Math and Science tests (for 3rd-6th graders) will be taken during the window of March 18 ñ May 3. 
The results of these Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System Tests (NSCAS) are the yardstick by 
which every school district in the state is measured, so we take these tests very seriously. 

You can help us prepare your child for a positive testing experience by assuring he/she is well rested. Help-
ing them make good choices nutritionally is also important so their minds and bodies are fueled and ready. 
Remind your children testing is an opportunity to showcase how hard they have worked and how much they 
have learned. Please look for more information regarding specific NSCAS test dates to come home in Thurs-
day Folders in the near future. If you have any questions regarding NSCAS/MAP testing please feel free to 
give me a call. 

We have some wonderful opportunities coming up here at school that will allow time for parents to join stu-
dent in some educational fun! The Spelling Bee, Read Across America Day, Science Night and our NSCAS 
recognition assembly are right around the corner. Preschool registration night and Kindergarten Round-Up will 
be here before you know it as well! Please look for information specific to those events in Thursday folders. 

Finally, we are looking for a few folks to share their skills and talents with our students. We are in need of 
volunteers to help with reading and math interventions. Additional mentors are also being sought for the Pender 
Teammates Chapter. 

Donations for the Backpack Food Program continue to be accepted as well. I hope you consider spending 
some time with us! Please contact the school if you are interested in any of these opportunities or you have 
any questions. Thank you for all you do to support Pender Public Schools!  

Itís a GREAT day to be a Pendragon! 

 

Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal/Special Education Director  

Pender Public Schools 



Greetings to all!  With first semester completed and the beginning of the second I am looking forward to the seniorís 
class final push toward graduation.  I am expecting that the students (and parents) are starting to realize that this year has 
been flying by and graduation is just around the corner.  Some students may feel that they are falling behind in their col-
lege preparations and getting nervous about completing scholarship applications.  I would like to take this time to hope-
fully ease some of the stress by letting everyone know that communication with me will always be open for any ques-
tions and assistance in the college preparation process. I have made many connections with other people and counselors 
since arriving at Pender that are also willing to assist any student pursue their dreams. I believe that the entire staff, the 
administration, and the school board have all had a part in creating an atmosphere that will help every student make a 
smooth transition to whatever their steps after high school are.  Itís a great day to be a Pendragon! 

Seniors, complete your FAFSA 

If you havenít already, complete your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Need help? Use our free 
FAFSA Tools or call us to make an appointment for free help: Omaha - 888.357.6300; Lincoln - 800.303.3745;       
Kearney - 800.666.3721; or Scottsbluff - 800.303.3745, ext. 6654. 

Juniors, prepare for the ACT 

All Nebraska high school juniors will take the ACT Test this spring. Students began test prep this week in their Math 
classes and will prepare for the English and Science sections beginning in February. The juniors will also complete prac-
tice tests for each section individual as well as a full practice ACT test prior to the test date on April 2. 

Search for scholarships 

Use the free ScholarshipQuest tool on the EducationQuest website to find Nebraska-based awards. Youíll also find links 
to national scholarship sites. 

Update your Activities Resume 

The free Activities Resume also on the EducationQuest website is an easy way to track your extracurricular activities, 
accomplishments, volunteer work, and part-time jobs. The information is then readily available when you apply for 
scholarships and employment. 

Volunteer 

In addition to giving back to your community, your volunteer work can lead to scholarship opportunities. Make sure you 
track your involvement on your Activities Resume. 

 
January ì To Doî  List 
Seniors:       
__ If you havenít already, complete the FAFSA.  
__ Apply for scholarships; see ScholarshipQuest for Nebraska-based awards. 
__ Update your Activities Resume. 
Juniors: 
__ Update your Activities Resume. 
__ Register by January 11 for the February 9 ACT.  
 



The Book Fair will be set up in the elementary library during  
parent-teacher conferences on  

Wednesday, February 27th  
from 3—9 pm.  

Children must be accompanied  
by an adult.  Books make great Valentine gifts and Easter gifts!            

Come shop during conferences! 

 

 
WHEN:  Wednesday, February 27th 

 
TIME:  3 pm to 9 pm 

 
WHERE:  Pender Public Schools 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Wednesday, February 27th 3:00 to 9:00  

 

 

Saturday, April 13th  

Prom 2019 



The point of a science fair is to give students a chance to explore on their own.  Their science project represents their creative   

solution to a question or a problem.  They will be planning, carrying out, and presenting their scientific experiment.   

Phase Miss Meier’s Due Dates 

Phase 1:  Find a Question Friday, January 18, 2019 

Phase 2:  Background Research Paper TBD-Mrs. Cameron/Mr. Haymart 

Phase 3:  Plan and Do the Experiment •Plan due by February 14, 2019 

•Experiment done by March 1, 2019 

Phase 4:  Analyze Data and Make a Conclusion Thursday, March 7, 2019 

Phase 5:  Final Science Fair Report & Board Tuesday, March 15, 2019 

Judging-during school Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Pender Family Science Night-Required! Tuesday, March 19, 2019 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
Monday, April 15th 

9:00-11:00 a.m.  
and  

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

 

Preschool Registration 

Monday, April 15th 

5:30 p.m. 
Information regarding both of these events will be mailed soon. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Chicken Strips 

Cheesy Hash Browns 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

4 

French Toast 

Mini Corn Dogs 

Curly Q’s 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 

5 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Chicken Patty 

Green Beans 

Pears 

6 

Coffee Cake 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Mandarin Oranges  

7 

Pancake/Sausage 

Tavern 

French Fries 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

8 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Applesauce 

Garlic Bread 

11 

Scrambled Eggs 

Crispito 

Spanish Rice 

Pineapple 

Brownie 

12 

Breakfast Pizza 

Pizza 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

13 

Cereal 

Goulash 

California Blend 

Pears 

Bun 

14 

Breakfast Stick 

Cheeseburger 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

15 

NO 
SCHOOL 

18 

Breakfast Burrito 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Peaches 

19 

Dutch Waffle 

Chili 

Cinnamon Roll 

Applesauce 

20 

Donut 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Pineapple 

Bun 

 

21 

Breakfast Bites 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

Curly Q’s 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

22 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Grilled Chicken 

Tater Tots 

California Blend 

 

25 

Cereal 

Grilled Cheese 

Broccoli 

Mandarin Oranges 

Breadstick 

 

26 

Breakfast Stick 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

Cookie 

27 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Peas 

Applesauce 

28 

Turnover 

Saucy Sub 

Green Beans 

Pineapple 

Ice Cream 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

4 

French Toast 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy Hash browns 

Broccoli 

Pears 

5 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Chicken Patty 

Tater Tots 

California Blend 

Mandarin Oranges 

6 

Coffee Cake 

Tuna & Noodles 

Peas 

Peaches 

Bun 

7 

Pancake/Sausage 

Tavern 

French Fries 

Green Beans 

Applesauce 

8 

NO 
SCHOOL 

11 

Scrambled Eggs 

Mini Corn Dog 

Curly Q’s 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

12 

Breakfast Pizza 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit Cocktail 

13 

Muffin 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Pears 

14 

Breakfast Stick 

Chicken Noodle Soup 

Cinnamon Roll 

Mandarin Oranges 

15 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Peaches 

Garlic Bread 

18 

Breakfast Burrito 

Cheeseburger 

Potato Wedges 

Corn 

Fruit Fluff 

19 

Dutch Waffle 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

French Fries 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

20 

Donut 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 

Bun 

21 

Breakfast Bites 

Saucy Sub 

Green Beans 

Pears 

Cookie 

22 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Fish Sticks 

Corn Casserole 

Mandarin Oranges 

25 

French Toast 

BBQ Rib 

Curly Q’s 

Corn 

Peaches 

 

26 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Applesauce 

Bread Stick 

27 

Coffee Cake 

Goulash 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

Bun 

28 

Pancake/Sausage 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit Cocktail 

Ice Cream 

29 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Pizza 

Green Bean Casserole 

Pears 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 
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How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school     
office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we collect 

back to Pender Public School. 


