
Thank you to all the volunteer parents,  
grandparents, PTA’s, District 158 teaching 
and support staff  and community organiza-
tions for your hard work and commitment in 
making our school district a place where 
children are valued and supported. 

I am pleased to welcome our newly elected 
Board Members Mrs. Mary Kelly and Mr. 
Philip Schumaker along with re-elected 
Board Secretary, Mr. Robert Bonifazi.  They 
were elected/re-elected to serve four year 
terms. 

I am excited about the 2015-2016 school 
year as the District’s administrative team 
anticipates the new Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) program at 
Memorial Junior High School.  We are for-
tunate to be able to offer this challenging 
and engaging program to all of our Memori-
al students.   Funding for this program is 
made possible through the re-purposing of 
Title I federal dollars.   

A new Pre-Kindergarten classroom for 4 
year olds will be opening at Lester Crawl 
Primary Center for the 2015-16 school year.  
Funding for this program is through the 
State of Illinois Preschool Development 
Grant that our District was awarded through 
a competitive process.  Please be sure to 
read more about these two initiatives inside 
our newsletter. 

With the completion of the renovation/
expansion projects for Memorial, Oak Glen 
and Reavis Schools, our District is looking 
to update our strategic plan to guide the  
District as it considers the future needs of 
our District.  Board Secretary, Robert Boni-
fazi will serve as chair of the Lansing 
School District 158 Strategic Planning Com-
mittee.   
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2015-16 

TECHNOLOGY FEES 

Grades K-8 

$30.00 per student 

Three or more children 

$75.00 cap 

 

REGISTRATION  

SPECIAL! 

AUGUST 4, 5, AND 6, 

2015 

$15.00 per student 

Three or more children 

$40.00 cap 

The Planning Committee will be seeking input 
from parents, students, district staff and commu-
nity stakeholders.  Please refer to Mr. Bonifazi’s 
comments inside the newsletter. 

Registration dates and information for the up-
coming school year have been mailed to all Dis-
trict families.  Please be sure to check our web-
site at www.d158.net for the revised attendance 
area boundary map for returning elementary stu-
dents.  Also, take advantage of the technology 
fee special rate available during the August reg-
istration dates.   

I wish to express my sincerest thanks to the 
many wonderful staff members who retired this 
summer.  Their commitment to education was 
demonstrated each day as they served to meet 
the needs of their students.  I also want to wel-
come the many new staff members who will 
continue our tradition of “Putting the Children 
First”!    

Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Pamela Hodg-
son as Principal of Coolidge 
School.  Mrs. Hodgson 
comes to District 158 with 
over 11 years of administra-
tive experience and is com-
mitted to creating a positive 
and effective learning envi-
ronment for all students and 
their families.   

Lansing School District 158 will continue to 
work in partnership with the Village, Park Dis-
trict, Library, Chamber of Commerce, Police, 
Fire, and community organizations so that to-
gether we provide the best educational opportu-
nities for all our children.  

 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Cecilia Heiberger 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 



4 Year Old Pre-K Classroom at Lester Crawl  
 

Excitement is building as Lester Crawl Primary Center is set to 
open its new 4 Year 
Old Pre-
Kindergarten class-
room in August, 
2015.  Ms. Linda 
Ehlebracht, Assis-
tant Principal at 
Lester Crawl was 
instrumental in se-
curing a State of Illi-
nois Preschool Development Grant.  Our District was awarded 
$825,000 over a four year period to fund this new classroom.  
The class will serve twenty 4 year olds in a full day preschool 
program. Students must turn four by September 1, 2015 and 
meet other eligibility requirements.  Please contact Lester 
Crawl School at 474-4868 for more information regarding this 
program. 
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S.T.E.M. Learning at Memorial 
Junior High School  

 

Mrs. Shirley Bragg 
Director of Curriculum and Assessment 

 
Memorial Junior High School will 
be implementing over a three year 

period, a Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) program beginning in August, 
2015.  Two teachers have received training this 
summer in Design and Modeling (DM) so that all 
6th, 7th, and 8th grade students would be exposed 
to STEM based learning through their Encore 
class.  In 2016 the STEM program will expand to 
include Automation and Robotics (AR) to be 
taught to 7th and 8th graders.  In 2017 a new spe-
cialization STEM unit will be provided to 8th 
grade  students.  Training is provided by Project 
Lead the Way (PLTW) through the University of 
Illinois at Chicago.  Funding for this program will 
come from re-purposed Title I federal dollars as 
we are no longer required to set aside funds for  
Supplemental Educational Services. The STEM 
program will replace Mission Math and Strategic 
Skills for Language Arts Encore classes.  Memori-
al students receive a block of English Language 
Arts which eliminates the need for the skills class 
in Language Arts. 
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Lansing Elementary School District 158 

B O A R D   O F   E D U C A T I O N 

Reavis Elementary School 
Girls on the Run 

The Reavis "Girls on the Run" 
team completed their 5k race in 
the pouring rain Sunday, June 
7th at the Joliet Motor Speed-
way.  Students, parents, and staff 
ran together at the event which 
hosted over 80 schools from  
the Chicago area.  

“Knowing is not enough; we 

must apply.  Willing is not 

enough; we must do. ”   

- Goethe 
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“Our best teachers do more than impart facts and figures — they inspire and encourage students and instill a true desire to 
learn.  That is a fine art in itself.”  - Sonny Perdue 

THANK YOU DISTRICT 158 RETIREES!  

 
Judith Caddick, Memorial Junior High School, 
Mathematics Teacher, 24 years of service    
Mrs. Caddick has previously served as the Mathe-
matics Department Chair and Team Leader.  Over 
the years, Mrs. Caddick has gone above and beyond 
to help her students be successful in their study of 
math and achieve high standards.  In retirement Mrs. 
Caddick plans to focus on spending more time with 
her grandchildren. 

Cynthia Czapla, Memorial Junior High  School, 
Language Arts Teacher, 14 years of service  
Mrs. Czapla has served as Team Leader and has been 
a great support to her fellow faculty members. Mrs. 
Czapla has served as a mentor to many during her 
teaching career.  In retirement Mrs. Czapla plans to 
enjoy her time with family and friends. 

Kathleen Madgiak, Elementary School Physical 
Education, Music and Art Teacher, 20 years of service     
Mrs. Madgiak served as a kindergarten teacher for 17 
years in the district before moving to a specials art, 
music, PE teacher position.  Mrs. Madgiak was often 
referred to as “Mrs. Magic” by her young students.  
Mrs. Madgiak plans to spend time with her family. 
 

Judith Wohadlo, Coolidge School Paraprofes-
sional,  3 years of service  
Mrs. Wohadlo enjoyed working with the primary age stu-
dents  and their families.  She came to District 158 after 
having served as an educator at St. Ann School for many 
years. 
 

Patricia Jongsma, Memorial Junior High School  
Secretary, 30 years of service   
Mrs. Jongsma has been a great asset to the students, 
families, and staff of Memorial Junior High as the 
Building Secretary.  Mrs.  Jongsma was a resident of 
Lansing for many years and would often share her 
knowledge of the community and school history.  In 
retirement Mrs. Jongsma plans to vacation and spend 
time with her family.    

We are a better district because we were fortunate to 
have all of the above staff members serve with us in 

meeting the needs of all of our students within their var-
ying capacities.  We wish our teachers and staff mem-

bers a wonderful and healthy retirement! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ELEMENTARY         

SUMMER LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 2015 

 
The summer learning oppor-
tunities provided integrated 
units of study focused on 

student needs based on the data provided through the 
STAR Reading and STAR Math assessments.  Ele-
mentary students were engaged in reading, math, sci-
ence, and social studies from kindergarten through 
fifth grade.  Several units of study included poetry, 
developing story writing skills, animal research pro-
jects, creating “selfies” with character traits; all 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  Stu-
dents were also offered enrichment opportunities that 
included Time Travelers, Travel Around the World, 
and Intramurals. 
 
 

 

Summer Professional Development  
      
District 158 teach-
ers and paraprofes-
sionals attend pro-
fessional develop-
ment in June, July 
and August. K-5 
teachers participat-
ed in the Everyday 
Mathematics curric-
ulum update training held at Reavis School (photo).  
Other offerings include CPI training that includes 
addressing bullying, Literacy Retreat, Transitioning 
to the National Science Standards, Renaissance 
Learning Accelerated Reading 360, Fountas & Pin-
nell Leveled Literacy Intervention System, Flipped 
Learning and CRISS training for new staff mem-
bers. 



 

District 158 Strategic Planning Committee 

 
The Board of Education recognizes that every suc-
cessful business or organization must, on an ongoing 
basis, evaluate its needs and objectives.  Lansing 

School District 158 has continuously worked towards the goal of reno-
vating and upgrading all schools.  In addition, focusing on the structural 
and technology needs of a modern school environment.  With most of 
those goals having been completed, the Board will be reassessing its 
current environment and focusing on the District's long term strategic 
needs and goals. The Board of Education is committed in engaging its 
community stakeholders.  Beginning Fall 2015  a collaborative and in-
teractive discussion will take place to lay the foundation of the educa-
tional needs of our students and further the vision of the District for the 
next five to ten years.  As the Chairman of the Strategic Planning Com-
mittee I look forward to serving the community as we work to continue 
“Putting the Children First”.   
 

2015-2016 

Registration 

 
Elementary Schools and  

Memorial Junior High School 
 

All registration will take place 
at Memorial Junior  

High School  
2721 Ridge Road, Lansing, IL 

 
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 
 

August 4, 2015  
Early Childhood, PreK, K-2, 

 Grade 6  
 

August 5, 2015 
All ECHO Students, 

Grades 3-5, 
Grade 7 

 

August 6, 2015 
New Students,  Make Ups, 

Grade 8 
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18300 Greenbay Avenue 

Lansing, Illinois 60438 

Phone: 708-474-6700 

Fax: 708-474-9976 

Web Site:  www.d158.net 

Lansing Elementary School  

District 158 

 
Memorial Junior 

High School 
 
 

Summer Learning Opportunities 2015 
Students attending Memorial’s summer school remedial program 
worked on English Language Arts and Mathematics skills integrated 
within a unit of study.  Their culminating activity included a field trip, 
June 29, 2015 to the University of Illinois at Chicago to experience the 
importance of becoming college and career ready.    

 


