
I am proud to announce that the final phase of the 

Reavis Renovation/Expansion Project was completed 

as scheduled and celebrated at our ribbon cutting cere-

mony held Thursday, January 22, 2015.  The 70,000 

square foot facility includes a new main entry and prin-

cipal office, conference space, 18 classrooms, one flex 

classroom to host enrichment and band activities, ESL classroom, speech classroom, PT/

OT room, library with netbook lab, a gymnasium and stage, and teachers’ planning center.  

Existing spaces that were remodeled include an art/music classroom, and the former gym 

now doubles as a multi-purpose room with lunch tables that fold into the wall and serves 

as the cafeteria with kitchen. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony hosted   

Reavis students and their families 

along with the Board of Education, 

district administration, and Village 

dignitaries.   

The renovation/expansion of Reavis 

School addresses the educational 

needs of our students, life safety 

upgrades, student capacity, aging 

infrastructure, and site circulation.  

Our one-to-one computing initia-

tive is fully supported as a result of 

our renovation/expansion project.  

The completion of this project 

along with Memorial Junior High 

School and Oak Glen School adds to the beauty and stability of the Lansing community 

while providing the very best education delivered by a dedicated highly qualified staff.  

Lansing is a community that values education and its children.  District 158 is committed 

to upholding these community values and is proud to provide quality schools focused on 

student achievement while providing a wide variety of programs including extracurricular 

activities and the fine arts in support of our belief in “Putting the Children First!” 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Cecilia Heiberger 
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“How wonderful it is 

that nobody need 

wait a single moment 

before starting to 

improve the world.” 

Anne Frank 



 

 

 

 

 

This year marked the 56th Annual Lansing Area Science Fair, held at Memorial 

Junior High School on February 21, 2015.  This is the only area fair of its kind in 

the State of Illinois!  Participating schools included Coolidge, Oak Glen, Reavis, 

Lansing Christian, St. Ann, Heritage Middle School and Memorial Junior High.  

There were 75 projects on display from the various participating schools, represent-

ing grades K-8.  The projects included investigations from a broad range of catego-

ries within the field of science.  Each project underwent one round of judging, with those projects scoring at or 

above a 93 undergoing a second round of evaluations.  Final judges consisted primarily of returning veteran judg-

ing teams specializing in a specific branch of science.  Final judges were also tasked with making the determina-

tion of what projects were deemed “Best of Fair.”  Students who participated received a certificate and ribbon.  

Those students who received the “Best of Fair” received a plaque 

commemorating their achievement.  This fair represents a culmina-

tion for District 158  elementary students who participated in their 

local fair on February 7 and whose science projects were judged as 

outstanding and/or first place.   Memorial students in grades 7 and 8 

who participated in their local junior high fair on January 

31 and whose projects were judged as outstanding, quali-

fied for advancement to the Regional Science Fair held in 

Aurora, Illinois on March 14.  From there, top qualifiers 

have the opportunity to advance to the State Science Fair 

competition to be held in May at Southern Illinois Univer-

sity in Carbondale, Illinois.  We are proud of all our young 

people who took time out of their schedules to engage in 

some friendly science competition! 

 

T H E  C H A L K B O A R D  

2 

“ Knowing is not enough; we 

must apply.  Willing is not 

enough; we must do.”    

- Goethe 

 ROBERT WOOD 

President 

CHUCK TAYLOR 

Vice President 
ROBERT BONIFAZI 

Secretary 

ANTHONY ARENS JEFFRY KIESTER SUZANNE LONG BRIAN STEWART 

Lansing Elementary School District 158 

B O A R D   O F   E D U C A T I O N 

56th ANNUAL LANSING AREA SCIENCE FAIR  
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Preschool Development 

Grant Awarded to D158 

 

Lansing School District 158 

is proud to announce that 

Lester Crawl Primary Center 

was awarded the Preschool 

Development Grant through the State of Illinois be-

cause of the hard work put forth by Ms. Linda Ehle-

bracht, Assistant Principal, Lester Crawl Primary 

Center.  This highly competitive grant was the result 

of the State of Illinois receiving an $80 million feder-

al investment in early childhood education through 

the Preschool Development Grants competition.  

Lansing School District #158 was selected to be a 

partner in this grant and will receive $17,000 in 

FY15 to purchase necessary supplies and materials to 

add an additional preschool classroom.  The district 

will receive an additional $202,000 for each of the 

next four years to fund this program.   

 

     The class funded by this grant will serve 20 four-

year olds in a full day preschool program beginning 

in August 2015.  The students eligible for this pro-

gram must turn four by September 1, 2015, be below 

200% of the Federal Poverty Level, as well as meet 

other eligibility requirements.  This class will join 

our current Preschool for All classroom which serves 

three and four year old children in a half day program 

located at Lester Crawl School.  Please contact Lester 

Crawl School at 474-4868 for more information re-

garding this program. 

FAMILY LEARNING  

CELEBRATION! 

March 26, 2015 
      Please save the 

date to join us as we 

celebrate our students and their class-

room projects and performances in Early Childhood 

through grade eight.  

 

      We invite parents and all of the Lansing commu-

nity to celebrate with District 158 at Memorial Jun-

ior High School on March 26th from 6 pm – 8 pm.  

We will be hosting our Family Learning Celebra-

tion, where our students and staff actively share their 

excitement for learning. Come and see all of the 

great things our students are learning in Early Child-

hood through grade eight and view our dynamic 

learning facility at Memorial Junior High School, 

2721 Ridge Road, Lansing, Illinois 60438. 

Sixth Annual Roundball Classic 

 

The Lansing Round-

ball Classic was held 

at Memorial Junior 

High School, February 

12-14 with the cham-

pionship February 23, 

2015.  Fifth grade stu-

dents from six Lansing private and public  schools 

participated in the fundraising event. This communi-

ty-wide event is sponsored by Mrs. Sally Reynolds 

and Mr. Rick Seymour.  All proceeds benefit the Vil-

lage of Lansing char-

itable organizations.  

Thank you to every-

one who helped make 

this a very special 

annual fundraiser! 

 
  

PARCC ASSESSMENT  

MARCH 9-27 

     Partnership for Assessment of 

Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC) is the new state assessment 

and accountability measure for Illi-

nois students enrolled in a public 

school district, replacing the ISAT test.  The empha-

sis is on academic rigor, critical thinking, problem-

solving, and college and career readiness.  

 

     The PARCC assessments in English Language 

Arts and Mathematics will be administered to all Illi-

nois students in grades 3-12.  District 158 students 

have been taking online PARCC practice tests pro-

vided by the State to become acclimated to the new 

online technology features available. 

 

     The PARCC assessment will be administered in 

two components. The first component in March is the 

Performance Based Assessment (PBA) and requires 

that students demonstrate their knowledge and skills 

through extended tasks.  The End-of-Year (EOY) 

component will be in May and is shorter and ma-

chine-scored.  These are not two separate tests but 

two parts of one summative assessment and not in-

tended to measure the growth or academic progress 

gained from one component to the next.  Instead, 

growth can be measured when compared to prior 

years when other PARCC assessments become avail-

able.                                                 Continued page 4 



MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

EVENTS  

 

Greetings from the Memorial Junior High School 

Administrative Team!  As we move forward 

through the school year, we are excited to share 

with you the great happenings at Memorial in ad-

dition to our academics.  Our boys and girls vol-

leyball season is off to a great start.  On March 

25th Memorial will be hosting the Boys Volleyball Conference Tournament.  

Scholastic Bowl has also started its season.  It is great to see the sharp wit and 

knowledge of our Mustangs on display during the very intense matches.  

Scholastic Bowl will run through the month of April.  In the Spring we look 

forward to the start of our track and soccer seasons.  Tryouts for both teams 

will take place during the end of March.  Come support our brilliant young 

students in their varied activities!  

 

There is also a wonderful opportunity May 9th at 9 am to burn off a 

few calories and give back to the Lansing community by participating in our 

3rd Annual Mustang 5k Run/Walk.  Proceeds from this event will go to sup-

port our Lansing Food Pantry.  We have a lot of 

great things happening at Memorial.  We would 

love to see you at any of our exciting events so 

that we can show you the pride and joy of being 

a Memorial Mustang. 
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18300 Greenbay Avenue 

Lansing, Illinois 60438 

Phone: 708-474-6700 

Fax: 708-474-9976 

Web Site:  www.d158.net 

Lansing Elementary School  

District 158 

 

Summer Learning Opportunities Coming in 2015 
Watch for our new summer offerings in early May for both reme-

dial and enrichment classes that provide opportunities for our stu-

dents to explore theme-based learning focused on oceanography, 

meteorology, technology, history, music and more. 

Counter clockwise, bottom row: 
Dr. Keli Ross, Gary Wheaton, Semaj 

Coleman and Brock Casey 

           Continued from page 3      
 

District 158 has been 

making the transition to 

the Common Core State 

Standards since the re-

lease of the Standards in 

2010.  Students partici-

pate in a number of 

standardized tests as part 

of their educational ex-

perience.  The PARCC 

assessment will only be 

one piece of all of the 

data used to determine 

educational needs for our 

students. 

 

Please refer to individual 

District 158 school web-

sites for a complete 

schedule of the 

PARCC assessment 

testing  window(s). 
 

 


