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PROJECT-BASED LEARNING

Project Based Learning Explained

ost adults live in a world of projects — job assignments, home improvements, planning a
special event, etc. To successfully complete those projects, they need to actively solve problems,
find solutions, organize, research options, create materials, request feedback and present their
project.
When teachers use Project Based Learning (PBL) in the classroom, they are putting students on a
path that deepens their knowledge of a subject and builds skills that they will need in the future,
such as critical thinking, collaboration and communication. PBL is student-driven and in-depth.
Students are the ones asking the questions, researching the answers, collaborating with others,
giving feedback and deciding the best way to communicate what they have learned to others in
the school or community.
Research studies show evidence of the impact of Project Based Learning on student learning in
core subject areas. Additional information about these research studies can be found on the
following website: http://bie.org/object/document/pbl_evidence_matters.
Students in Grade 5 and Kindergarten kicked-off a buddy
project in early January. Because kindergarteners are too
young to complete the research part of their Animals Around
the World project without help, MGS 5th grade students are
going to help them with the reading, writing and research process. On the day kindergarten students were introduced to
their 5th grade buddy, the 5th graders brought books and read
aloud to them. In the upcoming
weeks, they will help their buddy
select an animal and begin the
research process.

IT’s a
Project-Based
World

Third grade continues to work on their
Ag Heroes PBL. With the help of Clara
Mull and the Farm Bureau, they invited
women in agriculture to come talk with
the students about their own careers in
agriculture. They will have speakers three different weeks
throughout January and February. After each speaker visits, students will write reflections about the presentation.
On February 1st, third graders and staff will travel to
Smoky Hill Museum in Salina for the Kansas Day celebration. While there, they will look at the history of Kansas
while touring a replica dugout, playing games that pioneer
children played, grinding corn, packing a wagon for a trip
west to Kansas, and learning how to churn butter. Once
again, students will write a reflection following their trip to
the museum.
The PBL Ag Hero project will conclude with lessons on
Kansas products. They will each research a product made
in Kansas and then write a report and present it orally to
classmates and students in other grades.

On Friday, January 18th, staff from the Cosmosphere visited MGS once again, this time to
present a program titled The Solar System and
Beyond. In addition to the fourth grade, they visited the second
grade classrooms to deliver the Solar System presentation.
Fourth Grade students also
had the opportunity to
create Solar System
Bracelets which will help
them remember the order
of the planets.
February 5th will be the
kick-off for the new PBL
project for fourth grade
students. Students and
staff will be visiting the Agronomy department at KSU to
begin their Soybean project.

Second grade students at MGS are
working on their Bremen Town performance while learning the essential
skill of understanding “When do we
work together and when do we work
alone?” This PBL is literacy based, with an emphasis on
speaking and listening as well as the teamwork element.
All students will have a part in the play, and they will also
create their own set and choose their own props.
For their kick-off event, Rachel (Prochaska) Downs is going to visit the second grade classes and share what it’s
like to work in the theater. Rachel is a set designer and
scenic artist in Wichita.
At the end of January, all three second grade classes will
be presenting their plays at the Blue Store in downtown
Minneapolis for parents and community members to enjoy.

First Grade is excited to start the second
“phase” of their PBL project, Acorns to
Oaks. They are moving from meeting every 3rd and 4th
Wednesday of the month to every Tuesday and Thursday at
MGS at 2:15pm. They will form a reading club where
each acorn (student) will work with an oak (community
buddy) to increase reading fluency and comprehension.
There will be several different activities related to their
reading theme. They also plan to incorporate art, music,
and movement into these activities.
The teachers and students have been very pleased to see the
number of oaks grow each month. They encourage anyone
from the community who has not yet participated but interested in getting involved to contact the school office at
392-2111. They’ll be happy to add to their list of oaks.

Mrs. Corman has designated a wall in the music room as a
PBL art display wall, which has been named The Wall of
Musical Arts by sixth grade students. This is where every
student is encouraged to express themselves through art in a
fun, safe and nurturing environment. The student creations
on the Art Wall are changed every 30 - 40 days and student drawings so far have been
Halloween pumpkins with music notations making the faces, musical gifts that the
students would like to receive for Christmas, dancing snow people, and students singing or playing an instrument. Mrs. Corman shared that the wall creates a way for the
students to relate to each other as they see other students’ pictures. It is an unspoken
language that speaks as an expression of their own personality in creative form, and it
is a way to anchor students in their music class. Mrs. Corman believes that the students will look forward more and more to the creations as time goes by.

