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OCSD Spotlight
2022 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
Poster & Oratorical Contest
The 2022 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical and Post-
er contest hosted by the Sigma Omicron Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. took place Saturday, 
January 8, 2022. Students in our Elementary, Middle, 
and High Schools were invited to submit artwork and/
or an essay that reflected this year’s theme which was 
“STAND • ACT •  UNITE,” and we are proud to pres-
ent our winners. 

K-3rd Grade
• 1st Place: Jaxon Godwin - Wright ES
• 2nd Place: Kambree Carducci - Kenwood ES
• 3rd Place: Isabel Figueroa- Carzone - Wright ES
4th - 5th Grade
• 1st Place- Alejandro Pineda - Destin ES
• 2nd Place- Emmalee Griffin – Bluewater ES
• 3rd Place- Conner Graham - Plew ES
Middle School
• 1st Place- Bianca Arevalo - Shoal River MS
• 2nd Place- Melanie Gonzalez - Bruner MS
• 3rd Place- Charles Gere – Bruner MS
High School
• 1st Place- Lana Kenoyer - Niceville HS
• 2nd Place- Lillian Zaydman - Niceville HS
• 3rd Place- Unique Redmond - Crestview HS
Silver Sands School
• 1st Place- Quinston Douglas – Silver Sands School
• 2nd Place- Arica Blackmon – Silver Sands School
• 3rd Place- Destiny D’Angelo and Charlotte Sullivan –  

   Silver Sands School
 

Cont.       

Poster Contest Winners
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OCSD Spotlight
Sunshine State Scholar
Every year, school districts across the state of Florida select their top 11th grade students in the 
areas of Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics (STEM) to represent their district as 
the Sunshine State Scholar. Okaloosa County is proud to announce Alessandra Alejo, a junior at 
Choctawhatchee High School, has been selected the Okaloosa County Sunshine State Scholar. 
Alessandra, along with her parents, will travel to Orlando, Florida, in June for an extraordinary 
two-day program designed to bring together scholars from around the state, connect them with 
employers that specialize in the STEM fields, and create a networking opportunity between the 
scholars and schools from Florida’s College and State University System. Cole Armstrong, a 
junior at Fort Walton Beach High School, has been selected as the Alternate Okaloosa County 
Sunshine State Scholar.

Alessandra Alejo, 
Choctawhatchee High School

Okaloosa County Sunshine State Scholar

Cole Armstrong, 
Fort Walton Beach High School

Alternate Okaloosa County Sunshine 
State Scholar

Read about each of these amazing students on our website!

Oratorical Contest Winners
K-3rd Grade
• 1st Place- Evie Narbutovskih - Destin ES
• 2nd Place- Zoey Farmer – Longwood ES
• 3rd Place- Aydan Sariol – Wright ES
4th – 5th Grade
• 1st Place- Azalya Stafford – Riverside ES
• 2nd Place- Glen Cunningham – Wright ES
• 3rd Place- Jayden Bogan – Wright ES

Middle School
• 1st Place- Gabrielle Valdez - Ruckel MS
• 2nd Place- Jacob Spengler – Ruckel MS
• 3rd Place- Sydney Foggo – Ruckel MS
High School
• 1st Place- Layla Seaton – Fort Walton 

Beach
• 2nd Place- Vivian Barnes – Crestview 
• 3rd Place- Marcella Torry- Fort Walton 

Beach

https://www.okaloosaschools.com/articles/2021/sss-award


Page 3Catch The Wave

Human Resources

Mental Health Minute
We all want to make positive and impactful changes in our lives, but how can we 
make the changes last beyond the New Year’s resolutions?  Keep them realistic! 
By taking smaller, more achievable steps towards your goals, there is a greater 
chance that you will keep them. Make mental health a priority this year with these 
tips: setting aside time for self-care, being kind to yourself, and making sleep a 
priority.
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2020/01/realistic-new-years-resolu-
tions-for-your-mental-health/

January Milestones!

Hired in the OCSD 5 years ago…
• Ms. Copeland, Antioch Elementary
• Ms. Trammell, Choctawhatchee High
• Mr. Wells, Choctawhatchee High
• Ms. Wright, Edwins Elementary
• Ms. Guyton, Lewis School
• Mr. Pratt, Northwood Elementary
• Ms. Williams, Pryor Middle
• Ms. Sanders, Shalimar Elementary

Hired in the OCSD 10 years ago...
• Mr. Nunley, Baker School
• Ms. Deckert Godoy, Choctawhatchee High
• Ms. Mundy, Choctawhatchee High
• Ms. Richard, Eglin Elementary
• Mr. Jasper, Shoal River Middle
• Dr. Ganuza Hoaglund, Student Services
• Mr. Cole, Transportation- South
• Ms. Frazier, Walker Elementary

Hired in the OCSD 15 years ago...
• Mr. Oglesby, Baker School
• Mr. Cook, Bruner Middle
• Ms. Gaffney, Destin Elementary
• Ms. Evans, Fort Walton Beach High
• Ms. Gray, School Food Service
• Ms. Kahrl, Transportation-South

Hired in the OCSD 20 years ago...
• Ms. Commander, Bluewater Elementary

Hired in the OCSD 25 years ago...
• Ms. Harper, Plew Elementary
• Mr. Moore, Shoal River Middle
• Ms. Barnhill, Walker Elementary

Hired in the OCSD 30 years ago...
• Ms. Mathews, Destin Elementary
• Ms. Sadler, Longwood Elementary

Hired in the OCSD 35 years ago...
• Ms. Adams, Antioch Elementary

The following employees are enjoying a milestone this month based on their continuous 
service date.  Congratulations and thank you for your loyal service and commitment to 
excellence!

Congratulations to Newly Appointed Administrators!
Mr. Nathaniel Chatman will 
be Principal of Richbourg 
School.  He was the Assis-
tant Principal of Bob Sikes 
Elementary.

Dr. Jason Driver will be 
Principal of Shoal River 
Middle School. He was the 
Principal of Lewis School.

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2020/01/realistic-new-years-resolutions-for-your-mental-health/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2020/01/realistic-new-years-resolutions-for-your-mental-health/
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Curriculum & Instruction
Elementary Math: Engaging Families in Fact Fluency
We all remember timed math tests in which we quickly answered 
a sheet of what seemed like a hundred math facts while racing to 
beat the clock! While timed math tests remain a practice in many 
classrooms, mathematical fluency does not equal speed. In fact, this 
type of fluency practice causes anxiety and frustration for students 
who are not proficient with their math facts. This anxiety can lead to 
students developing math avoidance as they progress through school 
and even adulthood. You are probably thinking, it worked for me. 
Or, maybe you were one of the students who struggled with learning 
math facts through timed tests or even flash cards. 
So, what else can we do to help students master their facts? Strate-
gic mathematical fluency activities increase accuracy, efficiency, flex-
ibility, and appropriate strategy use. Students need substantial and 
enjoyable practice. Alternatives to flash cards or timed test include 
games, questioning and talking with students about their thinking. 
Students who become fluent in their math facts are flexible thinkers 
who use strategies to solve problems. There are many resources 
online as the one below that provides fun and engaging fact fluency 
practice.
https://www.weareteachers.com/15-fun-ways-to-practice-math/

Human Resources
Congratulations- Educational Support 
Personnel of the Year finalists Announced!

Ms. Cindy Lemasters
Fort Walton Beach High Ms Phyllis Warren

Bob Sikes Elementary
Ms. Martha Swords
Southside Primary

https://www.weareteachers.com/15-fun-ways-to-practice-math/
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Upcoming Diagnostic 2 Window for Reading/Math: 
January 10-31 for K-8

Curriculum & Instruction
In preparation for these assessments, you can encourage your students to take each as-
sessment seriously. Emphasize “thinking before clicking” as just clicking through will not 
reflect what your student actually knows. While taking the reading and math assessments, 
remind your students to read the passages in their entirety, use paper and pencil to solve math 
problems, and use the tools that appear at the bottom of the screen in some lessons.  

Diagnostic Results: After completion, review your class and 
individual student data in preparation for communicating results to 
families. Access the link below for additional information for engaging 
families with data.

https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engaging-families/#share_diag-
nostic_data_with_families

Establishing Goals 
Collaborate with students and families to establish goals based on Diagnostic 2 results. Goals 
should focus on learning and growth, not just performance. Below are examples of different 
goal focuses.

https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engaging-families/#share_diagnostic_data_with_families 
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/engaging-families/#share_diagnostic_data_with_families 
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Math Fluency

Curriculum & Instruction

How is Daily Math Fluency Embedded into Math Instruction?
One of the four components within the Balanced Math Model structure is dedicated to fluency 
practice, where students practice their basic math facts in a variety of ways. This system ensures 
that students are getting the daily practice they need to become fluent and automatic with their 
math facts.                                                                               

What are ways we can help students practice their basic math facts?
12 ways to help students practice their basic math facts:
1. Send home information and resources to fam-

ilies about math fact fluency.
2. Send home math games for students to play 

with their families.
3. Play a variety of math games in class.
4. Commit to daily practice, not just drills.
5. Listen to and sing songs.
6. Use a math fact fluency app.
7. Utilize a website-based game.
8. Track student progress in your notes and on a 

bulletin board.
9. Invite students to track their own progress.
10. Celebrate strategies and successes during 

whole group, small group, and one-on-one 
lessons.

11. Model and instill a growth mindset and 
positive attitude toward math facts.

12. Utilize number talks to identify strategies 
used by students.

Title I Schools- 
Welcome in the New Year with a new i-Ready Goal: 
Meet It or Beat It!

As students prepare to take the i-Ready Diagnostic 2 in January, mo-
tivate and encourage your students to meet or beat their reading and 
math results from Diagnostic taken at the beginning of the year.  

• Review expectations for taking the diagnostic with students
• Actively monitor students as they are taking the assessment                   
• Track completion and monitor for rush alerts

Hold individual data chats after the assessment to celebrate successes 
and determine next steps for accelerating learning within students’ Per-
sonalized Instruction.
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Curriculum & Instruction

The State of Florida has added new math courses to increase the diversity of options for stu-
dents. Above is the district’s optional pathways available for next school year.  Descriptions for 
the new courses are on the following page.
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Curriculum & Instruction
Mathematics for Data 
and Financial Literacy 

#1200384
In Mathematics for Data and 
Financial Literacy, instructional 
time will emphasize five areas: 
1. Extending knowledge of 

ratios, proportions and func-
tions to data and financial 
contexts; 

2. Developing understanding 
of basic economic and ac-
counting principles; 

3. determining advantages 
and disadvantages of credit 
accounts and short- and 
long-term loans; 

4. developing understanding 
of planning for the future 
through investments, insur-
ance and retirement plans 
and 

5. extending knowledge of data 
analysis to create and eval-
uate reports and to make 
predictions. 

More suited for students that 
plan to join the workforce after 
high school.

Math for College 
Liberal Arts 
#1207350

In Mathematics for College Lib-
eral Arts, instructional time will 
emphasize five areas: 
1. analyzing and applying 

linear and exponential 
functions within a real-world 
context; 

2. utilizing geometric concepts 
to solve real-world problems; 

3. extending understanding of 
probability theory; 

4. representing and interpret-
ing univariate and bivariate 
data and 

5. developing understanding of 
logic and set theory.

More suited for students that 
are attending college and purs-
ing a non-Stem related field – 
like History, English or Art . 

Mathematics for 
College Statistics 

#1210305
In Mathematics for College 
Statistics, instructional time will 
emphasize four areas: 
1. analyzing and applying lin-

ear and exponential func-
tions within the context of 
statistics; 

2. extending understanding of 
probability using data and 
various representations, in-
cluding two-way tables and 
Venn Diagrams;

3. representing and interpret-
ing univariate and bivariate 
categorical and numerical 
data and 

4. determining the appropri-
ateness of different types of 
statistical studies.

 Many college degrees required 
a statistics course. This is a ba-
sics introduction to statistics.  

Mathematics for College Algebra  
 #1200710

In Mathematics for College Algebra, instructional time will em-
phasize five areas: 
1. developing fluency with the Laws of Exponents with numeri-

cal and algebraic expressions; 
2. extending arithmetic operations with algebraic expressions 

to include rational and polynomial expressions; 
3. solving one-variable exponential, logarithmic, radical and 

rational equations and interpreting the viability of solutions 
in real-world contexts; 

4. modeling with and applying linear, quadratic, absolute 
value, exponential, logarithmic and piecewise functions and 
systems of linear equations and inequalities; 

5. extending knowledge of functions to include inverse and 
composition.

Mathematics for College Algebra is slightly more rigorous than 
the current Math for College Readiness course. MCR contained 
middle grade standards.
Course should be offered after students have taken Algebra 2. 
Many non-math degree majors require college algebra and a 
college statistics course. 

Probability and Statistics 
Honors   

#1210300
In Probability and Statistics Honors, 
instructional time will emphasize four 
areas: 
1. creating and interpreting data 

displays for univariate and bivar-
iate categorical and numerical 
data; 

2. comparing and making obser-
vations about populations using 
statistical data, including confi-
dence intervals and hypothesis 
testing; 

3. extending understanding of 
probability and probability distri-
butions and 

4. developing an understanding of 
methods for collecting statistical 
data, including randomized trials.

Formally known as Probability & 
Statistics with Applications Honors   
(#1210300) 
Business Degree - require business 
calculus and a statistics course.
Health Care such as Nursing and 
Doctors require a statistics course 
for their undergrad.
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Curriculum & Instruction
Canvas and the World Language Classroom

Leslie Dannelly, French teacher at Niceville High School, is finding innovative ways to engage 
students with language learning and practice with world language standards through the Can-
vas Learning Management System.  Through  interactive group assignments, videos, and audio 
practice in Canvas, students gain additional support to master standards-based skills. “Stu-
dents like the individualized feedback and adaptive assignments to increase their confidence 
with learning a new language,” according to Dannelly.

Leslie Dannelly’s seventh period French class at 
Niceville High School gains additional practice, support, 

and feedback through Canvas.
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Curriculum & Instruction
English Language Learners & WIDA Access for ELLs

The Okaloosa County School District is thankful for the growing enroll-
ment of students who are learning English for the first time and are 
included in the   English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) pro-
gram.   Each English learner will be participating in the state-required 
WIDA Access for ELLs testing between January 24 - March 18, 2022.

  
• What is WIDA Access for ELLs? 
 WIDA is the state-required test to measure growth in English proficiency for all English  
 Language Learners in grades K-12.  
• Does the test measure academic skill mastery? 
 No, the WIDA Access for ELLs assessment is not a content-area achievement test.  The  
 WIDA assessment provides important information on the student’s English acquisition  
 and fluency growth in speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
• Free Practice Activities – WIDA Access for ELLs free practice activities are located at the 

following link:  
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing-students

Select ACCESS Paper and choose the grade level and domain desired.

When will I receive my student’s scores?  School counselors will re-
ceive state score reports by August 2022 and will send reports home at the 
beginning of the 2022-2023 school year.

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing-students 
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Curriculum & Instruction
This flier is a great 

resource to send home 

with your students 

explaining the impor-

tance of the Free and 

Reduced Lunch 

Application!

Share 
the video!

English 
Spanish

Free and Reduced Lunch Application
Encourage your students to apply!

http://www.myschoolapps.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VERXgwsCpE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dg5vxuVVH4
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Autism Endorsement
Professional Services
In the Fall of 2020, our district received permission to begin offering the 240-hour Autism 
Spectrum Disorder endorsement coursework through the Emerald Coast Florida Diagnostic and 
Learning Resources System (FDLRS). We are excited to announce the completion of the first 
cohort.  We had twelve teachers complete this rigorous and valuable program.  We have four 
others in the second cohort and are hopeful that many more registered and were accepted for 
the most recent cohort that started January 10. 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Autism 
Endorsement

Autism Endorsement 
Completers

Are CBS teachers required to get this endorse-
ment?
No teacher in Florida is required to get this endorsement 
unless they serve a student caseload that is 100% ASD.  
However, if a teacher is serving any students with autism, it 
would be a best practice to be endorsed.

When will the next cohort start? 
FDLRS offers at least two cohorts every year. It’s possible 
they will begin another cohort in April, but it is definite that 
a new one will begin in the fall. Watch your email from Pro-
fessional Services for upcoming registration opportunities 
or email Karen Peek.

What is the design of the coursework?  
There are three 80-hour courses in each cohort. The cours-
es are all online and are work at your own pace within the 
parameters of the beginning and ending dates.  All three 
courses are offered free of charge to district instructional 
employees and can often be completed in one year. 

• Lindsey Axson
• Pia Chedraui
• Kristin Gilmore
• Tanya Keel
• Susan Moore
• Kelly Vance
• Deborah Hunley-Seabrooks
• Gabrielle Reid
• April Walker
• Mary Watkins

Risk Management
Take Care Flex Visa Card
 
If you are enrolled in Medical Insurance with the district, you have a Take Care Flex Visa 
card. Enroll your Take Care Flex Visa Card so you can always stay on top of your balance and 
your charges. 
Log into www.myflexonline.com to enroll your Flex Visa card. It’s quick and easy and puts you 
in control of keeping up with your balance! 
Benefits of enrolling your Flex Visa Card:
• Knowing your balance of your FSA account and your HRA account
• Being prepared when you go to the doctor or pharmacy
• Avoid embarrassing transaction declines if you are close to your limit
• Verify the charges on your card are applied to your deductible
• No more calling around to find out your balance

mailto:PeekK%40okaloosaschools.com?subject=
http://www.myflexonline.com
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Retirement
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http://frs.myflorida.com
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Do you have content suggestions 
for Catch The Wave Newsletter con-
tent?  E-mail CatchTheWave@oka-
loosaschools.com with the details! 
We can’t wait to hear from you!

Suggestions?
 Feedback?

Covid-19 Update
• We continue to track COVID -19 within our schools in cooperation with the Department of 

Health. 
• Our Dashboard is updated daily.
• We have distributed home testing kits from DOE to parents.
• We continue to clean and disinfect daily in schools and on busses and are mindful of large 

group gatherings during the day.
• Basic hygiene practices including hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer are encouraged 

regularly.
• We ask that students remain home if they are exhibiting symptoms of illness.
• We will be mindful of our environment and will continue to communicate with our families and 

staff.
• Voluntary COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics are being hosted in our elementary schools during the 

school day as well as 15 minutes before and after school for students and staff beginning the 
week of January 24th. A parent must be present. If you are interested in having your elementa-
ry student vaccinated, please contact your school for dates and consent forms.

FOCUS
is coming!

Fall 2022
www.okaloosaschools.com/focus

mailto:CatchTheWave%40okaloosaschools.com?subject=Content%20Suggestion
mailto:CatchTheWave%40okaloosaschools.com?subject=Content%20Suggestion
http://www.okaloosaschools.com/focus
http://www.okaloosaschools.com/focus

