
COURSE:   Art Education LEVEL: Grade 8 UNIT/FOCUS: The Creative Process 
 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Related  
standard(s): 
 

1.1 

 

Transfer 
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
 Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation. 

 Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 

 Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.. 

 

Meaning 

Enduring Understandings (EUs) Essential Questions (EQs) 
Students will understand that… 
 
 Underlying structures in art can be found via analysis and inference. 

 Breaking accepted norms often gives rise to new forms of artistic expression. 

 Art has no boundaries. 

 Creating artwork enhances perceptual, physical, and technical skills. 

 Creating artwork enhances one’s understanding of self and others. 

 

Students will keep considering… 
 
 How do underlying structures unconsciously guide the creation of art works?   

 Does art have boundaries? 

 What are the elements and principles of art unique and common to various art media 
and forms? 

 How are the elements and principles evident in everyday life? 

 How can making art enhance perceptual, physical and technical skills? 

 How can making art enhance one’s understanding of self and others? 

 

Grade Level Benchmarks 

Knowledge Skills 

Students will know… 
 
 Art should be appreciated and interpreted 

 The value and significance of art 

 That “art as object” is a distinct discipline 

 Culture influences art 

 There are diverse aesthetic processes and philosophies which influence the 
comprehension of art 

 The creation of art stimulates the imagination 

 Individuals develop a process of valuing (a personal aesthetic) 

 Exposure to various styles and cultural influences a personal feeling towards art 
and aesthetics 

 The relationship between cultural beliefs (and/or sets of values) and art 

 Acquaintance with aesthetic philosophies 

 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural 
and language barriers throughout time 

 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical 
eras assists in understanding specific cultures 

 
 

Students will be able to… 
 
 Examine works of art that communicate significant cultural beliefs or set of values. 

 Use domain specific vocabulary when describing art 

 Explain aesthetic qualities in oral and written responses 

 Differentiate between the unique and common properties of all the arts using domain 
specific vocabulary including symbolism, genre and performance techniques. 

 Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and movements in various art forms 

 Describe changes in meaning over time in the perception of a known work of art 

 Analyze how art is often defined by its originality 

 Express how art is inspired by an individual’s imagination 

 Incorporate personal life experiences into an aesthetic response in making and/or 
critiquing artwork 

 Communicate ideas about the social and personal values of art in making and/or 
critiquing artwork 

 



COURSE:   Art Education LEVEL: Grade 8 UNIT/FOCUS: History of the Arts and Culture 
 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Related  
standard(s): 
 

1.2 

 

Transfer 
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 

 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen understanding. 

 

Meaning 

Enduring Understandings (EUs) Essential Questions (EQs) 
Students will understand that… 
 
 Culture affects self-expression, whether we realize it or not. 

 Every artist has a style; every artistic period has a style.  

 Art has the ability to impact world culture. 

 Visual art can represent important ideas, issues, and events in a society. 

 Art and culture continually influence each other. 

 Contributions of significant artists from historical periods impact the visual arts. 

 Aspects of any work of art can be both old and new. 

 Newly produced artwork is not always “new”. 

 

Students will keep considering… 
 
 What impact does art have on world culture? 

 How does visual art represent important ideas, issues and events in a society? 

 How do art and culture continue to influence each other? 

 How does the study of the contributions of significant artists from historical periods 
impact the visual arts? 

 What is old and what is new in any work of art? 

 How important is “new” in art? 

 Which characteristics in content, form, style, and design define art genres? 

 What kind of contribution of an individual artist influence a generation of artists and 
signal the beginning of a new art genre? 

 

Grade Level Benchmarks 

Knowledge Skills 

Students will know… 
 
 Active participation in art is essential to deep understanding of the imaginative 

and creative process 

 The development of sensory acuity (perceptual skills) gained through the 
production of art enables one to perceive and acknowledge various viewpoints 

 Technical skills and physical movements in art lead to increased dexterity and 
sense of rhythm 

 Form, function, craftsmanship and originality are key to the creation of art 

 The elements and principles of art must be employed as one creates art 

 Making and presenting art leads to an awareness of art-related careers and 
lifelong opportunities for creating art 

 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the 
development and nature of the arts 

 Tracing the history in visual art in world cultures provides insight into the lives of 
people and their values 

 The arts reflect cultural morays and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 
 
 

Students will be able to… 
 
 Produce two-dimensional and three-dimensional work of art individually and/or 

collaboratively. 

 Incorporate various art elements and principles in the creative process. 

 Distinguish drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, textiles, digital and 
computer images, etc. by physical properties. 

 Recognize and use various media, materials, process and technologies to create 
different works of art.  

 Investigate art-related careers 

 

 

 
 
 
 



COURSE:   Art Education LEVEL: Grade 8 UNIT/FOCUS: Performing 
 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Related 
standard(s): 
 

1.3 

 

Transfer 
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
 Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation. 

 Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 

 Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

Meaning 

Enduring Understandings (EUs) Essential Questions (EQs) 
Students will understand that… 
 
 The arts serve multiple functions: enlightenment, education, and entertainment.  

 Though the artist’s imagination and intuition drive the work, great art requires 
skills and discipline to turn notions into a quality product. 

 The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable outcomes. 

 Creating and performing in the arts differs from viewing the arts. 

 Art is sometimes created for the artist and not always for the viewer. 

 Manipulating the use of elements and principles can evoke an emotional response 
to a work of art. 

 Active participation in the creation of art is essential to understanding the creative 
process. 

 

Students will keep considering… 
 
 How does creating and performing in the arts differ from viewing the arts? 

 To what extent does the viewer properly affect and influence the art and the artist 
and to what extent is the art for the artist? 

 How can manipulating the use of elements and principles evoke an emotional 
response to a work of art? 

 Why is active participation in the creation of art essential to understanding the 
creative process? 

 

Grade Level Benchmarks 

Knowledge Skills 

Students will know… 
 
 The elements and principles of art can be applied to all content area curricula. 

 Elements and principles common to all visual and performing arts have relevance 
in daily life. 

 One needs recognize the elements and practice the principles unique to art in 
order to create artwork 

 There is a relationship between artistic composition and everyday environments 

 There are similarities between compositional use of artistic elements and 
principles in other forms of expression. 

 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, 
emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 

 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony 

 There are a wide variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and 
processes for the production of artwork 

 Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with 
working in these mediums, are components of art-making 

Students will be able to… 
 
 Define the elements of art and principles of design that are evident in everyday life. 

 Apply the principles of design to interpret various masterworks of art 

 Compare and contrast works of art in various media that utilize the same arts 
elements and principles of design. 

 Use the elements and principles or art as a basis for the creation of works of art. 

 
 



 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of 
visual statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural 
context) 

 Many genres of art are associated with discipline-specific arts terminology 

 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures 

 Art may embrace multiple solutions to a problem 

 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts 
terminology and a stylistic approach to art-making 

 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art 
materials (including digital media) may inform choices about visual 
communication and art-making techniques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE:   Art Education LEVEL: Grade 8 UNIT/FOCUS: Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Related 
standard(s): 
 

1.4 

 

Transfer 
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
 Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

 Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

 

Meaning 

Enduring Understandings (EUs) Essential Questions (EQs) 
Students will understand that… 
 
 Aesthetics fosters artistic appreciation, interpretation, imagination, significance 

and value. 

 The point of studying the arts is to foster meaning making, deeper emotional 
response and more inventive decision-making. 

 Experts can and do disagree about the value, power and source of art. 

 Arts strengthen our appreciation of the world. 

 Art defines culture, just as culture defines art. 

 Acquisition of knowledge and skills in art enhances our ability to be creative and 
inventive decision-makers. 

 Every work of art is successful in its own way. 

 Art can be judged on many levels, in many ways. 

 Knowledge of aesthetics and elements/principles of art helps in the critique of 
works of art. 

 Making art help’s one to understand the technical proficiency of an artist’s work. 

 Traditions impact works of art. 

 

Students will keep considering… 
 
 How does our acquisition of knowledge and skills in art enhance our ability to be 

creative and inventive decision-makers? 

 What’s the difference between a thoughtful and a thoughtless artistic judgment? 

 How can we develop our own personal aesthetic? 

 What makes a work of art successful? 

 How do we judge the merit of a work of art? 

 How does our knowledge of aesthetics and elements/principles of art help us critique 
works of art? 

 How does making art help us understand the technical proficiency of an artist’s 
work? 

 What is the impact of traditions on a work of art? 

 

Grade Level Benchmarks 

Knowledge Skills 

Students will know… 
 
 In order to express personal statements of both facts and opinions regarding 

works of art, one must apply domain specific arts terminology.  

 In order to articulate thoughts about a work of art one must be able to describe 
the technical proficiency of an artist’s work. 

 When critiquing a work of art one must be able to identify and differentiate the 
formal structures within the artwork. 

 One must classify elements and principles and consider traditions in the critique 
of works of art. 

 The value and significance of art is inherent when one is able to interpret and 
understand works of art as object. 

Students will be able to… 
 
 Construct (written and orally) a critique using the formal structure of description, 

analysis, interpretation and judgment. 

 Apply domain specific arts terminology to express statements of both fact and 
opinion regarding works of art. 

 Describe the technical proficiency of the artwork in writing and orally. 

 Develop a process by which artwork will be observed, described, analyzed, 
interpreted and evaluated. 

 Judge artistic expression and quality in works of art. (their own creations and in the 
work of others) 

 Critique artwork based on the elements and principles of art. 

 Classify elements of unity and/or repetition in a work of art. 



 A process of valuing art is developed when one is acquainted with aesthetic 
philosophies. 

 The ability to identify art elements and articulate an informed emotional response 
to a work of art enables one to communicate through the use of metaphor and 
critical evaluation. 

 Exposure to various cultures and styles influence an individuals’ feeling towards 
artworks. 

 Aesthetic awareness stimulates the imagination. 

 The creation of art conceptualizes a personal and cultural reflection of one’s 
individual sense of aesthetics 

 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks 

 Analysis of archetypal or consummate works of art requires knowledge and 
understanding of culturally specific art within historical contexts 

 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes 

 Performance technique in visual art varies according to historical era and genre 

 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of visual art using a genre’s stylistic 
traits 

 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making 

 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in visual art inform the creation 
of criteria for judging originality 

 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian 

 Relative merits of works of art can be assessed through analysis of form, function, 
craftsmanship, and originality 

 

 

 Identify and differentiate among basic formal structures within artworks. 

 Use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and in response to visual arts. 

 Develop the capacity to perceive and respond imaginatively to works of art. 

 Examine works that are functional and will analyze work that places emphasis on 
structural arrangement. Describe how an element of art contributes to the aesthetic 
value of the piece. 

 Explain the compositional design of works of art. 

 Analyze the aesthetic qualities of specified art works in oral and written response. 

 Incorporate personal life experience into an aesthetic response about an artwork. 

 Examine how exposure to various cultures and styles influence individuals’ feelings 
towards artworks. 

 Communicate ideas about the social and personal value of art. 

 

 


