
October Topics
● Theatre Workshop Performs “You Can’t Take It With You”
● West Haven High School Unveils Its “Portrait of Graduate”
● Seal of Biliteracy Helps Bilingual Students Get Ahead
● School Offers Array of Opportunities for College & Career Exploration

Important Dates
Nov. 8: Election Day, no school for students
Nov. 11: No school, Veteran’s Day; Senior Night Game for football, dance, band and cheer
Nov. 17: School Counseling’s College Decision Day
Nov. 23: Half Day
Nov. 24 & Nov. 25: No school, Thanksgiving break
Dec. 9: DECA Winter Semi-Formal





West Haven High School Unveils its “Portrait of Graduate”

West Haven High School has unveiled its “Portrait of  a Graduate,” a framework designed to
ensure our graduates acquire the skills they need to be successful and well-rounded
citizens.

The philosophy is pinned to the slogan “Achieve BLUE,” with each letter of “BLUE”
representing an aspect of what we’d like to see in our graduates, as seen on this poster.

“We don’t want kids to think of this as part of a class,” said Principal Dana Paredes. “This is
our over-arching philosophy, this is life-long learning.”

All our teachers have cardboard printouts of each letter, and they have been beginning their
lessons by pinning one of those for letters up, letting students know what aspect of the
BLUE acronym they’ll be targeting that day.

As part of the program, students will have the opportunity to achieve mastery in one area.
For example, a student could earn their Seal of Biliteracy, an accreditation showing they are
fluent in another language. Other students could pursue a mastery in our programs for
Criminal Justice, Nursing, or by becoming an EMT.



The school is working to recognize students who embody the qualities of a well-rounded
student by naming two BLUE Students of the Month.

The October BLUE students of the month were Hallie Chancio and Jeremiah
Christie-Frances. Jeremiah and Hallie were surprised by a giant bag of blue-themed treats,
while their classmates were treated to Dunkin Donuts.

“The whole class receives a treat to reinforce the idea that our actions, both positive and
negative, have an impact on those around us,” Mrs. Paredes said.

LEFT: October BLUE Student of the Month Hallie Chancio, pictured with Mrs. Paredes.
RIGHT: Mrs. Paredes with the second BLUE Student of the month, Jeremiah
Christie-Frances, and his nominator, English teacher Caitlin Ripa.
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Seal of Biliteracy Helps Bi-Lingual Students Get Ahead
By Agatha Lima-Freitas, Class of 2024



Have you ever thought about getting a seal to confirm you’re bilingual?

Our school is now offering that opportunity. The Seal of Biliteracy is a nation-wide test that
measures students’ proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening in another language.

The Seal of Biliteracy gives students an advantage when they apply for college and it provides
them with a competitive edge in the employment market.

The program was developed in 2008, and was piloted at West Haven High School last year, when
Kim Athan, the world language department head, came to this school.

“Last year there was a big success rate, our students took most of them in Spanish, and they were
native or heritage speakers and then a couple of them came very close to passing even in Italian,”
said Anna Porto, an Italian teacher at West Haven High School.

To get enrolled in this program you have to take a language class at our school, for example:
Spanish, Italian or French, or if you are a native heritage speaker to many other languages.

“Definity do it, be confident in the way you speak, be proud of the language you speak,” said
Lorena Bello, a student who achieved the seal in 2022. “And it's a great opportunity, you will get
so many doors open for you,”

The Seal of Biliteracy is offered to students of any age, but our school is only testing seniors.
The reason our school only tests seniors is because in order to get the Seal, they must pass all
English graduation requirements as well. The test is free and can be taken multiple times.

“It gives me the confidence to know that I can speak both languages very well,” said Sara
Sanchez, a student who achieved the seal in 2022. “I think that’s something to be very proud of.”



To know more about this program, students can stop by D307 or join the Google classroom:
3bjobsn

This seal includes two types of tests: the AAPPL test, which is an assessment of standards-based
language learning across the three modes of communication interpersonal, interpretive, and
presentational, and the OPI test, which assesses how well a person speaks a language.

Here is the list for some of the languages to the AAPPL test:
- Arabic
- Chinese(Mandarin)
- English
- French
- German
- Italian
- Japanese
- Korean
- Portuguese
- Spanish

Now here is the list for some of the languages to the OPI test:
- Albanian
- Amharic
- Bengali/Bangla
- Bosnian/Croatian
- Cantonese
- Dari
- Gujarati
- Haitian Creole
- Hebrew
- Hindi
- Malayalam
- Pashto
- Polish
- Russian
- Swahili
- Tamil
- Tagalog
- Thai
- Turkish



- Ukrainian
- Urdu
- Vietnamese
- Yoruba

School Offers Many Opportunities For College Exploration
By Nazaya Brantley, Class of 2024






