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State Representative Tours High School
By Danielle Ricketts, Class of 2022

Connecticut State Representative Treneé McGee visited the high school on Feb. 7 to view the
new building, along with all the facilities and programs available to students. She was escorted
by Principal Dana Paredes and Sophomore Tareze Johnson.

Rep. McGee (Dem.) has been visiting schools in West Haven because one of her committees in
the state house focuses on public education. She is getting a first-hand look at the needs of each
school and what can be improved.



“I am incredibly proud of the administrations, teachers and students for the work they are
committed to investing in the right-now generation,” Rep. McGee said in a comment on
Instagram after her visit to our school.

Rep. McGee toured the school's new facilities, including the auditorium, library, automotive
shop, woodshop, basketball court, band room and food pantry. Her visit also allowed her to
converse directly with West Haven High students, imparting wisdom, guidance and inspiration.

“I think she was impressed with our facilities, and I think she was impressed with our students,”
Mrs. Paredes said.

Before Rep. McGee was elected to represent the 116th District in West Haven, she made history
as the youngest member of the West Haven City Council. She was also the chair of the West
Haven Community Alliance.

Rep. McGee has a passion for socioeconomic and racial equality. She founded Be The F.I.R.S.T.
(Fundamentally Inspire by Redefining Your Scholastic Tenacity), a program encouraging
first-generation college students to pursue higher education.

“I realized in order for me to implement the change that I want to see in the community, I have
to have a seat at the table,” Rep. McGee said.

To watch a short video of Rep. McGee’s visit to the high school click this link.

New Theatre Director Preparing First School Musical in Years
By Adriana Beams, Class of 2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXpQKCDvPpk


West Haven High School’s new theatre director is helping the group premiere “You’re a Good
Man, Charlie Brown” in March, the theatre workshop’s first live performance in nearly three
years.

Due to the pandemic, the last time West Haven High’s theatre department was able to put on a
live musical was its performance of Cinderella in 2019.

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” will be performed on March 24th, 25th, and 26th at 7 pm.
There will also be a matinee performance at 2pm on the 26th. This is a musical comedy that
helps Charles M. Schulz’s very own “Peanuts” comic strips come to life. Tickets can be
purchased by following this link or by scanning the QR on the posters posted around school.

Senior Aaron Grenfell, who plays Charlie Brown, said it is nerve-wracking to play the lead, but
it has been a lot of fun getting to work with everyone. This is his first time having a main role in
a play, so he said he’s been working hard with theatre director Tracy Stratton and choral teacher
Phyllis Silver. He hopes people come to see the play.

“It’s important for us to support each other as a community, and open up to different programs,”
he said.

The person leading this musical is the new theatre director for West Haven High School, Mrs.
Stratton.

She has years of experience working with students. Most recently, she was a theatre teacher at
Carrigan Intermediate School, where she worked for seven years, teaching students in 5th and
6th grades.

Prior to Carrigan, Mrs. Stratton taught first and third grade at Forest Elementary School.

Her love for theatre began during her years of dance, when she was just five years old. She grew
to be a competitive dancer.

“I’ve been in love with theatre since I was a kid,” Mrs. Stratton said.

After this, she soon began taking voice lessons, and grew more involved in a community theatre
where she performs shows to this day.

Since her transition to West Haven High School, she has been helping students come out of their
shells through acting, and spreading her love to audiences and those who can relate to her love
for theatre.
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https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/61695


“Something cool about theatre is that it’s a place where you can be somebody different than
yourself,” she said.

______________________________________________________________________________

New Program Helps Students Become EMTs
By Rodjae Smith, Class of 2022

Twenty-two West Haven High School students will have the opportunity to become EMTs by the end of
the school year through a new partnership with the Seymour Ambulance Association.

These students were selected after a rigorous application and  interview process. Because the EMT
program begins on April 1, the final grades of participants will close at the end of the third marking
period. When the fourth marking period begins,, the students will attend homeroom each morning, then a
bus will take them to the Seymour Ambulance Association, where they will take a course to earn their
Emergency Medical Technician certification. At the end of each school day, a bus will take the students
back to WHHS, where they will go home as usual.

Students who successfully complete the course and pass the National Registry of Emergency Medical
Technicians will then be able work in the emergency medical services field.

“This is a great opportunity to work while you're in school,” Principal Dana Paredes said, adding that
students will be able to get a well-paying job while in school and gain experience in the field.

Seniors had first priority to join the program, but in order to fill up the required class amount, the program
was opened up to juniors as well. The students who applied had to be at least 16, as that is the requirement
for an EMT license in Connecticut. They were also interviewed by a panel, which included the principal,
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science department head Kevin Dickson and the instructor of the program. Students who are a part of the
program will still be on track to graduate with the rest of their class.

“I want to be in the medical field, so this would be a good step” said Senior Roua Almaksoudi, one of the
students accepted into the program.

______________________________________________________________________________

Valentine’s Day Cards For Veterans
By Danielle Ricketts, Class of 2022

Members of West Haven High School’s Teens for Christ club spent months making numerous
Valentine’s Day cards for veterans in the VA Hospital to spread love and uplifting messages.
This was Teens for Christ’s third annual “Valentine’s for Veterans” endeavor.

Valentine’s Day is an opportunity to spread love to those who are special to you, but many of the
patients and residents at the VA hospital don’t receive as much love as they should. This is why
the members of the Teens for Christ club think Valentine’s Day is a great opportunity to let this
community know they are not forgotten.

“There are many long-term patients at the VA that have had little to no contact with outsiders due to
Covid and this is a way to spread some cheer, let them know that they aren't forgotten and that people care
for them and honor them for their service,” Club Adviser Timothy Gast said.

Each card contained a handwritten message and was individually decorated by members of this
club. The VA Hospital expressed their gratitude for the donation, as well as other items their
residents need.
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Teens for Christ is accepting donations of any kind to go towards supporting the residents and
patients in the VA hospital. If any West Haven High School student would like to be a part of this
endeavor, please join the club’s Google Classroom with the code ‘ajnx7i3.’

“I think more students should get involved in giving back to our community in one way or
another, and I'm proud of the students who chose and worked hard creating these cards to bring
some cheer and support to our veterans,” Mr. Gast said. “I hope more students are inspired by
what these kids have done and will get involved in the community in one way or another.”
_____________________________________________________________________________

Student Shout Outs

Junior Ayannah Obas was named a
winner of U.S. Senator Chris Murphy’s
6th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Essay Challenge.

Senior Robert Vets won the essay portion of The National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution ‘Good Citizen Awards
Program.’ He will be representing the state of Connecticut at the New
England Regionals.
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Juniors Amani Abuhatab and
Kassidy Carrano were named
First-Team All-SCC for the
2021-2022 Girls Basketball Season

Girls hockey players Meghan Dupre, #19, and
Maya Boyhen, #8, were named to the All-SCC 1st
Team, and #35 Grace Nowak was named the
All-SCC 2nd Team. Also congratulations to Erin
Blake on being named as the SCC Coach of the
year, presented by CT Orthopaedics.

Ayannah Obas and Randy Alston were
recognized at West Haven’s Black Heritage
event.
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Congratulations to Tanasia Fidalgo for medaling in both
of her events (55H and 300m) at the SCC Championships.
Unfortunately an injury prevented Tanasia from going
further in the tournament.

Congratulations  to Meghan Dupre
and Robbie Vets on being named
West Haven High School's Winter
SCC Scholar Athletes sponsored
by Great Blue Research.
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