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Two Outstanding Staff Members Honored With Awards
By Nevaeh Lugo, Class of 2023

School social worker Skyla Drader (left) was
named the 2022 Unsung Hero. And the PTA
Council honored woodworking teacher Michael
Martin (above) with its Marisa Matrisciano Friends
of Education award.

Social Worker Skyla Drader won the Parent Teacher Student Association's (PTSA) 2022 “Unsung Hero”
award for her actions in going above and beyond in our school community. And woodshop teacher
Michael Martin was awarded the PTA Council’s Marisa Matrisciano “Friends of Education” award for
his dedication, leadership, and kindness to the community and to his students.



Ms. Drader is currently in her fourth year in the WHHS community. She provides social and emotional
support to students based on their needs and remains in place to help them through a crisis as needed.

Ms. Drader said her favorite part of the job is that every day is a new day.

“When I walk through the door, I don’t know what the day will bring,” Ms. Drader said, “Some days are
much busier than others, but I like that no day is ever the same.”

Before coming to West Haven High, Drader worked in a residential program. She chose to become a
social worker because she wanted the opportunity to positively impact the lives of others and offer
support that they might be too ashamed or embarrassed to ask for on their own.

“I think it’s important that mental health shouldn’t have a taboo label on it,” Ms. Drader said.

Mr. Martin is also in his fourth year of teaching at our school, having previously worked at Bailey
Middle School for three years. He teaches woodshop and construction classes, instructing students on
how to safely use tools to design, plan, and build things out of different materials.

Mr. Martin enjoys being able to spark students’ interest through encouraging them to make projects
they’re proud of and can actually use at home.

“Almost every day I am able to demonstrate a new technique or show how just about anything can be
accomplished if you’re just willing to have a bit of patience and get your hands dirty for a second or
two,” Mr. Martin said.

Mr. Martin mentioned one of his favorite things about his job is seeing students realize their potential
through turning an idea into a finished product.

“With almost 8 billion people on the planet, we will always need to build new homes, streets, bridges,
schools and hospitals,” Mr. Martin said. “There are so many pieces to complete those puzzles that you
could be a part of. Not just in West Haven, but anywhere in the world you are willing to go.”

Mr. Martin was a perfect fit for the Marisa Matrisciano “Friends of Education” award, the PTA said.

“The Marisa Matrisciano ‘Friends of Education’ award is an annual award given by PTA Council to an
individual we feel exhibits a strong commitment to our community, our schools, and our students,” said
PTA Council President Kim Kenny. “Mr. Martin embodies everything this award stands for.”

Both Ms. Drader and Mr. Martin were celebrated at an awards dinner on Tuesday, April 5th in the
WHHS cafeteria for all the hard work they do for this community.

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Band’s Spring Concert Highlights the Human Condition
By Adriana Beams, Class of 2022

West Haven High School’s Blue Devil Band performed its spring concert on March 31st for all of the
families and staff members who enjoy seeing the hard work of the band on display.

The theme for the concert band’s performance was “The Human Condition,” or human emotions, with
songs like “Seize the Day!”, “Nostalgia” and “That Which Binds Us.” These whimsical songs evoked all
of the emotions we feel on a daily basis, such as joy, anger, sadness and grief.

Each of these songs brought a relatable feeling of comfort throughout the audience. During one of the
concert pieces, “Rage,” the audience interacted with the musicians by screaming in anger with the
students when cued to do so by the band director, Donata Lupacchino.

"I am so proud of this group and their musicianship and maturity while performing this concert,” Ms.
Lupacchino said. “The music was significantly more challenging than our Winter Concert, and they
truly rose to the occasion."

There was a limited amount of rehearsals for the concert band because the stage was booked for a
theater performance, and yet the week prior to the concert there were just enough rehearsals for the band
to succeed with their Spring concert.

“Considering we had so few rehearsals it went really well,” said senior flutist Yamilette Romero. “I
really liked the music selections because they captured the human emotions.”

Prior to the full concert band’s concert, a new group called the Percussion Ensemble, led by senior
Joshua Doody, performed. The Blue Devil Jazz Band also performed prior to the full band’s concert.
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SADD Shows Students the TRUE Danger of Impaired Driving
By Dakota Willette, Class of 2023

The Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) Club sponsored a mock car crash on April 20th to
demonstrate the dangers caused by impaired and distracted driving.

Members of the Junior and Senior classes watched as students from the SADD club acted as the victims
of a car crash. The West Haven Fire Department, West Haven Police Department, American Medical
Response, West Haven Prevention Council, West Haven Funeral Home, and Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) worked together to make the crash look as realistic as possible.

SADD Advisor James Lafo said he hopes the event helped students recognize the dangers of distracted
driving.

“I want to thank everyone who was involved in the crash, especially all the first responders who made
this possible,” Mr. Lafo said. “There are many moving parts to this event, but if one person remembers
one part to help them make a better decision in regards to drinking and driving or distracted driving it
will be a major success.”

SADD member Grace Nowak also said she hopes the event made an impact on students.
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“It was nice to see how drunk driving truly affects people and their lives and remember never to drive
under the influence,” Nowak said.

The Grim Reaper went around the building throughout the school day on Wednesday as another way of
reminding students and teachers of the dangers of distracted and impaired driving.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Culture Day Events Aim to Bring Groups Together

By Takiya Awwal and Nevaeh Lugo, Class of 2023

The Muslim Student Association, in conjunction with the Future Health Professionals Club (HOSA) and
the International Club, is sponsoring Culture Day on Friday, May 13 as a way of bringing a variety of
groups together and to expose students to new cultural traditions.

This year's culture day will be a two-part program. During the school day students and teachers are
highly encouraged to wear their cultural attire. And in the evening, there will be a fun dinner event from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the West Haven High School cafeteria.

The event will include a variety of activities, food, presentations, music and much more. Attendees will
be able to try cuisines from Pakistan, Spain, Syria, Togo, Peru, Jamaica, Mexico, Columbia, Ecuador,
France and more.
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“The different foods kind of give you a window into different flavors that you wouldn’t have been
introduced to otherwise,” said MSA advisor Mariam Alajjan.  “You can communicate a lot through
eating and coming together.”

Tickets for the evening event are $2 each and can be purchased in room F314 or from any member of
the Muslim Student Association.

Organizers hope the event shows that though we may all be different, we may share certain values,
thoughts, and beliefs.

The most important part of Culture Night for Ms. Alajjan is the learning and “interacting with people
who are like you but also different from you.”

____________________________________________________________________________

Peer Advocates Help Local Kids Celebrate Easter
By Danielle Ricketts, Class of 2022

Photo by Country Living Magazine

West Haven High School’s Peer Advocates held their second annual “Egg My Yard” fundraiser on
Saturday, April 16th, to raise money for their end-of-year gathering.

Participants paid $8 for Peer Advocates to hide plastic eggs filled with candy in their yard as a fun,
Easter-themed activity for their children to enjoy. In preparation for this occasion, the PAs devoted many
hours to packing the candy inside the eggs, as well as packaging the eggs based on each individual
family’s order.

On Saturday morning, pairs of PAs walked or drove around West Haven, hiding eggs in the back and
front yards of nearly 100 families in total.

“The hardest part of the fundraiser is mapping out all the stops to make the route efficient,” said Peer
Advocate advisor Taylor Paredes.
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Peer Advocate Edwin Lee echoes these sentiments.

“It was really difficult because we had to walk for about 30 minutes between each house, but it was still
satisfying and fun,” said Li. “It gave me joy knowing I was helping out these kids.”

The Egg My Yard fundraiser received great reviews from families who were involved, and Peer
Advocates were able to make $500 in profit.

“I liked envisioning the excitement of the kids that would potentially pick out the eggs and enjoy the
treats in them, especially knowing that I was part of their fun,” said Peer Advocate Vinesah Mumar.

____________________________________________________________________________

School Groups Unite to Fight Tobacco
Collage by Kellyan Ruiz, Class of 2022
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