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From the classroom to the board room, Mary Harper has
served in about every educational capacity at Shelbyville
Central Schools. Some of those roles go back years before
her time in the central office spotlight.

“Only the old Hendricks Elementary teachers know this
fact: Mary actually taught PE one year, half-days,” former
Hendricks colleague Nicole Terrell said. “She did a
wonderful job, too.”

Harper spent the other half of each day as part-time High
Ability Coordinator, another of her many roles. After
graduation from Ball State University, Harper started her
career in 1982 as a special education teacher at
Indianapolis Public School No. 74 before moving in 1985
to Shelbyville’s old Thomas A. Hendricks Elementary
building on W. Taylor Street, where she taught multiple
subjects. She was later named principal at the new
Hendricks building on St. Joseph Street and, in 2009,
assistant superintendent of Shelbyville Central Schools.
She has served as superintendent since 2019.

Although her responsibilities increased over the decades,
Harper’s focus remained the same.

“Mary always put kids first and always looked for ways to
help families,” Andy Orem, one of Harper’s hires at
Hendricks and current guidance counselor at Shelbyville
Middle School, said.

Her interest in the community was obvious at every level.
Terrell, who shared a classroom with her in the early
years, recalled that Harper was part of a teacher group
that wrote a Shelby County history unit.

“I vividly remember doing the Shelby County walking tour 

SCS Staff Reflect on Retiring 
Superintendent's Servant Leadership

that all third grade classes took at that time, and, as a new
teacher, soaking in everything that was being shown and
said on this history tour with Mary,” Terrell said. “I
remember thinking that I grew up in Shelbyville and never
knew most of the things we were teaching the kids. I felt
that I was a student being taught by an awesome teacher."

That attention to detail has served Harper well during her
time as superintendent, which coincided with the
coronavirus pandemic. Corporation Health Services
Director Michelle Herbert said she appreciated Harper’s
focus on the specifics of ever-changing federal, state and
local health and safety guidelines.

“In her position, she has tough decisions to make, and she
often suffers criticism, but you never have to doubt if she
is making up her own rules. She won’t waiver to spare
herself. She’ll do what is right for students and staff,”
Herbert said. 

After countless after-hours calls between the two over
months of the pandemic, Herbert remembers Feb. 22,
2022 as particularly memorable, when the SCS board
voted to end the mask mandate, and students no longer
would quarantine due to being a close contact.
“Administrators, teachers, staff, parents and students
could focus on a normal school day,” Herbert said.

Harper’s daughter, Molly Collins, can also vouch for the
superintendent’s thoroughness.

“She is so knowledgeable,” Collins, Dean of Students at
Shelbyville High School, said. “She is able to care deeply,
but also be fair in any big decision she has to make. We
joke that when I need to talk to her about school things, I
have to ask her which person I’m talking to, mom or Mary 



Servant Leadership, Con't.
Harper when speaking in a school setting.”

From mom to administrator, Harper’s career has been
marked by a balance of steadiness and envisioning the
future.

“How she finds the time to run the school corporation,
especially through a pandemic, yet still have inside
knowledge of new academic programs, curriculum, laws,
policies, grants, bonds and construction-related topics is
truly amazing,” Susan Wettrick, the superintendent’s
secretary, said.

A strong curriculum, the implementation of a Parent Fair,
construction of a new high school athletic fieldhouse and
renovations at elementary schools are just some of the
markers that define Harper’s tenure. But the impact of her
leadership is most understood by those who worked for
her.

“I remember feeling like I’d won the lottery by being part of
her staff,” art teacher Dawn Adams, another Harper hire at
Hendricks, said. “She treated everyone with respect and
she was always very professional, but beyond that, she
had a heart for her students that came through, and they
loved her because they knew that she loved them.”

When second grader Breonna Martin was diagnosed with
a life-threatening brain tumor in 2008, Harper reached out
to Breonna’s mother, Michelle, and younger brother,
Chandler, to offer help.

“(Harper) would go out of her way,” Michelle Martin said.
“She helped us save pop tabs; she helped me with my son
a couple of nights so I could be at the hospital. She does
her job, yes, but she didn’t have to do any of that.”

In later years, Harper routinely attended Chandler’s
athletic competitions and connected him to her own son,
Ted Harper, Sports Dietician and Nutritionist for the NFL’s
New England Patriots.

Breonna, 25, has survived multiple brain surgeries and is
doing well today. Chandler is completing a master’s
degree.

“(Harper) is just the most helpful person,” Martin said. “At
one of the lowest points in my life, she was there for us.”

Harper provided that same level of servant leadership in 
the assistant superintendent and superintendent 
positions

“As a principal working for her, she always offered her 
assistance, not just advice,” Kathleen Miltz, current 
assistant superintendent and former SHS principal, said. 
“If we were working on a project she would come over and 
help complete certain portions, so it wasn't overwhelming. 
She did that for everyone, because she wanted to make 
sure that if it was worthwhile, it got completed in a high- 
quality fashion.”

After four decades in the field, Harper will retire at the end 
of June. She and her husband, Scott, a teacher at SMS, no 
doubt look forward to time with their four grandchildren.

“I have enjoyed working with Mary for the last 14 years, 
but am excited for her as she starts a new chapter in her 
life that won’t involve 4 a.m. wake-up calls to check road 
conditions, endless meetings and attending numerous 
evening events,” Wettrick said.

BELOW: Mrs. Harper with fellow office staff members during 
her tenure as principal at Hendricks Elementary.



“The best moment for sure was seeing their faces of 
exhilaration when we were announced as the first 
place overall sweepstakes winner for small schools,” 
Campbell said. “(The students) were certainly not 
expecting it and were very excited for both 
themselves and each other.”

The sweepstakes trophies are based on a tally of 
points accrued by all school participants throughout 
the weekend.

“It truly was a team effort,” Campbell said.
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Golden Bear Latin Team Takes 
Top State Convention Prize

Shelbyville 
High School

After four years of leading students at a similar competition 
in Virginia before she arrived at Shelbyville High School, Latin 
and Etymology teacher Whitney Campbell knew she wanted 
to start a new tradition here. Even after nine years of 
successful participation in the Indiana Junior Classical League 
State Latin Convention, hosted in Bloomington, the Golden 
Bear team continues its string of successes, including a first 
place overall showing in small school sweepstakes this year - 
a first for Shelbyville. Local students also took home 62 Top- 
10 placings.

“I had a terrific group of girls this year. None of them had 
even been to our normal two-day, overnight Convention 
before,” Campbell said of the event’s move to a virtual format 
during the pandemic. “They embraced it 100 percent without 
complaint.”

In addition to required academic tests, Campbell expects 
students to participate in at least two optional contests. It 
was a challenge gladly accepted by eighth-grader Cora Flynn, 
who joined the high school team for the highlight of her year.
Her love of Latin derivatives started at a third-grade spell 
bowl and took off in Campbell’s etymology class at SMS. “I fell 
in love with the language and history,” Flynn said.

It was obvious the entire team - including Madelyn Scott, 
Isabella Bradburn, Anna Ballast, Sharielis Rodriguez, Andrea 
Rosales, Lilly Conners, Leila Patrick and Olivia Bowman - 
share that passion.

Madelyn Scott even created replica Roman jewelry to sell at a 
convention bazaar, which raised a couple of hundred dollars 
to help offset the cost of next year’s trip. Team members also 
participated in assemblies, state officer elections and donned 
togas for a “Roman Banquet” lunch. But the concluding 
awards ceremony was the highlight.



The close to this school year is shaping up to be the most 
normal since 2019 - and students aren’t the only ones relieved. 
Teachers who started their careers during the pandemic 
appreciate finally being able to assign group projects and 
flexible seating arrangements. Two years after the sudden 
shut-down of schools nationwide, educators starting their 
careers at Shelbyville Middle School during that time have been 
impressed with students’ resilience and ability to analyze 
current events.

“It is interesting and exciting to hear how much global and 
current news my students keep up on, mainly through Tiktoks,” 
sixth grade social studies teacher Haley Bate said.

Class discussions have included comparing and contrasting 
current to past national and global events.

“They have so much access to information via technology, and 
it is exciting to see that they are using that access to stay 
informed about the world around them,” Bate said.

Despite limitations to performing arts classes and possible 
permanent changes to the industry, Theatre teacher Michaela
Strausbaugh, who started her first full-time position here in Fall

2021, witnessed a resurgence when auditions re-opened.

“What prevailed was the universal idea that in times of 
isolation, uncertainty, anxiety, etc., the world turns to art,” 
she said.

Strausbaugh helped drive home that point during one unit 
with an assignment to create a costume out of refuse. 
Students gathered recyclable materials, toilet paper and 
items such as broken string lights to create a unique 
costume. A “fashion show” - complete with speaker and 
microphone - was then held in the hallway.

“It seems silly, but the assignment represented so much 
more than having a student tape trash to their shirts,” 
Strausbaugh said. “It was the act of creating art out of 
‘nothing’: scraps, garbage, etc. - and how symbolic it was of 
our students' experiences during this crazy time."

Second-year math teacher Matt Thomas agreed with that 
sentiment. “It has been so encouraging to see how everyone 
has rolled with all of the punches these last two years,” he 
said, before adding rhetorically, “How has it been two 
years?”

New Teachers Reflect on 
Student Learning in Pandemic

Shelbyville 
Middle School
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COULSTON 

ELEMENTARY
C O M E T S  R E - I M A G I N E  
M A R C H  M A D N E S S  E V E N T  
March Madness had a whole new 
meaning this year for Comets who 
participated in the school library’s 
Tournament of Books. The initiative, 
organized by school librarian Megan 
Jeanette, was in tandem with a 
student-set goal of reading 10,000 
books collectively. Once each student 
finishes a book, Assistant Principal 
Nicci Sargent takes a photo and 
posts it on the wall for everyone to 
see who read what.

“Our ultimate goal for the initiative is
for students to fall in love with 
reading and to read what they enjoy,” 
Sargent said. 

Jeanette created a large bracket 
featuring the top 16 most checked- 
out picture and chapter books at the 
school. Students then voted on their 
favorites to see them advance on the 
bracket. Following a spirited battle, 
“The Couch Potato” won out of a 
Final Four that included “A Perfectly 
Messed Up Story,” “The Great 
Eggscape” and “The Pigeon Finds a  
Hot Dog.” Jeanette is planning to take 
profits from this year’s book fair

to buy a banner with printed 
brackets so she can just add pictures 
in the future. “My favorite part was 
when (Principal) Mr. Guilfoy 
announced The Tournament of 
Books winners on the afternoon 
announcements, and I could hear the 
kids cheering down the hallway,” 
Jeanette said.

The party continued last week when 
administrators announced the goal 
had been exceeded: 10,057 books in 
three-and-a-half months. “Students 
were so proud and excited to have 
read so many books for fun,” Sargent 
said. “It was fabulous!"

The return of the Cultural Fair after a 
pandemic hiatus was a team effort.
 
“We wanted students and families to have 
an event that was all about them,
something they got to write the narrative 
for,” Kayla Gaddie, Multilingual Learner 
(MLL) Specialist at Coulston, said. Gaddie 
was joined by her counterparts at 
Hendricks, Lindsay Kalkhoff, and Loper, 
Olivia Platt, as well as MLL assistants and 
assistant principals in planning the fair, 
held this year at Hendricks Elementary.
 
Despite the time off, 325 people, including 
students and their families from eight 
areas (Mexico, Puerto Rico, Japan, 
Malaysia, Italy, Spain, Honduras and 
Palestine) outside the U.S. enjoyed food, 
posters and interactive displays.
 
“Everyone was sampling the different 
foods and even getting recipes from the 
presenters to take home and make on 
their own,” Hendricks Elementary Assistant 
Principal Colleen Fosnight said.
 
But the experience was about more than 
food and information.
 
“It was our hope that this event could help 
people see how diverse culture is even 
within the same culture, and that it would 
help people move beyond shallow 
understandings of what culture is and 
begin to see and celebrate the depth of it,” 
Gaddie said.
 
Future fair plans include connecting with 
the middle and high schools and 
community resources. The Blue River 
Community Foundation also recently 
awarded the initiative a grant to cover 
some expenses.
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Hurricanes Experience Earth Day

Hendricks students celebrated Earth Day this year 
through a variety of engaging activities: hiking, 
identifying plants and animals, taking home a tree 
sapling, even creating a themed snack.

“No better time to reinforce the importance of the 
Earth than on Earth Day,” first grade teacher Carmen 
Fansler said.
 
After an introductory lesson from Shelby County 
Recycling District Educator Ann Warble Haehl, Fansler’s 
class dug deeper into the importance of worms and 
how natural nutrients help produce fruits and 
vegetables. A study of soil and plants followed. They 
were then ready for dessert.
 
“In first grade, we have a daily snack time. I thought, 
what better way to revisit the ideas we had been 
studying in Science than with a dessert,” Fansler said.

The result was a spin on the traditional dirt pudding 
recipe made in individual cups. Students broke up  

Oreos to represent the rocky bottom layer of Earth,
then mixed ingredients to create a “subsoil” layer, then
measured the milk and whisked to make pudding. The
final layer was composed of crushed Oreo topsoil.
Worms - gummy, of course - were added to help build
nutrients back into the healthy soil.

“They thought it was delicious,” Fansler said. “Any time
hands-on learning can be presented, the material is
remembered.”

Second grade classes enjoyed hands-on learning, as
well, and away from school at that. Students walked
along the trail in Blue River Memorial Park while
participating in a nature scavenger hunt. This activity,
too, was an extension of Mrs. Haehl’s lessons on
recycling, landfills, animals in nature, trees and
decomposition.

“We stopped and chatted about the trees, flowers,
things in the river, insects, etc.,“ teacher Nicole Terrell
said.

Students used apps to identify birds and trees. They
also collected various flowers and nature items along
the trail in bags, which will be used for a Mother’s Day
surprise. Students then received tree saplings,
provided by high school science teacher Chris Lux.

Food was also an important part of the second graders’
experience. The Hendricks Parent-Teacher
Organization purchased Papa John’s pizza, which was
enjoyed at the park shelter house.

Terrell said she appreciated seeing students connect
what they had learned in class to nature. The staff also
encouraged students to continue exploring.

“They were exhausted,” Terrell said. “We told them to
start putting down the video games and start going
outside to play and enjoy nature.” 
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L O P E R C H A U N  C E L E B R A T E S  
D E C A D E  O F  S U C C E S S  
The applause heard each year from a 
Loper Elementary workroom means 
one thing: Mike Wallace’s 
Loperchaun entry has been received. 
The race is official. 

“He’s always Bib No. 1,” Loper 
teacher Stephanie Branson said of 
Wallace, who has participated in all 
ten contests.

Branson has been there since the 
beginning, too. The race started in 
2012 after faculty brainstormed ways 
to raise money without kids selling 
anything. Since Branson and two 
other staff members ran together 
after school; the idea of a 
“Leprechaun 5K” was born.

“It was a beautiful day and people 
hung out and cheered at the finish 
line,” teacher Kim Berry said. “It had a 
block party feel to it. While talking 
with some students after the race, 

one of them said we should call it the 
‘Loperchaun’ race, and we all loved 
that idea.”

A decade later, Branson and Berry 
now take organizing roles, and the 
event has grown to include goodie 
bags, mileage markers on the route, 
a face painter and selfie station. The 
student winner of a t-shirt design 
contest becomes the official race 
starter. Other Kindergarten classes 
create “leprechaun traps” and help 
decorate the cafe.

“The Loperchaun has a lot of moving 
parts and requires a lot of 
volunteers. Our staff go out and seek 

sponsorships, promote the 
event in our building and then 
volunteer their time on a 
Saturday,” Berry said.

The race has raised over 
$30,000 for Loper Elementary 
since it started and created 
countless memorable moments. 
“My favorite memories are when 
our former Bulldogs come back 
as middle schoolers and high 
schoolers to run,” Branson said. 

Berry agreed. “This is always a 
staff favorite because we love to 
see our Bulldogs grow up!” 

Despite literally freezing 
temperatures - it was zero when 
the race began - 2022 was 
another success. “It was so cold 
that the water at the water 
station was freezing,” Berry said. 
“We raised $4,580 this year, so 
we were thrilled, even though we 
were frozen.” 
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MISSED THE FAIR?
PARENTS CAN STILL REGISTER CHILDREN FOR KINDERGARTEN BY VISITING YOUR CHILD'S ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL AND COMPLETING A REGISTRATION PACKET DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS.

 

August 3rd marks the first
day of school, but the fun has
already begun for incoming
kindergarteners. 

Teachers Ellen Mahan and
Diane Seals again hosted a
“preschool booth” at the
recent Parent Fair, which
provides readiness skills and
free books, even a Silly Safari
Animal Show during childcare
while parents gather
information. The booth’s
theme changes annually, and
has featured counting,
nursery rhymes, writing, and,
most recently, literacy skills. 

“We try to always make sure
that the activities presented
have a hands-on component.
Something that will help to
strengthen their fine motor
skills and their critical thinking
skills,” Mahan said.

The corporation provides a
book and accompanying
activities to each family. This
year’s selection was “Ribbit”
by Rodrigo Folgueira.

“We always recommend that
parents read with their child
for 20 minutes each day, then
we may provide them with
questions or activities that
will improve their child's
phonemic awareness, letter
naming or knowledge of
parts of the book,” Mahan
said.

The Fair, which Seals calls
“the highlight” of the year,
allows parents to visit 35
community organization
booths and kids to explore
activities, including a school
bus parked out front of the
middle school.

“The children are always
excited to be the focus of the
evening as we teachers aim
to connect with them at their
level, and parents are excited,
as well,” Seals said.
 
Parents routinely give the
program rave reviews. Abby
O’Connor said her young
twins loved the experience,
as did she.

“Even living in this
community I was not aware
of some of the youth
programming and health-
related services. There were
plenty of booths to visit and
friendly faces delivering
great information,”
O’Connor said.

Amber Lovitt, another
parent of an incoming
kindergartener, said she
enjoyed meeting one-on-
one with staff members. “It
was especially impactful to
meet the administration
and teachers who will soon
play a significant role in my
son’s life and education,”
she said. 

Ultimately, the Parent Fair is
about more than this
August, or even school in
general, Mrs. Mahan said.
“Playful learning helps both
children and parents create
lasting bonds and find joy in
discovering and mastering
new concepts.”


