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Legion, volunteers mark 
veterans graves with flags

BY DAN IRWIN
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Even as they placed the 
flags, they shook their heads.

Around 30 volunteers 
turned out Saturday morning 
to take part in the pre-Memo-
rial Day placement of  flags 
on the graves of  veterans at 
Greenwood Cemetery.

The cemetery, though, has 
lacked constant care and 
upkeep for a few years, to 
which waves of  overgrown 
grass that obscure both mark-
ers and holes attest. With at 

least 937 veterans buried on 
the 46-acre grounds, those 
who came to honor their 
memory also lamented the 
condition of  their final rest-
ing place.

“Today is about respecting 
and honoring our veterans,” 
said Bill Schafer, commander 
of  American Legion Post 343, 
which organizes the yearly 
event. “But it’s so neglected. 
It’s been neglected for years. 
The grass in some places is as 
high as two feet. Down in the 
old, old section, the bridge is 
horribly damaged; you can 

hardly walk across.”
Schafer said that there 

could be as many as 200 more 
veterans buried in Green-
wood whose graves are not 
identifiable.

“If  we can just get this 
cleaned up, we want to start 
a program to identify them,” 
he said.

Scott Haas, a member of  
the Veterans X Rider motor-
cycle organization, teamed 
up with Amy Goldstein to 
place new flags. Haas is a DAN IRWIN | NEWS 

Scott Haas and Amy Goldstein wade through overgrown grass to 
place flags on veterans’ graves at Greenwood Cemetery.

Wilmington junior claims DYW title
BY DAN IRWIN

NEW CASTLE NEWS

Kinsley Shimrack went into 
the weekend with a built-in 
support system.

The Wilmington High junior 
came out of it with the title of  
Lawrence County’s 2023 Dis-
tinguished Young Woman.

And the two things were not 
mutually exclusive.

For starters, there was 
Kinsley’s sister, Raleigh, a Dis-
tinguished Young Woman con-
testant in 2018 who offered her 
younger sibling a few pointers 
prior to Saturday’s event at 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral.

“She told me to relax, and 
just to be myself,” Kinsley 
said, “because I get kind of  
stressed out by things like this. 
She said, ‘As long as you’re 

having fun, and doing what 
you love, you’re going to do 
great.’ ”

Kinsley is the daughter of  
Robb and Lindsey Shimrack. 
Dad is the Wilmington High 
boys basketball coach, and 
pep talks are a part of the job. 
He gave his daughter one just 
prior to the event.

“He dropped me off at The 
Cathedral (Saturday),” Kins-

ley said, “and he said, ‘Kinsley, 
it’s Game Day. Go and do good, 
I love you, you’re going to do 
great. But it’s Game Day.’ ”

Perhaps just as important 
was her father’s encourage-
ment after Kinsley had been 
involved in an accident Thurs-
day on her way home from 
rehearsal.

GRACE BEAL | NEWS
Laurel’s Natalie Alfano, left, last year’s champion,   awards Kinsley Shimrack with a sash and prize after winning the pageant.

Pennsylvania Senate hopeful 
Fetterman recovering from stroke

HARRISBURG (AP) — Penn-
sylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetter-
man, the leading Democrat in 
the state’s high-profile Senate 
contest, suffered a stroke just 
days before the primary elec-
tion but was on his way to a 
“full recovery,” his campaign 
said on Sunday.

The 52-year-old Fetterman, 
who confirmed that he had 
been hospitalized all weekend, 
insisted the health emergency 
wasn’t slowing his campaign. 

But the stunning revelation, 
two days before Pennsylva-
nia’s primary, created a cloud 
of uncertainty over the Dem-
ocratic front-runner’s candi-
dacy in what may be one of  
the party’s best Senate pickup 
opportunities.

“Feeling good, all things con-
sidered,” Fetterman said in a 
text message to The Associat-
ed Press.THE PATRIOT-NEWS

John Fetterman arrives at the Holy Hound Tap Room in downtown 
York, Pa., on Thursday.

SEE VETERANS, A2

‘Abortion is 
health care:’ 
supporters

rally in 
Harrisburg

BY ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI HARRISBURG BUREAU

HARRISBURG — Advocates 
for abortion care and repro-
ductive rights crowded out-
side the Pennsylvania State 
Capitol on Saturday, united 
behind a message shared 
at sibling rallies across the 
country: Abortion bans vio-
late human rights.

At least 1,000 people ral-
lied on the steps outside the 
main entrance at State and 
Third streets. Many carried 
signs deriding attempts by 
anti-abortion lawmakers to 
outlaw the medical procedure.

Guest speakers called on 
attendees to organize support 
at home and warned against 
not just a pending decision in 
the Supreme Court that could 
trigger bans across half  the 
country, but a potential con-
stitutional amendment open-
ing the door to do just that in 
Pennsylvania, too.

They cautioned against the 
potential ramifications for all 
women, particularly those in 
marginalized communities: 
Black, Latino, indigenous, 
low-income, rural.

“We are furious. We are 
outraged. And, we are united. 
Get your bans off  our bod-
ies,” Dayle Steinberg, CEO, 
Planned Parenthood South-
eastern Pennsylvania, said 
in fiery remarks beckoning 
some of the event’s loudest 
cheers.

“Bans Off  Our Bodies” ral-
lies, organized by progressive 
groups including Planned 
Parenthood and Women’s 
March, mobilized supporters 
less than two weeks after a 
draft opinion of  a majority of  
U.S. Supreme Court justices 
signaled federal abortion pro-
tections will be struck down.

As written, it would over-
turn the landmark Supreme 
Court 1973 decision in Roe v. 
Wade that legalized abortion 

SEE FETTERMAN, A2

SEE DYW, A3

SEE ABORTION, A2

Family Craft 
Center

1003 Wilmington Avenue | 724-654-4040
Monday thru Friday 10am to 6pm; Saturday 10am to 4pm

All goods are 50% off until we close.
Receipts prior to 50% off sale will be honored and doubled.
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“It’s been a roller 
coaster,” Kinsley said of  
her emotions after the 
incident, from which she 
emerged uninjured. “My 
dad told me, ‘don’t let this 
car accident influence 
any sad feelings through-
out the show. You just 
have to be yourself.’

“And I think that the 
program itself was kind 
of weirdly perfect timing 
because it was a way to 
get my mind off every-
thing that had happened, 
because that was weigh-
ing on my mind a lot. 
This program helped me 
stray away from the sad 
feelings.”

Apparently, with family 
advice like that, Kinsley 
couldn’t lose. Still, she 
admits she was anxious 
in the moments before 
she heard her name 
called as Distinguished 
Young Woman.

“I was standing there, 
waiting for them to 
announce the winner,” 
she said, “and my legs 
were shaking, because I 
was nervous for myself  
and for all the girls, hon-
estly.

“Then they called my 
name, and I couldn’t 

believe it. It didn’t feel 
real at all. I’ve always 
watched the program, 
and I’ve always seen 
the girls who won; they 
have been these amazing 
people. I never thought I 
could take their place in 
that sort of way.”

Rosanne C. Palladino, 
the program chairper-
son, believes Kinsley 
certainly earned her spot 
on the list of the event’s 
winners.

“Kinsley is a very tal-
ented, intelligent and 

sweet young woman,” 
Palladino said, “and 
exemplifies the qualities 
of a Distinguished Young 
Woman.”

In addition to the over-
all title, Kinsley also won 
the night’s Self-Expres-
sion Award, as well as the 
Highest Cakewalk Sales 
and Community Service 
awards.

Kinsley has performed 
in the New Castle 
Regional Ballet’s annual 
presentation of “The 
Nutcracker.” She also is a 
Pre-Ballet Class assistant 
and teaches basic chore-
ography to young danc-
ers. Small wonder, then, 
that one of her career 
goals is to be a profes-
sional ballet dancer.

The other is to become 
an occupational thera-
pist.

“I love ballet and I want 
to see how far I can get,” 
she said, “but also occu-
pational therapy is some-
thing that has interested 
me for the past couple 
of years. I think I could 
go to different places 
through that. So they’re 
both kind of different, 
but I feel like going to 
college (Butler Univer-
sity), learning some 
new things, will help me 

decide my career path.”
Kinsley’s local title 

qualifies her to compete 
for state Distinguished 
Young Women honors on 
Aug. 6 at the Strand The-
ater in Zelienople. A win 
there would send her to 
national competition in 
Alabama.

No matter how far 
she goes, Kinsley knows 
her support system will 
remain solid. Indeed, she 
believes, it already has 
grown.

“After the car accident, 
all of the girls (her fellow 
contestants) reached out 
to me, and they were all 
really comforting, and 
helped me talk through 
it,” she said.

“The whole program 
was such a nice experi-
ence. At the orientation 
dinner, Rosanne told us 
there were six weeks to 
the show. … Through 
those six weeks I met so 
many girls in my area 
that I didn’t know, and 
that was probably the 
best part of the program. 
I know that they’re 
going to be my friends 
and support me through 
everything that I do, and 
I’m going to support them 
through everything they 
do.”
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Sunrise: 6:01 a.m.
Sunset: 8:34 p.m.

WEATHER
TONIGHT: Storms. 

Low: 52.
TOMORROW: Storms. 

High: 67.

LOTTERY
PENNSYLVANIA

SATURDAY EVENING 
WILD CARD: 2

Pick 2: 83
Pick 3: 446
Pick 4: 0735
Pick 5: 88983
Cash 5: 01-09-13-15-20
Match 6: 02-08-12-31-36-48

SATURDAY MIDDAY
WILD CARD: 7

Pick 2: 06
Pick 3: 650
Pick 4: 9914
Pick 5: 56015
Treasure Hunt: 09-10-15-
21-28

SUNDAY EVENING
WILD CARD: 2

Pick 2: 95
Pick 3: 099
Pick 4: 1551
Pick 5: 80789
Cash 5: 12-15-24-32-39
Match 6: 09-11-13-25-26-36

SUNDAY MIDDAY
WILD CARD: 8

Pick 2: 23
Pick 3: 003
Pick 4: 2897
Pick 5: 87224
Treasure Hunt: 05-15-16-
25-27

OHIO
SATURDAY EVENING

Pick 3: 488
Pick 4: 6564
Pick 5: 05562
Rolling Cash 5: 02-06-18-
27-38
Lotto: 05-17-19-21-22-25
Kicker: 700263

SATURDAY MIDDAY
Pick 3: 803
Pick 4: 0485
Pick 5: 05482

SUNDAY EVENING
Pick 3: 891
Pick 4: 9779
Pick 5: 21829
Rolling Cash 5: 01-07-21-
32-34

SUNDAY MIDDAY
Pick 3: 372
Pick 4: 9331
Pick 5: 57049

MULTI-STATE
Powerball: 06-40-41-45-52
Power Ball: 09
Power Play: 3x

Common pleas 
 sentences

J. CRAIG COX
Michael Rao Jr. — Fol-

lowing a guilty plea to 
stalking, the defendant was 
sentenced to a period of 
confinement for a minimum 
of 217 days to a maximum 
of 435 days with 435 days 
served. He is to pay court 
costs and fees of $878.75.

Michael Rao Jr. — Follow-
ing a guilty plea to child 
pornography, the defendant 
was sentenced to a period of 
confinement for a mimimum 
of 18 months to a maximum 
of 40 months with 435 days 
served. He is to pay court 
costs and fees of $887.75.

John Booker — Following 
a guilty plea to corruption 
of minors-defendant 18 or 
above, the defendant was 
sentenced to a period of 
confinement for a minimum 
of two years and six months 
to a maximum of five years 
with 298 days served. 
Following a guilty plea to 
indecent assault on person 
less than 16 years of age, the 
defendant was sentenced 
to a period of confinement 
for a minimum of one year 
to a maximum of two years. 
He is to pay court costs and 
fees of $720.25.

John Booker — Following 
a guilty plea to driving under 
the influence, the defendant 
was sentenced to a period of 
confinement for a minimum 
of four days to a maximum 
of six months with four days 
served. Following a guilty 
plea to driving while operat-
ing privileges suspended or 
revoked, the defendant was 
given no further penalty. 
He is to pay court costs and 
fees of $990.25 and fines of 
$940.25.

DOMINICK MOTTO
Jermaine Flamer — Fol-

lowing a guilty plea to 
manufacture, delivery or 
possession with intent to 
manufacture or deliver, the 
defendant was sentenced 
to a period of confinement 
for a minimum of two years 
to a maximum of four years 
with 80 days served. He is to 
pay court costs and fees of 
$940.25.

Continued or moved: 
Devonte Jeter, Mark McLar-
en, Laina Winters, Kayla 
Lutton, Jamal Hopkins, 
David Mengel, Anthony Pye.

Inactive: Sean Nixon

Retired New Castle firefighter 
asks for pension increase

BY PETE SIRIANNI
NEW CASTLE NEWS

A retired city fire-
fighter is asking for a 
cost of  living increase.

John McCormick, of  
North Beaver Town-
ship, came before city 
council on Thursday 
and spoke about how 
pension earners haven’t 
received a cost of  living 
increase in more than 
two decades.

“We haven’t had an 
increase in 23 years,” 
McCormick said. 

“I know everyone 
here got some sort of  
increase in their pay-

check in the last 23 
years, except the fire-
fighters.”

McCormick spoke 
about the increased 
costs in the last year, 
especially the last 
two months. He said 
four people who were 
receiving pensions 
— three firefighters 
and one widow — died 
in the last year. That 
means, he said, there is 
$6,543.71 per month that 
is not being paid out. 

His plan would be to 
divide that up among 
the 40 participants left 
in the pension fund.

“If  you do that, if  you 

can grant $163 or $165 if  
you want to round it off, 
it’s not going to affect 
the bottom line of  what 
they’re paying out right 
now,” he said.

Council also approved 
a number of  items at 
Thursday’s meeting.

•Approved $10,000 
grants to Baron Heating 
& Air Conditioning Co. 
and Divine Butterfly 
Supply. A similar grant 
proposal of  $6,797 to 
Paul Lynch Invest-
ments, Inc. was not 
voted on after it died for 
a lack of  motion.

•Committed $221,234 
to the New Castle Area 

Transit Authority for 
its local contribution.

•Authorized $3,400 
to have the archway 
entrance at Cascade 
Park repainted.

•Authorized $6,380 to 
replace the patio stair-
case at Sylvan Heights 
Golf  course and $8,380 
to replace the deck. Up 
to $5,000 was authorized 
to be spent on beer and 
alcoholic slushies at the 
course.

Seven public hear-
ings are scheduled 
for Monday night in 
council chambers. The 
public hearings begin at 
5:30 p.m.

Either way, check 
out the Real Estate

section in the 
New Castle News

Buying or 
Selling?

Do you have a News tip?
Call us at (724) 654-6651

GRACE BEAL | NEWS
Kinsley Shimrack claimed 
the Distinguished Young 
Woman prize on Saturday.

GRACE BEAL | NEWS
Kinsley Shimrack reacts after being named Distinguished Young Woman winner on Saturday.

The following contes-
tants claimed awards 
Saturday at the 2023 
Distinguished Young 
Women event at the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral.

2023 Lawrence 
County Distinguished 
Young Woman: Kins-
ley Shimrack

First Runner-up: 
Alexandria Bender

Second Runner-up: 
Parker Jendrysik

Third Runner-Up: 
Amber Medved

Spirit Award: Mia Conti
Fitness Award: Alay-

na DeCarbo
Self-Expression: 

Kinsley Shimrack
Talent: Brianna Mas-

tropietro
Scholarship: Amber 

Medved
Interview: Alexan-

dria Bender

Highest cake walk 
sales: Kinsley Shim-
rack

Last One Standing 
Los Amigos Award: 
Parker Jendrysik, Mia 
Conti, Katelyn Stivers

Highest raffle ticket 
sales: Brianna Mastro-
pietro

Highest ticket and 
ad sales: Parker Jend-
rysik, Alayna DeCarbo, 
Brianna Mastropietro

Perfect attendance: 
Alayna DeCarbo, Kins-
ley Shimrack, Danielle 
Memo, Mia Conti, 
Brianna Mastropietro, 
Parker Jendrysik

Highest SAT score: 
Alexandria Bender

Highest SAT math 
score: Alexandria 
Bender

Highest SAT verbal 
score: Amber Medved

Be Your Best Self 
Essay: Alexandria Bend-
er

Eric Butch Essay: 
Parker Jendrysik

Community Service 
Award: Kinsley Shim-

rack
Mary Ellen Connel-

ly Scholarship: Jose-
phine Buckel

Anonymous Schol-
arship for a Career in 
Law: Danielle Memo

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  Y O U N G  W O M E N  AWA R D  W I N N E R S

DYW: Wilmington junior Shimrack claims crown
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Whiting Roll-Offs, Inc.

Call Us Now! 724-971-0447

NEW LOWER PRICES!

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK
TAKE $10 OFF

10 Yard............................$245
12 Yard............................$265
15 Yard............................$305
20 Yard............................$370
30 Yard............................$510
40 Yard............................$715
Above prices are a 1 week rental.


