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Foster Care Student Regulations  

To Aid In Implementation of Federal Law  

 

 T h e  E ver y  S t ud en t  Su cc eed s  Ac t  ( “ E SS A”)  a dd res ses  ad d i t i o na l  p ro t ec t i on s  

f o r  s t u de n t s  i n  f os t e r  ca r e  a nd  e s t ab l i s he s  a  s ys t e m o f  j o in t  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  f or  

s ch oo l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  Ka nsa s  S t a t e  Dep ar t me n t  o f  E duc a t i on  ( “KS DE”) ,  an d  t h e  

Ka nsa s  Dep ar t me n t  fo r  Ch i l d r e n  a nd  Fa mi l i e s  ( “DCF”)  t o  e nsu re  t he  e du ca t i on a l  

s t ab i l i t y  o f  s t u de n t s  i n  f os t e r  ca r e .  

 F or  t he  p u rp os es  o f  t h es e  r e gu l a t i o ns ,  “ f os t e r  ca r e”  mean s  2 4 -h our  

s ub s t i t u t e  ca r e  f o r  ch i l d r en  p l ace d  a wa y f r o m t he i r  p a re n t s  and  fo r  wh o m a  c h i ld  

we l f a r e  a ge nc y  h as  p l a ce me n t  an d  ca r e  du t i e s .   T h i s  i n c lu de s ,  b u t  i s  no t  l i mi t ed  

t o ,  p l a ce me n t s  i n  f os t e r  f a mi l y  h o mes ,  f o s t e r  h o mes  o f  r e l a t i ves ,  g ro up  ho me s ,  

e me r gen c y  she l t e r s ,  r e s i den t i a l  f ac i l i t i e s ,  ch i l d -c a re  i n s t i t u t i o ns ,  a nd  p re -

a do p t i ve  h o mes .      

 T ra ns por t a t i on  o f  S tu de n t s  i n  Fo s t e r  Ca re  

 E S S A re qu i r e s  ea ch  Ka nsa s  s c ho o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  c o l l ab ora t e  wi t h  c h i l d  we l f a r e  

a ge nc i e s ,  su ch  a s  DCF  a nd  t r i b a l  c h i l d  we l f a r e  a ge nc i e s ,  t o  d e ve l o p  a nd  i mp le me n t  

c l ea r ,  wr i t t en  p r oc edu res  f o r  h o w t r a nsp or t a t i o n  t o  ma in t a in  a  s t ud en t  i n  f os t e r  

c a re  i n  h i s  o r  he r  s ch o o l  o f  o r i g in  ( whe n  in  t he  s t ud en t ’ s  bes t  i n t e r e s t )  wi l l  b e  

p ro v id ed ,  a r r an ge d ,  a nd  fu nde d .   T he  p r oce dur es  mu s t  e ns u re  t ha t  t he  

t r an sp or t a t i o n  wi l l  b e  p r o vi de d  p ro mp t ly ,  i n  a  co s t -e f f e c t i ve  ma n ner ,  an d  i n  

a cc ord anc e  w i th  f e de r a l  l a w.   Al s o ,  t h e y  mu s t  ad dr es s  h o w add i t i o na l  c os t s  wi l l  

b e  abs o r bed .   T he r e fo re ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  an y  a dd i t i o na l  co s t s  i n cu r r ed  t o  ma in t a i n  a  

f os t e r  c a r e  s t ude n t  i n  h i s  o r  he r  s c ho o l  o f  o r i g i n ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  wi l l  p ro v id e  t he  

t r an sp or t a t i o n  i f :  
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1 .   DCF a gr ees  t o  r e imb u r se  t he  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t he  a dd i t i o na l  c os t s ;  

2 .   T h e  d i s t r i c t  a g re es  t o  pa y  t he  a dd i t i ona l  c os t s ;  o r  

 3 .   DCF an d  t he  d i s t r i c t  sp l i t  t he  ad d i t i ona l  c os t s .    

 Up on  r e que s t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  p ro v id e  a n  a s s u ra nce  t o  K SDE  th a t  t he  

d i s t r i c t  ha s  t r a nsp or t a t i o n  p ro ce dur es  mee t i n g  t he  ab o ve  r eq u i r e me n t s .    

Ad d i t i on a l  Cos t s  

 “ Addi t i o na l  co s t s ”  r e f l ec t  t he  d i f f e r e nc e  be t wee n  wh a t  t he  d i s t r i c t  wo u ld  

s pe nd  t o  t r an sp or t  a  s t ud e n t  t o  t h e  a s s i gne d  sc ho o l  an d  t h e  cos t  o f  t r a ns por t i n g  a  

s t ud en t  i n  fo s t e r  ca r e  t o  h i s  o r  he r  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g i n .   T i t l e  I ,  Pa r t  A  fu nd s  ma y  b e  

u se d  t o  pa y  fo r  a dd i t i on a l  t r an sp or t a t i o n  c os t s  i n  T i t l e  I  d i s t r i c t s .    

 S c ho o l  o f  Or i g i n  

 T h e  “ s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in ”  i s  t he  s c ho o l  i n  wh ich  a  s t ud en t  i s  en ro l l ed  a t  t he  

t i me  o f  p l ace me n t  i n  f os t e r  c a r e  o r  o f  a  cha n ge  i n  p l ace me n t .   A  s tu den t  i n  fo s t e r  

c a r e  i s  en t i t l ed  t o  r e ma in  e n r o l l e d  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  s c ho o l  o f  o r i g i n  u n l e s s  i t  i s  

d e t e r min ed  n o t  t o  be  i n  t h e  s tu de n t ’ s  bes t  i n t e r e s t  t o  s t a y  a t  t ha t  s ch oo l .    

 Be s t - In t e r e s t  De te r mi na t i on   

 DCF  wi l l  ma ke  t h e  f i n a l  de c i s i on  r e ga rd i ng  wh e th e r  i t  i s  i n  a  s t u de n t ’ s  bes t  

i n t e r e s t  t o  r e ma i n  i n  t he  sch oo l  o f  o r i g i n .   Di s t r i c t  s t a f f  ma y  be  a s ke d  t o  p r o v ide  

i n fo r ma t i on  on  t he  “ ed uca t i o na l  bes t  i n t e r e s t ”  o f  t he  s t ud en t  t o  s up po r t  

e du ca t i on a l  dec i s i on -ma k i n g  ba se d  on  wha t  i s  b es t  f o r  t he  s tud en t  a cad e mic a l l y .   

F o r  s t ud en t s  r ec e i v i ng  s pe c i a l  e du ca t i on  an d  r e l a t e d  se r v i ce s  un de r  t he  In d i v id ua l  

w i t h  Di s ab i l i t i e s  E du ca t i on  Ac t  o r  f o r  s t ud en t s  o n  Sec t io n  50 4  acc o mmo d a t i on  

p l a ns ,  i t  i s  r e co mme n de d  t ha t  r e l e va n t  t ea m me mb e r s  sh ou l d  b e  c on su l t ed  i n  t he  

b es t  i n t e r e s t  d e t e r mi n a t i on  p r oce s s ,  a s  t he  d i s t r i c t  wi l l  s t i l l  be  r e qu i r ed  t o  en su r e  

c o mpl i an ce  wi th  Leas t  Re s t r i c t i ve  En v i r on me nt  r eq u i r e me n t s .   
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 T h e  Uni t e d  S t a t e s  De par t men t  o f  E du ca t io n  h as  p r o v ide d  a  l i s t  o f  f a c to r s  

t ha t  ma y  be  co ns i de r ed  i n  de t e r min in g  t h e  s t ude n t ’ s  ed uc a t io na l  bes t  i n t e r e s t ,  

wh ich  i n c lu de  a ppr op r i a t en es s  o f  t he  cu r r en t  s e t t i n g ,  p ro x i mi t y  o f  p l a ce me n t  t o  

s ch oo l  a t t en dan ce  ce n t e r s ,  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  p r e f e r en ce ,  t h e  p a re n t s ’  p r e f e r e nce ,  t he  

c h i l d ’ s  a t t a ch me n t  t o  t he  s c ho o l  o f  o r i g i n ,  wher e  s i b l i n gs  w i l l  b e  p l ac ed ,  a nd  t h e  

a va i l ab i l i t y  o f  n eede d  se r v i ces .   T he  “ be s t - i n t e r e s t  d e t e r mina t io n”  ma y  no t  be  

ma d e  b ase d  on  t r an sp or t a t i o n  co s t s  o r  f un d i n g .     

 D i s t r i c t  Fos t e r  Ca re  L i a i so n  

 T h e  “d i s t r i c t  f os t e r  ca r e  l i a i s on”  i s  a  d i s t r i c t  e mp lo ye e  who  f ac i l i t a t e s  t he  

e nr o l l me n t  i n  o r  t r ans f e r  t o  a  pu b l i c  s c hoo l  o f  a  s t ud en t  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  wh o  i s  a  

war d  o f  t he  s t a t e .   T h e  d i s t r i c t ’ s  f o s t e r  ca r e  l i a i so n  i s  co ns i de red  t he  d es i gna t ed  

p o i n t  o f  c o n t ac t  f o r  c o l l a bo ra t i on  wi t h  DCF  on  t r a ns por t a t i on  p r oce d ures .    

 T h e  Di s t r i c t  ha s  d es ign a t ed  t he  f o l l owin g  s t a f f  pe r so n  a s  t he  Di s t r i c t  f os t e r  

c a r e  l i a i so n :  

 Na me :   Me l i s s a  M c In t i r e  

 P os i t i o n :   Coor d in a to r  o f  S t ud en t  Su pp or t  S e r v i ce s  

 E -ma i l :   Mc In t i r eM@u sd 23 1 .co m 

 Ad dre s s :  4 25  N.  W a ve r l y ,  Gard ne r ,  KS  6 60 3 0  

 T e l ep ho ne :  9 13 -8 5 6 -2 7 27  

Ch i ld  Wel f a r e  Agen cy  

 In  K an sas ,  DCF  i s  t h e  r e gu l a r  ch i l d  we l f a r e  a ge nc y  f o r  c o l l a bo ra t i on  o n  

t r an sp or t a t i o n  p r oced ur es .   T h e  Ch i l d  P r o t e c t i ve  S e r vi ces  ( “ CPS ”)  d i v i s io n  o f  

DCF  wi l l  t yp i c a l l y  be  t he  d i v i s i on  t ha t  wo r ks  w i th  t he  d i s t r i c t  on  i s su es  r e l a t ed  

t o  s t u den t s  i n  fos t e r  ca r e ,  h o we ver ,  t r i ba l  c h i l d  we l f a r e  a gen c i e s  ma y  a l s o  be  

i n vo l ved  wi th  t h i s  p ro ce s s .   T he r e f o re ,  whe ne ve r  DCF  i s  u se d  i n  t hes e  r e gu l a t i o ns ,  

i t  ma y  be  d ee me d  to  ap p l y  t o  an y  c h i ld  we l f a r e  a gen c y  bas ed  o n  t he  c i r cu ms ta nce s .   
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 Ch i ld  Wel f a r e  Co n tac t  

 T h e  d i s t r i c t ,  i f  r ece i v i n g  T i t l e  I ,  Pa r t  A  fu nd s ,  mu s t  c o l l ab ora t e  on  

t r an sp or t a t i o n  p r oc ed ur es  wi t h  t he  DCF -d es i gn a t e d  c on t ac t  i f  DCF n o t i f i e s  t he  

d i s t r i c t  i n  wr i t i n g  t ha t  DCF  h as  d es i gn a t e d  a n  e mp lo yee  t o  s e r ve  a s  a  po i n t  o f  

c on t ac t  f o r  t he  d i s t r i c t .     
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 Gen er a l  Tr a nsp or t a t i on  Pr oce du res  ( OPT I ONAL)  

 T o  e ns ure  t ha t  t ra nsp or t a t i on  i s  p r ov i ded  pr ompt l y  when  i t  i s  de t e r min ed  

t o  be  i n  t h e  bes t  i n t e res t  o f  a  s t u de n t  i n  f o s t e r  c are  t o  r e mai n  i n  t he  s ch oo l  o f  

o r ig in ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  ha s  de ve l ope d  the  f o l l o wi ng  t r an sp or t a t i on  pr oc ed ure s .   Th ese  

p ro ce dur es  wi l l  g u ide  t he  de ve l op me n t  o f  an  i nd i v id ua l  t r an spo r ta t i o n  p la n  f o r  a  

s t ud en t  nee d in g  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  t o  h i s  o r  h er  s c ho o l  o f  o r ig in .      

F u nd i ng  S t ra t eg i e s  

 T h e  d i s t r i c t  an d  DCF ha ve  i d en t i f i ed  t h e  f o l l o wi ng  fu nd i ng  o p t io ns  t h a t  may  

b e  i mp le me n te d  i f  ad d i t i on a l  c o s t s  t o  t ra ns po r t  a  s t ud en t  i n  f o s t e r  ca re  t o  t he  

s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in  a re  d e t e r min ed:  

(A d jus t  t h e  i t e ms  be l ow  to  i n c lu de  t h os e  ag ree d  up on  b y  t he  d i s t r i c t  a nd  DCF .   

Co ns i de r  a ny  co s t - s ha r in g  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  t he  d i s t r i c t  has  us ed  s ucc es s fu l l y  wi t h  

n e i gh bor i ng  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t ra nsp or t i n g  s t ude n t s  who  ar e  ho me l es s  t o  an d  f ro m t he i r  

s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in  o r  an y  o t her  p ro gr ams  wh er e  t ra nsp or t a t i on  c os t s  are  s ha re d . )  

1 .  Co s t  s har in g  be tween  the  d i s t r i c t  a nd  DCF  thr ou gh  us e  o f  a  s pe c i f i c  

t r an sp or t a t i on  s t ra t e gy  i n  wh i ch  eac h  p ar t y  i s  r e s po ns i b l e  f o r  a  

s eg me n t  o f  t he  t ra nsp or t a t i on ;  

2 .  Of f s e t  o f  co s t s  by  DCF ,  suc h  a s  u s in g  T i t l e  I V - E  fu nd s  p a id  t o  a  f o s t e r  

p ar en t  o r  ca reg i ve r  f o r  t ra ns po r ta t i o n ;   

3 .  Co s t  s har in g  be twee n  t he  s ch oo l  d i s t r i c t  o f  a t t e nd anc e  a nd  t he  sc ho ol  

d i s t r i c t  whe re  t h e  s tu de n t  i s  l i v i ng ;   

4 .  Us e  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t ’ s  T i t l e  I  f u nd s ;  

5 .  Us e  o f  Me d ic a id  re imb ur se me n t s  i f  t he  IE P  f or  a  s t u de n t  r e ce i v in g  

s pe c ia l  e duc a t i on  se r v i c es  wi l l  i nc l ude  t r an sp or t a t i o n  as  a  r e l a t e d  

s e rv i ce ;  

6 .  Us e  o f  an y  av a i la b l e  gr an t  f un ds ;  a nd  
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7 .  [ Ot he r] .  

T ra ns po r ta t i o n  S t r a t e g i e s  

 T h e  f o l l ow in g  t ra nsp or t a t i on  s t ra t eg i e s  may  be  c ons ide re d  i n  ach i ev i ng  

t r an sp or t a t i on  t o  a  s t ud en t ’ s  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in :  

(A d jus t  t h e  i t e ms  be l ow  to  i n c lu de  t h os e  ag ree d  up on  b y  t he  d i s t r i c t  a nd  DCF .   

Co ns i de r  a ny  s t ra t eg i e s  t h a t  ha ve  be en  u se d  s uc ces s fu l l y  t o  t ra ns po r t  s t u de n ts  

wh o  a re  ho me les s  t o  a nd  f ro m t he i r  s ch o o l  o f  o r ig i n  a nd  e f f ec t i ve  pr ac t i ces  

c ur ren t l y  use d  t o  s ha re  t ra ns por ta t i on  cos t s  w i t h  n e ig h bor i n g  d i s t r i c t s ,  

c o mmu ni t y  p ar t ne r s ,  o r  o t her s . )  

1 .  A rr an g i ng  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  by  t h e  f o s t e r  p ar en t  o r  car eg i ver  t o  t h e  

s ch oo l  o f  o r ig in  or  t o  a  b us  s to p  o n  a  rou t e  t o  t h e  s c ho o l  o f  o r ig in ,  

s uc h  a s  whe n  th e  f o s t e r  p ar en t  l i ve s  w i th i n  a  cer t a i n  d i s ta nce  f ro m 

t he  sc ho o l  o f  o r ig i n ;  

2 .  A rr an g i ng  t r ans po r ta t i o n  by  a  r e la t i ve  or  a no the r  ad u l t  a pp ro v e d  by  

DCF  wi t h  who m th e  s t ud en t  h as  a  r e la t i ons h i p  an d  who se  ex i s t i ng  

c o mmut e  a l i gn s  wi th  t he  s tu den t ’ s  t ra nspo r ta t i o n  n ee d  t o  t he  s ch oo l  

o f  or i g in  o r  a  bu s  s to p  o n  a  ro u t e  t o  t he  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in ;  

3 .  M axi mi z in g  t he  e x i s t i ng  d i s t r i c t  t ra ns po r t a t i o n  sy s t e m  by  e xp l or i ng  

wa ys  t he  s t ud en t  can  be  t ra ns por t ed  t o  a n  e x i s t i ng  bu s  s top  t h a t  

s e rv es  t he  sc ho o l  o f  o r i g in  (o p t io ns  t o  t r an sp or t  t he  s t u de n t  t o  a n  

e x i s t i ng  b us  s t op  cou ld  occ ur  t hr ou gh  us e  o f  p ub l i c  t r an sp or t a t i on  

w i t h  a  bu s  pas s  o r  t r an sp or t a t i o n  vo uche r ,  o r  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  by  t he  

f o s t e r  par en t  or  c are g i v er ,  a  r e l a t i ve ,  o r  a no t her  a du l t  w i th  who m 

t he  s t ude n t  h as  a  r e la t i o ns h ip ) ;    

4 .  Usi ng  ex i s t i n g  i n t ra d i s t r i c t  t r an sp or t a t i on  op t io ns  t ha t  a l l o w 

s t ud en t s  t o  b e  t r ansp or t ed  wi th i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  s uc h  a s  r ou t e s  f o r  
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s t ud en t s  who  ar e  home l es s ,  s t u de n t s  a t t en d i ng  mag ne t  p ro grams ,  or  

s t ud en t s  r e ce i v in g  s pe c ia l  e du ca t i on  se rv i ces  ( t h i s  o p t i on  may 

r eq u i r e  t he  a dd i t i o n  o f  a  bus  s to p  on  an  ex i s t i n g  ro u t e  o r  t h a t  a n  

e x i s t i ng  r ou t e  be  re ro u t ed  t o  ac co mmo da te  t h e  t ra ns por ta t i on  n ee ds ) ;   

5 .  Co or d in a t i ng  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  wh i ch  t he  s tu den t  i s  l i v i ng  t o  

p ro v id e  t r an sp or t a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  bou n dar i e s  or  an  ex i s t i n g  bus  

s t op  wi t h in  t he  d i s t r i c t ;    

6 .  E v a lu a t in g  whe t he r  an  I E P f or  a  s t u den t  r e ce i v in g  sp ec i a l  ed uc a t i on  

s e rv i ce s  wi l l  i nc l ud e  t r an sp or t a t i o n  t o  t he  s tu de n t ’ s  sp ec i a l  

e du ca t i o n  pro gr a m a t  t h e  s c ho o l  o f  o r i g i n  as  a  r e la t ed  s e rv i ce ;    

7 .  Co nt r ac t i ng  wi th  a  p r i v a t e  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  c o mp an y ,  su ch  as  a  t a x i  

s erv i ce ,  f o r  t he  s t uden t ’ s  t r an sp or t a t i o n  ne ed s ;    

8 .  Usi ng  pu b l i c  t ra nsp or t a t i on  wi t h  a  bu s  p ass  or  t r an sp or t a t i on  

v ou ch er ;  

9 .  A d din g  a  d i s t r i c t  t ran sp or t a t i on  r ou t e ;  or  

1 0 .  [ Ot he r] .  

I nd i v id ua l  Tr ans po r ta t i o n  P l an  

 Wh e n  DCF  d e t e r mi nes  t ha t  t h e  be s t  i n t e r es t  o f  a  s t ude n t  i n  f o s t e r  c are  i s  t o  

r e mai n  i n  t he  sc ho o l  o f  o r i g in ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o s t e r  c are  l i a i s on  wi l l  t ak e  s t e ps  t o  

p ro mpt l y  c o l l a bo ra t e  wi t h  r e l eva n t  DCF s t a f f  on  h o w t r an sp or ta t i o n  t o  t he  sc ho o l  

o f  o r i g in  wi l l  b e  pr ov i de d ,  a r r an ge d ,  a nd  fu nd ed .    

 Wh e n  p oss i b l e ,  an d  t o  a l l o w f or  ad eq ua te  co ns i de ra t i on  o f  t h e  s t u den t ’ s  

n ee ds ,  i n d i v i du a l  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  p l an n in g  wi l l  b eg i n  i n  adv an ce  o f  p l ace me n t  

c ha ng es  an d  wi l l  o cc ur  i n  co or d in a t i on  w i t h  t he  co ns u l ta t i on  o n  t he  s t ud en t ’ s  

e du ca t i o na l  b es t  i n t e r es t .    
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 T h e  d i s t r i c t  f o s t e r  c ar e  l i a i s on  wi l l  c on ve ne  a  me e t in g  t o  e s ta b l i s h  an  

i nd i v id ua l i z e d  t r an sp or t a t i on  p la n  f o r  t h e  s t ud en t .   T he  l i a i s on  wi l l  a t t empt  t o  

i nc l ude  t he  s t ude n t ’ s  DCF  e duc a t i on  d ec i s io n - make r  an d  o th er s  wh o  may  b e  

i nv o l ve d  i n  e du ca t io n  dec i s i on - maki ng  f or  t he  s tu de n t ,  su ch  a s  t h e  s t ud en t ’ s  

c as ewor ker ,  f o s t e r  pa re n t  or  ca re g i ve r ,  an d  t he  c ou r t -a pp o i n t e d  spe c ia l  adv oc a te  

(CA S A )  l i a i so n .  Th e  D i s t r i c t  f o s t e r  ca re  l i a i s on  ma y  a l s o  i nvo l ve  o th er  d i s t r i c t  

s t a f f ,  a s  ap pr opr ia t e .   T he  l i a i s on  wi l l  i n vo l ve  t he  d i s t r i c t  t r ans po r ta t i o n  d i r ec t or  

i f  t h e  i n d i v i du a l  t ran sp or t a t i on  p l an  wi l l  i n vo l ve  a d ju s t men t s  t o  e x i s t i n g  bus  

r ou t e s .  

 I f  n ec es s ary ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o s t e r  ca re  l i a i so n  w i l l  i de n t i f y  a  s h or t - t e r m 

t r an sp or t a t i on  s t r a t eg y  t ha t  may  be  us ed  un t i l  t h e  f i na l  t r ans po r ta t i o n  p l an  i s  

c o mpl e t e d  so  t ha t  t h e  s t ude n t  c an  r e ma in  a t  t he  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g i n  wi t ho u t  

i n t e r ru p t i on .    

 I n  ev a lu a t i ng  t ra nspo r ta t i o n  o p t io ns  t o  t h e  s c ho o l  o f  o r i g i n ,  p ar t i c i pa n t s  

w i l l  p r io r i t i z e  s t u de n t  s a f e t y ,  c os t  e f f ec t i ve ne ss ,  r e l i ab i l i t y ,  and  t i me  an d  d i s ta nce  

o f  t he  c o mmute .   

 De t e r mi n in g  Ad d i t i on a l  Cos t s  

 T o  i den t i f y  wh e th er  a dd i t i o na l  cos t s  w i l l  be  i ncu rre d  i n  an  i nd i v i du a l  

t r an sp or t a t i on  p la n  t o  t r ans po r t  t h e  s t ud en t  t o  t he  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g in ,  t h e  f o s t er  

c ar e  l i a i so n  wi l l  c o ns u l t  w i th  t he  d i s t r i c t  t r an sp or t a t i on  d i rec to r  t o  c a l c u la t e  t he  

c os t  o f  t ra ns por t i n g  t he  s tu den t  t o  t h e  s ch o o l  t h a t  t he  s tu de n t  wou l d  o the r wi se  

a t t e nd ,  wh ich  wi l l  be  us ed  as  a  co mpa r i s on .   I n  a cc ord an ce  wi th  t he  f ed era l  No n -

R e gu l a to ry  Gu i da nce ,  i f  t he  d i s t r i c t  i s  a b l e  t o  pr ov i de  t r an sp or t a t i on  t hro ug h  a n  

e s ta b l i s he d  b us  r ou t e ,  t her e  ar e  n o  a dd i t i on a l  c os t s .   I f  t he  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  r e ro u te  

b us es  or  pr ov i de  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  t h ro ugh  a  pr i va t e  v eh i c l e  or  t ra ns por ta t i on  

c o mp an y ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  may  c on s id er  as  a dd i t i on a l  co s t s  t he  co s t  o f  r e ro u t i ng  b use s  
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o r  t he  d i f f e r enc e  b e t we en  the  s pec i a l  t ra ns po r ta t i o n  c os t s  an d  t he  us ua l  

t r an sp or t a t i on  c os t s .    

 A d mi n i s t ra t i ve  co s t s ,  suc h  as  ad d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  t i me  t o  co or d in a t e  

t r an sp or t a t i on ,  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c on s id ered  i n  d e t e r mi n in g  wh e th er  t he re  are  

a d d i t i o na l  cos t s  t o  t ra ns po r t  t he  s t ud en t  i n  f o s t e r  ca re  t o  t he  s c ho o l  o f  o r ig i n .    

 P la n  E l emen t s  

 T h e  i nd i v id ua l  t ra nsp or t a t i on  p l a n  ma y  in c l ude :   

1 .  A  da i l y  t ra ns po r ta t i on  s t ra t eg y ;  

2 .  On e  or  mor e  ba ck up  t r an sp or t a t i on  s t ra t eg i e s ;  

3 .  T ra ns po r ta t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  a l l o w  p ar t i c i pa t i on  i n  a f t e r - sch oo l  an d 

e x t r ac urr i cu l ar  a c t i v i t i e s ;  

4 .  A  des cr i p t i o n  o f  t he  f un d in g  s t r a t e gy  t ha t  w i l l  be  us ed  i f  ad d i t i on al  

c os t s  t o  t ra ns po r t  t he  s t ud en t  t o  t he  s ch oo l  o f  o r i g i n  are  i den t i f i ed ;  

5 .  I de n t i f i c a t i on  o f  wh o  i s  r e s po ns i b l e  f o r  e ac h  as pec t  o f  t he  

t r an sp or t a t i on  s t ra t eg y ;  

6 .  De s ig na t i on  o f  a n  adu l t  t o  acc o mp an y  y oun ge r  s tu den t s ,  i f  ne ces sa ry ,  

s uc h  as  whe n  pu b l i c  t r an sp or t a t i on  i s  u sed ;  

7 .  F o r  t r ans po r ta t i o n  s t ra t eg i e s  wi t h  mu l t i p l e  s eg me n t s ,  s i gn  o f f  

p ro ce dur es  t o  e ns ur e  t ha t  t he  s t ud en t  s a f e l y  an d  su cces s fu l l y  

c o mpl e t e s  eac h  se g me n t ;      

8 .  A  c o mmu n ic a t io n  pr o to co l  b e t wee n  t he  Di s t r i c t  an d  DCF when  

t r an sp or t a t i on  f o r  a  s t ud en t  i s  no  l o ng er  n ee de d;  an d  

9 .  A  reg u l ar  r e v i e w  pr oc ess  f o r  ad jus t i n g  t r ans po r ta t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  

wh en  c i rcu ms ta nc es  c ha ng e .  

 T h e  f i n a l  i n d i v i du a l  t r an sp or t a t i o n  p l an  w i l l  r eq u i r e  a  s i gna tur e  b y  t he  

f o s t e r  c are  l i a i so n  a n d  a  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c ia l  wh o  h as  au t ho r i t y  t o  ap pr ove  an y  
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a d d i t i o na l  ex pen d i t ur e .   T he  DCF  ed uca t io n  d ec i s io n - ma ker  a nd  t he  f o s t e r  p are nt  

o r  ca re g i ve r ,  i f  d i f f e r en t  f r o m the  e du ca t i on  d ec i s io n - ma ker ,  w i l l  a l so  b e  as ked  

t o  s i g n  t he  p la n .  
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