
 

 

 

Dear Sacramental Preparation Families, 

Your child is in the process of living out a wonderful journey of faith.  Mrs. Benoit and Mrs. Gillett are the catechists preparing the children 

here at St. Joseph Church.  Meanwhile, Mr. Randy Pianosi with 2nd grade and Mr. Jim Modelski with 3rd grade, are the teacher’s at St. 

Mary’s are in the process of preparing the children for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. The date for 

First Reconciliation will be on Sunday, February 23rd from 11:15 to 12:15.  A retreat will be held for all children receiving their First 

Communion on Saturday, May 16th, from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  And First Holy Communion will be Sunday, May 17th during the 10:00 am 

Mass here at St. Joseph Church. The First Holy Communion rehearsal is mandatory at St. Joseph Church. The date for the rehearsal will 

be during the week leading up to Sunday, May 17th.   I will let you know the date as soon as possible.  

Please return any remaining medical release or photo release forms that are outstanding.  We are required by the diocese to have forms 

submitted for safety and liability within the church. As time passes, I will be communicating more frequently with you about the details of 

upcoming events. I try to do most of this by email as I know most of you are very busy, if this does not work for you; phone will work also. 

Let me know your preference if email is not workable. 

Your child must first have celebrated the Sacrament of First Reconciliation before he or she will be allowed to make their First 

Holy Communion. A date and time will be given for the opportunity for all children to celebrate that sacrament prior to First 

Holy Communion to prepare for the grace of the sacrament. Please provide your child’s Baptismal Certificate directly to us 

here at St. Joseph’s Parish Office when you bring in any remaining forms. If you are in need of forms, please contact me at the 

Faith Formation office, or by email. I am very happy to provide assistance. Many have submitted a Baptismal Certificate for 

those who have already completed First Reconciliation. 

This will be a very exciting year for your family. Please know that your family is in our prayers as the days and weeks pass before your 

child receives this most holy sacrament. We hope to do everything possible to make this a special celebration as your children prepare to 

acquire new graces and grow ever more deeply into their Roman Catholic faith. Also, your family will be invited to one or two parent 

meetings where you will be asked to sign up for a First Communion Reception duty of Decorating, Set Up, or Clean Up. The reception 

will follow in the parish hall directly after the 10:00 am Mass on Sunday, May 17th. You are asked to contribute food items and 

decorations for a lite lunch, or simple cake and lemonade reception (to be decided at the meeting) at this time. Cutlery and the cake will 

be provided by the parish.  

Also, decorating for First Holy Communion will include: the church pews and an arrangement in front of the altar as well as any 

decorations in parish hall, such as the bulletin board with individual children’s photo’s, table covering, and flowers to name a few items. 

Please attend the reception meeting to help decide what food and decorations you would like for the reception. The decorations will be 

purchased by you as individuals to be split by the group (the current count for those children receiving sacraments is 24 families). I will 

be seeking a committee chairperson to head up that responsibility to lead the meetings as well as act as the contact between parents 

and following up with me in the Faith Formation Office when necessary. This role has been very successful in the past to make for a 

smooth reception celebration. These items will be discussed in detail at least one meeting. Please attend the reception meeting to help 

decide what food and decorations you would like for the reception. Some of you have been through this process with your older children, 

so this is a piece of cake. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 632-9625 extension 4. I have enclosed a copy of 

the dress code as you continue to plan for this special celebration. 

In Jesus Christ,  

 

Father Michael Chenier        Danna R. Schmitter                                                   

Pastor           Faith Formation Coordinator   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             


