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Dear Cedar Bluffs Community, 

       During this Holiday time, my mind shifts to family, friends and the spirit of giving. However, given the 

recent farm economy, I also understand the stress that this time of year can place on our families. As the Superintendent, 

when I am out and about and on a few other occasions, I hear concerns from our local taxpayers in regards to paying to 

educate our ‘out of district’ students. I thought I would try to provide the community with real numbers regarding “option 

students”. First and most importantly, one must remember that Cedar Bluffs school district is boxed in on all sides and 

only extends roughly to County Road 12 to the East, to the river on the North, to roughly County Road V to the South and 

County Road 19 to the West. This is due to two large events in Cedar Bluffs Public Schools history.  

First, was the closing of Prague schools and their desire to fold most of their land into East Butler and North 

Bend. Cedar Bluffs added no negligible land during this time which lead to stronger districts encroaching on Cedar Bluffs 

District. Secondly, Legislative Bill 219 passed in 2007, the Cedar Bluffs School district lost over 40% of its land to 

Fremont which included high valued land at Woodcliff.  In all, Cedar Bluffs School district contains just over 1200 

parcels of land and roughly 60.4 square miles. There are many kids that attend Cedar Bluffs that are closer to Cedar Bluffs 

than any other school, but because our boundaries are quite small they are considered option students. Although Cedar 

Bluffs Public School taxes 1200 parcels, that doesn’t mean there are 1,200 families that are taxed. Large farmers may hold 

numerous parcels of those 1,200 pieces of land thereby placing a heavier burden on large family farms that have 

numerous parcels.  

The Cedar Bluffs Public School board understands this and has worked diligently to reduce the tax levy every 

year, including a 5-cent reduction in 2018-2019 and more than a 20-cent reduction over the past 10 years.  This reduction 

in the tax levy hasn’t always resulted in lower taxes, as the valuation of land has outpaced the reduction in tax levy for 

many years. However, Cedar Bluffs is finally at a point where reduction in tax levy has equated to a lower tax asking. 

Furthermore, because of the amount of State Aid Cedar Bluffs Public School receives, this has allowed the Board the 

ability to lower the local tax asking.  State Aid calculations are based off of Resources minus Needs equals State Aid. As 

Cedar Bluffs Public School has grown in student numbers, our needs have grown and have now outweighed our 

resources. In addition, each option student is not only counted in the original “needs” calculation but are given an 

additional amount of money called “Net Option Funding”. This Net Option Funding is included in State Aid and only 

given to schools who have more “option” students coming in than going out, thereby the word “net” option student.  

As you can see from the graph below in 2013-14 school year, we had 205 students with 62 of those students being 

“option students” with a “net” of 21 option kids. That equated to $178,112.75 for those 21 kids in 2014-2015, which is a 

significant amount of the overall total State Aid. The graph also shows that over the past five years the amount of property 

tax per student has declined which is the goal. One other note shown in this graph includes the State Aid payment we have 

gotten for building new buildings. I have heard our local tax base talk about the growth in student numbers and that we 

now have to build more buildings to house them. And while this is true, the State has an application process, which I have 

completed that will reimburse the school over 2 years for the additional space created to house those students. As you can 

see in 2017-18 and 2018-19 through our State Aid, we received additional State Aid for expanding buildings.  

All these actions are 

a good trend, more students, 

more programs, more 

opportunities and continued 

growth will stabilize the 

future, so we can exist, 

unlike other schools like 

Prague that have closed.  

 

Happy Holidays, 

 

Mr. Ptomey  

Harlan Ptomey 

402-628-2080 

hptomey@esu2.org 
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