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By Kalley Sukstorf  

Spirit week and Homecoming was 

quite the time of events for CBHS 

students! Many individuals 

dressed up and went all out for 

the festivities each day of the 

week. Awards were given out to 

the most spirited students and 

teachers each day. Students were 

very creative as Homecoming 

week included everything from 

someone dressing up as Kid Rock 

for Hero Day to the herd of cow 

onesies on Pajama Day. So much 

spirit was displayed! 

The hallways were decked out in 

themes of Candyland, Sponge-

Bob, Hawaii, Halloween, and Me-

mes/Games. Streamers and bal-

loons flooded the halls. The ele-

mentary students voted for the 

most spirited hallway, in which 

the Sophomore hallway won with 

the theme of Hawaii!  

The annual Homecoming parade 

took place on Friday afternoon, 

including many fun activities. The 

lady wildcat cheerleading team 

got the crowd pumped up, and the 

wildcat marching band played the 

school song loud and proud.  

The crowning of the Homecom-

ing royalty was presented on Fri-

day night at the football game. 

Sebastian E. was named the 2018 

Homecoming King, and Jadyn V. 

was named the 2018 Homecom-

ing Queen. Congratulations to 

Homecoming royalty!! 

Saturday night’s Homecoming 
dance was full of fun and excite-
ment! Many individuals showed 

up and busted their 
moves to the tunes 

played by DJ Greene 
and Mr. Shepard. It was a great 
night for students to relax and 

have some fun with their friends.  

Tremendous Turnout at Homecoming 

By Skylar Shanahan 

The Cedar Bluffs FBLA chapter 

once again raised money for 

March of Dimes through our Pie 

in the Face fundraiser. March of 

Dimes helps to improve the health 

of mothers and infants to prevent 

birth defects 

and infant mor-

tality.  

Our very own 

vice president, 

Jadyn Vacha received the pie in 

the face as she raised the second-

most amount of money.  

One of the sixth-grade teachers, 

Ms. Smoot got to launch the pie 

into Jadyn’s face. Since Jadyn 

chose to take the pie in the face, 

Kalley Sukstorf had to kiss a goat. 

Kalley was a good sport about 

having to kiss the goat and fol-

lowed through with it.  

A quote from Kalley about 

her goat kissing technique 

was, “I made sure to clasp 

the goat’s mouth, so that 

he would not spit on me.” 

In October, the FBLA chapter 

will host its annual Boo Bash. 

FBLA Gets a Little Spooky  
The Boo Bash will be held at the 

Cedar Bluffs Fire Hall, as per 

usual. There will be many games 

and possibly a dunk tank at the 

Boo Bash. The members of FBLA 

will be working the games. Our 

chapter members and officers are 

working hard this month to put 

together the Boo Bash for kids in 

our community and school to en-

joy. The Boo 

Bash will take 

place on Satur-

day, October 27th 

and will run from 

5pm-8pm.  

 

Dear Cedar Bluffs Community, 

Every year in September the board approves the 
budget for the coming year. Every year since I have been here, the board has lowered the tax levy. This year 
the board voted to lower the levy by 5 cents. This is a tremendous decrease in the levy, but the board felt con-
fident that with the continued 
growth in student numbers our 
State Aid number would continue 
to increase. Here is a look at our 
levy history and assessed valua-
tion since I have been here. 

While the assessed valuation has 
risen significantly over these 
years, we have dropped the levy 
almost 14 cents while adding a 
significant number of students. 
Every school in Nebraska is given State Aid, but only SOME schools also receive “equalization” aid. Equali-
zation aid is determined by taking your Resources minus your Needs. Resources are determined by your as-
sessed valuation times one dollar and then divided by $100. Needs are calculated by your student needs and 

incorporate Special Education, 
Poverty, whether they need 
Transportation and other things. 
Since our population has in-
creased, our Needs have greatly 
outweighed our resources giving 
us significantly more Equaliza-
tion Aid. To the left, is a look at 
our State Aid over the years that 
I have been here. 

State Aid is greatly affected by Student Needs and Student Needs is greatly affected by the number of stu-
dents you provide an education for. Here is a look at our current student numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember State Aid is awarded based off of the previous year’s numbers. So if you look at the correlation 
between increases in students and the increase in State Aid, it always trails a year behind. 

I hope you find this information interesting and valuable.  

Mr. Harlan Ptomey, Superintendent 

Grade by Grade Membership 

 Year PK KG 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th Total 

2011- 1 17 9 14 12 13 14 12 21 22 18 19 28 22 222 

2012- 3 13 17 13 14 13 12 17 11 18 24 17 18 26 216 

2013- 19 12 14 17 14 14 12 13 17 11 19 26 17 18 223 

2014- 43 17 15 20 23 17 22 15 15 23 14 19 26 18 287 

2015- 41 29 20 14 22 24 15 24 18 24 24 13 19 29 316 

2016- 40 44 30 21 12 23 32 17 27 21 29 22 16 22 356 

2017- 41 36 38 38 24 19 29 30 19 27 23 23 19 18 384 

2018- 40 40 32 37 40 21 24 33 31 22 27 27 27 23 424 

Year Assessed Valuation % Change Levy $ Change 

2011-2012 $176,566,722.00 12.16% $1.2489 -$0.0250 

2012-2013 $200,600,887.00 13.61% $1.2092 -$0.0397 

2013-2014 $236,204,698.00 17.75% $1.1997 -$0.0095 

2014-2015 $269,204,698.00 13.97% $1.1968 -$0.0029 

2015-2016 $291,435,692.00 8.26% $1.1821 -$0.0147 

2016-2017 $295,876,294.00 1.52% $1.1787 -$0.0034 

2017-2018 $309,388,735.00 4.57% $1.1591 -$0.0196 

2018-2019 $309,681,003.00 0.09% $1.1091 -$0.0500 

Superintendent’s Report 

Year State Aid $ Change % Change 

2011-2012 $531,008.00 $96,438.00 22.19% 

2012-2013 $396,943.00 -$134,065.00 -25.25% 

2013-2014 $409,962.00 $13,019 3.28% 

2014-2015 $245,223.00 -$164,739 -40.18% 

2015-2016 $429,597.00 $184,374.00 75.19% 

2016-2017 $839,997.00 $410,400.00 95.53% 

2017-2018 $2,002,812.00 $1,162,815.0 138.43% 

2018-2019 $2,019,393.00 $16,581.00 0.083% 



Page 2                Sports & Activities   Sept. 27th, Page 3     Editorials                 Wildcat Times

          playing 18 

holes in the 

varsity division 

of the meet. 

Nielsen 

brought home a 

4th place medal 

after shooting a 

98 and Vacha brought home the 

3rd place medal after scoring a 97.  

The most recent competition was 

an invitational hosted by Arling-

ton at the Fremont Country Club. 

Nielsen was the only one to com-

pete on the scorching hot day. 

However, she was able to grab the 

8th place spot and a medal to go 

with it. Nielsen earned the spot by 

shooting a 116.  

The 2018 season has been very 
successful so far, however, there 
is still one meet left.  Districts is 

being hosted by West Point- 
Beemer and being held at the In-
dian Trails Country Club in 

Beemer. 

Lady Cat Golf  

By Megan Nielsen 

The Lady Wildcat Golfers have 

yet another successful month of 

play. On August 30th, Jaydn 

Vacha, Megan Nielsen, and Jon-

nie Mahrt competed in a triangu-

lar at Grandpa’s Woods Golf 

Course located between Elmwood 

and Murdock. Nielsen took 2nd 

place shooting a 50 and Vacha 

took 1st shooting a 42! On Sep-

tember 11th, Nielsen, Vacha, 

Mahrt, Kelci Martens, Sara Else, 

and Sam Dyas all competed in a 

dual with the Bergan golf team at 

Valley View. It’s the Wildcats 

home course and the conditions 

were good. At the end of the nine 

holes Vacha was able to pull in 

the 1st place spot.  

Play continued on September 13th 

at the Tecumsah Country Club. 

Else and Dyas both played 9 holes 

in the JV division at the meet. 

Vacha and Nielsen competed by 

By Mikah Kavan 

The Wildcat Volleyball team has 
gotten off to a running start this 
season.  

Currently, the Lady Wildcats hold 
a record of 7-5. Recent games in-
clude matches against OCA, Ber-
gan, St. Edward, and Heartland 
Christian. The team started off the 
season strong with a victory 
against OCA. Cedar Bluffs domi-
nated with an easy two set win 
over the Eagles.  

Although the loss against Bergan 
was hard to take, the Lady Wild-
cats boasted moral with two home 
game wins.  

The girls swept St. Edward at 
home to improve their record. The 
Heartland Christian duel followed 
suit, with Cedar Bluffs being tri-
umphant in three sets.  

The Lady Wildcats also recently 

had a tourna-
ment. The girls 
traveled to 

Elkhorn Valley to play St. Paul, 
Randolph, Battle Creek, and Boyd 
County. All matches, besides a 3 
set battle against Randolph, ended 
in losses. All three sets in the 
Randolph game were very well 
played and the Lady Wildcats 
fought hard for victory in the third 
set. Although the team didn’t 
have the best weekend, they look 
forward to yet another successful 
season.  

“We have put a lot of work in and 
spent a lot of time in the gym and 
it is going to pay off. It will be a 
great season as we have a lot go-
ing for us!” says Kalley Sukstorf, 
team captain and starting outside 
hitter.  

We highly encourage you to cheer 
for the volleyball team in their 
next game, September 27th against 
Omaha Boys Town, beginning at 
7 p.m. 

Lady Wildcat Volleyball  

that “Tonight’s incident is a trage-
dy. Just like you, we have ques-

tions we want answered.”  

The names of the patients have 
not yet been released. There have 
been many donations, hours of 

help, and prayers given to those 
affected by Hurricane Florence. If 
you would like to personally con-

tribute, there is an opportunity for 
you to donate at various sites such 
as support.savethechildren.org, 

pennyappealusa.org, and there is 
also a rescue group solely contrib-
uting their donations for dogs af-
fected in the area as many were 

left stranded by their owners.  

This hurricane has 
been a tragedy for 

many, as over 343,000 homes 
have been left in ruins. Although 
approximately 1.7 million citizens 

have been told to evacuate, only a 
fraction of them have taken the 
advisory. Rainfall has been a ma-

jor cause for those that did leave, 
as many towns throughout North 
& South Carolina have seen at 

least 30 inches of rain through the 
past few weeks.  

Drama  
Turns  

Dark  
By Audrey Hudson 

The Cedar Bluffs Drama Club is 

doing a serious play this year. The 

play is called “Freak”, written by 

Angela Hill. The cast list was re-

cently revealed; playing the lead, 

Monique, is Vanessa Bridgeford. 

Another important character, 

Max,  is played Christine Ko-

tschwar.  

Other characters include, Sissy 

(snake lady)  played by Destani 

Knapp, with an understudy of 

Audrey Hudson. Bella 

(disfigured) is played by Skylar 

Shanahan, with an understudy of 

Audrey Hudson. Damien (Devil) 

is played by Wyatt Gore with an 

understudy of Gabe Saracogulu. 

Lily (fat lady) is played by Piper 

Rasmussen, with an understudy of 

Dakota Watson. Tyler (tattoo) is 

played by Jayson Gerken, with an 

understudy of Megan Nielsen. 

Benny (bat boy) is played by No-

lan Cozad, with an understudy of 

Mikya Fox. Kitty is played by 

Marissa Favors with an under-

study of Chloe Wagner. Flora is 

played by Emma Kavan. Fauna is 

played by Jonnie Mahrt. Es-

merelda is played by Fenja Siem-

mons. Vivian is played by Sarah 

Rhoads with an understudy of 

Alexis Galusha.  

The role of IT still needs to be 
filled, there will be scream tryouts 

to fill the role. There are also sev-
eral clowns by the names of, Bil-
ly, Happy, Squeaky, Bud, and 

Giggles. Make sure if you are in-
terested in joining tech crew, just 
talk to Mrs. Chrisman, Mrs. Ko-

tschwar, or Ms. Bottrell.  

By Grace Williams 

Hurricane Florence, a now post-
tropical cyclone located off the 

coast of the Carolinas, officially 
made landfall Friday morning, 
September 14th.  

There have been at least 37 deaths 

recorded in relation to the storm, 
35 located in the Carolinas while 
the other 2 were in Virginia. In 

South Carolina, there has been a 
report of two mental health pa-
tients drowning in a van, simply 

swept away from the hurricane. 
Horry County Sheriffs have com-
mented to news sources, stating 

tripped her and 
now there is a big grass stain on 

the back of her dress. Mrs. White 
said that she loved the donuts that 
they had for dessert, but she loved 

marrying her best friend and get-
ting to spend the rest of her life 
with him even more. 

As this is White’s first year, she 

shares that “I came to Cedar 
Bluffs because I always wanted to 
teach in a small school where I 

could teach all grade levels and 
watch students grow and build”.  

Mrs. White in the Light  
By Karissa Adams 

Mrs. White is our new art teacher. 
I had the privilege to ask her sev-

eral questions. As you all know, 
Mrs. White was just recently 
dressed in white and tied the knot 

with her best friend that she met 
in a college class, at Midland Uni-
versity. I asked her when she got 

hitched and she said, “this last 
summer in June”. On her wedding 
day, while Mr. & Mrs. White and 

their wedding party were taking 
pictures, one of her bridesmaids 

When asked what drew her to art, 
she stated that she “chose art be-

cause I have always enjoyed being 
creative and sharing my talents 
with others. I wanted to be able to 

help students express themselves 
in a positive matter and help them 
do something new or what they 

never thought they were capable 
of”. We are so 
blessed that Mrs. 

White came to Cedar 
and extremely excit-
ed to see her become 

part of our family! 

Death & Destruction Follows Florence 

Donate at—

support.savethechildren.org or 

pennyappealusa.org 

By Monica Johnson 
Other countries cultures and their 
way of life are very fascinating. 
Cedar Bluffs has 3 new foreign 
exchange students this year and 
our newest is Arsen Bulanov from 
Osh, Kyrgyzstan. In an attempt to 
get to know our new foreign ex-
change student better, I asked him 
the following questions-  
 
1. What are your favorite sports 
and what sports are you planning 
to play this year? My favorite 
sport to play is soccer and I’m 
playing football this school 
year.  
2What is your favorite food in 
America that you don’t have in 

your country? 
Tacos 

3..What is your favorite subject in 
school and why?American Gov-
ernment because it’s easy, it’s 
also new for me and exciting.  
4.What is your favorite genre of 
music? Calm Rock 
5. What are some of your favorite 
hobbies? Playing sports and read-
ing books 
6. What city/town are you from 
and what is your favorite thing 
about it?  I am from Osh.  My fa-
vorite thing about Osh is that 
it’s a small town so you don’t 
spend much time going from 
one place to another, it is also 
very beautiful!! 
7. What is your favorite T.V. Se-
ries? Supernatural 

8. Who is your host family? The 
Headids 
9. What is your favorite thing to 
do in your spare time? I like lis-
tening to music and going on 
Instagram!! Follow my Insta-
gram @_Bulanov 
10. What made you want to be-
come a foreign exchange student 
in America? I actually got chosen 
to become a foreign exchange 
student and I am very lucky 
and thankful that I did! 
11. What was your first thought 
when you arrived in America? I 
first landed in Washington DC 
and the air was muggy. 
12. Who is your favorite youtu-
ber? Mr. Marmok!!! 
13. What is your favorite song at 
the moment? Leave the light on 
by Tom Walker  
14. What is your favorite sport to 
watch? The soccer team, Real 
Madrid 

From Osh to Cornfields 


