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ARCOLA BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 12, 2018 6:00 P.M. 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Education of Arcola Community Unit District #306 Arcola, Illinois was 
called to order in the Media Center at 6:02 p.m. on Wednesday, December 12, 2018 for the purpose of 
regular business. 
 
President Strader called the meeting to order.   The following members answered roll call:  Crane, Stout, 
Shonkwiler, Thieman, Rothrock, Arrol and Strader. 
                           
Others present were: Tom Mulligan, Jennifer Frichtl, Lisa Sigrist, Angie Gentry, Cathy Brimner, David 
Porter, Eric Butler, and Courtney Walker. 
 
President Strader opened the Truth in Taxation Hearing. There were no questions. President Strader 
closed the Truth in Taxation Hearing. 
 
President Strader recognized the visitors and asked for public comment. There was none.   
 
There were no pending FOIA requests. 
 
At this time President Strader invited Mr. Butler and Mrs. Sigrist to begin their presentation. Mr. Butler 
and Mrs. Sigrist, as well as a few other staff, have visited the Project Lead The Way program at the Normal 
school district. They, along with Dr. Mulligan, feel strongly that the PLTW program would be a great 
addition to the junior/senior high curriculum here at Arcola. Their hope is to implement the program in 
the 2019-2020 school year, beginning with Gateway Design and Modeling for the junior high students. 
Mr. Butler would also like to incorporate Gateway Science of Technology into his current high school 
physical science class. Lastly, they would like to offer Introduction to Engineering and Design for 
sophomores, juniors and seniors during the 2019-2020 school year. Looking further ahead to the 2020-
2021 school year, Mr. Butler would hope to offer the Principles of Engineering course to juniors and 
seniors who had taken IED in the previous year. Any future opportunities beyond what has been described 
would be based off student surveys and interests. PLTW has pathways in computer science, engineering, 
and biomedical science so there are several opportunities to engage the students.  
   
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the regular meeting minutes and closed session 
minutes from November 14, 2018 and the Policy Committee meeting minutes from December 3, 2018.  
Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Thieman, seconded by Stout, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of November 30, 2018 as 
submitted.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, 
aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
   
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve the payment of bills as submitted in the amount 
of $179,019.39.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, 
aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
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Motion by Stout, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the payment of payroll in the amount of  
$430,624.36.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, 
aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Business:        
Motion by Crane, seconded by Thieman, to approve the 2018 tax levy and certificates of abatement.  Roll 
call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    
7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Arrol, seconded by Rothrock, to approve the first reading of the PRESS Packet, November 2018.  

Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, 
aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rothrock, seconded by Shonkwiler, to approve the recommended high school course 
descriptions for the 2019-2020 school year.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; 
Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Thieman, to approve adding a part-time student support position at 
the elementary school for the second semester.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; 
Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
President Strader invited Mrs. Walker to present on her vision/course sequences for the agriculture 
program for the 2019-2020 school year. Mrs. Walker recommended a few small changes to existing 
courses, including the timing and flow of the courses. She also recommended introducing a few new 
courses, including Agricultural Shop Skills, Agricultural Engineering, Agricultural Science, and Agricultural 
Economics.  
 
 
Administrative Team Reports 
~~Mrs. Gentry, Principal, Arcola Elementary – Mrs. Gentry discussed current professional coaching with a 
Fountas and Pinnell consultant. Several teachers volunteered to have their classrooms observed and 
evaluated by the consultant.  
 
~~Mrs. Sigrist, Principal, Arcola Jr/Sr High – There continue to be several college and career readiness 
opportunities for the high school students. Students in Mr. Craig’s Civics class had the opportunity to visit 
the Douglas County Courthouse to participate in a mock murder trial. Students served as defense lawyers, 
prosecution lawyers, witnesses and one student was the person who committed the murder. Mr. Reel’s 
Sociology class also attended and served as the jury. The students learned a lot and enjoyed the 
experience. Mrs. Sigrist and Mrs. Phillips have been busy planning a county-wide overdose awareness 
assembly to be held in Arcola, similar to the assembly Tuscola hosted last year.  
 
~~Mrs. Brimner, Director of Special Services – Special Services has been working to improve the ESL and 
Bilingual programs, including another visit from IRC consultant Rachell Anderson in November. She spent 
the first day modeling an instructional strategy to Bilingual/ESL teachers and then worked with teachers 
as they prepared to use the strategy in their classrooms.  On the second day she spent the morning with 
the administrative team discussing several program models to consider. During the afternoon, she worked 
with the teachers to look at curriculum and how they could support general education teachers.  
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~~Dr. Mulligan, Superintendent – Dr. Mulligan reiterated that the district is trying to focus on a culture of 
learning with the faculty. Teachers had their 6th National Board meeting this evening. They really used the 
time to help one another and use others experiences to grow. Dr. Mulligan reported that the shed project 
will resume after Christmas, after a little hiccup locating the water line. Ken is hoping that a majority of 
the work will be completed before the students return from break. 
 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Rothrock, to enter executive session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of 
the public body.  Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1).  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Stout, seconded by Crane, to return to regular session at 7:50 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; 
Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Shonkwiler, seconded by Crane, to approve the employment of Ronnie Olvera as Volunteer 
Assistant Football Coach.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, 
aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Announcements:  None    
 

 
Motion by Rothrock, seconded by Thieman, to adjourn at 7:52 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Crane, aye; Stout, aye; 
Shonkwiler, aye; Thieman, aye; Rothrock, aye; Arrol, aye; Strader, aye.    7 ayes. 0 nays.   Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  

       President 
 
 

___________________________ 
Secretary 


