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OJAI  UNIFIED  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Wednesday,  June 6, 2018 

Minutes of the Special Open Session of the  

Board of Education 

 

Persons requesting interpreter services or with disabilities requiring special accommodations to attend this 

meeting should contact the Superintendent’s office, 640-4300, ext. 1011, at least 48 hours prior to the 

meeting. 

 

1. 6:00 p.m. The meeting was called to order; Pledge to the Flag. 

 

 

Attendance: Kevin Ruf, President 

     Michael Shanahan, Vice President 

     Shelly Griffen, Clerk 

     Thayne Whipple, Member 

     Jane Weil, Member 

 Administrators:  Andrew Cantwell, Superintendent 

Sherrill Knox, Assistant Superintendent 

 Minutes Secretary: Kathy Smith 

 Spanish Interpreters: Maria Simone Rivadeneira and Teresa Stucky  

  

2. Approval of the Agenda  

 

Member Ruf described the meeting agenda, public hearing procedures and his role as the president of 

the Board of Education this calendar year.  He described the steps administrative staff members took 

taken to answer Board member questions.  These questions and answers are available to the 

community and are published within the Board agenda tonight.  The meeting will begin with the 

presentation of those questions and answers.  Following that portion of the meeting a public hearing 

will be opened.  Public comments will be received and once the public hearing has closed, the Board 

will present their discussion and finally vote tonight.  He emphasized that the vote is not to close the 

Summit facility permanently; the only motion before the Board is a motion to suspend school 

operations at Summit Elementary School for the 2018-19 school year.   

  

 

      2.1   Emergency Additions/Modifications to Agenda  

  Mr. Cantwell indicated that there are no emergency additions or modifications to the agenda. 

 

 

      2.2  Approval of Agenda - Action 

  Member Griffen moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Member Weil seconded the motion 

which carried with a vote of 5:0. 

 

 

3. Public Comments  

  Public Comments will be provided during the public hearing portion of the meeting. 
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4.  Special Presentation 

 

4.1 Presentation of Additional Information Related to Summit Elementary School Requested by 

Board Members at the May 26, 2018 Special Board Meeting. 

 

The Board received additional information from Mr. Cantwell, Dr. Knox, and Summit 

principal Marilyn Smith. The Board asked for clarification of questions and answers included 

in the document titled Board Asked Questions.   

 

These questions varied regarding topics related to Title I funding, chronic absenteeism, 

increased applications for free and reduced lunches, test score comparisons between Summit 

elementary and other elementary schools; and direct staffing related costs for Summit school.  

 

Member Ruf requested, and Dr. Knox provided information regarding Common Core 

requirements and the suggestion by community members that the District consider 

implementing a different-type of classroom structure such as the “flipped classroom.” 

 

This document is available to all present, it has been posted on the District website and 

published at each school site since Tuesday, June 5, 2018.  

 

 

5. Governing Board 

5.1 Public Hearing of the Issue of whether to Operate Summit Elementary School for the 2018-19 

School Year – Public Hearing / Action 

Member Weil moved to open a public hearing on whether to maintain open Summit 

Elementary School for the 2018-19 school year or to temporarily combine the instructional 

program to San Antonio Elementary School pending increased enrollment in 2019-20. Member 

Ruf seconded the motion which carried with a vote of 5:0.  

 

Barbara Weiser, Summit parent shared some statistic regarding District-wide English 

Language Learners, Summit students being the highest percentage at 30%. She commented on 

District-wide test scores and the direct barring home language contributes to a student’s 

inability to receive support from parents.   She highlighted the exciting and enrichment 

activities that occur in Summit classrooms. She also focused on the unique opportunities 

students have to work across grade-level boundaries that is not happening in the larger schools 

in the District.    

 

Louise Oseguera, long-time Upper Ojai resident indicated that this is not a time to close the 

Summit school but important keep it open for the next year while considering various ideas and 

organizations that could use the building if not functioning as a school. She feels the school is 

safer because of its size and that student behavior is better, they are more respectful.    

 

Chuck Crawford, Classified School Employee Association (CSEA) president shared his 

concerns regarding potential additional costs and requirements from Division of State Architect 

(DSA) to reopen a school once it has been closed for an extensive period of time. 

 

Member Whipple moved to close the public hearing.  Member Weil seconded the motion 

which carried with a vote of 5:0. 
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Mr. Cantwell addressed logistical questions regarding San Antonio start-time adjustments, 

additional busing options for secondary and elementary students in the morning and afternoon 

and a bus stop continuing at Summit school.  He also committed to the Board’s expectation of 

a monthly Board agenda item to review to determine all viable options.   

 

Member Whipple and Member Shanahan requested additional detail be added to the motion to 

include specificity with regard to timing and requisite circumstances to reopen school in 2019-

2020. 

 

Member Weil moved to suspend school operations at Summit Elementary School for the 2018-

2019 school year.  Member Ruf seconded the motion which passed with a vote of 3 yes and 2 

no.  The Board was polled and voted as follows, Yes: Members Jane Weil, Kevin Ruf and 

Shelly Griffen No: Members Thayne Whipple and Michael Shanahan.  

 

 

6. The meeting adjourned. 

 


