
 
 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
What is a school bond? 

● A bond pays for capital projects such as new school construction, renovation, 
replacement, or other school improvements. 

● The district sells bonds to investors, uses that money and then pays it back to 
investors over a specific period of time (often approximately 20 years). 

 
What is included in the 2019 Bond Program? 

 The comprehensive bond measure will replace temporary, less secure and inefficient 
portable classrooms with permanent classrooms.  Included in the bond are the 
following projects: 

o Reduce overcrowding by building a new K-4 elementary school on the 
northeast side of the freeway 

o Fully renovate and modernize the vocational education building at Ridgefield 
High School.  This building has not been renovated since it was constructed 
nearly 50 years ago.   

o Expand Ridgefield High School by constructing a new classroom wing 
o Add covered play at all elementary schools 
o Install new HVAC systems at elementary schools 
o Enhance safety and security at all facilities in the district  

 
How was the bond developed?  Who decided on what is included? 

● The bond package was developed by the Capital Facilities Advisory Committee 
(CFAC), a citizens’ committee with representation from across our entire community.   
The CFAC began meeting more than one year ago to: 

○ Evaluate the current conditions and needs of Ridgefield School District 
facilities; 

○ Develop criteria for facility decision-making that promotes continued success 
for Ridgefield School District and the community; 

○ Engage the community in a two-way conversation to ensure an inclusive and 
collaborative process; 

○ Review proposed concepts, provide feedback, and recommend a preferred 
concept to the Board of Directors. 

 



How much will the project cost and what will be the cost to individual taxpayers?  
 The total bond request is $77 million.  The 2019 bond program will leverage more 

than $15 million in additional state assistance revenues along with school impact fee 
revenues for a total infrastructure improvement program of nearly $100 million.   

 The expected increase from the District’s 2018 tax rate of $4.34 per $1000/assessed 
valuation is $0.09.  Multiple factors contribute to this marginal tax increase.  Assessed 
valuation in Ridgefield has almost doubled since 2014, with many more properties 
(residential and commercial) sharing in the cost of the bond.  Additionally, the 
District’s levy will fall $0.74 per $1000/assessed valuation (from $2.24 to 1.50 per 
$1000/assessed valuation) in 2019.  These two factors result in a tax increase of 
$0.09 per $1000/assessed valuation.   

o For a home with an assessed valuation of $300,000, that translates to an 
annual increase of $27, or $2.25 per month. 

o For a home with an assessed valuation of $466,000 (current average in 
Ridgefield), that translates to an increase of just under $42 annually, or $3.50 
per month. 

o For a home with an assessed valuation of $600,000, the annual increase is $54, 
or $4.50 per month.    

 
How do Ridgefield School District taxes compare to other districts in Clark County?  

 Here is a table that shows current tax rates for each of Clark County’s K-12 school 
districts.   

School District Tax Rate 
/$1000  
Assessed 
Valuation 

La Center $3.86 

Battle Ground $4.14 

Woodland $4.28 

Ridgefield  $4.34 

Vancouver $4.39 

Evergreen $4.84 

Washougal $5.17 

Hockinson $5.63 

Camas $6.71 
 
I know Union Ridge Elementary is already well over capacity.  How does enrollment in Union 
Ridge compare with Washington’s prototypical elementary school? 

● The prototypical K-6 elementary school in Washington’s school finance funding 
formula is 400 students. Currently, Union Ridge, which serves students in grades K-4, 
serves 791 students.  This makes it the largest K-4 elementary school in the state.   



 
Why are our schools over-capacity? 

● Our community is rapidly growing.  In fact, Ridgefield’s population has grown by 65 
percent between 2010-2017, making it Washington’s fastest-growing city.   
Additionally, we are also experiencing steady growth in areas outside city limits that 
lie within our school district boundaries.  The city is expected to have a population of 
more than 25,000 residents by 2035.  Not surprisingly, the Ridgefield School District 
is the fastest-growing school system in southwest Washington.  Current district 
enrollment is nearly 3,200 students and we are expected to reach nearly 7,200 
students by 2035.   

 
How many homes are they building in Ridgefield? 

● The short answer: a lot.  As of December 5 the City of Ridgefield has received 345 
single-family home permits during 2018.   

● There are approximately 1,000 new single-family lots in the development process 
currently in Ridgefield.     

 
With all these new homes, shouldn’t the development community be contributing to the 
District’s capital needs?   

 Yes: and they do.  You will notice this bond does not include money for the purchase 
of new land.  That is because the land where the new K-4 school will be located is 
being paid for by developers through the school impact fees they are required to pay.   

 Ridgefield has the highest school impact fees in Clark County.  For 2018, each new 
single-family home is required to pay a school impact fee of $7,107.  The amount 
collected is determined by a state formula and, by law, are intended to only partially 
pay for new school construction.    

 
All this growth is difficult to keep up with.  How is the increase in student enrollment 
impacting the schools? 

 Good question.  Certainly, there are growing pains.  But there are also many benefits 
that positively impact our students.  On January 28th, when the second semester 
begins at Ridgefield High School we will open Innovation Ridge, Washington’s first 
Center for Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS) affiliated school.  Students enrolled 
in our CAPS program will engage in career-based learning experiences that allow 
them to cultivate transformative professional skills and an entrepreneurial mindset.    

 Of course, the benefits are not limited to students at Innovation Ridge.  Since 2014, 
the District has added literally dozens of courses, programs, and extra-curricular 
activities.  The vast majority of these offerings would not be possible without the 
support that comes from the growth.   

    
Will this bond reduce overcrowding? 

● Yes.  Ridgefield is experiencing considerable growth and the District’s Capital 
Improvement Program was developed with phases to address this growth.  The 2019 
bond (phase III) will add a new K-4 elementary school as well as a major classroom 
building expansion at Ridgefield High School.    

 
 



I’ve heard we are over-capacity because the District accepts students from other districts.  Is 
that true?   

 Absolutely not.  For the current year, 295 students who live within the boundaries of 
the Ridgefield School District attend schools in other districts, while just 114 students 
from out-of-district attend Ridgefield Schools.   This includes the children of district 
staff, which we are required to accept by law as well as many students who have been 
attending Ridgefield schools for years.  

 
If the bond passes, when can we expect work to begin? 

 Ridgefield works fast.  Our school board authorized planning and design to begin last 
summer on the K-4 school.  This means we can be turning dirt in May 2019 and have 
the school open for students at the beginning of school in late August 2020.   The 
District has a reputation for hitting the ground running.  Sunset Ridge Intermediate 
School and View Ridge Middle School opened this fall, just 18 months after voters 
authorized their construction.   

 
What will happen if the bond fails to pass? 

● The district will be forced to use more impact fees to purchase more portables, rather 
than spending that money on durable, long-term new construction. Additionally, 
maintenance costs will continue to climb as the older portions of our schools become 
increasingly expensive to maintain.   

 
Why can’t we just continue to use portables to fix the overcrowding problem? 

● The CFAC explored the use of portables as a long-term solution and determined they 
do not meet the needs of the district.  They are expensive, pose safety and security 
risks, and are not built to last.  

 
Why can’t we use old View Ridge to house students?  

 This is a great question. The District will receive a total of $25,512,000 in state 
assistance to help with all the projects included in the 2017 Bond Program. Quite 
simply, we would not have been able to complete as many projects without this 
sizeable state investment in our local schools. A portion of this money was targeted to 
help construct the new View Ridge Middle School (new in-lieu). We received this 
money with the understanding that we would comply with the state requirement that 
we no longer use the old View Ridge Middle School (now known as the Ridgefield 
Administrative & Civic Center) for K-12 education programming during the school 
day. If we violate this condition, we suffer the serious consequence of not being 
eligible for additional state assistance revenues going forward. With respect to the 
2019 Bond Program, we conservatively estimate our eligibility to be more than $15 
million. It would be both illegal and irresponsible to violate this condition.  

 
I love the idea of investing in the trades by modernizing and renovating the vocational 
education building.  I just want to make sure this isn’t redundant with the programs at 
Cascadia Tech Academy.  Can you please address my concern?    

 This is a great question.  Enrollment at Cascadia Tech Academy (CTA) is based 
initially on the percentage of ownership by each school district.  Ten districts share 
join ownership in CTA, based upon their size.  So that means that a small number of 



students from Ridgefield High School (RHS) get the opportunity to attend CTA.  It 
essentially becomes 1-2 students per program.   

 It is important that all of our students have access to exploratory classes so they can 
learn what they are interested in pursuing during high school and beyond as well as 
get the Career and College Technical Education credit (required for all) to graduate. 
We only have students in the morning session at CTA and only 26 Ridgefield students 
are enrolled at CTA.    

 Ridgefield only has four spots in the manufacturing program.  This means that 900 
students don't have access to the CTA classes that we offer in our manufacturing 
program at RHS.  Furthermore, the CTA classes are preparatory so students who end 
up selecting the construction program at CTA have traditionally taken an intro class 
(for example, Wood Tech 1) at RHS and then realized they are interested in that field 
and sign up for CTA as a junior or senior. 
 

Have we completed the 2017 Bond Program? 
 Almost.  Sunset Ridge Intermediate School (5th-6th grades) and View Ridge Middle 

School (7th-8th grades) opened up on-schedule this fall.  The safety and security 
upgrades at South Ridge Elementary School and Union Ridge Elementary School were 
completed ahead of schedule, wrapping up in early September.  The 42,000 square 
foot expansion project at Ridgefield High School remains on schedule for an August 
2019 completion.  And the old View Ridge repurposing project is also on schedule and 
ready to serve the public in early January, 2019.    

 
How is a bond different from a levy? 

● An educational programs and operations school levy, also referred to as an 
enrichment levy, helps fund day-to-day learning needs that the state does not fully 
fund, including: 

o Classroom teachers and support staff not funded by state apportionment; 
o Classroom technology, including hardware, software, service, and support;  
o Extracurricular activities, including athletics, performing arts, Cispus, and 

more; 
o Facilities maintenance and repairs;  
o Professional development for staff; 
o School safety and security; 
o Student transportation  

The District’s current levy tax rate is $2.24 per $1000/assessed valuation, the lowest 
levy rate amongst Clark County’s K-12 school districts.  It will drop to $1.50 per 
$1000/assessed valuation in 2019.     

 
Are some homeowners exempt from paying a new tax? 

 Some senior-citizens and disabled homeowners may be eligible for an exemption, 
based upon income. You may contact the Clark County Assessor’s Office at  
360-397-2391 to learn more.    

 

How do I stay informed about what’s happening in the Ridgefield School District?  
 Check out our website at www.ridgefieldsd.org, follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instrgram.  Also, be sure to check out our weekly video series, Growing Together, on 
YouTube.  Visit the Apple Store and Google Play and download our free app.    

http://www.ridgefieldsd.org/


 
When is the election? 

 Election Day is Tuesday, February 12th.  Ballots will be mailed out by Clark County on 
Friday, January 25th.  Ballots must be postmarked by Election Day or returned to a 
designated ballot drop box or the Clark County Elections Office by 8:00 p.m. on 
Election Day.        

 
Where can I learn more about registering to vote? 

 Clark County voter registration information is online at 
www.clark.wa.gov/elections/voter-registration. Additionally, voter registration 
forms are available in the main offices at all district schools.    

 

 

 

http://www.clark.wa.gov/elections/voter-registration

