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Academic Tip 
We use the Narrative Writing Diamond to help 
students organize their thoughts when writing.   

Narrative writing is an art form, much like music 
or the visual arts. We talk about the author’s 
purpose being to entertain an audience of others, 
and, practically speaking, this is true. But what is 
also true is that most writers’ motivation is much 
deeper. They do not write to earn money, 
accolades, or praise. Stories touch into the 
humanity of the author and resonate with the 
humanity of the reader. 

www.empoweringwriters.com

Social Skills Tip 
There is power in the word “yet.”  Learning new 
things does not always come easy.  Learning 
requires effort and perseverance.   Encourage 
your child to not give up if things get hard or if 
they can’t do something new.  It doesn’t mean 
they never will.  Say, “You can’t do this YET, but 
keep going!”  Encourage your child to use the 
word “yet” when they get stuck or feel 
frustrated.  Hopefully, they will “Keep on 
Swimming” as Dory would say.    

AR Contest Classroom Winners Update 
The first quarter winning classes attended Stem Fest at the Little Rock Air Force 
Base.  The second quarter winning classes attended a field trip to the Old State House 
Museum.   All students receive self-selected books from the Scholastic Book Fair as 
incentive for making their goal each quarter. 

1st Quarter                            2nd Quarter 
2nd Grade - Frank                2nd Grade - Ferren 
3rd Grade - Baker                 3rd Grade - Baker 
4th Grade - Capps                4th Grade - Tharp 
5th Grade - Malloy               5th Grade - Crews 

To date, our students have read 67,363,367 words and passed 15,576 AR quizzes. 
Last year at this time, our students had read 10,446,298 and passed 3,754 AR quizzes.  
A grant from the Arkansas Community Foundation helps fund this program.

Healthy Living Tip 
How much a child sleeps can have a big impact 
on her growth and development. Research has 
shown that lack of sleep can affect a child’s 
temperament, behavior, alertness, and ability 
to learn. Children who do not get enough sleep 
have been shown to perform more poorly on 
memory and attention tests.   

A good bedtime routine is essential when it 
comes to instilling good sleep habits in kids. A 
bath, pajamas, brushing teeth and a few pages 
from a book—whatever your nighttime ritual is, 
be sure to stick to it consistently so that your 
child knows what to expect and can easily 
move through every routine efficiently each 
night. 

www.verywellfamily.com
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