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Bernalillo Public Schools               560 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

Dear Families- 

 

In my role as Superintendent, I am charged with many things around the day-to-

day function of the school system, but primarily, it is my responsibility to guide a 

district that enhances the quality of teaching and learning.  As a leader, I take this 

very seriously, and my daily reflections are always regarding how to improve the 

district’s support of these efforts.  To this vain, I, along with our leadership at the district office, 

have adopted five core values/commitments to our students, our families, and our staff. 

 

Our primary commitment is student impact.  As a district, we are committed to making decisions 

that are targeted to student impact.  We aspire to make decisions that influence an increase in stu-

dent outcomes.  When our focus is on students, we know that all other elements of our work will 

fall in place. 

 

As a district, we make decisions with integrity.  We act with uncompromising honesty in our deci-

sions, building trust with responsible actions and honest relationships.  Not all decisions will be 

perfect or even correct, but we own these decisions, we make adjustments, and we strive to im-

prove. 

 

We act with a commitment to our work.  We are passionate about what we do, and we always bring 

our best.  Each day, we know we can do better.  We work with a growth mindset that is dedicated 

to continuous improvement. 

 

We use thoughtful communication to do our work.  We know that we can achieve more through 

collaboration and feedback, and we seek to empower all our stakeholders to have a voice in our 

efforts.  We seek to challenge assumptions and create clarity around our work. 

 

Finally, we operate with servant leadership.  We seek to give more than we take.  We look for ways 

to improve and contribute to the success of others.  We understand that it is a privilege to serve the 

students, families, and staff of our communities. 

 

As always, I am grateful for the opportunity to serve each of you.  We look to continuously im-

prove, and we ask that you continue to push us to uphold these values. 

 

Best, 

 

Matt 

From The Superintendent’s Desk 
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THE DISTRICT 

Bernalillo Public Schools 

Newsletter  

Survey 

February is Heart Health Month.  

What a great time to kick-off 

THE DISTRICT’S Health and 

Wellness Challenge.  This is an 

effort to encourage everyone to 

make small, but impactful, life-long changes for 

a happier and healthier you.  Why?  Because you 

are worth it and you deserve it! 

The challenge, if you choose to accept  it, is to 

adopt at least one of the following practices: 

 30 minutes of physical activity daily. 

 Stress less and practice 10 minutes of mind-
ful meditation.  Do not forget to focus on 
your breathing. 

 Either cut out, or change, one bad eating 
habit.   
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 Algodones Elementary   

Bernalillo Elementary  Bernalillo Middle School

Bernalillo Middle 

School  - Worms! Worms! 

Worms!  

BMS students mix chemical 

compounds to create syn-

thetic worms.  Mr. Poteste’s 

students learn the difference 

between natural and syn-

thetic materials and consider the impacts each has on 

our environment.  Good job BMS science students! 

Algodones Elementary hosted its m onthly 

Roadrunner Food Bank drive and distribution. 

Thank you Mr. David Jaramillo, our 2nd grade 

teacher, for coordinating this wonderful event for 

our families.  We would also like to thank the 

volunteers that helped set up the cafeteria.  All of 

you are a blessing to so many. 

Bernalillo Elementary — BES students are fo-

cused on modeling positive behavior to earn Class 

Dojo points.  These points can be exchanged for cool 

prizes from our Class Dojo Student Store.  

Over 425 student orders have been placed and ful-

filled since the middle of October.  This means 425 

BES students are doing an exceptional job at model-

ing positive behavior.  Keep up the great work Lil’ 

Spartans! 

As part of ongoing investments to strengthen New Mexico’s public education system, 

New Mexico Public Education Department has partnered with Paper, a virtual tutor-

ing company, to provide free access to high-quality academic support for PreK-8 stu-

dents.  

For more information and to register, visit the NMPED website by scanning the QR 

code.  

Free Academic Support for Pre K—8 Grade Students 
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The year marked the first time Bernalillo High School has 

sent a team of students to participate in the Marshall-

Brennan Moot Court Competition which “serves as an 

opportunity for high school students participating in Mar-

shall-Brennan classes to display their oral advocacy skills, 

network, and learn about careers in the law.”  The high 

school students work with students of local law schools to 

hone their skills in argumentation and knowledge of the 

United States Constitution. 

Lead by Alexis Salas and Alexandra Charney of the Uni-

versity of New Mexico School of Law, students in senior 

Government class worked with several important First 

and Fourth Amendment cases involving freedom of ex-

pression and search and seizure in the high school envi-

ronment.  After two months of coaching and study each 

week with Ms. Salas and Ms. Charney, the students com-

peted against other regional high schools to defend either 

the high school or students in the cases presented.   They 

were required to present legal argument in front of actual 

judges and lawyers; a nerve-wracking, but character-

Bernalillo High School Goes to Moot Court 

 BHS Students Win Governor’s STEM Challenge 

ods have carcinogenic properties when tested on laborato-

ry animals. Their solution was to convert waste beets and 

strawberries into safe, organic, temporary hair dye.” 

At the STEM Challenge our students continued to impress 

judges not just with their project concept, but with their 

meticulously documented procedure, data collection, crea-

tivity, teamwork, and enthusiasm. 

 
We would like to congratulate Ms. Melba Acantilado, Ms. 
Roberta Jones, and each member of the Spartan team.  We 
are proud of you.  Keep up the great work! 

 

 

Bernalillo High School  - The 2022 Governor ’s 

STEM Challenge is a competitive competition that tests 

students’ ability to use STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, and Math) to solve real-world problems.  Ac-

cording to an article posted on the Los Alamos National 

Laboratory (LANL) website,  “More than 400 students 

from public, private and charter secondary schools 

statewide created presentations or prototypes answering 

the challenge question, Imagine New Mexico as a state 

known for its sustainable and green manufacturing. 

What innovations or developments could foster our 

schools, jobs and communities?”  

 

The BHS team won a $5,000 prize by impressing Los 

Alamos National Laboratory judges with their project, 

“Beta vulgaris and Fragaria ananassa as alternatives to 

hair dye”.  Essentially our students figured out a way to 

take food waste and turn it into temporary organic hair 

dye! 

 

The LANL article further noted, “The Bernalillo High 

team recognized that food waste amounts to 108 billion 

pounds per year and that conventional hair dyeing meth-

(L-R)  Ms. Melba Acantilado, Alexis Prairie, Alena Grife, Olivia 
Tsabetsaye, Alexander Vigil,  Harluz Angel Malabanan, Clovis 
Barbour, Fatima Ramirez,  Ms. Roberta Jones, Sujey Legarda, 
and Erika Castro Ramirez. 

building experience, and all of the students performed ex-

ceptionally well—even those with a serious case of stage 

fright!  While other schools read off of prepared notes, the 

BHS students engaged in and were complemented for, 

their extemporaneous answers to questions and their com-

mand and understanding of the material.   

We are exceptionally proud of these young ladies and gen-

tlemen.  Thank you Mr. Scott Rhymer, BHS Government 

teacher, for providing our students with this wonderful 

opportunity.   

(L-R) Joaquin Loretto, Carlos Ruelas-Chipol, Sugey Legarda-
Rodriguez, Naomi Starr, Alexandra Charney (law student), Scott 
Rhymer, Eloy Vigil, & Juan Carlos Ituarte 
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 Cochiti Elementary-Middle School  

 La Escuelita  W.D. Carroll  

In the month of January our wonderful Kindergarten, 1st, 

and 2nd grade students learned about Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.  To honor Dr. King, students from Señora Torres'  

class performed an Orff song about what Dr. King stood 

for and what he accomplished.   

The students were able to play fun instruments such as a 

bass xylophone, egg 

shakers, and hand 

drums.  To listen to this 

beautiful song, visit:  
http://bit.ly/3Jdpd7s 

Cochiti Middle School Basketball Invitational — Mr. Donald Barry ral-

lied the Cochiti staff and parents to put on the Cochiti Boys and Girls Basketball 

Invitational, which was a great success.  We had eight teams in each bracket.  

The Laguna boys and girls placed 1st, and Anton Chico boys and girls placed 

2nd.  

 

In addition, we had the privilege to watch the students grow and develop  into 

stronger individuals and athletes.  Watching family and friends come together 

to support our young athletes was inspiring.  It was nice to watch supporters 

meet new people and run into people they hadn’t encountered for a long time. 

We watched players from the various teams make friends with others. We wit-

nessed the players put it all out there to do their best, even when some teams came short and did not win.  All tourney tro-

phies were given to those players who showed exceptional basketball skills during the games.  

 

Thank you to everyone who participated.  We are already planning next year’s tournament, so we hope to have you join in 

the fun next year. 

At La Escuelita our Pre-K students 

learned about animals from all 

around the world. The focus was on 

how animals are the same and how 

they are different.  

Ms. Diana Montoya’s Algodones 

Pre-K students worked on an ani-

mal family project where each student presented facts 

about their animal and its habitat.  

It is so much fun to see the neat things our students are 

learning.  

 BHS CTE Students Provide Input to NMPED 

January 12, 2023  - Bernalillo High School was one of six schools in the State of New 

Mexico invited to participate in a panel discussion hosted by the College and Career 

Readiness Bureau at the New Mexico Public Education Department (NMPED).   

BHS Career Technical Education students represented Bernalillo very well.  As a part of 

this panel discussion they were able to share their experiences in their Programs of 

Study as well as their post-secondary academic and career goals.  Our students ex-

pressed the skills and strategies they have learned through their CTE courses that have 

been the greatest contributors to their success thus far.  Our BHS students were also given the special opportunity to pro-

vide input on how the NMPED can support CTE growth within the state. One of our students stated that she did not realize 

how many high schools did not have CTE programs that lead to certifications like Bernalillo does.  It made her proud to 

know that we offer our students certifications.   

Good job Spartans and we wish you continued success in your programs.   

Pictured:  (L-R) Danessa Samuel (11th), Mikayla Burnham (10th), Mr. Mark Lorea, Josiah Chavez (12th), and Andres Gabaldon (12th) 

http://bit.ly/3Jdpd7s
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Fine Arts & CTE Drone Program 

Bernalillo High School 

Scan to access more information about the 

BHS Fine & Performing Arts Program. 

Show your Spartan Spirit & 

Get Your Gear Today! 

The use of drones has increased substantially over the past decade in many 
career fields.  Some examples include, but are not limited to:  agriculture, 
wildlife monitoring, sports, search and rescue, drone journalism, movies, 
and the military.   

Students of the Advanced Camera Works and Drone class at BHS have 
started training to pilot drones. Over the last few weeks students have be-
gun training with obstacle courses and skill tests to perfect their drone pi-
loting abilities.  
 
Very soon students will be taking drones outside to begin filming footage 
and putting together short films.  
 

Starting next school year students of the class will be working towards a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Pilot Li-
cense which will allow them to fly into certain commercial airspace and utilize their license in the professional world that 
may lead to a career. 
 
Another great example of the super cool things happening in Spartan Country. 

Original School Colors, EST. 1948 
Cherry Red, Silver, and  White 

allinoneprintingllc@gmail.com 
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November and December, 2022 

Spirit of Outstanding Service Award 

THE DISTIRCT of BPS — To honor the diligence and dedication to our students by employees is a privilege. Through 
the Employee of the Month award, employees are recognized for their efforts in making Bernalillo Public Schools one of 
the best educational institutions.  

We would like to congratulate the following award recipients for the months of November and December:  

 

    
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Monique Taraddei                      Roberta Jones                         Anthony Jaramillo 

Reyna Morales                      Felicia Breuning                     Velma Coriz                    Jayme Schutte                

Visit Our Website! 

www.bernalillo-schools.org 

Download the App! 

Bernalillo Public Schools @bernalillops 

@bernalillops 

Follow Us On Social Media 
https://www.facebook.com/bernalillops 

Nomination Form 

November 2022 

October 2022 

December 2022 

Tina Brownson                      Nina Bunkers                      Katlyn Ludi-Herrera            Emilie Sederholm                
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February 1st, 2nd & 3rd, 2023 BHS Cheer Mini Camp  

email bernalillocheer@gmail.com for details 

February 4, 2023 The BHS Sophomore class will be hosting a Valentine/Sadie Hawkins 
Dance for high school students only. 

BHS Aux Gym from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM  

February 5, 2023 BHS Cheer Valentine’s Day BINGO  

BHS Aux Gym 4:00 PM 

February 8, 2023 Students, please ride the school bus today!  We realize not all stu-
dents ride the bus.  However, on certain days throughout the school year 
the State takes a count of students on a bus.  This count impacts our 
transportation funding.  Thank you in advance for your support! 

February 8, 2023 8th Grade Night at BHS! 
 
All 8th grade students, parents, & families in THE DISTRICT are invited 
to come to BHS for an Open House Welcome Event! 
 
Take a tour of our amazing school and allow us to tell you all of the great 
programs, career pathways, clubs, athletics, and activities that we have 
to offer. 
 
The tour will start in the main gym at 6:30 PM. and continue until 8:00 
PM. Please plan to join us for this informational and fun event!   
 

February 9, 2023 Algodones Elementary Valentines Day Dance with Grandparents 

Algodones Elementary Cafeteria 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM 

February 11, 2023 Santo Domingo Middle School Winter Ball 

This is a semi-formal dance for SD Middle School students.  

Santo Domingo School Cafeteria from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

February 15, 2023 Asynchronous,  Grades K—12 

 

February 16—17, 2023 Parent Teacher Conferences (All schools with the exception of BHS) 

February 17, 2023 BHS End ofTrimester 2 

February 20, 2023 President’s Day—No School 

 

February 21, 2023 Asynchronous BHS ONLY 

 

mailto:bernalillocheer@gmail.com
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Please contact the Registrar at your child’s school to gain access to the 

“PowerSchool Parent Portal”.   

Through this portal you are able to monitor your child’s grades and attend-

ance.  You are also able to register your child for next school year from your 

computer.   

Also, there is a PowerSchool App available to monitor your child’s grades 

and attendance from your iPhone or Android.  Visit the App Store and 

download today! 

 

 

THE DISTRICT of Bernalillo 

Public Schools is building a BHS 

Alumni Database.   

Please complete the Bernalillo 

High School Alumni Intake 

Form using the QR code or  

web address below.  Thank you. 

http://bit.ly/3WEMgef 
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THE DISTRICT  of Bernalillo Public Schools would like to honor alumni that are doing great things.  

Bernalillo High School Alumni Corner 

“Once a Spartan, Always a Spartan” 

January 2023—The 1979 Bernalillo High School Gradu-

ate, Charlotte Little, was sworn into office as the State 

Representative for NM District 68.  Charlotte is a member 

of the San Felipe Pueblo.  She has served New Mexicans 

through her work as Vice-Chair of New Mexico Voices for 

Children, President of Emerge New Mexico, and Chair of 

the San Felipe Pueblo Health Board. 

Congratulations State Representative Little! 

Bernalillo High School— The BHS Administration team, and 

BHS student leaders, hit the road in January to visit Bernalillo 

Middle School,  Cochiti Middle School, and Santo Domingo Middle 

School.  This was a great opportunity to share with our middle 

school students all of the challenging and robust academic courses, 

CTE Pathways, fine arts programs, clubs, organizations, and athlet-

ic teams that BHS has to offer.   

It was wonderful to see the excitement of the middle school stu-

dents as they begin to prepare themselves to attend BHS!  

Let’s Go BIG RED! 

Tour 

The 
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Career Technical Education (CTE) at BHS 

Biomedical  

What is Career Technical Education (CTE)? 

CTE combines academic skills, technical skills, and the training needed to be successful in today’s la-

bor market.  CTE introduces students to workplace competencies, and awards the opportunity to ap-

ply these competencies in a real-world applied context.  

What is a Spartan CTE Pathway? 

A Spartan CTE Pathway is a sequence of courses, combined with dual credit courses, that carry our 

students forward into post-secondary training.  Pathways enable students to earn certifications and 

degrees.  Students that participate in a Pathway can experience either: 

1. Lifetime success in a high demand career field in middle-skilled jobs. 

2. Develop a more comprehensive understanding of their pathway field when they pursue a four-

year degree.  

What Pathways are currently offered to our Spartans? 

 Agriculture 

 Automotive 

 Biomedical 

 Construction Trades 

 Teaching/Training 

 Welding 

What Pathway are we planning to bring to BHS? 

 Computer Science 

What Spartan Career Courses are offered at BHS? 

 Business 

 Photojournalism 

 Culinary Arts 


