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Bernalillo Public Schools               560 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

Dear Families- 
 
As we end an incredibly busy and unpredictable year, I am left reflecting on 
the monumental efforts the BPS team has made to bring our schools together 
to improve services to our students and families. 
 
At the onset of 2022, our communities, like others, were dealing with a spike 

in illness due to the pandemic.  Each of our schools were dealing with upward of 30% of 
staff and students absent on a daily basis.  Coverage for classes required every person availa-
ble within the district to serve as substitutes.  Teachers covered others during their prep 
time.  Educational assistants were asked to cover for days and weeks at a time.  Still, we 
were able to limit the number of school closures that occurred due to these issues.  This is in 
no small part to the resilience and support of our collective team to serve our community. 
 
During the Spring of 2022, I announced a reorganization of the entire district.  This re-
quired having some very hard conversations with those directly involved, providing updates 
to the entire school community as I could, ensuring that we could implement change man-
agement as the school system needed to continue to function.  Again, through the profes-
sionalism of our team, we were able to implement this shift while still keeping the doors 
open to our schools. 
 
During this process of reorganization, THE DISTRICT also embarked on the development of 
an ambitious strategic plan that aspires to have our students reach academic growth 
through critical levers of high quality, culturally and linguistically sustaining instruction, 
development of exemplary teachers and school leaders, innovative approaches to ensure 
every student is ready for college, career, or military.  The development of this plan required 
us to meet with focus groups of staff, families, and community stakeholders, so we could be 
sure to incorporate the values and interests of those we serve.  Again, our team worked dili-
gently to make this happen, and today, we have a roadmap to great success. 
 

From The Superintendent’s Desk 

On December 16, 2022, THE DISTRICT of 

Bernalillo Public Schools dedicated the Cochi-

ti School Library to Jackie Mares. Jackie was a 

Bernalillo High School alum and was em-

ployed within BPS for 40 years. She was a 

member of Pueblo de Cochiti and a resident of 

Pena Blanca.   

Jackie was an amazing woman who touched 

and blessed the lives of so many of our chil-

dren, families, and community members.  We 

are honored and better people for having 

known her.   

The Jackie Mares Library at Cochiti School 

  

Special points of interest 

January 9, 2023:  Students and 

Staff return from winter break 

 

January 11, 2023:  FAFSA Night 

at BHS Library, 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

 

January 18, 2023:  Asynchro-

nous Day, Grades K—12 

 

 

THE DISTRICT 

Bernalillo Public Schools 

Newsletter Survey 

Continued on Page 8 
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Bernalillo Elementary School’ “Winter 

Learning Land” was a great opportunity 

for families to enjoy quality time togeth-

er.  It was also an opportunity  to show 

families fun activities they can do at 

home with their children to support liter-

acy and learning.   

 

In our Library students and their families enjoyed playing a game 

of Scrabble.  There were  also performances by Mrs. Madrid's 

Folklorio Dancers and a play by Mrs. Moreno’s class.   

 

BES students were able to visit with Santa and go home with 

SPARK Kits.  SPARK Kits provide students with hands-on learn-

ing materials they can take home!  These kits promote independ-

ent learning and empower students to develop curiosity and criti-

cal thinking.   

 

It was a great day of fun, family and learning! 

 Community Learning Saturday 

Algodones Elementary School— “The Gingerbread Man” 

At this holiday-focused literacy event students 

read variations of the Gingerbread Man story.  

In addition to the literacy activity rotations 

taking place in the classrooms with students 

and their family members, it was exciting to 

see our students recite poetry and  perform 

songs such as, All I Want for Christmas Is My 

Two Front Teeth, The Gingerbread Man, I 

Want A Hippopotamus for Christmas, and 

other surprise holiday selections.   Literacy 

strategies were also shared with parents and 

family members to do at home with their stu-

dents to make reading a fun and engaging ex-

perience for the whole family.   

At the end of the day Santa Clause stopped by 

and read to the children.  As a departing gift 

he provided each child a book and a Ginger-

bread Person Decorating Kit to take home and 

enjoy with loved ones! Thank you Santa! 

Bernalillo Elementary School—  

December 17, 2022  
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December 17, 2022  

Bernalillo Middle School — 

 Community Learning Saturday cont. 

Bernalillo High School— “A Day of Festive Fun” 

Bernalillo High School enjoyed  A Day of Festive Fun 

for their December literacy event.  Students engaged 

in holiday-centered literacy activities that included 

Native American storytelling with retired BHS Cochi-

ti Keres Language Teacher, Mrs. Diane Williams; 

making “Too Many Tamales”, creating beautiful 

poinsettia wreaths, and learning A Christmas Carol.  

A Day of Festive Fun allowed BHS staff a special 

opportunity to learn more about student culture, the 

cultural backgrounds of our students, and build 

stronger relationships in a more relaxed setting.  It 

was also a great opportunity to offer instruction and 

support around developing communication and life 

skills as they are applied real-life events. Overall it 

was a great opportunities for families and the school 

community to celebrate the holidays and the Year of 

Literacy! 

Bernalillo Middle 

School hosted Pan-

cakes and Pajamas 

December 17, 2022. 

Many families joined 

the BMS staff for an 

enjoyable morning of 

delicious pancakes and 

great conversation. 

The event featured 

activities focused 

around pancakes in-

cluding the history of 

pancakes around the 

world, pancake recipes, and the science behind mixing col-

ors.  As an added bonus activity, students were able to take 

pictures at our holiday photo booth, with Mrs. Clause before 

she headed back to the North Pole.   

Thank you to everyone who was able to come out and  joined 

us.  
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Placitas Elementary— 

Cochiti Elementary-Middle School — “Holidays Around the World” 

 Community Learning Saturday cont. 
December 17, 2022  

Holidays Around the World at 

Cochiti Elementary-Middle School 

was filled with holiday fun and lit-

eracy activities for students and 

their families.  There were student 

performances that included sing-

ing , being adorably cute, and 

dancing.  Students were also able to display and sell their 

beautiful art work, and other goods they created.   

 

This event  was a great time and opportunity for families and 

the school community to come together and  celebrate  our 

students, their learning,  our holiday season and others 

around the world! 

December 17, 2022  

Placitas Elementary cele-

brated the December 

Community Learning day 

with a school wide cele-

bration of the holidays. 

The theme was based on 

the Rodolfo Anaya's The 

Farolitos of New Mexico. 

Students decorated 

Christmas designs on each farolito. 

The school was lined with farolitos throughout the hall-

ways.  Students performed holiday songs and dances as 

fellow students narrated the theme of the event. 

The teachers and staff of Placitas did an amazing job of 

embedding art, music, and dance into this exciting liter-

acy celebration.  
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Choo! Choo!  All aboard!  Take a ride on the Polar 

Express….. 

La Escuelita and W.D. Carroll combined efforts for their ELTP Sat-

urday event, a “Winter Wonderland” hosted at Carroll Elementary. 

Each grade level chose a holiday literacy activity they wanted to host 

and have the students and families participate in.  

Students made snow, created a paper gingerbread man, made lumi-

narias, and designed their own ornament. Students were given a 

passport upon entry and when they collected a stamp from each ac-

tivity they turned in their passport for a Polar Express book. Fami-

lies enjoyed hot chocolate and delicious tamales.  

It was a great day and wonderful way to celebrate literacy, family, 

community, and the holiday season!   

 

 

 

La Escuelita and W.D. Carroll Elementary  — “Winter Wonderland” 

 Community Learning Saturday cont. 
December 17, 2022  
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nalillo Elementary, Cochiti Elemen-

tary, Placitas Elementary, and W.D. 

Carroll Elementary will all be eligi-

ble to enroll in the after school pro-

grams at their respective school 

sites. 

 

Retired Bernalillo Public School’s 

teacher and coach, Mr. Manuel 

Montaño, is the Area Director for 

the Boys and Girls Club of Central 

New Mexico.  If you have questions 

please contact him via email at  

mmontano@bgccnm.org. 

 Community Learning Saturdays cont. 
December 17, 2022  

Santo Domingo Elementary—Middle School -  

For the December ELTP event students at Santo Domingo School rotated through holi-

day themed literacy events such as Holiday Bingo and snowman word bowling.   

Students earned a letter at each station to spell out the word LITERACY. They re-

deemed their passport for a selection of books in the cafeteria where they also were 

able to visit with Santa and visit the hot cocoa bar.  

Santo  Domingo Schools - On De-

cember 6, 2022, BPS opened THE DIS-

TRICT's first Boys and Girls Club at 

Santo Domingo Elementary-Middle 

School.  KRQE News, KOB News, and 

Amazon all helped us celebrate this 

exciting event.  In addition, Amazon 

gave each of the 89 students enrolled in 

the after school program a robot so 

they may learn coding and program-

ming.   

 

The Boys and Girls Club’s current after 

school course offerings at Santo Do-

mingo School include: 

 Tutoring— all subjects  

 Power Play  - promotes mental and 

physical well being through exer-

 THE DISTRICT of BPS Opens Its First Boys & Girls Club  

cise and play 

 Cooking  

 Music (Instrumental) 

Beginning in January of 2023, the 

course offerings will expand to include 

an agriculture/gardening class, and the 

goal in the spring is to offer a robotics 

class so the students can put the robots 

Amazon gave them to great use. 

 

THE DISTRICT is  also pleased to an-

nounce that starting in  January of 

2023, the Boys and Girls Club will be 

offering its program to students at each 

of our elementary schools.  The stu-

dents at Algodones Elementary,  Ber-
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 Congratulations to  

Congratulations to the BHS 

Spartan Robotics club, and 

their coach Mrs. Jennylou 

Riel,  for being selected as 

a State Finalist in the 2022

-2023 Samsung Solve for 

Tomorrow contest! 

What is the Samsung Solve 

for Tomorrow contest?  

According to their website, 

each year Samsung hosts a 

$2 million national compe-

tition for public schools 

grades 6-12 in which stu-

dents are asked to consider how science, technology, engi-

neering and math (STEM) can be used to create a change 

in their communities.  With the help of their teachers, stu-

dents can apply to the contest and compete to win up to 

$100,000 in prizes for their school, plus the opportunity 

to work with Samsung employees to develop their proto-

types.   

The challenge or issue the Spartan Robotics team is plan-

ning to tackle is to minimize food waste in the school’s 

cafeteria.   According to the application submitted by  Mrs. 

Riel and her team, “Students and I will work collaborative-

ly to create an application software using Thunkable that 

can be used to gather data though technology and generate 

reports, do data analysis within the system and relay the 

information real-time to the administration team in-

charge of food for the district.”   

 

BHS students will be able to use the app to scan and rate 

our cafeteria's daily menu and estimate the average daily 

consumption that will be the baseline data for food prepa-

ration considerations.” Furthermore, “Students will use 

math and computer science skills to analyze the collected 

data and generate the cafeteria satisfactory rating to help 

let the [district administration] and staff know their cli-

ent’s feedback maybe plan for sustainability or improve-

ment.”  The app the team develops will also be able to pro-

vide data verification, update a data base of students with 

dietary restrictions/preferences, and help serve those in 

need of it.  In addition, depending on the availability of 

data, the app can also be programmed to estimate the cost

-benefit budget accuracy and efficiency in the cafeteria.  

 

Great job to Mrs. Riel and the Spartan Robotics team and 

good luck on the next phase of the Samsung Solve for To-

morrow contest!! 

 !!! 



As we entered the fall semester, most leadership roles in THE DISTRICT had moved to new leaders.  In some cases, the 
leadership shifts were seamless.  This was not the case for most of the changes.  In most of our changes, we have gone 
through some difficult growing pains.  While this is to be expected in a reorganization, the discomfort that this can cause 
doesn’t go unnoticed or without concern.  We continue to work diligently to manage around this and ensure our team is 
supported. 
 
Through all of this change, THE DISTRICT also took on an ambitious effort to engage our communities more authentical-
ly and dynamically.  Our goal has been to reinforce the partnership THE DISTRICT has with our families through Com-
munity Learning Saturdays.  The first three events have been highly successful, with over 5,000 participants in total.  This 
is a first step in changing the relationship between school and community from isolated communication to ongoing part-
nership of shared responsibility.   
 
We understand that at THE DISTRICT, we are entrusted with the educational, emotional, and physical well-being of the 
children we serve.  As we move to create a world-class educational system, THE DISTRICT of Bernalillo Public Schools is 
moving with a laser focus to enhance the well-being for our students on every campus.  In November, we held the inaugu-
ral BPS Safety Summit.  This summit included professional expertise from law enforcement, EMS, health care, mental 
health, social service providers, and leaders from our community, district, and school board.  It is a starting point on a 
journey of continuous improvement toward enhancing a safe, healthy, and affirming school system that provides each of 
our students with limitless opportunities. 
 
THE DISTRICT looks forward to continued service to you in 2023 and beyond.  Together, we will help our students 
achieve their fullest potential while honoring their unique language, culture, traditions and histories. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Matt 

 Continued from Page 1 
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Meal Distribution 

On December 17, 2022, THE DISTRICT of Bernalillo Public Schools Student Nutrition and Warehouse Department 

distributed 11 days worth of food to children 18 years of age and younger throughout the entire district.    

Over 1,200 breakfast and lunch meals were provided to children so they would have food to eat over the holiday break. 

A great big THANK YOU to Ms. Debbie Trujillo, Student Nutrition Services Director, and to her amazing team!  This 

team worked tirelessly to prepare and distribute the Grab & Go meals.  Each member of this team is amazing and each 

meal they prepare is done so with love for our children.  

There will be a second Grab & Go event for Spring Break. 

Thank you again! 



P a g e  9  January 2023 

Navidad in New Mexico! 
December 14, 2022  

 On December 14, 2023, THE DISTRICT’S 

Dual Language Program hosted a holiday tradition celebration, Navidad in New Mexico.  This spectacular family 

engagement and literacy event incorporated Las Posadas, which is a beautiful re-enactment of how many of us in 

New Mexico celebrate Christmas. In addition, it was amazing to see the performances from the students in our 

Dual Language Program. This was definitely a “cuteness overload” event.  Thank you to the parents and families 

of these beautiful children for your continued encouragement and support of their learning.    

¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 

Attention all 2023-2024 

school year incoming 

Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st 

grade and 2 grade fami-

lies! 

 

 If you are interested in 

your child participating 

in the Dual Language 

Program, please use the 

QR code below to regis-

ter.  



Follow Us On Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/

bernalillops 

Bernalillo Public Schools 

@bernalillops 

https://www.bernalillo-schools.org 

Visit Our Website! 

Download the App! 

@bernalillops 
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Coats 

Gloves 

Socks 

 

Shoes 

Scarves 

Undergarments 

 

Drop off at THE DISTRICT Office  

between  

8:00 AM and 4:00 PM 
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