
ELA: Curriculum Map – Scope & Sequence Grade 11- (Trimester 1: Units 1-3 Trimester 2: Units 4-6) *1.5 Weeks per trimester available for intro activities and
final exams

Anchor Standards
Full Year

Reading Literature:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the test says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● classify textual evidence in order from strongest to weakest and provide a rationale for their decision.
● incorporate evidence they have deemed the strongest and most thorough into written responses to a text dependent question.
● give responses stating where they believe an author is vague or inconclusive and provide several strong pieces
of evidence to validate their arguments.
● provide thorough textual evidence to support a claim made about the text.
● describe how a common characteristic serves multiple texts, both oral and written.
● evaluate how a characteristic varies in nuance across multiple texts and analyze its effect on the text as whole.
R.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● list several main concepts from the text and record what the author's opinion might be about that main
concept based on the text.
● develop theme statements explaining how the themes interact and build on one another, using examples from the text.
● assess the quality of several pieces of evidence as potential support for claims they have made.
● write a response to a text-dependent question, using only pieces of evidence deemed strongest.
R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● identify the setting, conflicts, characters, and plot order.
● track a plot element throughout a text.
● find and annotate textual evidence related to a specific story element.
● explain the impact a story element had on the text.
● explain how changing a story element would change the text and affect its meaning
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative,
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● read a text with different meanings of a word in mind, paying attention to how the definition changes the
meaning and tone.
● choose and explain which meaning of a word they feel best fits the author's attitude and purpose.
● highlight words in a text that engage the reader in different ways, including words that create vivid imagery or
make readers want to read more.
R.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● discuss how placing an excerpt in varying places changes the text’s overall structure, meaning, and effect on
the reader.
● analyzes how an excerpt of a text contributes to the work’s overall structure, meaning, and effect on the
reader.
● discuss how multiple portions of a text collectively contribute to the work’s meaning as a whole
R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● quote what an author says directly and then explain what they think the author truly means.
● re-write an excerpt to reflect, based on their analysis, what they believe the author truly means.
R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● create and use a list of criteria for comparing several interpretations of a source text.
● use a graphic organizer (like a Venn Diagram or T-chart) to compare and contrast the interpretations of the
source text and discuss their evaluations of each with partners.
R.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to
compare the approaches the authors take.



Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● explain how an author used an element, word, etc. to convey the theme or topic.
● discuss and explain the common themes or topics in a group of quotes from foundational works of American
literature.
● articulate how a text or group of texts is a product of its time period and relate those themes to the social
contexts of the time period.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a reading strategy (summarizing, note-taking, predicting, plot-mapping, characterization charts, etc.) or
keep a purpose in mind to help monitor their comprehension during independent reading.
● demonstrate reading fluency and stamina.
● function as attentive readers: when reading, direct full focus to the text and engage in the annotation of text
while reading by circling unfamiliar vocabulary words; highlighting/underlining and labeling literary devices
and figurative language; themes, and questions.
● make connections between the text and their prior knowledge and experiences.
Reading Information:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a rubric to self-assess textual evidence when answering text-dependent questions or completing text dependent tasks.
● determine where a text is vague or inconclusive and provide several strong pieces of evidence to validate their
Arguments.
● describe how a common characteristic serves multiple texts, both oral and written.
● evaluate how a characteristic varies in nuance across multiple texts and analyze its effect on the text as whole.
R.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● explain how the central ideas interact and build on one another.
● create flowcharts for each central idea to map how they develop throughout the text.
● remove non-essential information and biased language from a text and write summaries using the central
ideas and key details that remain.
● evaluate evidence on a strength scale from weakest to strongest.
● assess the quality of several pieces of evidence.
● write responses to a text-dependent question, using only pieces of evidence deemed strongest.
R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● discuss and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop throughout a text.
● create text maps that explain the relationships between specific individuals, ideas, or events involved in a
complex set of ideas or sequence of events and how they develop throughout the text.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● explain how the meaning of a given word is refined over the course of the text.
● discuss and explain how an author uses and develops a word’s definition throughout the text.
● use context clues to determine a word’s meaning.
R.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or
stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● analyze how different structure combinations and sequences affect the presentation of an author’s
explanation or argument.
● critique the effectiveness of a specific structural element as it pertains to making the author’s points clear,
convincing, and engaging.
R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● highlight the rhetorical devices used in a passage to advance the author’s point of view or purpose.
● analyze two texts that use different languages to communicate the same point of view or have the same
Purpose.
R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words



Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● explain a source’s connection to other sources.
● evaluate multiple sources for bias, accuracy, relevance to a question/problem, and reliability.
● interpret sources presented in a variety of visual or multimedia formats and evaluate those sources.
R.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● form a claim about the reasoning behind a text.
● delineate the premises, purposes, and arguments in a text.
● rate the logic behind each premise, purpose, and argument in a text.
R.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● highlight the rhetorical features in a given document used to achieve the purposes and convey the themes.
● annotate the themes and purposes in a given document.
● identify the place and time (context) a document was written and describe the document’s audience.
● select thorough evidence that demonstrates how the themes reflect the values of the society and time in
which it was written.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a strategy or keep a purpose in mind while independently reading.
● confirm or revise their ideas about a given topic after independently reading a text.
Speaking and Listening:
SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● listen actively in a group setting while maintaining respect and value for all group members.
● work with the group to set norms, deadlines, and individual roles within the group.
● complete individual tasks that contribute to the overall goal of any group or one-on-one assignment.
● refer to research, facts, statistics, etc. when offering ideas or opinions.
● pose and respond to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or ideas.
● prepare open-ended questions before the discussion.
● interpret the information they have heard/read/seen and effectively formulate a coherent response while
speaking and in writing.
● research additional information that supports their claims.
SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● gather a variety of timely resources about the subject of study to integrate information that supports their
claims.
● identify the relevance of sources to the topic.
● offer possible solutions for any problems in the data.
● understand how to access and utilize multiple sources of media including but not limited to online libraries,
video platforms, and online news sites.
● critically analyze information by looking for facts based on evidence, and recognizing information that has a
potential bias, and is relevant to the topic.
SL.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● analyze the author’s background for potential or actual bias.
● identify the purpose of the text.
● identify and analyze the tone of a text.
● identify the speaker’s point of view based on the context of the speech.
● use rhetorical tools such as ethos, pathos, and logos to critically analyze a speech.
● identify whether the supporting evidence is strong enough to support or justify the author's stance.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present information and findings concisely with the information clearly rooted in the student's



perspective/idea/topic.
● use visual representations to further support their findings (charts, graphs, pie charts, timelines, etc.).
● support their claim(s) with sound reasoning, research, and evidence such as facts, statistics, and quoted
opinions from authorities on both sides of the argument.
● clearly define their stance on the given topic.
● create and deliver an organized presentation in such a manner that is easily followed by the audience
SL.5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● demonstrate content knowledge.
● create an outline for their presentation.
● incorporate digital media into their presentation that is helpful to the specific topic/theme/idea (e.g., a
PowerPoint instead of a short video).
● choose and utilize appropriate digital media text that supports claims being mad.
SL.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● adapt speech for a variety of audiences.
● understand who the target audience is and adjust speech as necessary.
● show a firm understanding of English language conventions and the applications.
Writing:
W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive top
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● form opinions on topics rooted in evidence-based research and effectively express why their topic/claim
warrants a discussion.
● create a written argument that is rooted in sound logic and by extension demonstrate an understanding of
content.
● consider arguments that are in direct opposition to the one taken and use the opposing evidence to
effectively strengthen the argument.
● effectively structure their writing by employing clear transitions between claims, both simple and complex
sentence structure, and a varied level of vocabulary.
● demonstrate an understanding of the audience they are presenting to and effectively structure their
argument to suit the intended audience. (i.e., appropriate jargon, use of rhetorical devices, etc.)
● present information in a confident tone that utilizes formal writing styles, while demonstrating an
understanding of the writing conventions specific to the student’s topic/claim.
● write a conclusion that strengthens the argument by reiterating the main points without being repetitive.
W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present topics and ideas that are rooted in evidence-based research and effectively express complex ideas as
well as presenting information in a clear manner.
● use evidence obtained through research in order to develop and present a topic that is clear and coherent.
● effectively structure their writing by employing clear transitions between main ideas, use both simple and
complex sentence structure, and a varied level of vocabulary.
● demonstrate an understanding of the audience they are presenting to and effectively structure their writing
to suit the intended audience. (i.e., appropriate jargon, use of rhetorical devices, etc.).
● present information in a confident tone that utilizes formal writing styles, while demonstrating an
understanding of the writing conventions specific to the student’s topic/information.
● use language that is both appropriate and specific to the topic.
● write a conclusion that strengthens the argument by reiterating the main points without being repetitive.
W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present a narrative that engages the audience, as well as gives the reader all of the information they will need
to follow the text.
● effectively use narrative techniques (dialogue, plotline, etc.) that express the intended mood/tone of the text.
● present events in a narrative that create an intended effect for the audience, as well as maintaining
coherency.



● employ the use of vocabulary that will create the intended experience for the audience. This includes using
detailed sensory language, direct/indirect characterization, etc.
● create a logical ending point for the narrative that resolves conflicts and/or offers a reflection of the
Experience.
W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● create a piece of writing that is clearly and effectively organized.
● develop a piece of writing that is aligned with the assigned task, purpose, and audience.
W.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Grade CCSS Domain CCSS
Strand
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● participate in multiple steps of writing development in order to synthesize a final product for their audience.
● effectively put their writing through a rigorous editing process that refines language use, ideas, and structure.
W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use different media sources through different electronic platforms in order to obtain information needed to
create a written document.
● show discernment when considering different sources to include in the writing.
● use different media sources to publish writings on different platforms that can be updated as information
Changes.
W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● conduct research while being critical of sources and information encountered during the research process.
● generate questions that warrant a more sustained research project as well as shorter, daily writings.
● confidentially write about/discuss the topic under investigation and adjust claims as research develops.
W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the
information while avoiding plagiarism.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● discern between credible and unreliable sources encountered in both print and digital sources.
● effectively access and use both print and digital sources to strengthen topics/claims.
● effectively use quotes and ideas from sources that bolster the written piece without plagiarizing or disrupting
the overall flow of the written piece.
W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use evidence from either a literary or informational text to support claims that are being made in or about the
said text.
● show understanding of the context in which a text is produced and comment on the effectiveness of the style
under investigation.
● make logical claims about a written piece (literary/informational).
W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● write for a variety of purposes depending on the assigned task.
● write for a variety of audiences.
● effectively utilize the writing process of planning, writing, revising, and publishing.
● create a written piece for a previously unknown question/text in a timed environment.
● write regularly for multiple purposes.

Priority Standard
Full Year

Reading Literature:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the test says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● classify textual evidence in order from strongest to weakest and provide a rationale for their decision.
● incorporate evidence they have deemed the strongest and most thorough into written responses to a text dependent question.
● give responses stating where they believe an author is vague or inconclusive and provide several strong pieces



of evidence to validate their arguments.
● provide thorough textual evidence to support a claim made about the text.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative,
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● read a text with different meanings of a word in mind, paying attention to how the definition changes the
meaning and tone.
● choose and explain which meaning of a word they feel best fits the author's attitude and purpose.
● highlight words in a text that engage the reader in different ways, including words that create vivid imagery or
make readers want to read more.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a reading strategy (summarizing, note-taking, predicting, plot-mapping, characterization charts, etc.) or
keep a purpose in mind to help monitor their comprehension during independent reading.
● demonstrate reading fluency and stamina.
● function as attentive readers: when reading, direct full focus to the text and engage in the annotation of text
while reading by circling unfamiliar vocabulary words; highlighting/underlining and labeling literary devices
and figurative language; themes, and questions.
● make connections between the text and their prior knowledge and experiences.
Reading Information:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a rubric to self-assess textual evidence when answering text-dependent questions or completing textdependent tasks.
● determine where a text is vague or inconclusive and provide several strong pieces of evidence to validate their
Arguments.
● describe how a common characteristic serves multiple texts, both oral and written.
● evaluate how a characteristic varies in nuance across multiple texts and analyze its effect on the text as whole.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● explain how the meaning of a given word is refined over the course of the text.
● discuss and explain how an author uses and develops a word’s definition throughout the text.
● use context clues to determine a word’s meaning.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a strategy or keep a purpose in mind while independently reading.
● confirm or revise their ideas about a given topic after independently reading a text.
Speaking and Listening:
SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● listen actively in a group setting while maintaining respect and value for all group members.
● work with the group to set norms, deadlines, and individual roles within the group.
● complete individual tasks that contribute to the overall goal of any group or one-on-one assignment.
● refer to research, facts, statistics, etc. when offering ideas or opinions.
● pose and respond to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or ideas.
● prepare open-ended questions before the discussion.
● interpret the information they have heard/read/seen and effectively formulate a coherent response while
speaking and in writing.
● research additional information that supports their claims.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present information and findings concisely with the information clearly rooted in the student's
perspective/idea/topic.



● use visual representations to further support their findings (charts, graphs, pie charts, timelines, etc.).
● support their claim(s) with sound reasoning, research, and evidence such as facts, statistics, and quoted
opinions from authorities on both sides of the argument.
● clearly define their stance on the given topic.
● create and deliver an organized presentation in such a manner that is easily followed by the audience
Writing:
W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive top
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● form opinions on topics rooted in evidence-based research and effectively express why their topic/claim
warrants a discussion.
● create a written argument that is rooted in sound logic and by extension demonstrate an understanding of
content.
● consider arguments that are in direct opposition to the one taken and use the opposing evidence to
effectively strengthen the argument.
● effectively structure their writing by employing clear transitions between claims, both simple and complex
sentence structure, and a varied level of vocabulary.
● demonstrate an understanding of the audience they are presenting to and effectively structure their
argument to suit the intended audience. (i.e., appropriate jargon, use of rhetorical devices, etc.)
● present information in a confident tone that utilizes formal writing styles, while demonstrating an
understanding of the writing conventions specific to the student’s topic/claim.
● write a conclusion that strengthens the argument by reiterating the main points without being repetitive.
W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● create a piece of writing that is clearly and effectively organized.
● develop a piece of writing that is aligned with the assigned task, purpose, and audience.

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks-Unit 1-Foundations and Encounters: Early American Literature

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. What happens when cultures collide?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

1. Why are we bound to certain places?
2. What motivates people to explore the unknown?
3. What does it mean to be a stranger in a strange land?
4. What role does folk literature play in a culture?
5. How is humanity viewed in the myths of a culture?
6. What experiences influence one’s willingness to explore?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9



Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.F
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations
of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to



comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3.A
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte's Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts when reading.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars

Summative:
Write a literary analysis exploring the idea of being a stranger in a strange land or unfamiliar surrounding.
Or
Participate in a Panel Discussion

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Folk Literature
2. Creation Myth
3. Archetypes
4. Themes
5. Character
6. Plot
7. Setting
8. Flashback
9. Flash Forward
10. Past Tense
11. Present Tense
12. Infinitive
13. Infinitive Phrase
14. Voice
15. Diction
16. Tone
17. Structure
18. Inverted Syntax
19. Allusion
20. Audience
21. Message
22. Diction
23. Rhetorical Devices
24. Repetition
25. Active and Passive Voice
26. Simile
27. Connotation
28. Imagery
29. Word Choice
30. Dependent and Subordinate Clause
31. Primary and Secondary Source



6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze folk literature
2. Make inferences
3. Analyze thematic development
4. Analyze plot structure
5. Analyze and evaluate evidence
6. Analyze informational texts
7. Analyze voice
8. Paraphrase
9. Analyze allusions
10. Analyze language
11. Evaluate author’s purpose
12. Compare author’s purpose

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic language:
Adapt         Frantically  Supplant    Cede            Flotilla        Sundry   Defection
Coherent    Vanquish    Protrude     Straits          Unimpeded  Divers   Stoically
Device       Delicacies   Provision   Expedition   Patent       Project
Displace    Pliable       Discord       Conquistador  Clave  Settlement
Dynamic   Pristine      Distinction   Interminable   Calamity  Regimen

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research:creation myths from a variety of cultures around the world, explorers of the late 1400s/early 1500s, the conquest of the Aztec empire, Anne
Bradstreet and the time period in which she lived, Native American Groups and their agricultural practices, three confederations and their first contact with
European colonists,
Write and present a myth
Write and present a dramatic monologue
Write an Analytical Response
Write and discuss a poem
Write an informational text
Hold a group discussion
Write an argument

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Short Stories: “The World on the Turtle’s Back” by Iroquois Storytellers (HMH), “Balboa” by Sabrina Murray (HMH), “Plymouth Plantation” by
Willaim Bradford (HMH), “La Relacion” by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca (HMH), “The General History of Virginia” by John Smith (HMH)
Nonfiction: “A Desperate Trek Across America” by Andres Resendez ((HMH), “Coming of Age in the Dawnland from 1941” by Charles C. Mann
(HMH), “The Way to Rainy Mountain” by N. Scott Momaday (HMH)
Poetry: “Here Follow Some Verses Upon the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666” by Anne Bradstreet (HMH), “To My Dear and Loving Husband” by
Anne Bradstreet (HMH), “New Orleans” by Joy Harjo (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, And the Earth Did Not Devour Him by Tomas Rivera, As I Lay Dying by
William Faulkner, The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, The Pearl by John Steinbeck, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman
Alexie, The Glorious American Essay, The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath, Set This Book on Fire by Jimmy Santiago Baca, Picture of Dorain Gray by Oscar
Wilde, Po’Pay, Call of the Wild by Jack London, Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko, Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, Fools Crow by James Welch

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 2- Building a Democracy

1. Big Ideas
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. How do we gain our freedom?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big

1. What does oppression look like?
2. How can we share power and build alliances?
3. How do we transform our lives?



Ideas. 4. Why do individuals desire freedom?
5. What social and political factors determine who is free?
6. What risks do people take to gain freedom?
7. Why do we strive for self-improvement?
8. What is the best way to pursue a goal?
9. How do we balance the desire for a big change with the need to set realistic goals?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.7
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each
version interprets the source text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9
Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the
text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.5
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points
clear, convincing, and engaging.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.8
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S.
Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential
addresses).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.9
Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration
of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical
features.



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations
of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.E
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations
of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9.A
Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational
works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9.B
Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and
arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a



range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language
standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write a research report

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Argumentative Text
2. Thesis
3. Reasons and Evidence
4. Appeals
5. Call to action
6. Counter Arguments
7. Syntax
8. Parallel Structure
9. Chronological order
10. Compare and contrast
11. Irony
12. Diction
13. Purpose
14. Graphic Features
15. First, Second, and Third Person Point of View
16. Historical Context
17. Plot
18. Suspense
19. Setting
20. Subject-verb agreement
21. Simple Sentences
22. Complex Sentences
23. Compound Sentences
24. Speaker
25. Persona
26. Rhyme
27. Meter
28. Repetition
29. Connotation
30. Denotation
31. Nuance



6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze argumentative texts
2. Analyze text structure
3. Analyze informational texts
4. Determine author’s purpose
5. Analyze effectiveness of digital texts
6. Analyze literary elements
7. Analyze and evaluate plot
8. Monitor comprehension
9. Evaluate print and graphic features
10. Analyze speaker
11. Analyze and compare themes
12. Compare voice and tone

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Contrary   Established   Copious   Capacity   Unremitting   Artifice  Impunity
Founder   Affected        Cardinal   Elusive     Affluence    Felicity     Internalize
Ideological   Invested    Rudiments   Unalienable   Contrive  Deprive  Parity
Publication  Abdicated  Facade       Belatedly    Eradicate   Tyrannical  Watershed
Revolution   Tepid         Anomalous  Trifling   Incorrigible  Abhor     Demurred

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: The laws that Britain passed in the years before the Declaration of Independence and the colonists’ responses, the Federalist Papers, Hamilton
and the Constitutional Convention, Loyalists during and after the American Revolution, Benjamin Franklin’s life, Paul Laurence Dunbar, the life of John
Adams and his family, Sheryl Sandberg
Write and present an argument
Write a compare and contrast essay
Create a multimedia presentation
Compare and contrast the representation of a story in two different mediums
Hold  a debate
Write an argumentative essay
Discuss autobiographies
Write an autobiography
Present a theme board
Write a prose adaptation
Write a letter to a historical figure

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Short Stories: “A Soldier for the Crown” by Charles Johnson (HMH)
Nonfiction: “The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson (HMH), “Thomas Jefferson:The Best of Enemies” by Ron Chernow (HMH),
American Experience: Alexander Hamilton by PBS (HMH), The Autobiography by Benjamin Franklin (HMH), “Letter to John Adams” by Abigail
Adams, “Lean In” by Sheryl Sandberg (HMH), Speech to the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry (HMH), Poor Richard's Almanack by Benjamin
Franklin, “Abigail Adams’ Last Act of Defiance by Woody Holton (HMH), 1776 by David McCullough (HMH)
Poetry: “On Being Brought from Africa to America” by Phillis Wheatley, “Sympathy” by Paul Laurence Dunbar (HMH), “Democracy” by Langston
Hughes (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, And the Earth Did Not Devour Him by Tomas Rivera, As I Lay Dying by
William Faulkner, The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, The Pearl by John Steinbeck, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman
Alexie, The Glorious American Essay, The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath, Set This Book on Fire by Jimmy Santiago Baca, Picture of Dorain Gray by Oscar
Wilde, Po’Pay, Call of the Wild by Jack London, Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko, Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, Fools Crow by James Welch

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks▪ Unit 3-The Individual and Society

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. How do we relate to the world around us?



2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

1. In what ways do we seek to remain true to ourselves?
2. What do we secretly fear?
3. When should we stop and reflect on our lives?
4. What does it mean to be true to oneself?
5. How is the individual related to society as a whole?
6. What is the importance of personal identity?
7. Why do people sometimes want to be alone?
8. What are the benefits of thinking differently from the crowd?
9. How valuable are other people’s opinions to us?
10. How can writing be a way to connect with the world around us?
11. What fear is associated with being in the power of another?
12. What is the impact of the unknown on people’s fears?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9
Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B



Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D
Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.F
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including
grades 11-12 here.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

4. Assessments Formative Assessment:
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative Assessment:
Write an explanatory essay

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content 1. Free verse
2. Speaker



What students need to know (nouns) 3. Rhyme
4. Theme
5. Thesis statement
6. Rhyme Scheme
7. Stanza
8. Dashes
9. Structure
10. Metaphor
11. Simile
12. Personification
13. Meter
14. Repetition
15. Assonance
16. Consonance
17. Line breaks
18. Alliteration
19. Imagery
20. Hyperbole
21. Verbal Irony
22. Author’s craft
23. Rhetorical question
24. Symbol
25. Suspense
26. Dark romantics
27. Motivations
28. Ambiguity
29. Appositives and Appositive phrases
30. Gothic
31. Mood

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze poetry
2. Analyze theme and structure
3. Analyze essays
4. Analyze the development of key ideas
5. Analyze figurative language
6. Analyze sound devices
7. Summarize
8. Compare main ideas
9. Analyze literary elements
10. Analyze structure
11. Analyze mood
12. Compare themes

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Analogy  Inclination  Superfluous  Remunerative   Obstinacy  Supposition   Pertinacity
Denote    Delinquent  Unfathomed   Configuration  Mitigate    Tumultuous
Quote      Bravado     Abstraction   Polarity     Plausibility      Prostrate
Topic      Metaphysical   Codify     Emblem     Indeterminate   Avert
Unique   Estrangement  Perturbation  Pathos   Lucid        Insuperable

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: the preface to Leaves of Grass, 3 poems by Mary Oliver, Emily  Dickinson’s letter writing, the terms (tejano/tejana vs.criollo vs. Mexican
American), Frederick Jackson Turner, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s life, Edgar Allen Poe’s literary heritage
Write an argument
Debate a position
Discuss with a small group



Write an essay about an author whom you admire
Write a poem to describe abstract ideas
Discuss poems
Write a free verse poem
Present a poem
Write an argumentative essay
Write and present an adaptation

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Short Stories: “The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne (HMH), “The  Pit and the Pendulum” by Edgar Allan Poe (HMH)
Nonfiction: “My Friend Walt Whitman” by Mary Oliver (HMH), Walden by Henry David Thoreau (HMH), “Last Child in the Woods” by Richard Louv
(HMH), Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson (HMH), Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson (HMH), “The Pointlessness of Unplugging” by Casey N. Cep
(HMH)
Poetry: “Song of Myself” by Walt Whitman (HMH), “The Soul Selects Her Own Society” by Emily Dickinson (HMH), “Because I Could Not Stop for
Death” by Emily Dickinson (HMH), “Much Madness is Divinest Sense”by Emily Dickinson (HMH), “Tell All the Truth but Tell it Slant” by Emily
Dickinson (HMH), “In the Season of Change” by Teresa Paloma Acosta (HMH), “The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe (HMH), “Pastoral” by Jennifer Chang
(HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, And the Earth Did Not Devour Him by Tomas Rivera, As I Lay Dying by
William Faulkner, The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, The Pearl by John Steinbeck, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman
Alexie, The Glorious American Essay, The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath, Set This Book on Fire by Jimmy Santiago Baca, Picture of Dorain Gray by Oscar
Wilde, Po’Pay, Call of the Wild by Jack London, Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko, Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, Fools Crow by James Welch

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 4- ▪ The Quest for Freedom:The Civil War and its Aftermath

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. What divides us as human beings?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

1. When is self determination possible?
2. How do we face defeat?
3. What is the price of progress?
4. How do people demonstrate strength of character and will?
5. How do people choose to address wrongs and injustices?
6. What does it mean to make a moral choice?
7. What are the emotional effects of violent imagery?
8. How can photographs and other media shape people’s opinions on an issue?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6



Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9
Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the
text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.5
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points
clear, convincing, and engaging.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.9
Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration
of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical
features.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.C
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome
(e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.D
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including
grades 11-12 here.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9.A
Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational
works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics").



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

4. Assessments Formative Assessment:
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars

Summative:
Write an argument
Or
Debate an issue

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Diction
2. Parallelism
3. Allusion
4. Balanced Sentences
5. Syntax
6. Tone
7. Verbal irony
8. Understatement
9. Noun clauses
10. Point of view (first, third limited, third omniscient)
11. Narrator
12. Sensory language
13. Theme



14. Structure
15. Etymology
16. Historical narrative
17. Chronological order
18. Author’s purpose
19. Modifiers
20. Argument
21. Repetition
22. Parallelism
23. Claim
24. Evidence
25. Call to action
26. Logical and emotional appeals
27. Internal and External conflict
28. Direct and indirect characterization
29. Connotative and denotative meaning
30. Dialect

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze author’s purpose
2. Analyze letters
3. Analyze tone
4. Make connections
5. Analyze media effectiveness
6. Analyze literary elements
7. Analyze structure
8. Analyze informational texts
9. Analyze and evaluate arguments
10. Analyze speaker and voice
11. Analyze sound devices
12. Analyze language
13. Compare writer’s voice

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Confirm    Engross   Recompense   Interminable  Undulations  Transient  Delinquency  Reckless
Unify        Venture   Reckoning    Poignant   Formidable    Abject   Proposition  Tidlings
Deny         Deprecate  Virtuous   Malign   Diligence      Supposition  Compelled
Format       Wring        Summarily  Effaced   Expedience  Evince   Induced
Definitely   Disposed   Presaging   Ineffable  Systematize   Consolation  Provocation

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: the aftermath of the Civil War, “Civil War Amendments” and their effect on the status of African Americans, spies during the Civil War,
Guangdong (Canton) China in the mid-1800s, Lucretia Mott and her views, Harriet Tubman, popular slave narratives in 19th century American  literature,
Write a letter
Discuss and evaluate a speech
Write a biographical essay
Give a presentation
Write a didactic placard
Hold a debate
Write a short story
Write a historical report
Write a comparison-and-contrast essay
Give a dramatic reading
Write a literary analysis
Write an autobiographical sketch

9. Resource Links, Curriculum Short Stories: “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce (HMH)
Nonfiction: “Second Inaugural Address” by Abraham Lincoln (HMH), “To My Old Master” by Jourdon Anderson (HMH), Civil War Photographs by



Framework, Other Websites Mathew Brady, Alexander Gardner, and Andrew J. Russell (HMH) “Building the Transcontinental Railroad” by Iris Chang (HMH), Incidents in the Life of
a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs (HMH), “Declaration of Sentiments” by Elizabeth Cady Stanton (HMH), “Speech to the American Equal Rights
Association” by Sojourner Truth (HMH), “Letter to Sarah Ballou” by Sullivan Ballou (HMH), “Diary from Dixie” by Mary Chestnut
Poetry: “Runagate, Runagate” by Robert Hayden (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Figtzerald, A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, All Quiet on
the Western Front by Maria Remarque, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, The Jungle by Upton Sinclair, The Glass Menagerie by
Tennessee Williams, The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, Native Son by Richard Wright, Autobiography of Malcolm X, The Catcher in the Rye by J.D.
Salinger, Cat on a Hot Tin  Roof by Tennessee Williams, Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, Go Tell it on the Mountain by James Baldwin, The Grapes
of Wrath by John Steinbeck, Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 5- America Transformed: An Age of Realism

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. What are  the consequences of change?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

1. What makes a place unique?
2. Why do humans cause harm?
3. To what degree do we control our lives?
4. How does change affect social groups differently?
5. What can cause a change in society?
6. How do views or beliefs shape the way people experience change?
7. How does information influence decision making?
8. How do our experiences shape our preferences?
9. What is the power of an individual in complex modern society?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one



another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.A
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.C
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome
(e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.D
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations
of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

4. Assessments Formative Assessment:
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars



Summative:
Write a short story

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Character Motivation
2. Setting
3. Realism
4. Naturalism
5. Tone
6. Allusion
7. Anaphora
8. Parallel Construction
9. Graphic features
10. Counterargument
11. Rebuttal
12. Concession
13. Capitalization
14. Syntax
15. Third person point of view (limited and omniscient)
16. Free Verse
17. Mood
18. Preposition and prepositional phrase
19. Dashes
20. Parenthetical Element

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze character
2. Analyze setting
3. Analyze Author’s purpose
4. Analyze tone
5. Evaluate graphic features
6. Evaluate counterarguments
7. Analyze point of view
8. Make and confirm predictions
9. Synthesize information
10. Compare author’s purpose

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Clarify        Intangible   Disposition  Regenerate  Abandonment  Ostensibly  Infinitesimal
Somewhat   Apprehension   Caliber  Postulate   Illumination    Stem
Implicit       Panic      Transition     Automation  Oblige     Conjure
Revise         Imperative   Atrocious  Composed  Ingenious  Catalyst
Ambiguous  Extremity   Augment   Vacant       Skeptical    Volatile

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: 2 other stories by Jack London, Mark Twain and his use of satire, the first-third industrial revolutions, classic American novels that received
negative attention, what others have to say about Carl Sandburg, Muckrakers and Upton Sinclair, specific phrases that appear on food labels or packages,
Write a how to guide
Present a how to demonstration
Write and present a satire
Write and present an argument
Write a short story
Write a poem
Present a dramatic reading



Write a literary analysis
Give a presentation
Present an interview
Write a rhetorical analysis

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Short Stories: “To Build a Fire” by Jack London (HMH), “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin (HMH), excerpt from The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
(HMH), “The Men in the Storm” by Stephen Crane (HMH), “A Journey” by Edith Wharton (HMH), “A Wagner Matinee” by Willa Cather (HMH)
Nonfiction: “The Lowest Animal” by Mark Twain (HMH),”Why Everyone Must Get Ready for the Fourth Industrial Revolution” by Bernard Marr
(HMH), “Food Product Design” by Eric Schlosser (HMH), “Evidence that Robots are Winning the Race for American Jobs” by Claire Cain Miller
(HMH), “Healthy Eaters, Strong Minds: What School Gardens Teach Kids” by Paige Pfleger (HMH)
Poetry: “Chicago” by Carl Sandburg (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Figtzerald, A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, All Quiet on
the Western Front by Maria Remarque, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, The Jungle by Upton Sinclair, The Glass Menagerie by
Tennessee Williams, The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, Native Son by Richard Wright, Autobiography of Malcolm X, The Catcher in the Rye by J.D.
Salinger, Cat on a Hot Tin  Roof by Tennessee Williams, Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, Go Tell it on the Mountain by James Baldwin, The Grapes
of Wrath by John Steinbeck, Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 6-Contemporary Voices and Visions:Modern and Contemporary Literature

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. How do we deal with rejection or isolation?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

1. For whom is the American Dream relevant?
2. When should personal integrity come before civic duty?
3. What would we do if there were no limits?
4. Why do we build walls between ourselves and others?
5. How do we deal with feeling rejected or cut off?
6. How do we open a discussion with someone that disagrees with us?
7. What is the difference in meaning between fair and equal?
8. Why would soldiers feel rejected or isolated?
9. How does rejection affect our emotions?
10. Why is isolation so difficult?
11. How might rejection and isolation be good for us?
12. What constraints limit human behavior and creativity?
13. How does an individual’s experience shape his or her priorities?
14. Why would one person’s dream be different from another person’s?
15. Are different opportunities available to different people?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5



Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.7
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.10
By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations
of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a



range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language
standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

4. Assessments Formative Assessment:
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write a personal essay

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Point of view
2. Blank verse
3. Diction
4. Syntax
5. Author’s message
6. Tone
7. Mood
8. Voice
9. Tragedy
10. Comedy
11. Farces
12. Melodramas
13. Exposition
14. Plot
15. Resolution
16. Climax
17. Protagonist
18. Antagonist
19. Foil
20. Moral dilemmas
21. Idiom
22. Dialogue
23. Script
24. Paradox
25. Repetition
26. Allusion
27. Audience
28. Message
29. Connotation



30. Sentence Structure
31. Argument
32. Structure
33. Logical fallacy
34. Counter Arguments
35. Simile
36. Metaphor
37. Imperative v. Indicative mood
38. Characterization
39. Frame story
40. Transitions
41. Line break
42. Alliteration
43. Personification
44. Explicit v. Implicit

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Make and confirm predictions
2. Analyze author’s message
3. Analyze dramatic elements
4. Analyze and evaluate arguments
5. Analyze and evaluate rhetorical devices
6. Analyze poetry
7. Determine theme
8. Analyze development of ideas
9. Analyze poetry
10. Analyze point of view

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Contemporary  Archaic   Acrid   Constitute      Indigenous    Extortionist  Sliver  Timid   Miscellany Subservience Segregated
Global         Tableau    Circumvent    Inhumanity  Insurgency  Eviscerate  Gape  Pigmentation  Sentiment  Conventional
Infinite       Vindicate   Noblesse oblige   Fixed   Recalcitrant  Platoon  Ponder   Specter      Infraction
Simulated   Cabal    Truculent   Unassailable  Adamant  Peril   Extenuating  Circumlocution   Ferry
Virtual        Virulent  Strive    Facile    Reparations    Grope    Exclusive  Narcotic  Contrived   Conceivable

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: architecture, clothing, and manners in the 1870s, Robert Frost at President John F. Kennedy’s inauguration, the red scare and Senator Joseph
McCarthy, a film or stage version of The Crucible, federal legislation passed during the 1960s, Civil Rights Act of 1964, weather and terrain of the
Vietnam war, Tracy K. Smith and her poems, the novel The Warmth of Other Suns
Write a literary analysis
Write and present a poem
Write and share an evaluation
Give a presentation
Write an analysis
Have a group discussion
Write and present a treatment
Write an open letter
Write an article
Use a frame story
Write an argumentative essay
Write a historical essay
Write a compare and contrast essay

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Short Stories: “A Rose for Emily”  by William Faulkner (HMH), “Ambush” by Tim O’Brien (HMH), “Reality Check” by David Brin (HMH)
Nonfiction: “My Dungeon Shook: Letter to My Nephew” by James Baldwin (HMH), “Speech on the Vietnam War, 1967” by Martin Luther King Jr.
(HMH), “How it Feels to be Colored Me” by Zora Neal Hurston (HMH), “From the Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel Wilkerson (HMH), “Martin Luther
King Jr.: He Showed Us the Way” by Cesar Chavez (HMH), “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan (HMH), “Youtube Stars Stress Out Like the Rest of Us” by
Neda Ulaby (HMH)



Drama: The Crucible by Arthur Miller (HMH)
Poetry: “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost (HMH), “The Universe as Primal Scream” by Tracy K. Smith (HMH), “Poetry” by Marianne Moore (HMH),
“The Latin Deli: An Ars Poetica” by Judith Ortiz Cofer (HMH), Poems of the Harlem Renaissance by Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer, Countee Cullen,
and Arna Bontemps (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Figtzerald, A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, All Quiet on
the Western Front by Maria Remarque, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, The Jungle by Upton Sinclair, The Glass Menagerie by
Tennessee Williams, The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, Native Son by Richard Wright, Autobiography of Malcolm X, The Catcher in the Rye by J.D.
Salinger, Cat on a Hot Tin  Roof by Tennessee Williams, Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, Go Tell it on the Mountain by James Baldwin, The Grapes
of Wrath by John Steinbeck, Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain


